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TO 

THB RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF RITON, 
Mt Lord, 

Your Lordship was Secretary of State for the 
Colonies when the Expedition, of which the following 
is the Narrative, was oiganized; and to your good 
offices, and liberal subscription in its faTour» the suc- 
cess of the project vas at that time mainly due. I 
have Yentured, in consequence, to dedicate to you 
the volume; and am iiiost happy in being thus ena- 
bled to express some part of the sincere respect with 
which I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lofdship's most obedient 

and very humble servant, 

GioBGB Back. 
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SHORES OF THE ABCTIC SEA. 



PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 

•EABX.T 111 Hie ymr tbe protnetodabieiioa ol»Ckpliui 
(ao«r8lr John) jiiH» who had auM in 1899 tothoPohr 
vegioni^ and had not aftenrarda bean haaid of, beeaaie the 
subject of general and anzioiis oonTOraation. A nport even 
raaefaed Ital^, where I happaned to be, that he and hb ad« 
Teatairooi eompaniona had periahed; bnt, baring aaeertained 
that there waa no other ground for this rumour than the an- 
eeitaiiitjr of their fttoi I ahortly afterwaida haaCened to Blof- 
lend» irilh the iolantiott of ofiring to Govenunent my aer- 
Tieae to eonduct an expedition in aaereh of them.* 
9 



10 Fft£i.IMUfAaY CHAPTER. 

On my arriyal> in June 183Sy I was informed thtt my 
friend and fonner oompanioD^ Doctor Ricliardaon» had already 
made an application to the mme effect; hut that hia ofo, for 
various reasboS) not haying been accepted^ he had, in conse- 
quence, as I was giren to understand, relinquished die idea. 
I was fort^ informedf however, by Mr. Beverly, who had 
been the companion of Sir E. Parry in his perilous journey 
over the ioe from SpiCxbergen towards the Polte, that Mr. 
*RoiS (brother of Sir John, and father of Captain James Ross) 
was anxious to find an officer properly qualified to undertake 
the conduct of a party through America, on the plan pro- 
posed by Doctor Richardion; which, not baving been adopt- « 
ed by the Goveniment, had been presented for consideration 
to ottier quarters. 

I proceeded, therefore, without loss of time, to Mr. Ross, 
who read to me a petition whidi he^as about to send to the 
King, praying his Majesty's gracious sanction to the imme- 
diate despatch of an expedition for rescuing, or at least as- 
certaining the fate of, his son and brother; end my name 
being forthwith inserted as the proposed leader of ttie eiqpe- 
dition,*this petition was forwarded throuf^ Ijord Go^bridi, 
•then Secretary for the Colonies.* The interval before an an- 
swer could be retamed was employed in collecting informa- 
tion and ofganiaing the neoeesary oo-operatton. In this I 
was warmly seconded and efficiently aided by many gaotle- 
men whose optnioas and assittance were most valuable^ and 
mere^specially by Nicholas Garry, £8q.» the Deputy Go- 
vernor of the Hudson's Bay Company, Captains Beaufort 
and Maconochie, Doctor Richardson, and George Baillie^ 
Esq. I addressed, moreover, on the 21st of August, a letter 
to the Geographical Society, explaining my views, and re- 
questing that they might be recommended to.the favourable 
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coofideration of Mr. Hty^ Under Secretary for the Coloiiieay 
and a member of that Society. 

It is gratifying to add, that th« rapport of Mr. Hay was 
aealoualy alToirded; and, shortly aftferwardi^ the following 
letter was sent to Mr. Rose: — 

"Downing Street. 
30lb August, 1832. 

"Sia, 

**l am directed by Viscount Goderich to aeqiiaint you^ 
that» his Majesty having been pleased to refer your petition 
to his Lordship's consideration, Lord Goderich has felt him- 
self justified in recommending to the Lords CommissioneFS of 
the Treasury to grant the ktm of MOOL in aid of the expenses 
of the expedition, provided that it is commanded by Captain 
Back; it being understood that the Hudson's Bay Company 
wfll furnish tl^e supplies and canoes free of charge, and that 
the remainder of tiie expense, which is estimated at 
will be contributed by Captain Rose's friends. On receiying 
an answer from the IVeasCkryy the result will be duly com- 
BMHueated to you. 

"I am, Sir, 

<<Your most obedient servant, 



"Oeo, Boss, iS*y.** "Ho WICK. 

This was announced to me as follows: 



*7Vo.9Br» Strand, 
nhBe|iii8«i. 



**1 have tlM pleasure to inclose you the copy of a letter 
which 1 have received from Lord Uowick, by the directions 
of Lord Goderichy in reply to my application to his Majesty, 
on the subject of an expedition to the shores of the Polar Sea, 
with the view to ascertain, if possible, the fate of my brotfaery 
Captain Rofs, and of my aon^ Captain James Clarke Roaa. 

**1 have only to add my oamest request, that you will, in 
compliance with what appears also to be the wish of Goven- 
menty undertake the command and direction of this humane 
and difficult enterpriae^— ^iertainly a most arduouM taak^ bat. 
one» for the effectual aceomplishment of wliieh none is more 
cniinently qualified. 

■ 



«<C<9if. Ota. Mack,** 

My answer wai^ of eoiirse> a ready accci)>tanee of the pro- 
posed trust The interest sod sympathy of the pnUie beg|ui 
now to meoilest themselves more atrong^y. On November 
1, a meeting was aeeordingly held at the rooms of the 
Hortieultaral Society, (kindly lent for the oeeasion^) in order 
to'^ng Uie humane o^ect of the expedition fbrmally befiwe 
it; and in Vice Admiral the ^|^t Hon. Sir Oeoi^ Cock- 
hatUf who preaidedy the cause found so powerfiil an edTOcate, 



hkre the honour to h^ Sir^ 



**Ywr very obedient senrsnt, 



«<Gso. Rosa. 
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that t fubscription of 800/. was made on the spot.' A Stand- 
ing Committee was also now formed for the management of 
Ifae expedition, eoDsistuig of the following penonA:<^ 

4 

Sir G. Cockburn, G. 0. B., Chainnaii. 
John Barrow, Esq., F. R. S. 
- Robt Hay, Esq., F. R. S. 
Vice Admiral Sir W. Hotham, K. C. B. 
Yiee Admiral Sir Charles Ogle» Bart. 
Rear Admiral W. H. Gage. 
Felix Booth, Esq. 
The Hon. Capt H. Danfian, R. H. 
Capt Bowles, R. N. 
Capt Beaufort, R. N., F. R. S. 
J. H. Pelly, Esq. Governor H. B. Company.. 
Nieh. Garry, Esq. Dep. Gov. do. 
W. P. Craufurd, Esq. 
Capt Beechey, R. N., F. R, S. 
Dr. Richaidaon, F. R. S. 
Capt Hoppner, R. N. 
Capt Maconochie, R. N. 
C. Beverly, Esq. F. R. S. 
Robert M'CuIIoch, Eaq. 
J. Spence, Esq. • 

Gcofge Bom, £aq.. Honorary Secretary. 

Of tfaeae, Mr. Booth, Captain Duncan, and Captain Bowles 
were appointed Tmrteea. The services and influence of Sir 
Qeorga Cockbum, whieh had been ao beneficially employed 
in aid of tlie ezpedition> were soon loat to the Committee, in 
eonseqoenee of his appointment-to the eommand on the West 
India ilation. But Ida place was condeacendingly auppHed 
by hie Royal HighneaB^ Ihe Duke of Sosaex, who was pleaaad 
to heeomo Viee FMroQ and Chainnaii. hfr. Georga Roai 
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also having resigned his situation as honorary secretary, and 
turned his attenlion to the object of getting up an expedition 
by sea for the same l)enevolent purpose, his place was taJien 
by Robert M'Culloch, Kmj., a cousin of Captain Ross, and 
thus not less interested in the success of the scheme than 
Mr. Ross himself. " 



*\X was gratifying to observe, in the rapid accumulation of 
our funds, the liveliness of the public sympathy in this dis- « * 
interested project/ No obstacle, therefore, was to be antici- 
pated from want of means, and the preparations went cm with 
increased confidence. In furtherance of the communications 
which were made by Dr. Richardson, the Governor and di- 
rectors of the Hudson's Bay Company had already despatched 
directions to their agents in America, apprising them that 
such an expedition might be expected in the following sprinc;, 
and directing the necessary preparations to be made toi- it; 
and now, besides generously placing at our dis|)osal 120 bags 
of peimuican, two boats and two canoes, the se gentlemen 
suggested, with equal liberality and considcrateness, the ex- 
pediency of taking it under the especial protection of the 
Company, by issuing a commission under their seal to me as 
its ( uniniander. Gladly, as may be supposed, did I avail 
iiiy.s( H ol so important an offer, well knowing, from past ex- 
perience, that the co-operation of all parties throughout their 
extensive territory would by this means be effectually se- 
cured. 

The expedition was to ronslst of two officers ajid eighteen 
men; part of whom, including two good boat carpenters^ 
were to be engaged in this eniintry,— -and part in Canada, — 
men who should be inured to lafigue, and well accustomed to 
the duties they would have to perform. From Montreal it 
was proposed that Uie ordinary route of the fur traders ahouid 




Digitized by Cooglfe 



15 



be followed by the Ottawa, French River, the Great Lakes, 
Lake Winnipeg, &c. to Great Slave Lake; from whence In- 
dians were to be employed as guides and hunters to accom- 
pany the party to the banks of the Thlew-ee-choh-desseth, or 
Great Fish River, which, according; to the testimony of the 
Indians, lay to the eastward of the Lake, and might be ap- 
proached by an intervening chain of smaller lakes and 
portages. The winter residence, for which, from a refer- 
ence to Hearne's Journey, it seemed so well adapted, was to 
be there established; and in the mean ;i d* tac hment of 

eight men, well armed, was to proceed u\ advance with me, 
without loss of time, to explore the river in a light canoe. 
As it necessarily flowed through the barren land^ which are 
of nearly equal elevation with the country nortii of 1 oi I En- 
terprise, it was to be expected that its course, like the de- 
scent of the Coppermine river, would be interrupted by ra- 
pids or cascadejS^ and these the canoe excursion would enable 
me tu survey, so that, on my return to the winter establish- 
ment, wc might construct boats combining the qualities re- 
quisite il l lioili the river and sea navigation. As far, also, 
as the si i>oii w ould permit, my visit to the sea might give 
me ail (ijiportunity of communicating with the Esquimaux, 
aad obtaining, if not intelligence of Captain Ross, at least 
much information for the direction of my course the follow- 
ing summer. Having passed the first winter, it was proposed 
that we should start for the sea the moment the ice broke up; 
and, if au upuiiun should prove correct, which I had been 
led to entertain from an inspection of the maps traced by the 
Indians, thai the mouth of the river lay between the n8th and 
60th parallels of latitude, arid the 90th and 1 00th meridians 
of long,tiude, we should then be less than three hundred miles 
from the wreck of the Fin-y in Regent Inlet. It had formed 
part of Capiam Rosses plan to visit the wreck of the Fury in 
the first insiaacc, that he might supply himself Vf idi coals and 



such provisions and stores as were available; and to return 
and winter beside it, if in the course of the summer he should 
be unable to penetrate to the westward. It was, therefore, 
in Regent Inlet that the search for him waa most likely to be 
successful. If, contrary to our hope, no traces of Captain 
Ross should bo discovered on arriving at the wreck of the 
Fury, and the season sliould be far advanced, it would be 
necessary for us to retrace our waj to ^^ inter fjuartcrs; and, 
in so doing, \\ c shouhl embrace ever}' opportunity of erecting 
land-marks and signal posts, to arrest the attention of the wan- 
derers to the notes deposited beneath, detailing the position 
of our abode, and the means adopted for their reiieC 

On the disruption of the ice in the following spring, the 
expedition would again be on the shores of the Polar Sea, 

and its researches would be resumed in a diflfercnt direction 
from that previously t:ikcii. Kvcry Esquimaux but would 
then be minutely mspected, in the hope ot In^dmg some 
token of the fate of our countrymen; and the gratihcation 
which the promoters of the exjiedition would experience, 
should c\Qn a single Britisli seaman be rescued from his me- 
lancholy fate by their means, every one felt would amply re- 
pay our titmost exertions. While, even if no such happy 
fortune should attend our researches, the geo^plucal know- 
ledge that niust be obtained, and the scientific information 
resulting from a course leading nearly over one of the Mag- 
netic Poles^ would, it was hoped, tend to console them. 

Such was the outline of the plan to be followed, as regard- 
ed the humane and principal object of our search; and in tlie 
event of that being rendered nugatory by the almost unlock- 
ed for return of Captain Ross and his gallant companions, or 
by Huy obstacle preventing tiie progress of the expedition in 
the exact direction of its course to the wreck of the Furj, it 
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was still thou^t, in our uncertainty of the precise place 
where the Thlew-ee-choh-desseth might fall into the sea, that 
the coast line between Point Tumagsdn and the known land 
to the eastward might be satisfactorily ascertained, and thus 
another step made towards the determination of that iaterestp 
log problem — the nortbera Hmitt of America. 

For all these purposes, I was provided v^ith e variety of 
astronomical instruments, inelttding a dipping needle by Dol- 
lond, and a diurnal variation instnunent by Jones; which 
latter was also to be used to obtain the effect produced oh' the 
needle by the aurora borealis. I had also one of Professor 
^ansteea's instruments, besides three chronometers lent by 
the Admiralty- Guns and other necessary materials were 
furnished by the Committee; who, that nothing mii^;ht bo 
omitted which could at all contribute to our comfort, ordered 
also a plentiful provision of roroa and macaroni, than which 
(i'w things are lirttcr suited to such undertaking's, and of 
wliifl:! siieh ■was our cronotnica! expenditure> that some por- 
tion even returned with us to MontreaL 

His most gracious Majeaty^ the patron of the expedition, 
having commanded my attendance at Brighton, I had the ho- 
nour to explain the plana and prospects of the service^ with 
the means adopted to guard agunst privation, and to secure 
the party from those disasters to which they might otherwise 
be aubjeet; and I had the high gratification of receiving the 
royal approbation of these plans, and a graeiouaezpreorion of 
aincere deairo for the safety of my puty. 

Th^ Boyal Higimeflsea the Duteheas of Kent and Prineeas 
Victoria also received a deputation, cooaiating of Vice ^d* 
miral Sir George Cockburn, Ci^taina Beechey and Macono* 
ebie, with myaalfy for the purpose of pointing out on the 
S 
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chart the line of the proposed route, submitting, at the itilie 
time, a sketch of the intended proceedings;-*^ which occa- 
sion their Royal Uighneises evinced a truly benevolent inte- 
rest in the expedition.* Nor was the Duke of Sussex less 
solicitous to forward the undertaking, aa I had the honour to 
receive a letter from his Royal Highnesiy recommending me 
to the attentions of Doctor Hoasack, a scientific gentleman at 
New York. 

Finally) it was deemed expedient, on many aeeottnta, but 
more especially to give me additional authority over the men 
whom I might engage forthe servirc, thatmy missioadHNild 
be taken under the direction of his Majesty's Government; 
and accordingly I received from the Secretary State fojr 
the Colonies tiie following instnictioos:— 

"Colonial Office, Downinjif Street, 
4th FebmarXf 1839k 

«S», 

^'The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having been 
pleased to lend your services to this office, that you may con- 
duct an expedition now preparing to proceed to the Polar 
Sea in search of Captain Ross, you are hereby required and 
directed to undertalEe this service, placing yoursdf for the 
purpose at the disposition of the Governor and Committee 

* Besid^'a hring liberal subscribers to the expedition, their Royal 
Hixhoesseii aunt me, some day8 afterwards, a pocket coroposs uod a 
ease of mathematical iiutruments, as a contribatton to its scieoti/te 
equipment; and I shall not attempt u> deacrAe the entbutiaam which 
the^ tokens of the intcrcnt taken by them in our benevolent mission 
afterwards rrcatmJ. not only in British ■Vorth America, but also in the 
UriHed States. It will be seen in a future part of my Narrative, that 
this cempaaa, from ita extreme delkacy, became afterwards of eaaen- 
lialverviee. 
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of the Hudson's Bay Comptfiy, who iMve ttndertekeo t» fmv 
nkh you with the reqoiKte rewuroes tnd flupplici. 

V 

t 

^HTou «re to leave Liverpool etrly in the present nu»nth> . 
and proceed with yottr party by way of New York to Mon- 
ttealy and thowe doag the ntual route pursued fay the north- 
west traders to Great Slave Lake, which it is hoped you 
will reaeh by the iBOth of July. You are then to strike off 
to the north-eastwardj or in such other direction as you may 
ascertain to be most expedient, in order to gain the Thlew- 
ee-ehob-deasethy or Great Fish River, which is believed 
either to issue from ^acve Lake, or to rise in its vicinity^ 
and ttienee to flow with a navigable course to the northward, 
tin it reaches the sea. On aniving on the banks of this 
river, 3^ are to select a convenient situation for a winter 
residence, and immediately appoint a portion of your ibroe . 
to erect a house thereon; but, if possible^ you are to proceed 
yourself, with an adequate par^» and explore the river to 
the coast the same season, erecting a eonspieuous land-mark 
at its mouthy and leaving notice of your intention to return 
the ensuing sfftin^ in case Captain Ross should be making 
pro g r ess along this part of the shore. 

You are to take cane, bowevery to return before the com* 
mencement of the winter, to avoid any undue exposure of 
your men. During the winter you are to construct two 
beats^ equable, in your opinion, of navigeting the Polar Sea; 
and ss ewly as possible in the ensuing spring you are to do* 
seend spin to its shores. 1 

MYour ptoceedings afterwards nust be much guided by 
your own Judgment The first obfect will be to reach C>pe 
Ganry> where his Majesty's late ship Fury was wrecked; on 
the remaining stores of which it is known that Captain Ross in 
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80me meuuTB relied: but in making for this, whether by the 
>ea8t or west, you must be governed by the pofition of the 
, mouth of the river, and other local circumftaneesi u you 

progreinvely ascertain them; 

''While passing along the coast, you are to keep a vigilant 
look-out upon the shore for any signal or indication of the 
party of which you are in search, (particularly at the ottranee 
of the Hecla and Fury Strait, should you take the eastern 
passage;) and in the event of your meeting them^ previous 
to your arrival at Cape Cvairyy you are to offer to return im- 
mediately, and bring them with you to the Hudson's Bay 
settlements. Or^ ^ould you find any indication of their 
having been on any part of the coast before your arrival, you 
are to search minutely for some memorial which may lead 
to the discovery of their intentions; and to proceed, in the 
event of success, in whatever practicable direction may seem 
best calcuhUed to lead you to them. 



^Devoting the summer, then, to the interesting seareh in 
eontemplation, it is unneoessaty to recommend to you to 
make it as efieetHal as possible, consistently with a doe re- 
gprd for the health and preservation of your party. But,^ 
whatever may be its prospects or success, you are on no 
' account to prolong it beyond such a period of the year, (va^ 
rying from the liSth to the 80th of August, according to the 
distance which you may have attained,) as will insure your 
return to your winter quarters before the severe weather sets 
in. On your acting in this particular with due caution may 
depend the eventual success of the whole eipedition. On 
your return to your temporary' establishment, you are care- 
fully to examine the stateof your supplies; if possible, also^ 
communicating with Great Slave Lake, to ascertain whether 
additional stores are there collected for jm. And if you 
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fibd that you cant with ntsonable pradmeet devote a weamd 

munmer to the serrice on which you are engaged, you are 
hereby required and directed to do ao; but if not, you are to 
retuni to Kngland in the following apring. 

'^Subordinate to your object of finding Captain Rosa, or 
any survirors or survivor of his party, you are to direct your 
attention to mapping what ^et remains unknown of the coasts 
which you will visit, and making such other scientific obie^* 
▼ationa aa your leisure will admit; for which purpoaea the 
veqpiiaite instruments will be supplied to you. But you are 
not for such objects to deviate from your principal pursuit, 
until you shall have either sucraeded in its ac^rniplishment, 
or aatiafactorily aacertained that ita aneceaa ia impoaaible. 

''You are, during your abaenee, to embrace any opportu- . 
nities that may offer of correaponding with thia Office, and 
report ycmr arriYal here on your return. 

« 

'4 hare the honour to be. Sir, 

'^our'obedicnt aer?ant, 

<<GonBBicv. 

**Capiain Otorge Baek, J?. N, 

Strengthened by thia authority, aa well aa by tlie eommia- 
aion from the Hudaon'a Bay Company, which ordered every 
aaaiatance to he rendered me by die diflerent officers in their 
territo ri es, there now wanted only an efficient medical man 
to take care of the health of the party. Thia was found in 
Mr. Richard King, who, haying in the first instance volun* 




teerrd liis services, was subsequently engaged, at a salary, ;is 
surgeon anti Matiiralif^t to the expedition. Three iiK-n only 
(two of whom wctc ( arpcnters and shipwrights) were taken 
from Eng^kndr the remainder, as will hereafter be seen, were 
sekcted either from Montreal or irom the Company's posts 
in the interior. 

To present at one view the objects, purpose, and directioti 
of the service, the execution of which is narrated in the fol- 
lowing pi^es, it will be proper to mention here, that exactly 
'one year after our departure from Canada, by a despatch 
which had been forwarded with the most praiseworthy dili- 
gence by the Hudson's Bay Company,* I received the happy 
intelligence of Captain Ross's providential return, communi- 
cated in the following letter from Sir Charles Ogle^ Baronet: 

**AreHe Land ExfitdUUm, 

"21 Regent Street, 
32lld Oct.* 1833. 

**l htYe much pleisare in teqoaiiiting you, on the part of 
the Committee for muaging your expedition, that Captain 
Ross and the surviyors of his party returned to England a 
1!^ i^ays^^,* in a whaler, which picked them up in Barrow 
Stfaitsrand that thus one object of your expedition is h^ 
pily attained. s 

**In concert, therefore, with his Majesty's Government 
(though the aigoature of the Seeretary of State for the Colo* 

•Tlie, extrnorti narv pxpedition vvitli which this despatch was trans- 
milted u worthy ot hamg recorded; and i have, therefore, in the Ap- 
pendix, fftvcn a few particulars which will be inierestiiv to the reader. ' 
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nies cannot be immediaiely procured, in conscqueucu of hla 
absence from town,) you are hereby directed to turn your 
whole attention to your second object, viz. completing the 
coast line of the north-eastern extremity of America. You 
will observe, from the enclosed extract of Captain Ross's pro- 
ceedings, that this, also, is become an object of comparatively 
easy acquisition. By proceeding first to Point Turnagain, 
and thence eastward to tn obelisk in about 69** 37' N. and 
98° 40' W., which marks the termination of Captain Ross's 
progress, — or, vice versd, by proceeding first to this obelisk, 
and thence westward, — it is believed that you may accom- 
plish all that is now wanting in one season. But even should 
this prove impossible, and you find that a second season on 
the coMt it cMimble, I belisve fhst I nay confidently assure 
jaa that the mcani will be obtained ibr tbat purpose^ 

"Your choice of routes will of course depend on the point 
where the Thlew-ee-choh joins the sea; on wJiich head, 
therefore, the Committee has few or no observations to offer. 
If, as Governor Simpson imn^ines, it falls into I^athurst's 
Inlet, and is identical with Back's River then, you will of 
course proceed liieiiee to the caj^tward; or if any branch of 
it, or any other hirer you may meet with, turn decidedly to 
the westward or eastward, the Coinmittee would rather re- 
commend your endeavouring in this case to start from 
one or other extremity. But Ijcyoad this it can offer no 
hints. 

"I cannot conclude, however, without earnestly recom- 
mending to you, in its name and that of all the subscribers 
to and promoters of your expedition, to be careful not to ex- 
pose yourself and men to unnecessary hazard. The satisfac- 
tion which we all experience in receiving Captain Ross again 
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i» very great; but il will be much impaired by auy ouuaities 
in your expedition. 

4 

**I have the Iionour to be, Sir, 

<<Your obedient bumble senrant, 

<<CuAiiL£S OojLE, Chairman. 

"P. S. — ^As we are not yet quite certain of obtaining funds 
for a third year (although reasonably confident that his Ma- 
jesty's Government will, if necessary, supply them,) you 
will be entirely giiided, with regard to it, by further instruc- 
tions which wiil be forwarded to you in the course of next 
season, and which you will receive on your return to your 
winter quarters. 

««C. 0.»> 

The instructions alluded to were never sent, and, had they 
been so, would have been unavailable. For, first, the difli- 
culties already encountered had by that time proved, that 
any further attempt by the Thiew-ee-choh would be as rash 

as its result would be fruitless; secondly, the hope of crossing 
the country direct to Bathurst's Inlet, or in any other direc- 
tion ]e;ulini; towards Point Turnagain, had long been relin- 
quished, in consequence of the unanimous testimony of the 
Indians, as to the insurmountable obstacles that would oppose 
the transport of canoes, and even the requisite provision for 
so long and arduous a journey. The wholn of the streams 
u-rst nf the Thlew-ee-choh, within the knonled^p of the 
Indians, arc its tributaries, and are too shallow and rapid, and 
loo much interrupted with rocks and otliei dan<i;oroi!S ob- 
structions, to be navigable in any tfiin^ largpr than a small 

canoe. There remained) therefore) but one way of peoetrat- 
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ing to the sea, viz. by ti»Tenin|f the mtervening moUBtunti 
and this, with such boAts or canoes as would cany efen the 
very limited number of men that composed my party, was 
totally impracticable. Had I not been fully convinced of this» 
I should, in the hope of accomplishing one of the great ob- 
jeets of my missiotty hare undoubtedly ventured to remain 
out another sen son , rvcn though such an act had not leeeiTed 
the sanctioo of the Gommittee. 

The other points of my instructions were followed up to 
the best of my ability^ as, it is humbly hoped> will be demon- 
strated in the narrative which follows. 

I eattnot, however, dose this preliminary statement, with- 
out conveying the public expression of ray thanks to Mr. 
Richard King, for his uniform attention to the health of the 
psrtj, and the readiness with which he assisted me in all 
cases where his services were required. To him the merit is 
due of whatever collections have been made in natural histo- 
ry, as well as of the preparation of a table of the temperatures 
of animals* lus« 4us* 

To the invaluable serriees of Mr. R. M'Leod, the narra* 
tive itself bears ample testimony; yet I must be permitted to 
indulge my own feelings, by offering to him here the tribute 
of my gratitude and esteem, for the aeal, eourage, constancy, 
and ability which he displayed in emergeneies and trials of 
no ordinary kind. * 

The men, also, and partieulariy those Irho accompanied 
me to the sea, were admiraby qualified for the service they 
undertook, and are entitled to my warmest eommendatioos 
for their genera] eondoct Nor can I withhold espeeisl no- 
tice of the three artillery-men who accompanied me from 
4 
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Montreal; their behaviour furnishing an instructive and use- 
fill examine to the others, and fully according with the hig^ 
and generous feeling which induced them first to engage in 
the eipedition. 

Numerous, indeed, are the obligations which I am under 
to a multitude of excellent persons, both in England and 
America, who either gave or offered assistance at different 
stag^es of the enterprise. A particular and circumstantial ac- 
knowledgment of all these is impossible; but my English 
friends, I am sure, will forgive me for making one exception. 
After the fire at Montreal, by which our hotel was ronsumrd, 
a rumour having got abroad that all the instruments, &c. be- 
longing to the expedition were destroyed, I reeeived^ not 
long afterwardst the following conununicaUon:-* 

*'A]l«nr,Apri!9.t6S3. 

"My DEAR SlB, 

**Wt hami Just heard of the deslraetion of the British Ame- 
rican Hotdt and It is reported yon haye suflered loss. Un- 
der these cireumstaneesy permit one of 
JHentU to offer tb do any thing for you in his power, by way 
of BBVLACiHtt any aiticles at his own expense. 

<<Any thing I can do for you it will give me pleasure to 
do, on hearing irom you^ 

'*With sincere regard, 

*«Yoors very truly, 

•'(In haste,) 

Ds Witt Bioomood. 
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Any comment on a letter so tiunourablc to the liberal and 
public-spirited writer would be superfluous. Such a gene- 
rous act wUl be duly estimated by^ every English reader. 

To my frit [k1 Dr. Richardson 1 owe a large debt of grati- 
tude tor many most useful suggestions, and for his friendly 
aid in general. The public also is hi?^ debtor, not only lor 
the valuable mutler contained ia the fuurth Chapter, but al.so 
for the exposition of the Batumi lii^tpry which iff found in 
the Appendix* 

Nor are my obligations less to Professor Christie, of Wool- 
wich, for his valuable 'fif^siftttinre in selecting some of the in- 
struments, and for his exan^iiiintioii ami analysis of the results 
of the ob.^ervationti made with them. I am also indebted to 
Professor Hooker, J. G. Children, Esq., and Dr. Fitton, for 
their kind SMtstance in different departments of science. 

Of the great and unaj^reeiable serviee afforded by the Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the Hudson's 
Bay Company, I have already spoken; but I should be in- 
deed ungrateful, if I were not to add that their benevolent 
intentions were zealously fulfilled, and their judicious ar- 
rangements carried into complete effect by Mr. Simpson, the 
resident Governor, and the various officers in the service of . 
the Company. Those who reflect how much, if not how en- 
tirely, the success of an expedition like that which I had the 
honour to command must necessarily hnve depended on the 
aid and co-operation of these gentlemen, will feel how in- 
cumbent il ]^ on rue to acknoudedge, as I now do, with .sin- 
cere and fer\ent gratitude, the prompt attention, the ready 
assistance, and the provident rare tor our wants, manifested 
by all and each of them in their respective depnrtments. Thii.^, 
for the complete and effective arranj^ements at Montreal 1 am 
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indebted lo Mr. James Keith, the agent of the Company at 
La Chine. At Norway House, chief factorf^ Chr isiio, Came- 
ron, Rowand, and Lewis rendered me important rvii c in 
the proquring of a crew, and sus;i:;f sted whatever usehii in- 
formation their experience and knowledge of the country 
enabled them to supply. By Mr. Christie, indeed, the 
\\ hole of the winter stock was lorwarded to the establish- 
ment at Fort Reliance. Neither can I pass over in silence 
the efficent and valuable services oi chief factors Charles, 
Smith, Stuart, and M'Kenzie, Sen.} of Mr. D. Ross at the 
depot of Norway House; Messrs. D. Mcintosh, Miles, j^ar- 
graves, and M<Murray, chief traders; and of Messrs. Hutch> 
inson, Brislois, and Clouston, clerks. The frank and hospita- 
ble kindness which was shown by all to myself persjonally 
will never be forgotten by mc, and is entitled to this public 
acknowledgment. 

The courtesy of His Excellency Lord Aylmer, and the 
gratifying attentions of the worthy citizens of Montreal and 
New York, arc of course to be attributed rather to their 
benevolent sympathy with the main purpose of the expedi- 
tion, than to any regard lor the individual who had been 
selected to conduct it. So regarded, their conduct is more 
hoiiourat)l(.' to them, nnd is at the same time not the less 
valued and held in reineiiihr^mce by me. To express my 
thanks might savour of pre.sumption; bul 1 lake the liberty 
of recording my feelings, in order that the tribute may be 
rendered by the British public 
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CHAPTER I. 



tkparturefhm BngkMii—Arrival atlihiiiireaL—PrtparaHon§/iir 

the ExpedUimwFire at th^ HateL-^ Departure from hn Chine — 
The St. Lawrence.— TVie Ottawa.—l^ffft Huron.— The SauU de 
Ste* AfoHr— Arrival at Fort WiUiam. — Distribution of the Load- 
ings. — 7%€ Manntuin Fail— Lac de la Pluie.—Arn'ral at Fort 
Alexander. — Afa^etic Observatimin -- Arrival nf Govmior Sf'mp- 
gon, aiul Arrangements mmle by him. — Arnvaiai Norway //<" .ff. — 
Diffich-Jfy of proeming Men/or the Service— Departure frmn A'or- 
ipoy Umtse, . . 

Of Sunday^ the 17th of •Februiry» 1833, aeeompanied by* 
Mr. Richard ^ing and three men^ two of whom had gain- 
ed ezperienee under Sir J. FranUin, I embarked •in the 
packet ahip Hibemia» Captain Maxwell^ from Liverpool; 
and, aAer a aomewhat boiaterona passage of Ihirty-five days, 
during part of whieh the ahip was entangled amongst Ice on 
St George's Bank,*anriTed at New York.* We were receiv- 
ed with every attention that politeness and hospitality could 
dictate. The usual forma at the Custom-house were dis- 
penaed with in our frvour; and all classes seemed anxioua to 
Iheilitate an undertaking, in the suceesa of which the warmeat 
interast was manifeatod. The proprieCora of the Ohio, steam- 
boat, o0ered that line vessel for our conveyance to Albany; 
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and, as we started from the whail, upwards of a thousand 
well-dressed persons, with our friend Mr. Buclmaan, Llie 
British consul, at their head, gave us three hearty cheers. 

»From Albany we travelle d in coaches or wagons, accord- 
ing to the quality of the roads, and reached MontrealH>a the 
9th of April, a day earlier tlian 1 had promised six months 
before. Mr. Keith, the principal olliccr of the Hudson's 
Bay Company at La Chine, lost no time lu acquauiting me 
that preparations for the expedition were in a forward state, 
and would be ready by the appointed time. He entertained, 
however, some doubt whether he could himself obtain the 
required number of able voyageurs; and thought that they 
might be selected, with greater advantage to the service, from 
among the old ^winterers*' resorting to a depdt of the Com- 
pany in the interior, which I should ntoemuiiSj hm to pass. 
He alsa informed me that detpttchtifly lent from E<Dgland, 
bad been forwarded to the rerident governor, Mr. Simpson; 
who, being thus apprised of our movementfy would be ena^ 
bled to co-operate accordingly. 

No sooner was it known in Montreal tiiat our Uttle party 
was in one of the hotels^ than the commandant, Lieutenant 
Colonel Macdougall, of the 70th regimenty and the officera 
of the gurriaoo, as well u the principal inhabitants of the 
town, waited upon us, and vied with other in adminis- 
tering to our eomfortSi and rendering as agreeable as possible 
the short time which remained to us for the enjoyment of 
eivilized society. 

I availed myself of this interval to ascertain the rates of 
the chronometers with the nicest precision, and to make a 
set of observations for the dip and magnetic intensity, witli 
Doilond's and Hansteen's needles; which operations, with 
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the numerous arrangements necessary for completing our 
outfit, fully occupied Mr. King and myself until our de- 
parture. 

Neither was I without a foretaste of the anxiety insepara- 
ble Ironi Lhe service on which I had embarked. A refractory 
spirit had of late been manifested by two of my three men, 
who even threatened to proceed no farther; for no better 
reason than a sudden and wayward apprehension of a jour- 
ney, which the strong expression of public sympathy had 
taught them to regard as beset with more than ordinary 
perils. Howeyery by eonTindng them of the diagrsee which 
would attend adiiertioBf and then despatching them at once, 
through the means of Mr. Keith^ to a diatant pott of the 
Company, I was emUed to retain tlieif aervioeay which I 
waa not without hope woaldj in the aequelj turn to good 
account Still thia ioetdcnt tauglit me the little dependence 
that could he placed on men who abrank finom dangers in 
prospect, and were ready to abandon an expedition in which» 
but two montha before, they had engaged with the utmost 
akcrity and seali and as Captain Anderaon, of the 6th bat* 
talion of Royal ArtiUeiy, had intunated the eager desire of 
sereral of his best men to accompany me» I wrote to Lord 
Aylmer, the Governor-general, and His Excellency was pleas^ 
ed to sanction the discharge of four for that purpose. Colo- 
nel Godby waa equally kind in affording me assistance; and, 
strengthened by those volunieers, I felt that I ^ad now a 
cheek on any that might hereafter prove refractory, as well 
as the comfortable assurance of having those with me on 
whom I could rely in the utmost wsed» 

On the evening of the 24th of ApriPa fire broke out in our 
hotel, just as we were about to quit it. - The performance of 
the Bohemian brothers had brought together a numerous 
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assemblage, principally of ladies; *and such was tlie fury of 
the flames, that for many the upper windows aflbrded the 
only nicans of escape. • Luckily, my baggage was, for the 
greater part, removed j and thus, though most of the pro- 
perty in the house was consumed, I hnr! chiefly to regret the 
loss of my only available barometer. i'he two which I had 
bi oiie;hi from England had been damaged in the voyage, and 
could not be repaired at Montreal; and the one thus unfor- 
tunately lost had been mo5t kindly obtained and presented 
by Mr. Walker^ to whom we were under maay other obli- 
gatious. 

'As I was compelled to hire a certain number of tw)yf/^c?/r.f 
for the expedition, and they are generally an extremely 
superstitious race, there was reason to apprehend that I might 
find a difliculty In doing *?o, if, wr^s not unlikely, they cho?p 
to construe as an evil omen thiij untoward accident, fnarking 
the moment of our dej)arture.' I must own, therefore, that 
it was with some pleasure that, on arriving at La Chine the 
following morning (April 2'>th,) accompanied by my friend 
Colonel Macdouejall, I found (lu in far too assiduous in their 
liljaiions to Bacchu^^ to be subject to any less potent influ* 
ences. 

Notwithstanding the alarm and confusion of the preceding 
night, a number of the officers of the garrison, and many of 
the respectable inhabitants; collected spontaneously together, 
to ofler us a last tribute of kindness. 'We embarked amidst 
the most enthusiastic cheers, and firing of musketry.* The 
two canoes shot rapidly through the smooth waters of the 
canal, and were followed by the dense crowd on the banks. 
A few minutes brought us to the St. Lawrence, and, as we 
turned the stems of our little vessels up that noble stream, 
one long loud huzxa bade us &rewelll 
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Both our maitre.-anwtf* and the other, which was of 
smaller dimensions, were rather lumbered than loaded. 
Every package had been reduced or augmented to a **piecc" 
of 90 lbs. we ight; and, as there were only about fifty of these 
akogether, we were what is termed "hnll- loaded," and in a 
condition, thr relore, to make reasonable speed, with anything 
like an eflicient Crew. In our case, however, there was an 
unavoidaljle mixture of old hands and **mangeurft r/e lardy" 
or green-liorns; and there was scarcely one who liad failed 
to take advantage of the last opportunity of getting drunk. 
At the head of them was Paul, an old Iroquois guide, who 
was, however, otherwise invaluable, as, I really believe, he 
knew the situation of every dangerous rock in the whole line 
ol rapids between Montreal and Hudson's Bay. 

Turning off to the right, we entered the Ottawa,* which 
(like the Moselle after its confluence with the Rhine,) for 
some distance below the junction rolls on its brown waters 
unmixed with the clear stream of the St Lawrence. 'On 
coming abreast of a village, near which stood a Urge cross, a 
few paces fruin the church, the more devout of the voyageurs 
went on .shore, and, standing in a musing posture, implored 
the protection of the {);itron saint in the perilous enterprise 
on which they were embarked'; while their companions, little 
affected by their piety, roared out to them to ^^s^embun^utrf" 
and paddled away to the merry tune of a lively canoe song. 
We soon reached the rapid of St. Anne; and, having ascend- 
ed it with a trifling injury to one of the canoes, we encamp- 
ed on an island in the pretty Lake of the Two Mountains. 

As our ruute was precisely liie same witii that fuUowed by 
the Company's people every season, which has been de- 

•I 

*A large canoe used betweea Montreal and Fort WilUaiD, on the 
banks of Lake Soparior. 
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leribed by Sir A. M'Kenzie, as well as by mora moilerii ' 
tnyellers,* a minute detail of our progress seems unneeei- 
sary; and it will be sufficient merely to indicate a few of the 
principal places in the line of country from La Chine to the 
aouth-weat end of Great Slave Lake, from which point the 
diieovery properly begina. By the kindness of Coloael Du- 
yemety Uie canoei were permitted to gp through the govern- 
ment canal, whleh cuts off the dangerous rapid of the long 
Sauit. They were aflerwuds towed by the steam-boat 
which plies between that place and Bytown, a village beauti- 
fully situated on the heights between the Rideau and theChau- 
di^re Falls; in which latter, only the evening before several 
raftsmen had been unfortunately engulfed. Lieutenant Kains, 
who commanded the steam-boat, could not be prevailed on 
to accept any remuneration for the important service thus 
rendered to us. 

During the night, two of our young hands deserted; a 
casualty, however, which did not give me any uneasiness, 
and relieved me from an) lurther apprehension on their ac- 
count Indeed, the probability of such an event is usually ' 
taken into account by those who are accustomed to this mode 
of travelling, and a few extra men are generally engaged as 
a reserve. 

April 86*— Having arrived at a portag^-^by which term^ 
it is almost unneceasary to say, is understood a place where, 
by reason of some obstruction to the navigation, it is neces- 
sary to carry the baggage and canoes — ^we were kindly in- 
vited to br«ikfa>t at the house of an Indian fur trader of the 
name of Day. This old gentleman declared, that his fiselingi 
were so warmly excited by the praiseworthy object of the 
expedition, that he could hardly refrain, even at his ad- 

^Herman, Rms Cox, 8jr J, FranUin, Blajor hoag, 4kc» 
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yaneed agei iW>iii offering hU iemeea. At one of the Com- 
pftiijr's posts, called Fort dea Chata, I found my three men 
who had been aent from Montreal; and» having embarked 
them, with aerenteen <<pieeea" out of nineteen whieh had 
been forwarded by the ateam-boat, we proceeded along rapida, 
which more or leaa detained ua untU we got to Fort Cou* 
loDge. The houaea above thia were far apart, and the popu- 
lation comparatively thin; but, on my return in 1S9$, I waa 
agreeably aurpriaed toaee many comfortable dwellings erect- 
ed in the interval,, surrounded by smiling com fielda, and 
a ni m a te d by gronpa of botti aezea, who looked from the win- 
dowa or atood on the banka to see ua paaa. 

•Leaving the Ottawa, we diverged to the left, up a deep and 
black stream, so overhung by aombre roeka and withered 
treea, and ao bleak and lifeleaa, that it aeemed the very home 
of melancholy and deapair, and forced upon my recollection 
an admirable painting repreaenting Sadak in search of the 
waters of oblivion.* It took ua to Lake Nipiainj^ whence 
we deaeended by the Rivite des Fran^ais into Iiake Huron; 
our progreaa through which was so impeded by fogs and head 
winds, that it was not until May 1 1th that we reached the 
Sault de Ste. Marie, at the head of the lake, and the extreme 
point to whieh civilisation haa yet extended. 

Some surprise waa testified at our early arrival by my old 
acquaintance Mr. Betfaune, who informed me that the vast 
quanti^ of floating ice on Lake Superior had prevented his 
forwarding the despatches mentioned by Mr. Keith before 
the lat of the month; ao that, in reality, they were only eleven 
days in advance of me> though aent from England in Decem- 
ber. My only regret at this circumstance was, the very 
limited time which would be thus afibrded Mr. Simpson for 
aiding the expedition in the elBcient manner to which, I was 
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well tnured, hit seal woald {Nrompt him. Ai yet, I had 
not one-third of the ntoenary numbor of volunteers to go 
tiurou|h the ieirice; and there were many other important 
airangements thit eould be tatiaiactorUy made bjr the resident 
governor alone. 

Owing to the seareity of proviekms in the interior, it be- 
eame advisable to take a supply for five weeks; and a third 
canoe was purchased to assist in carrying it Before leaving 
the Saultf I waited on the officers of the AnMrican garrison, 

' accompanied by the gentkmen of the Company; and it is al-* 
most superfluous to say, that we experienced a leoeption in 
perfect keeping with the strong feeling of interest which had 
been manifested for us througfiout the state of New York. 
But the commanding officer, Captain Baxly, not satisfied 
with the ordinary courtesies of polite attention, sent us a 
more substantial proo( of his kindness, in the shape of pre- 
pared venison, tongues, sweet corn, and many other dainties; 
whieh, though most welcome on their own account, were, in 
my estimation, stiU more valuable for the iSeeling which had 

' prompted the present 



Nothing beyond the ordinary causes of detention occurred 
while crossing the northern extremity of Lake Superior. At 
a post called the Pic, we were liberally supplied with fresh 
butter and fish by my old friend Mr. M' Murray, who would 
willingly have had us remain the night with him. The in- 
viting appearance of the weather induced us to decline his 
hospitality; and it .was not a little mortifying, then fore, to 
find ourselves soon enveloped in a dense fog, which batted 
the skiH of our guide, and compelled us to land. 

On the 20th of May we arrived at Fort William, much to 
the eatoniabment of Mr. 0. M<intosh, the gentleman in 
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'tkufgt, who tflaored ua that the light otnoet of the preceding 
MifOD hid be0o iaHy twelve days later. It was here that the 
large eaaoea were to be czehanged for smaller, better cilcu- 
latod to overcome the numerous impediments which obatniet 
the narigation of the inhind rivers; and I had every reaaon 
to be aatiafied with the two beautiful ones which had been 
constraeted for the purpose, by the direction of Governor 
Simpaon, and under the aupeiintendence of Mr. M'lntoah. 

An entire day was now devoted to the examining and re- 
packing of our various stores and instruments. Our <<North 
Canoe»" hronght from Montreal, was also repaired; for, lumr 
bered as we were with piroyisions, it was found imj^^ticable 
to ascend the shallow waters of the Kaminettiquoia without 
taking her, in addition to the two new ones; and 1 did this 
the less reluctantly, as no extra expense was thus incumd, 
and there were hands enough to manage the three. 

* 

The Caaadtan toj^afeur in all reapecta, a peculiar eha- 
fieler; and o« no point ia he more senaitire, or, rather, to 
uae an exp r e w i ve teim, more loucsfty, than in the jnat difiri* 
tmtiea of ''pieeea** among the aereral eanoet-forming a party. 
It mutt be admitted, at the same time, that he has reiy aub* 
alBBtial fcaaona fiir being partieular in this matter, fat he well 
kaowa thai, auppoaing the eanoea to be in other reapeeta 
equally matehed, a very small inequality of weight win make 
a eoaaidttiUe difibrenee in their relative apeed, and will oe* 
caaion, moreover, a longer detention at the portages. The 
usual mode is for the g^ide to aeparate the pieces, and then to 
distribute or portion them out by lots, holding in his hand 
little sticks of diierent lengths, which the leading men draw. 
From the decision so made there is no appeal, and the parties 
go away lao^og or grumbling at their different fortunes. 
These important preliminariei^ therefore^ being settled to the 
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luierable satisfaction of those concerned, we took Iea\ e of 
our friendly host, and 'encamped at the imposing fall of Xa- 
kabikka, by the voyageurs commonly called the Mountain 
Fall.* This has been well and graphically described by Major 
Long* and Sir J. Franklin ;t in magnitude it is^nferior only 
to the Niagara or the Falls of Wilberforce^ whilst it far sur- 
passes both in pictures<^ effect* 

On the 2Gth, the despatch canoe (a sort of mail) overtook 
U8 at the Savannah port.ige; and 1 i;ladiy seized the opportu- 
nity it allorded me of sending a loiter to Mr. Simpson, with 
a reqaibition tor men and stores, and a request tJiat lie \^•ouki 
do me the favour to make certain in(|iiiries as to liie must 
practicable route Lu the Thlew-ce-choii-dezelli4^ 

While descending the uairow and encumbered stream of 
the SavaniKdi, William Malley, one of my volunteer artille- 
rymen, .slipped oil a Hoatifig tree, as he was attempting to 
open a passage for the canoes, and narrowly escaped being 
drowned; but he bore the accident with so much indiffer- 
ence and good humour as to call forth the admiration of Paul, 
who at once predicted that he would make a good voyageur. 

On the 31 fit, we crossed Lac de la Pluie, which well sus- 
tained iLs name and character, by receiving us with a pelUng 
rain w hich drenched us to the skin. There was neither meat 
nor lish at the Conipauy eslablisluiient, and, owing to the 
failure of the crops^ scarcely any rice, (wild rice, Folk ar- 
vine, Zizania aquaticUy) which is generally abundant at 

* "Narrative of an Expediuon to St Peter's River, LAke Winne- 
t "Second Journey to tlie Polar Sea.'* 

tDezeth, desseh, tesey. dtc. being only the tame word for rivor, will 
ia falure be omkted in the Narrative. 
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this »*oiitary station, growing m the bwampy ground round 
the lake. We encamped on a small island in the Lake of 
the Woods, which was literally covered with a dwarf species 
of prickly pear (Cacttis opuniia, ) much to the annoyance 
of the meo^ whoae feet were soon stuck full of its irritating 
prickles. 

On the 6th of June we arrived at Fort Alexander, situated 
at the southern extremity of Lake Winnepeg. Here I had 
hoped to find the governor, and was not a little disappointed 
' when informed by Mr. Clouston, the gentleman in charge, 
that it might be several day before he arrived; Uiougli, as 
the despatch canoe had leli the day before, there was every 
reason to suppose that he was by that time in possession of 
my letter, and, therefore, would naturally infer that I could 
not be far off. Important as everv hour was to the accom- 
plishment of my plans, it was ol sLiil greater moment to me 
to see Mr. Simpson personally; and, aware of the probability 
of our passing each other unobserved, if I attempted to hasten 
towards him in a canoe, I preferred the aheriiat iv e of remain- 
ing quietly at the establishment, and so securmg an interview 
which I so ardently desired. 

To beL^nile the time, the stores were examined, and the 
few which the rain had damaged were exposed to the sun, 

dried, nnd rarefnlly repac ked. I also made n set of obser- 
vations fur the dip. Thf- result was 79° 12',* making a dif- 
ference of 25 minutes from those tiken on n fonnei orca- 
sion. The vibrations nnd dip were rtscr-rlai ued alten^atelv, 
according to the tare nl the mst ninietit; and all were satis- 

£iCtory enough, except needle No. 2, reversed^ with the lace 

* The resultii are thow glvea bjr the iostrument, witbotttaoy wtur 
tkui for tein|i«ratiir«. 
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of the instrument east, when a considerable alteration appear- 
ed both in the number of the vibraUons and tlie point at 
which the needle finally rested. . A second trial sliowed a 
similar discrepancy. The reason of this peeulianly I could 
not divine until about an hour afterwards, when some gen- 
tlemen arrived from the westward, and acquainted us that 
they had just encountered a severe thunder shower, though 
the sky over the fort underwent no visible change, and wore 
the same sultry aspect as it had done most of the £oreDOOii. 

Amongst the people wlio liad accompanied us from Mem- ' 
treal, was a tall fine-luoking iellow of the name of Larke, 
who had volunteered, and, indeed, had taken a great deal of 
trouble to get entered for the cxpediLion. He had passed a 
part of his life in tlic woods, was particularly well qualified 
for such ai) uiulertaking;, nnd had attracted uiiivfrsrtl ndmira- 
tion by his apparent deLeimination to brave all cliiTiculties. 
This uiaii iiuvv, liowever, came to mc, and in a humble tone 
solicited his discharge, as, to use his own phrase, **hc was 
sure we should be all starved to death;" and so linnly was 
this unmanly resolution fixed in his nund, that he declared 
nothing should force him to go on. It is unncccssnry to say 
that such pusillanimous weakness was utterly irreconcilable 
with an enterprise like that in which we were engapjed, which 
demanded an entire sacrifice of home comforts, and an en- 
thusiastic and unreflecting ardour in the prosecution of itB 
objects. ' I was not sorry, therefore, that the disease had 
shown itself so early; for, had it broken out hereafter, at a 
more critical period of the adventure, the infection might 
have spread in a manner too formidable for remedy. He 
bad his wish| %nd with it a recommendation, at the same 
time» to the Company to oblige him to serve, in some dis- 
tant part, the full term of his three years' engagement 
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Mr. H. Berens, who was on his way to Canada from the 
Red River Colony, brought me the pkasing; intelligence that 
Mr. Simpson would very shortly follow; and as the latter 
gt iilh niiin was about to return to England, without proceed- 
ing lo Liie depot at Norwav House, it wns torLunate that I had 
determined on remaiiiiag, thou^li it was certain that nothing 
which prudence and experience could suggest would have 
been omiUed Lo promote ray views. I learned froni Mr. Be- 
rens tha. >\]\d cuiuiiy at Red River was in a prosperous statej 
and that notwithstanding Uie failure of the crops last season, 
meat was from three halfpence to two-pence a pouDd, and 
«gg9 three-[}ience a dozen. 

June 10th. — Governor Simpson arrived, and communicat- 
ed to me the mea.siires he had adopted, as well as the result 
of a council held by soine of the principal of^oen of the Com- 
pany^ respectii^ the a^atrs of the expedition. 

Every aid, it seemed, was to be rendered to our operations; 
the stores were to he thrown open for our use; and the ser- 
viri's and cxpcncnce of several well-informed individuals 
were to he made available for preventint;^ thost: accidents to 
wdiicli our remote situation, or other local circumstances, 
might particularly expose ns. Part of the stores ordered last 
year were at Cumberland Houscj and the remainder would 
be tht re betore c reached that Station. Of pemmican Mr. 
Simpson anticijiated a less plentiful supply, on account of the 
migration of the butFalo from the plains in tlie neighbourhood 
of Carlton and Edmunton, tlie two principal posts for collect- 
ing that useful, and, to im, mdispensable provision. Yet, as 
orders had been transmitted along the whole line of l oute up 
to Great Slave Lake to hoard provision for tlie ex|>ediiion, 
there was every reason to heiieve that we should not be ex- 
posed to inconvenience. 
6 
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' Two additional men were engaged by the Governor; and 
for the rest he recommended me to go as speedily as possible 
to Norway House; where, by intercepting the different 
brigades of boats on their way to Hudson's Bay, 1 might 
have an opportunity of selecting a choice crew of old hands. 

Two letters, which about this time I received from Mr. 
Simpson, arc so creditable to him, both as regards his capa- 
city as Governor and Ins feelings as a man, that, though 
written with no such view, I cannot deny myself the gratifi- 
' cation of making them public. If they excite in others only 
a small part of the admiration with which I re^rded them, 
Mr. Simpson will have no raason to complain. My own 
feelings towards him may be understood, when it is seen 
that he thua literally identified himself with the expedition, 
and, wh'di was scarcely of less value, impressed those around 
him with the same sentimenta. . 



'<7b Captain Back, R. N., Commander qf the Jiretie 

Land Expedition* 

"Red River Spttlrmcnt, 
7th June, 1832. 

"My DEAa Sia, 

**I am in possession of two very valuable comnmnications 
from you, wiiicli came to hand yetitcrday j one dated London, 
December 14th, ISiiii — tiie other at GrosCap, Lake Superior, 
May 12th, 16^3. 

**It is with unteiiz;ned regret T ht!Vf> to stair that impiTions 
circumatances oblige me to forego the pleasure of a personal 
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interview witli you, on your route to the scene of your ope- 
rations: hut the state of my health is so deranged as to ren- 
der It absolutely necessary for me to proceed direct from 
hence to Canada, and thence to England, for the benefit of 
mediral ndvice. Indeed, so completely invalided am I at 
pre.scrit, that in this communication i am ^Idi^ed to have re- 
course to dicUtioQ, being unequal to the iatigue of vyriting. 

"Permit me, however, my dear Sir, to nssure you that I 
have perused the.se favours, together with the jirinted plan of 
the expedition under your command, with impressions of the 
most lively interest Indeed, such are the Immane and plii- 
lanthropic views of the enterprise altogetiier, tliat they cannot 
fail to excite and command the sympathies of all with whom 
you may come in contact 

"For myself, allow me to say, that in my individual as 
well ris official capacity, I am exceedingly anxious to further 
your benevolent views: and I cannot but rejoice that the con- 
duct of the enterprise »s intrusted to one whose experience, 
character and abilities have been already so well appreciated 
by the British public in reference to former expeditions. 

^^What may be the &te of thoae who are the objects of 
your humane exertioni it iSy in the present state of things, 
impossible to aty. Should the worst forebodings be realited, 
•tiU the expense and fatigue of the expedition will be com- 
pfHitalCfd abundantly in the valuable acquisitions which dis- 
covery and science will aeqaire, collaterally^ in its proaeeu- 
tion; while the public in s^encral, and your party in particu- 
lar, will have the proud satisfaction of having done all within 
the reach of human exertion for the relief of fellow creatures 
auppoaed to be in cireumatancea at whie^ our nature ahud- 
dera* ■ 
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**I fully concur in Mr. Keith's suggestions, respecting the 
necessity of llinej exporienoed men who arc inured to tlie 
fatigues of the country. There will probably be stomc diffi- 
culty in [II ocuring volunteers; but I am happy to conhde this 
part of the ai rangemcnt to Messrs. Chief-factors Cameron and 
Christie, gentlemen, who, from their experience in the coun- 
try, and well known benevolence of ohamctcr, are eminently 
calculated to assist in furthering the well-being and comfort 
of the party. Mr. Charles will meet you at Jack River, and 
is directed to give you the full bonetit of his experience and 
local knowledge of the country about Slave Lake and its 
▼tcioity. 

"By the enclosed you will perceive thut the Council have 
nominated four officers in thi Conipiiiy's service, all men of 
courage and ability; any one of whom will fully adequate 
to the duties which may devolve upon luiu under your com- 
mand. Hope of speedy promotion in the service is the re- 
ward held out to such person of that number as may embrace 
the opportunity of aidingand furthering \ our views and objects. 
In fine, I wish it to be perfectly underslood that all our re- 
sources are available to you; that our craft will be at your 
service, and our stores at your cornmand; and that this letter 
is to be cun.sidtTt'd .li!; .sufricicnt authonl}' for- you tO call tbose 
resource's mlu action as ocouiion may require. 

<<BelieTe me» my dear Sir» 

* "Yours most faithfully, 

«0xo. SniPsoK." 
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^^To ^ilexa/uirr R. M^Leod or Simon M'UiUiprai/ , Ks- 
quires; and to Mr. John M'Ltod^ or Mr, Murdoch 
M*^Fheram. 

"Red River Stttttenent, 
fftb June, 1833. 

, **Aa expedition has beea pliuined by the Gofvernor and 
Qominittee and the Arctic Society, in which hia Majesty 'a 
Gevemment and the Britiah public take the deepeat jntarea^ 
having for ita object the diacoyery of Captain Roaa and hia 
crewi and tiie rdiering them from their supposed peritona 
ntuation, ift still in exMienee; together with the survey of 
those unknown regiona on the northern coaat of America 
lying between Point Tamagaln and the Straita of the Fury 
and Heela. 

"The command of this expedition has been g;iven to Cap- 
tain Back) R. N. ; and the Governor and CommiUee liavc 
directed that every sujjportj assistance, and facility be afford- 
ed that gentleman towards carrying; the imporiani objects 
alluded to into effect, which wc arc most anxious should be 
met with Uie best feeliugi in spirit and to the letter. 

<<G^iptain Back will require the aaaistanoe of one of the 
Honourable Company's officers on this misaion; and we aee 
none so likely to render him the assistance required as one 
of yourselves. We therefore call upon one of you, in the 
order in which your names stand at the head of this lett^, 
to join Captain Back without delay, and to act under the 
command of that gentleman in the service in question; and 
as sn encouragement to enter, on this dangeroua service^ we 



46 



J0UENE7 TO TBS SH0R£8 



I 



hereby assure to you Alexander Roderick M*Leod, Esquire, 
or to you Simon M*Gilli\fray, Esquire, our warmest support 
towards early promotion to a chici lactorship, in the event 
of either embarking on this enterprise, and rendering to Cap- 
tain Back such valuable services as we consider you qualified 
to afford; and to Mr. John M'Leod, or Mr. Murdoch 
M'Pherson, we hereby promise our warmest support to- 
war48 early promotion to a chief tradership, in the event of 
either embarking on this enterprise, and rendering in like 
manner to Captain Back such valuable services as we consider 
you capable of affording, besides an increase of salary of 
100/. per amium for the time you may be employed on this 
expedition. 

^'I am, Gentiemen, 

*<Your most obedient Servant, 

"'Geo. Simfson." 

Flattering, as these arrane;tnients were, and in the hurry 
of our affairs decidedly the best that could have been made, 
I felt nevertheless that the time necessary to collect my party 
and stores, and convey them into the int( rior ;i<i;:il[is! ilie 
obstacles and difficulties of an unknown route, would .serious- 
ly obstruct, if it did not entirely prevent, my getting to the 
Polar Sea this autumn. Not that this would materially affect 
our ulterior object, as I believe the most sane:uine never con- 
templated the idea of our being in a condition to ailurd suc- 
cour to Captain Ross and his much-endurinj^ party before 
the suimner of 1S34. Vet for many reasons it was desirable 
that the situation and nearest route to the river Thlew-ee- 
choh, and thence to the sea, should be discovered, if practi- 
cable, by the time the laden batteaux should get to Slave 
Lake; more especially as it would tend to encourage the men, 
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who, generally speaJuDg» are always more or lew nervous 
on new ground. 

Alicr the departure oi Mr. and Mrs. Simpson, I prepared 
to leave Fort Alexander — to the great delight of the voya- 
geurs^ who had been so tormented by the mosquitoes that 
they longed to get to the cool breo'/os of Lake Winnipeg, 
and indulge in the luxury of an undij>Lurbed nap. My com- 
panion Mr, King, among others, was severely punished, to 
his no little disappointment, — as, being indifferent to the 
attacks of Knglisli insocls of every description, he had fondly 
imagined he siiuuld be invulnerable to those of America. 
But a dipping in the Styx itaclf would not have saved him 
from the dartJ of the indefatigable aearchers after blood to 
which he was now exposed; iiiid he rose in the murning with 
features so c}ian u;ed that it wa8 diilicuit to recognii»e the friend 
of the preceding night 

At 4 A. M. of the ilth of June, we left tht- establishment; 
but the wind blew so hard, that we had not proceeded more 
than three miles befurc the lielght of the waves, which broke 
freely over both sides of the canoes, obliged us to encamp. 
But few birds of any kind were seen; and though I remem- 
bered that on a former occasion the wild piE;ef)ns were very 
numerous, yet none were now found near the fort, though 
the cleared land around tiic lied River colony, not more than 
a day^s march off, was said to swarm with them. On the 
12th and following day we made considerable pro^la .ss. The 
weather afterwards became unsettled and stiiniu . Geese, 
ducks, plover, gulls, and tern, were seen >i):ti mgly scattered 
along the east shore of thr hiki-, which, unlike the mountains 
to the north, which are hmestone,* is composed of smooth 
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and rounded granitic rocks of little altitude^ intervening be* 
tween low banks^ with aand^ and skirted by a awampy coun- 
try behind. From the different ridges of sand in the bays 
between the rocks, and the increase of Teg^tion on theaii 
I oottcluded that the shore was gradually gaining on the 
Water; and this opinion seems confirmed by the fact that the 
Company has been obliged to change the sitoation of Old 
Norway House, on the opposite side, owing to the rapidly 
progressive advance of tfa» water there. In fticA, it has so 
undermined and wariied away the banks, as to have airived 
within a few feet of a buildings the distance of which Irom 
the edge of the lake in 1619 was upwards of three hundred 
yards. Few pelicans were noticed; and as these birds are 
faithful attendants at good fishing jdaces, for wliich the lake 
is remarkable, the Canadians augMred an indillerent season. 

I 

On the 17th of June, having hoisted the Company's flag, 
we arrived at the depdt -called Norway House, situated on 
Jack River. Our reception was most cordial. Messrs. Chris- 
tie, Rowand, Lewis, and Donald Ross, for most of whom I 
had letters from my exo^ent friend Mr. Garry, lost not a 
moment in tendering all the sssistanee in their power. But 
notwithstanding the good feeling on their part, some trouble 
was experienced from the exorbitant terms proposed by the 
men who seemed disposed to volunteer. The bulk of the 
people from the more remote stations had already passed the 
depdt; and those who remained, either reinetant to expose 
themselves to the hazard of what was justly considered an 
enterprise of danger, or influenced by the strong desire of 
gpdn, demanded Uie same privileges and emoluments which 
had been granted to the men employed on the two Govern- 
ment expeditions under Sir J. Franklin. Unreasonable as 
this seemed to us, we had no choice but to yield in part to- 
their demands; and even then, it w^ not until I had taken 
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infinite piifipi by pointing out on the map the whole line of 
my openttonfl» by leaseoing the dangtr and magnifying our 
reioureesy and, finally^ by arouiing the slumbering apirit of 
the Highlander^ that James M'Kay^ to whom I first address- 
ed myself^—e powerful fettow^ and one of the bast steersmen 
in the country, — at length consented to be my follower. The 
example onee set was soon imitated, and others, moie or leas 
qnalified, completed my list to within two of the comple* 
ment Two daya aufiiced to equip them] and as e targ^ sup- 
ply of stores, together with sixty bags of pemmican and two 
new boati, or batleaux, were already at Cumberland House, 
I despatched Mr. King, with written instruetions and fifteen 
men, to precede me to that post I remained behind to ae* 
cure, if possible, another steeisman, and a middleman for a 
eaaoe, with which it was my intention to push on, by the 
Athabasca, to Cheat Slave Iiakc} whence I hoped a route 
might be found to the Thlew-ee-ehoh, and where tt all ev^ts 
an eligible place might be selected for our winter residence. 
About the eame time Mr. Christie and sereral other gentle- 
men took theur departm for York factory, with a promise to 
proTide me, if possible, with an Esquimaux interpreter, either 
in the person o[ my old friend Augustus, who was expected 
from the Labrador coast, or in that of a lad of the name of 
Dunning, then at Churchill, and represented by Goyemor 
Simpson as equal to the task. 

Messrs. Cameron, Lewia, Soss, and myscll^ were now 
the only persona left at the depdt; and I may conscientiously 
aay that I almost counted the hours, in my anxiety for the 
arriTsl of the parties, from either of which it was supposed I 
might get the men required. They came at last; and two 
Canadiaos, former acquaintances of mine, presented them- 
aelTCS, almost breathless with haste, as candidatea for the 
aenrice. Their mcrito being known to me, I made no aeni- 
7 
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pie about reeeiving tfasniy and directed their i^jfeementa to 
be made out In the mean time, howe7er» returning to the 
eampy they were met by their wives, who were no iooner 
made acquainted with the tranaactioa than they resorted to 
different, though as it seema equally efficacimiBy methods of 
diverting them from their purpose. The one, a good strap- 
ping dame, cuffed her husband's ears with such dexterity and 
good will, that he was fain to cry peecavi, and seek shelter 
in a friendly tent; the other, an interesting girl of seventeen, 
burst into tears^ and with piteous sobs dung to the huaband 
of her love, as if she would hold him prisoner in her arms. I 
had therefore to look elsewhere; and it vas not until the 
26th, that George Sinclair (born in the country, and an ad- 
mirable ateersman) engaged on similar terms with M*Kay. 
There now wanted but one; and tbia deficiency wa9 with 
great kindness supplied by Mr. Cameron's allowing me to 
take an Iroquois belonging to the Company, on condition 
that if he went beyond Slave Lake, he should be entitled ta 
the same advantagee as the othera.* 

*The men eofaged for the expedition were the foUowille^— 

Thomas Matthowa { ^ 
WilUam Matthews j Carpeoters. 
John Roes i 

William Malley lA.»ai«-M«-« 
Hnph Canon VArtnierymen. 

David Williiimson j 

William Rowland { b";.w.,-^ 

Thomas Anderaon " J ««MriDen. 

Malcolm Smith. 

Donald M'DonaW. 

Morrieon MorriSDO. 

* ' te^^TavS? jBmafed afterwards. 

ChnrlcK Boulanfper. ■ ' • 
Pierre Kanaquaui. 
' Tboltate Hassel loteriireter. 

^ iUaif iba foUowing, who were soUeqaentbr disebarged:— . 

■ ' Adletae De Charloit. Pierre Atcasta. 

■ " La Charits. Two more Iroguoit. 

OKwiar Seguin. . Frangoit Ho<de. 
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All was now complete; and, after writing despatchf s for 
His Majesty's Government and the Arctic Committee, let- 
ters, &c., I took leave of my worthy host Mr. Eossy and at \ 
S A. M», June 28th, left Norway House. 
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CHAPTER n. 



€}ommencement of the Expedition,— Interview uith Mr. Charles.— 
Wind-bound by a Land Gale.—.\ receipt for the Cure of ''Blue 
Derih?''—Deficriptinn of a Voyageur's Tent. — A Land Storm, — 
TVie Graiul lia pi (f ~ Advance of Cultivation.— Arrival at Cumber- 
land House. — Di'parture of the Baiteaux wider Mr. Kin^. — Em- 
burk ill a Canoe,— IVorking of the Boat* in the Rapids,— Isle d la 
Crosse.— Bt^alo Lake— A SqwUL—A Skufdcr-Portage la Locke, 
'^^ect tht Seenenf,^fnUnig» witk Mr, Stuart and Mr. A, 
MLeod.-^7%e latter vebmtwrw to aeeompany the ExpediHom.^Ar' 
rivtat Port Chippewy€M.-^htformati(m o# to ihem^n^oMdJttmtebif 
tke Fond du Locj^Jaumeg r§mmei,'-~Salt Riv€r,'~Slcet^ a 
Part9 af Mian»,''lkaer^tien nf the SaH Springe,— hdian En- 
eampmenL^htfermatien qf the Natinee aetoUte Rieere TWdv-iv- 
ckoh and TMm,^ArrM at Fort Rteobaitm, 

June 28th. — This was a happy 'lay for me; and as tlie 
canoe pushed off from the bank, my heart swelled with hope 
and joy. Now, for the fir.si time, I saw niyseif in a condi- 
tion to verify the kiad anticijations of my frieudj*. The 
preliminary difficultie s had been overcome: I was fairly on 
the way to the accomplishment of the benevolent errand on 
which I had been commissioned: and the contemplation of 
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an iihjoct so worthy of all exertion, in which I thought my- 
sc'll at length free to iiiduigc, raised my spinta to a more 
' thaa ordinary pitch of excitement. 

We paddled aloo^ with little respite, until 5 p. m.» when 
a amall speck was seen under the steep sandy cliffs round 
Mossy Pointf on the northern boundary of Lake Winnipeg. 
It vna coming towards us, and was at first taken for an In- 
dian canoe; but as we approached, I had the satisfaction to 
find that it was the Company's light canoe from the Atha- 
basca, with Messrs. Smith and Charles, two gentlemen whom 
I had long wished to see. From the latter I now learnt that 
he had made every endeavour to obtain, by inquiries from 
the Indians, a tolerably correct notion of the situation of the 
river fhlew-ee-choh ; the result of which was an opinion that 
it lan somewhere to the north-east of (rront Slave Lake, in 
a position not t'lr from that which liad been spectilntivcly 
a?*«5ig;ned to it 1)\ ni\ friend Dr. Hit hai c]5on and myself. Mr. 
Cliarlr's had furtlier been iriioi-niecl hy ;in Iiulian chief, call- 
ed the "Grand .leune Homme," wliose hunting grounds were 
in the neighbourhood of Great Slave Lake, that the Ttih \v- 
ee-ehoh was so full of rapids as to make it doubtful if boats, 
or u:fl( (hI lar2;e cnnoes, could desocnd it; but that, by pur- 
guinir a (lillerint course to jr large river, called Tch-lon, such 
difficulties would be avoided; whilst the distance between 
the mouths of the two rivers was so tndmg, that the smoke 
of a firp made at one was distinctly visible at the other. 
The chiel had drawn a rough outline of the trnrk, some part 
of which i recognised asbein2;on the bordei s of Sla%'c Lake; 
but the directions assigned to the rivers could not be explain- 
ed hy either of the gentlemen, nor was I able to bring my- 
self to any satisfactory conclusion about them. The waters, 
however, were described as abounding in fish, and the coun- 
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try in animalB; and, what was not 1e» gratifying, the chief 
and iome othera were willing and desiroua to accompany me* 

Mv. Charles was the ofiicer in charge of tlic Athabasca 
district; and having resided at Chippcw van TorL, he was well 
t^uaiihed lu judge of the accuracy ul au opinion expressed 
by Mr. A. Stewart, a gentleman whom I had seen at .Mon- 
trual, Ihai a practicahlc route might be found from the bot- 
tom or eastern extremity of that lake. He disclaimed, how- 
ever, any knowledge of such a route, though he thought it 
desirable tliat I should ascertain the fact. He, as well as Mr. 
M'Kenzie, at Isle k la Crosse, had provision for us, if re- 
quired^ and after some further arrangements respecung boats 
at the north end of Portage la Loche, and the procuring of 
dogs along the route, in all of which he cheerfully met my 
wishes, we separated, both for the sea, though in directions 
very diffiereot The evening was «alm and clear, and, if the 
strength of the men had been equal to my impatience, we 
should have paired the niglit on the water; but they had been 
nearly eighteen mmra labouring at the paddles, and I oould 
not refuse them a little real: at 8^ 4"* p. m., therefore, we 
encamped on the beach, and were instantly beset by swarms 
of mosquitoes. 

The appearance of the rlilTs or steep banks, from Mossy 
to New Limestone Point, is somewhat remarkable: they are 
composed of clay, with a superstratum of vegetable substances 
about six feet thick; the layers of which appear to be hori- 
zontally luliated, like the leaves of an out'^pread book. In 
colour they vary from a kii.h brown to a light ochre, and 
they rest entirely on a substratum of calcareous sand, with 
small fragments of water-worn limestone, on which tlie lake 
is constantly encroaching, as may be distinctly seen by the 
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DumberfeiB broken items of trewiy whoM rooti. are yet gireeii 
in thttwiL 

-We ilartod at three o'clock on the following morning, and 
were soon relieved from the latig^e of the paddle by a finmmr^ 
able light breeze. To go on ihore and trim a mast waa the 
work often minutes; but aa, according to«the old adage, «it 
never rains but it poors,'' so oar light breeze was soon eon- 
Terted into a gpJe. In an hoor or two we were compelled 
to run the canoe into shoal water, to save her from being 
swamped in deep, and each man, getting ont, wided with 
the baggage to a place of shelter, where the canoe also waa 
seeored. < 

Nothing is more annoying lo a sailor than to be wind- 
bound on fresh water. "On the wide ocean ranging/' he 
is more resigned lo the imperious will of the elements; but, 
to be stopped for an indefinite time, within sight of birds 
and animals gamboling in the gale, is a species of annoyance 
which quite overcomes his philosophy: at least, it was so 
with me; so, to dispel the moody fit which was gathering, I 
drew on a pair of Esquimaux boots made of seal skin, and, 
taking; mv eun, made the tour of a thickly wooded swamp, 
whicli was so uitcrlaced with undergrowth, willows, and fallen 
trees, that, when once in, I found it no easy matter to get out 
again. In the exertion necessary for extricating myself my 
restlessness found a vent, afid the exercise soon restored my 
muui to its usual tone, and prepared it for other occupations. 
I returned to the tent thoroughly tired; and, here reclining 
in the full ease of voyageur, I amused myself with observing 
the odd assemblage of things around me. At my feel was 
a rolled bundle in an oil-cloth, containing some three blankets, 
called a bed; — near it a piece of dried bull ilo. fancifully or- 
namented with long black hairs, which no art, alas! can pre- 



1 



56 JOUmVEY TO THS 8HOSES 

vent from insinuating thenuelves between ihl ieethy as you 
laboriouBly muticate the tough, hard fleah$— then a tolerably 
clean napUn spread, by way of table-cloth, on a red piece of 
canvass, and supporting a tea-pot, aome biscuit, and a salt- 
ceUar;^near this a tin plate, close by a square kind of box 
or safe, of the same material, rich with a pale greasy ham, 
the produce of the colony at Red River; — and, last, the fai^ 
renowned pemmican, unquestifmably the best food of the 
country for expeditions such as ours. Behind me were two 
boxes, containing astronomical instroiAents, and a sextant 
lying on the ground; — whilst the diffnrent corners ci the tent 
were occupied by washing apparatus, a gun, Indian shot 
poucli, bags, basins, and an unhappy-looking japanned pot, 
whose melancholy bumps and hollows seemed to reproach 
me for many a bruise endured upon the rocks and portages 
betwixt Montreal and Lake Winnipeg. Nor was my crew 
less motley than the furniture of my tent It consisted of 
an Englishman, — a man from Stornaway,-'two Canadians, 
— two M6tifs, (or half-breeds,) — and three Iroquois Indians. 
Babel could not have produced a worse confusion of uohar- 
monious sounds than was the conversation they kept up. 

Towards eyeniag the wind abated, and I made sore of re* 
fluming the march in the nig^it; but the clouds soon grew 
heavier, and sent forth, at intervals, hollow-sounding gusts 
of wind, the harbiognrs of a strong gsle, which the morning 
of the 30th ushered in. The lake resembled one ndfing 
sheet of foam, which contrasted stnm^y with ths dark skily 
sky to windward: the mosquitoes had vanisbed} six or eight 
gulls, unable any longer to sustain their fliglit in search of 
food, had huddled together on the lee side of a projecting 
aaad4Mnk; and two crows, wearied with exertion, sat perched 
on the waving branches of a tall pine, unscared by the ap> 
preach of intruding leet It was altogether an i mpr ess i ve 
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fcese of pictureiqae and melancholy wildness. I anetnbkd * 
the men in the tfint» and read divine servioe. In the evening • 
a fire-fly waa leen* 

» 

'July 1^— »An opportune change in the weather allowed 
ua to get awayi and/ having paased the limestone rocks bor- 
dering that part of the lake,' we shortly arrived at the Grand 
Bapid> the interesting particulars of Much are too well and 
too minutely described in Sir John Franklin's Narrativeay to 
require or even juatify a repetition here. 

IN 

Some **£ttmeaf*** Indiana, and odier idlera, had, aeeording 
to their usual castom> congregated at either end of the rapid, 
with the view of intercepting the voyagnn, as tliey passed 
to and from the interior^ in order to barter their maple sugar, 
or, in eonaideration of a reeompenae, to assist the exhausted 
crews in carrying their heavy burdens aeross the portage. 
Many were sick, and all bitterly complained of the late 
scarcity of animala 

Having poled up several rapids, we got to Cedar Lake, 
the well-known "Lae Bourbon," where Indian barbarity, in 
ita most hideous form, annihilated ibr ever the pious labours 
of the early missionaries. 

*ln the River Saakashawan, I waa not more pleased than 
surprised to behold, on the right bank, a large farm house, 
with bama and fenced inclosuresj amid which were grazing 
eig))t or ten fine cows, and three or four horses, it bekmgod 
to a ireeman, of the name of Turner, whom I regretted not 
having an opportunity of seeing. 

* Persoiu wlio, having been in the Company -s employ , have obtained 
their disduurfe, and are livinc on their own exertionKi 
S 
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* At length, on the 5th of July, wc eaterod the Little River» 
and got to Pine Island Lake. The crew had dressed them- 
selves out in all their fin«ryy— flilver bands, tasseb, and fea- 
thers in their hats, — intending to approach the station with 
some effect; but, unhappily for the poor fellows, the raio fell 
in torrents, their feathers droopedy and such was the accumu- 
ktioa of mud, that it was necessary to wade a full mile be- 
fore we could land at Cumberland House. Owing to the 
same eause^ a ereek leading from the Saskashawan had been 
rendered impassable; and dry land extended so far from the 
house into the lake, that the fislietyy as I afterwards found, 
was diminished almost to nothing. During the whole of my 
stay therOi though no pains were spared, not a solitary fish 
Was taken. I was reeeiyed by Mr. Isbestcr, a clerk of the 
Compcmy, my companion, Mr. King, who had arrived with- 
out accidenty and another person^ who had been aecommo- 
dated with a passage in the boat. 

• 

The boats, stores, and pemmlcan were in. good order and 
quite ready; and having made some arrangements with Mr. 
IdMster, for our mutual convenience, and a few changes as 
regarded the different crews, I had the satisfaction of getting 
my two batteaux away, under the orders of Mr. King, on the 
6th of July. Each was laden with a cargo of 61 pieces of 
90 lbs. each, mdung, for both, 10,980 lbs., exclusive of men, 
bedding, clothes, masts, sails, oars, and other spars. Yet, 
with such steersmen as M'Kay and Sinclair, I had not the 
slightest apprehenaion for their safety, and looked with con- 
fidence to their arriving at winter quarters before the setting 
in of the ice. 

It occupied the day to make some alterations in the canoe, 
and I availed myself of the interval to obtain observations 
on the dip, force, and latitude; the latter of which agreed. 
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withm three aeeoodi, with Sir J. FnokliD'a. I also wrote 
to tfa6 Comptny lor t further nipply of stored to be forward* 
ed with the outfit of the following seaaon. The hope .of 
gettiog aighta for time induced me to remain a little long^ 
than I had intended; buty aa there was ereiy appeaianee that 
the weather would eontiaue oyercaat, .1 embarked about 
Dodn of the 7th of July, in the oanoe^ with eight handa; 
and^ b^ng compamtiTdy light, we made tolerable progreaa. 

On the ibUowing day we overtook Mr.- King in the Stur- 
geon RiTer, or, aa it ia more ezpresaly named in the eountry, 
tfie Riviere Maligna. It may with perfect propriety be de> 
aeribed aa one uninterrupted tmpid; and was at that period 
■o low, that the boats hadto treble their diatanee in going 
baekwarda and forwards for the catgo. A glance at their 
manner of working was enough to satisfy me of their caps* 
bility, and eonfinned me in the espeotation that they would 
arrive early at Qreat Slave Lake. Still the oontraat between 
ua was great; and my akilful guide, De CharkSt (a half* 
breed,) did not fSul to make the superiority of the canoe ap- 
pear to the beat advantage. The eumbnnia kaiiMux weie 
dragged laborioualy, a few paces at a time, by the united ex*- 
ertions of those on board and thoae on ahore. Sometimei^ 
unable to reaiat the impetuous force of the current, they were 
swept back; at others, iuspended on the arched back of a 
descending wave, they stnigi^ed and laboured until- they 
were again in the ahelter of a friendly eddy. But the canoe,, 
frail as she was, and too weak for the encounter of such rude 
abocks, was nevertheless threaded through the boiling rapids 
end sunken rocks with fearful elegance. The cool dexterity 
with which abe was managed was truly admirable; not a 
<<flet''* was miased; and» aa die gtaeced past the boab, she 

*A "set" is the firm fixing of the i)ole against the bottom ol' the river, 
aod a false "set'' has oi'icn occasioned the loss of a canoe. 
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mufthave teemed to the envying crewa ai if endowed with 
preternatural powera. We were soon out of sight, and, hy 
\ wading and poleingxover ahoala and rapidsy at length reaehed 
the head of that dangerous and annoying river. The canoe 
was then examined; and, besides several minor fractureSy 
■he was found to have been grooved by the sharp and cutting 
rocks £rom one extreme to the other. For many days there 
was heavy rain, with thunder and liglitning. The woods 
were burning in all directions; set on fire, according to the 
account of some Cree Indians, by their own hands, to scare 
the animals into the water^ where they are more easily cap- 
tured. 

July 17th.— 'We got to Isle k la Crotse^ where I made the 
necessary arrangements for the boats receiving twenty bags 
of pemmican, some dogs, and whatever might be further 
requisite for expediting their progress. Here, also, two new 
canoea were at my disposal^ having been purposely made to 
prevent any disappointment in conveying the stores to the 
north of Portage la Loche, in case, as sometimes hai^>en% 
there should be only sufficient boats to carry the trading sup- 
plies of the Company to their different posts. However, as 
my arrangements with Mr. Charles had obviated every diffi^ 
cully in that respect, I had only to admire, and to ei p r ess 
my dianks for, such conaiderate foresight; and, having made 
(he accustomed observations for the dip, force, &c., I left the 
fort, and pursued my way. 

Keeping to the left of Clear Lake, we entered Buiblo 
Lake, which, among a less rude and savage people, would 
certainly have formed the theme of many a legendary tale of 
<<bair-breadth 'scapes,** firom the mischief-loving genius that 
haunts its shoree. Few persons have ever completed the long 
traverse of this deceitful lake, without being favoured with 
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a hretm thit endangefed Cbeir livei. I had been caa|^t be* 
lore; yet» from the umuffled flmoptbness of its wide aarface^ 
I began to faney that we were now to be exempted from the 
moal compliment The men sung and paddled with energy^ 
the fitfwl cry of a slightly wounded bittern, which lay at the 
bottom of the eanoe, serving for an sccompsniment; and we 
had gained the centre of the traverse, when suddenly a gentle 
'fir was felt coming from the well-known quarter of the Buf- 
falo Mountain. The suspiGious guide would now no longer 
permit even the customaty rest of a few minutes to recover 
strength, but urged the crew to exertion; and they, ever 
and anon loolung towards the blue summits of tiie mountain 
with something of a.superstitious glance, made our li^t bark 
skim over the water like a thing impelled by wings. A dark 
doud rose from behind the mountmn, and begpn to expand 
towards the flenith; little gusts of wind followed; and in less 
than half an hour we were in the midstf of a thunder-storm, 
that raised a sea from which there was no eseape but by 
hoisting a shred of a sail, and running through breakers to 
the nearest lee land. 

The place was a swamp, concealed by long grass; and, 
just as a spot had been found to pitch the tent, a man, in 
going to it, accidentally distuk^bed a skunk. The animal re-^ 
sented the intrusion in .the usual way. In a moment there 
was a g^eral complaint agpinst the rank offence; every one 
turned himself to windward, and the poor fellow who had 
unconsciously bnm|^t the evO upon us was half stifled with 
the noisome odour, and threw his capdt into the lake, with 
deep imprecations on the unsavoury and iU-mannered brutCt 

It was the 21st of July when w^reached Portage la Loche, 
the hig^ ridge of land which divides the waters running into 
Hudson's Bay from those which direct their' course to the 
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Arctic Sea. For about six or seven miles on this portage, 
the w^agmrs are exposed to temporary but acute suffering, 
from the total abaenee of good water >Xq quench the thirst, 
a^^ravated, in our case, by carrying loads of SOO lbs* in an 
atmoBphere of CS^ of Fahrenheit They are, at the same 
time> incessantly tormented by myriads of insatiable mosqui- 
toes and horse-flies, significantly called «bull dogs,'' which, 
delighted with the rare treat of a human subject, banquet on 
their victims till, not unfrequentiy, the face streams with 
blood. Happy, therefore, is the moment When the bright 
surface of the Little Lake is descried, which cools and re- 
freshes their wearied frames. In addition to these evils, 
which are common to all,Hwo of my party were sadly foot- 
fallen, and almost groaned under their burdens/— a sight too 
painful to be witnessed without compassion. However, in 
services such as that on which we were engaged, it often be- 
comes even a duty to stifle our sensations; or rather, though 
we may and must feel, there are times when we muat be Qare- 
ful not to express the feeling. 

After labouring, with frequent halts» through the thick 
woodSy we came suddenly upon the spot from which the pic- 
turesque and beautiful view from Portage la Loche burslB 
upon the sight. A thousand feet below, the sylvan landscape ' 
lay spread before us, to the extent of thirty-six miles, in alt 
the wild luxuriance of its summer clothing. Even the most 
jaded of the party, as he broke from the gloom of the wood 
on this enchanting scene, seemed to forget his wesriaess^ and ' 
halted inyoluntarily with his burden^ to gfuse for a momenty 
with a sort of wondering admiration, on a spectacle so novel 
and magnificent My own sensations, however, had not the 
keenness of those of a stranger to the sight; and it was not 
without a sort of melancholy, such as results from witiety, 
that I eootiMted my present feelings with the rapture which 
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I had fbrmerly cxpcrieneed. It wtM, to me^ Portage Ui 
LoeliAy and nodung more* — Vn» aame beautiful and TDmantic 
aolitode through which I had paaaed and repaaaed on two 
former ezpedtUona. There was nothing new to excite aur* 
pri8e> or quiokra delight; not a spot or latent beauty, not 
even a gleam of light glancing aeroaa the valley,, which had 
not been well noted before, .and diligently treasured in the 
memory. I looked upon it as I should look upon an exqui- 
site but familiar pioture— with pleasure,. hut without emo- 
tion. 

There ia something appalling in the vastncss of a solitude 
like this. I had parted from my companions, and was appa- 
rently the only living being in the wilderness around me. 
Almost unconsciously I reloaded my gun; and then, stepping 
cautiously along the narrow ridge of the descent, glided 
silently into the valley, as if afraid to disturb the genius of 
the place. It was a positive comfort to hear, now and then, 
the hollow tread of the men as they passed rapidly through 
the thicket which screened them from sight; and when the 
white tent was pitched, and the curling smoke rose through 
the dense green of the forest, it seemed as if the spell of the 
desert was broken, and the whole landscape was suddenly 
animated into life and cheerfulness. 

July 23(1. — The last londs were brought down to the 
waters edge, and, as soon as ihey were safely deposiled, 
the men exhausted with fatigue, threw themselves on the 
ground, and remained almost motionless for upwards of an 
hour. After this the canoe was gummed, and embarked 
near some hatUauT belonging to tJie Company, which, Mr. 
Charles had informed me, might, \i vvc piea»ed, be appro- 
priated to our use. 
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On 'arriving at the Pine Portage, I was agreeably surprised 

by m(;olinti; Mr. J. Stuart, and Mr. A. R. M*Lcod, who had 
got thus lar on thtir way from M'Kcnzic's River, with a 
large cargo of furs. I had looked forward witli no little 
anxiety to the chance of rint^ the latter gentleman, not only 
as he waa the first person named in Governor Simpson's cir- 
cular to accompany me, but as being an old acquaintance, 
and one whom I knew to be particularly well qualified for 
the performance of those duties which the nature of the ser- 
vice would require. Indeed, his refusal to accompany me 
would have placed me in a very awkward predicament; for 
I had reckoned on his assistance in many matters wh ich could 
not, without great inconvenience, have devolved on myself. 
It was therefore of importance to secure him; and my friend 
Mr. Stuart, to wliosc kindness and love of enterprise I was 
no stranger, undertook at oncu to break the subject to him. 
But there was no necessity for diatuMK for, althougjh Mr. 
M'Leod liad long been indisposed, and was llicn on iii.s u ay 
to Canada, with a view to the re-establishment of his hcaltli, 
no sooner did he see the circular from Mr. Simpson, atul 
learn the humane object of my mission, than he rcniuvcd 
every apprehension from my mind, by declaring his sym- 
pathy for our lonii absent cduiit r \ men, his satisfacUuii at see- 
ing me, and his. gaiiaat delcnnination to sacrifice his own 
plans to the pleasure of becoming mv conijjanitjti. I wrote, 
therefore, immediately to the Coiiij>an\ , ami, willi his able 
assistance, made a requisition, in full, for the necessary sup- 
plies, to support the expedition during the year 1834. Mr. 
Stuart, I believe, was scarcely less delighted at his friend's 
decision than myself, and, besides many useful suggestions, 
of which I was glad to take advantage, generously oflfcred 
every aid, public and private, within his power. 

July 25th. — There was so much difficulty ia stowing the 
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additioaal ingg^gB^ thtt my pud» dedsred the aam would 
not bold ufl: tnd when it li conaideved thai he had to make 
]ilaefla for ais more penoiu^ vis. Mr. M^I^eod* hla wik, 
three ehildreoy and a aervanti whom I hired at the aame rate 
aa the othera; in other worda, that fourteen were to be 
crammed into e apace intended for eigjht or nine» it ia not 
iurpriaing that he ahould indulge in e growl. He fofeaaw 
that, with auch extra weighty hia '^cher canfit'' would yery 
poaaibly get broken; and hia ^prehenaiona were aoon Tori* 
fied by*our atriking ageinat a aunken rock. 

After aome detenttona of an ordinary kind» we got to Fort 
Cfaippewyan on the 89th of July. We arrived ao early, that 
we were not in the least expected; <ud the canoe waa not 
aaen until within e abort diatance of the landy«-e dreumatance 
by no meana pleaaing to the guide, who, heaidea hia own 
^ deoorationa of many coloured foathen^ had taken more 
than ordinary paina to dlapky to the beat advantage the erim- 
aonbeeutiea of e large ailkfol^ The deeping inmafeea were, 
however, at length roused; and we were wdcomed by Mr. 
Roaa, who had been left by Mr. Charka in charge of the 
eataUiahment 

It waa to be regretted that the whole of the Indiana uauaUy 
reaorting to thia elation wm, at the time of our vidt^ too 
much diaperaed to allow of any one in particular being aent 
for; 80 that we were obliged to reat aatiafied with the meagre 
narrative of an infirm old Indian, who, in hia youthfol days, 
had passed by the Fond du Lac to the rivera I waa in aeaich 
of; and hia account 'waa too vague and uncertain to warrant 
any hopea of aueceaa in that direelion. Mr. M^Leod, indeed, 
who had been at the Fond du Luc, confirmed the atatement 
I had firrt heard, that there waa a river there which waa 
known to take ita nae ftr to the north: but yet, when the 
9 
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old nan condaded his dfiwrlption of the eoimtry by remark* 
ing^ that «he was old and of no importanee in hia tribe; and 
ho did not like to aay too muoh^"-^ tone which) however ' 
piaiaeworthy fiHr ita modesty, was very difoent 'from the 
bold expression with which an Indian, conscious that he is 
* rigjhty UBually concludes hia anawera to similar inquiries, as, 
*<It must be so, for my eyea have seen it," — I say, when I 
heard thia^ I abandoned at onee all idea of going by the Fond 
du Lae. 

Beaidea the proviiions required from thia poat^ there were 
many other indlapenaable artidea that could not be provided 
elsewhere; but under the auperintendence of Mr. M'Leody 
the greater part, together with the necessary implementa Ibr 
building a new eatabliahmen^ were ready in a couple of 
dayai In that interval, I obtained obaervationa foit 
fbree, ftc $ and with an increased csrgo of several begs ni 
greaae, iron-work, guns, and balea of leather, whieh were 
put into a aeeond canoe, which I thought mig|it be eonvenient 
in the event of finding any ahoal rivers to the north, we 
quitted the fort late in the evening of the lat of August; finv 
^er instructions being left for the |;uidanoe of Mr. Xing, on « 
hia arrival with the haiemise. 

■ 

The lake was unuaually low thia aeason, and, in eonia* 
quenee, we had more than ordinary trouble In eRMslng the 
flats to Stony River, where we encampedr The ibUowing 
nlglit waa remarkably calm, and we heard the aound of the 
Falls at a diatance of twenty milea. Great matted nAa ef 
driftwood were floating down the Slave Iliver; and on reach- 
ing the Rapids and Falls, the water line on the rocks showed 
a depression of six feet lower than I had ever seen it Nu- 
meroua aand and mud banks, of conaiderable elevation, had 
been duvwu-up, and were already green with incipient vtge- 
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tition. On Um gnuiitie roeki of the Momtain tnd Pdietn 
Falls (which were bare and otean when Sir J. FranUia 
passed) was a depoaitioii of at least feurteeo inches of mudf 
a proof how great a quantity is annually carried down bjthe 
spring AoImU into Sli|ve Lake. 

August 4. — The thermometer this morainiij was only 36°; 
aud a cold JN,^\'. gale blew, which, being directly against 
U8, counteracted the current, and almost prevented the canoes 
making head-way; we were, consequently, five hours m ac- 
complishing the twelve miles, which brought us to the Salt 
River. Here there had been a recent encampment of Indians. 
From the marlu ahout the plaee, it was supposed ^t they 
had aseendad (he river to the plains, which are generally 
well stocked with buiblo and other animals; and, as it was 
material to have an interviewi ^ lading was taking 'out of 
my canoe; and with Mr. M'Leod ibr e companion, I went, 
quite light, in search of them. We had hardly roaoded the 
fccond point, when, the sight of a **tueb»/'* suspended from 
the apet of a deserted lodge, cooTineed ns that we should 
soon come up with &e stragglers; and, accordingly) ahout a 
quarter of a mi]efitftfaer> two young Indians thrust their dai^ 
hodies through the htasches of the trees, and eaUed to us to 
stop. They formed pert ef the tribeof SUve Lake Indians^ 
who-were expected to be in tliis direetiott, and their friends 
were not iar from them. They merely told na what we weU 
knew, ''that there was little water in the river, and they 
doahted if we could get up. " Shortly afterwards^ we met a 
whole Heet of canoci^ whose approadi was notiied by loud 
and discordant sounds — a hetrible concert of Toices of all 
agas^ utterly indescribable^ Their chief wis an intelligaot 
looking M man, called by the traders, <<le camande do 



• Seoreted beap, or store oTaey thioff. 



68 joirmirBr to tbb sroiss 

MuideviUe;" and from his extensive knowledge of the cooB' 
try fotilie northmrd tnd eastward of Great Slave Lake, there 
WIS every rasson to expeei considerable information, if it 
could only be wormed out of htm. To achieve tfaisy Mr. 
M'Leod returned with the Indians to our encampment; there 
with all befitting ceremony to open the preliminaries by the 
customary pipe: for a social puff is to an InditOy what a bot- 
tle of wine is to an Kngliahinan: '^aperit prscordia*'' it an- 
locks the heart, and disaipates reserve. 

The ^011/ enwmbk of these '^peoplei'* as they, with some 
vwaityf style ^emselvesy was wild and grotesque in the ex- 
treme. One canoe in particulsr fixed my attention; it was 
small even fior a eanoe; and how «i|^t nen» women, and 
children eontrived to stow away their lega, in a space tiot 
more than large enough taw three Europeans, would have 
been a puzzling problem to one unacquainted with the sup* 
plenessof an Indian's unbandaged limbs. There, however, 
they were, in a temperature of 66% packed heads and tails 
like Yarmouth herrings — half naked — ^their hair in elf-locks, 
long and matted — filthy beyond description — and lil squall- 
ing together. To complete the pictnre, their dogs, scarce 
one degree below them, formed a sort of body guard, on 
each side of the river; and as the canoe folded away with 
the current, all the animals together, human and canine, set 
up a sfariU and horrible yelL 

By sunaet I got well up the stream; but not having been 
tiiere for thirteen years, and my .crew being no better ac- 
quainted with the locality than myself, we took a wrong 
channel, and encamped. The following noming the route 
wa? regained; and on arriving at th^ proper spot, we filled 
our five large bags with pure and white salt, in the short 
space of half an hour. There were no mounds like those 
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Men m 1880; but jvit it the foot of the hill which boands 
the prairie in that quarter^ there were three springs vwryin^ 
is diameter from four to twelye feet, and producing hillocks 
of salty from fourteen to thirty inches in height. The 
streams were dry^ hut the surface of the clayey soil was co- 
YereAf to the extent of a few hundred yards towards the plain, 
' with a white crust of saline particles. The plain itself had 
been trodden Into patfas, by the footsteps of buifalo and other 
herbi^onMis snimah. 

We returned the same way to the encampment at the 
noutii of the river, and found the Indians seated in clusters 
round Mr. Bf <Leod» still busy in listening to and answering 
his interrogatories. The information thus collected was 
made Intelligible to me by means of an outline of the north- 
eastern eoontty, drawn by the Gamarade. In this sketeh, 
the Thlew-ee-diob and the Tsb-lon were represented as main- 
taining a nearly parallel direction £. N. E. to the sea; though, 
where that sea was, whether in some of the deep inlete of 
Hudson'^ Bay, or, as I ferrently hoped^ more directly north, 
towards Point TVimagpdn, it was altogether beyond his know* 
led|^ to dedafo. 

The relative bearings of several lakes, which many of their 
number had frequendy visited, and of which, in fact, they 
knew every winding, were equally invfdved in doubt and 
obscurity. In one point alone were they positive and unani* 
mous; and iStaX was, the superiority and many advantages of 
the TEh-lon over the Thlew«ee-choh. The former was de- 
aciihed as belnge broadtaid noble stream, decorated on mther 
bank with tall pine and birch, and flowing in uninterrupted 
tranquillity to ite journey's end. The latter was graphically 
portrayed, as originating in rapids— narrow, shoal, and dan- 
gerous— destitute of wood, even for fuel— foil of dangerous 
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cascades and falls — aiid after a course more tortuous than that 
of any river known to the oldest and most experienced of 
their tribe, tumbling over ita northen barrier in a foaming 
cataract into the sea. 

Thoy also affirmed — agreeing in this respect with the in- 
formalion M'hicli had previously been given me at Lake Win- 
nipeg, that tlie distance between the moiitlis uf the rivers 
was inconsiderablej and concluded by saving;, that if the 
Great Chief wan deteriruned on going to the Thlew-ee-elioh, 
it would be without an escort of Indians, who, inured as they 
were to privation, would not expose themselves to the sufler- 
ing which, in a district so steriJe, w'ns inevitable. To say 
the truth, they were tired of the repetitions and details of 
my questions; and no wonder; for before I began, they had 
sat up with Mr. M^Leod the whole night, telling their 
proliX sLone'^ with much cheerfulness. I could not help 
smiling at the Camarade, who, puzzled and distressed at the 
many positions in which 1 requested he would place himself, 
so as to give me an idea of the bearings of what he was de- 
scribing, at last rather peevislily exclaimed, "that we did not 
place the world as it was; whereas he kept steadily to the 
rising and setting sun." 

In our progress down Slave River, we halted for a short 
time at a cache of Mr. Stuart's, having his permission to take 
from it a slock of birch bark, sufficient for building a new 
canoe. On the 8th of 'August we reached Great Slave Lake,' 
and were received at Fort Resoluuon by Mr. McDonnell, the 
geutiemuu in charge. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Inquiries and Embarrassinieiits abvut thr lutute.—PreparatLond/or 
Departure. — KuiiHirk in sfarch oj lhe l^hitw-ee-choh. — hidian En- 
campment and Indian Fviiietu-ss. — Point of Honour among Indian 
Bmten.—DeMCriptum the Country through, which the Rouit lay. 
-^A tmaU ie^htrg wtm-'A Btar aaU,^JMian Incotmttenci/,-^ 

Soon ailer myarrival> I was informed by Mr. McDonnell 
that the chief, called <'Le grand Jeune Hommey'' who had 
been mentioned to me by Mr. Cliarlesy was somewhere near 
the Buffalo Greeks a day or two from the hooae^ employed 
la making eanoes, in the full conviction that he was selected 
to accompany the expedition, and feeding his imagination 
with the thoughts of a boundless remuneration. Thinkmg 
it right to eradicate immediately ao 'preposteroos a notion, 
I deipatched a couple of lads in a canoe, to acquaint him of 
our arrival^ and to require his attendance. In the mean tune, 
there being many Indians at the Fort, and among them a 
half-breed, of the name of La Prise, whom I had seen on a 
prerious occasion, and who had now become a kind of leader 
of a small party accustomed to hunt to the eastward, I thought 
it a good opportunity of gainfng some information as to the 
bending of the Great Slave Lake, and the nature of the coun- 
tiy at its eaatem extremity. La Prise, who had been sab* 



72 JOUSNFY TO THX 8HOEE8 

jected to similar catechising by my friend Sir John Frank- 
lin, in 1820, at once understood me, and pointed to the com- 
pass, as an instrument with which he was acquainted. 
Having been placed right over it, he pointed his hand in the 
direction of the places required, while I carefully noted their 
ms^etic bearings; and it is but justice to state, that the 
whole of hif description was subsequently found to be re^ 
markably correct He made tiie Islie ran neariy north, and 
estimeted the distsnee at abont five days' march, for a light 
eanoe^ well manned. •A young hnnter, bowever» who had 
just come from ^t part, with a mestaga from one of his conw 
psnionsy ofiering to take me by a new eot to the TSh'Ion/ 
dilfered from La Pri8e,<juid with a bit of chareoal drew a 
0keteh,*of whidi the foUowing is an aceorate copy. 
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It WH gratifyiag to olvarv* tlui^ aeeoidittg to thii4iim|i; 
ikmf there wu a witer gomnmieitimi the whoii vij, vith 
tke tneption of tbrce portt^Bi^ piobiUy iieir tiM haiglit «f 
land. With tfatv local knowledge of^ I may aay^ every inch 
of ground in thoae dlreotiooBi it wn not a little lingular that 
lie, is wellaa all tlie reit of hia tnU, waa nttorly iga^rant 
of the aitoatkm of the Thlew-ee-cikoh. Kat lo, howevey» 
of its evil qualitiet; and, like tba Cannrade, they agrwd* 
one and ally in mafpiifying itadangBi% and deprecating any 
nak attempt to huDck a hoat ufion ite onnaTigriile watm 
«And wky," aud thcy» **iAiaM the ehaaf wiah togo lAeri^ 
when the Tfib-lon ia net only nearer, but ofiava him eo many 
more advantagea? where he will find muak ox, fajieB% aa| 
rein-deer, wood» fish, and animala wherewith to a eoia» 
fortable winter. It is true," oontiniied they, <<that our 
firtheia did go down the Thlew c e-ch»h, when they OMide 
war on the EsquimauSy a long time ago ; but how few return- 
ed? and who ia there now to tall of what they did, and what 
befell them? No one; — they are in the kuid of aparit^ and 
OUT eld men only remember their namea." 

Nor was thia the only diaconragement of my ptejec to d 
route by the ThIew«eChehoh> for at the aame time a dreom* 
atance came to light, aa unezpeelad aa it waa onweleome* A 
Canadian, named Sanp^ had fonnerlyt at Sir John Frank- 
lin'a reqveal^ been aent by the gentleman at that tone la 
eharga of Fort Reeohitten, to aaoertain the eoiietenee of the 
TUewooemhoh. The man aeeordingly flat mat, in company 
with tfie nativea^ and on hie retom a detailed aecount 
of hia journey. But hia guidea, to aome of whom I waa 
apeakin^ now affirmed that on reaching the end of the lake 
next to Ortot Slave )Uke^ he became alarraedf and in apito 
of all their efioru and lemonatrancea, refueed to g» ftzther, 
and returned back withoat having aeen or even approeehed 
10 
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the lint. They related nunutdy all partiei]lan» and ended 
by lemarking, that I was no atranger to Indians, and that 
when I passed the spot I should find that they had spoken 
the troth. 

The account given by Sanp6re had been generally credit- 
ed$ and I confess I was of the number of those who had 
relied on his yeraeity, Hiis^ however^ being now rendered 
doubtfbly if not absolutely destroyed, I was left in a state of 
* Tety uncomfortafaieunceitainty. •Besides, though the siketch 
of the young hunter represented the Tdi-lon as inning to 
the westward of northy and Ae position of the sun was in 
ferour of its maintaining that course, still I eould not reoon* 
cile to myself the notion of hi^ woods, fi^quented by . 
moose» on the banks of a river flowing through the barren 
g^nda^ ^Boept on the supposition that it trended lar awi^ 
to the sauth-east, in a line for Hudson's Bay. Ultimately, 
therefore, after much embarrassment and perplexity, I de^ 
eided on following up the original plan, as laid down in the 
paper read before the Royal Geographical Society; comfort* 
ing myself with the reflection, that the ohservationB of Black 
Meat, an old Indian warrior, whom I had known in 1S20, 
were as likely to be correct in this instance, as they had 
proved to be in other particulars on the two former eipe- 
ditionSi 

My resolution being taken, I divided my erew into two 
parties. Five were to be left as an escort for Mr. M*Leod, 
- and four were to accompany me in my aearoh for theThlew* 
« ee^hoh. 

It happened, fortanately, that there was at the fort a half- 
sized canoe, which was both lighter to carry, and in other re- 
spects more oonvenient than the larger one, for getting up the 
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slioalitrcint which we expeeted-to find to theeaflwii^ This 
wasiomiediatolyf tfaereibre, put in repair; while Bfr. M'Leod, 
who h«d the service as much at heart as mysell', gaye me the 
benefit of his assistance in arranging our future operations^ 

He undertook to wait and appease theOnnd Jeune Honimeiy 
under the disappointment which it was thought he would 
feel at heing rejected: far, knowing from past experienee 
the constant trouble and anxiety that a leader^ spoiled and 
indulged ss be had been^ would probably have given us» I 
deemed it more prudent^ as it was certainly more eeonomi- 
caly to dismim him altogether^ with a douceur for lost time» 
than to rest my hopesy and possibly the safety of. my whole 
party, on the exertions of the most fickle and wavering of 
his tribe. Such a step, moreover^ was necessnry^ by way 
of example, to moderate the extravagant notions entartained 
by the Indians of our liberality; for, too dull to comprehend 
the disinterested principle on which the present expeditiott 
was undertaken, and viewing it in the same li|^t as the pre- 
ceding ones, they expected the same measure of bounty; 
and sunk into a moody silence, when told tliat I had only 
brought goods enough to satisfy the demands of my hunters; 
and that against them, as well as the others, a strict account 
would be kept 

The interpreter I had brought with me was a pure Indian, 
— « Chipewyan, who^ under the auspices of the Company, 
had received the rudiments of an education at the Red River 
Colony. But being unaccustomed to speak his native tongue, 
he was not altogether adqyted for the first introduction of a 
party amongst Indians, many of whom but rarely visited the 
trading estahlishmeats:—- end, as much depended on the in- 
formation to be commuilicated, and perhi^ not less on ^e 
impressioo made on the people by the manner of address, I 
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reque&led Mr. McDonnell to lend me his interpreler, Loui- 
8011, who had travelled with me before, and who, from his 
intimate acquaintance with the surrounding tribes^ was pe- 
culiarly well qualified for our purpose. The inconvenience 
to him was considerable, yet, like the other gentlemen of the 
country^ he cheerfully sceeded to my request, and a tem- 
pof«ry exchange was effected, as agreeable* as I afterward! 
liarnt, to Loiiiaoi» as it wis to myw^f. W« wm bere alao 
ywi ded witii ttin dtthing and ihoe% in the event of being 
duight by the fteiti end Hie rnneiiider of the tfane I oeai^ 
pied in making ohnrratlone on the dip» Ibree, &c.» by which 
it ippamd that en ineieiaed diflemee of thrae degrees 
■ nt i fi y hdi teken phee sinoe 1825| in the varietfen. 

While we weve dieoessing our usuei dinnsr of hard dried 
■Mtt end pennnies&y one of tiw hantMs bant into the reom» 
with the gM tidiogp of his heving killed a moona deeri 
of which he bed btoajf^tesneUiMtft with hum Attbeaame 
nMn«M» the wmntentofed with a bladder of iat in hb hand, 
t light whiiBfa» ftooi the great aetrdty of that hiznry^ so sor- 
|»ised Mr. M<l>onnen» that be eselainied».«Qood Oodt fipom 
whst pert of tiMoenotry did that eoflto?** Hsr will this ap- 
pair Mrenge^ ftfasn It is knewn» thni be bed not tasted any 
fiesh neat since April} nor had I seen any since keying tWt 
WiUnm. 

Having written some lettcw of business, and left further 
instructionjs for Mr. King, I emlKirked the next morning, 
August 11th, at •a. m., in my old canoe, now manned by 
one Englishman, (William Malley, 11. A., my servant,) one 
Canadian, two half-breeds, and two Indians. The weather 
was squally and threatening, and a heavy swell, which some- 
times rose into crested waves, warned us to avoid the open 
lake, and seek the protection of the windward islands. The 
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eanoc shipped muefa water, but the l^jrt on their work, 
ud, after crossing an expofled bay^ we soon reached the 
muddy entrance of the Little Channel. This took us to the 
Slt^ Uiver, which we traversedi and discovered^ on the 
eastern bank, a large party of Indians, who proved to be the 
same we had seen at Salt River. They were assembled in 
little groups, thinking that, according to the general custom 
of the traders, we should land; but perceiving that it was not 
our intention to do so, they called out, "What! does the great 
chief pnsK without even offering us a pipe of tobacco?'* 
Ifnwcvcr, on we passed, nnd entered a very narrow channel, 
where I began the survey, and shortly alter another, called 
Cha-bilka, which is said to come from soiTie lakes* not far dis- 
tant. Near to this wnn an Indian emcampment, the occu- 
pantii of w liirh were busily and noisily employed in drying 
the meat of three recently killed moose. The successful 
hunters, apparently not a little vain of their prowess, were 
either lying at full lenpth ou the grass, whiihng tlu- cherished 
pipe, or loungiiig on their elbows, to watch tlic frizzling of 
a rich marrow bone, the customary perquisite of their labours. 
Women were lighting or tending the fires, over which were 
suspended rows of thinly sliced meat, — some screaming to 
thievish dok/s making free with the hunt, and other«« with 
still louder sereams endeavouring to druwa the shrill cries of 
their cliildren, who, .swaddled, and unable to stir, were half 
suffocaleil with the srnoke; while, to complete the scene, 
eight or ten hoys at play were twining llu-ir oopfXT-coloured 
bodies over and under some \^■lllte bark canocw, like so iiiaay 
land dolphins. Poor creatures, their happiness wa.«i at its 
full: at thai inomeut ihey were without care, enjoying them- 
selves according to their nature and capacity. Is human hap- 
piness ever much more than this? 

A dump of trees iiwi preTeated me from ebeeiring another 
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group, cohsistins; of La Prise and his followers. He had 
undertaken to paddle my half-sized canoe to the other end 
of the lake; but finding, as he said* that two persons were 
required to keep lier free from water, he had wisely put on 
shore to repair her. After that operation, twelve ui them, 
with several cIol^s, squeezed themselves into her, and yet ma- 
naged so well, ihaL we had hard work to keep way wiih Lhem. 
On parting from the Indians, we were supplied with fresh 
meat. One of them, to show his respect, puL on a surtout 
that he had purchased at the Fort The coat was unl)uttuaed ; 
and, as he was unprovided with inexpressibles, the effect 
was extremely comical. It is curious, by the way, to ob- 
serve that tlie notion of testily uig respect by appearing in ' 
full dreasy if in thi§ case the term can be properly applied, 
is not confined to drawing-roomB and courts. 

Hemmed in by willows on cither side, WC occasionally got 
a glimpse of the lake tin ough various little cfeeks and open- 
ings, and shortly crossed the Grande Riviere d Jean, to enter 
the Petite Riviere a Jean, where the stream was in our fa- 
vour. Its course was uncommonly tortuous, the banks being 
bordered by low land, covered with pine, pc^piar, and wil- 
low. The sharp sight of the Indians had detected a moose 
some distance ahead of us, and La Prise, being expert at ap- 
proaching those quick eared animals, went in pursuit 
Meanwhile we dropped silently down the stream along the 
opposite side, until a place was found dry < iio!t<j;h lor cncunij)- 
ing. Thc'ni^lit was clear and bright, and the men were 
earnestly watching the boiling of a kettle of meat, when tlicy 
were startled by a long shrill whoop, which Louison the in- 
terpreter immediately answerered, announcing, at the same 
time, that it was the small canoe, and that La Prise had kill- 
ed iiis game. The splash of paddles was now heard in the 
distance; and in a few minutes the canoe> with its many in- 
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mates, glided against the long grass, on tlie bank of tlie en- 
campment, under the broad shade of which nothing was visi- 
ble but the dark heads of the Indians, as they appeared and 
vanished, with the motion of their canoe. When Louison 
inquired if he had been successful. La Prise, with the cha- 
racteristic of a true Chipewyan, answered in the negative, 
Oolah. Oolah! re-echoed the interpreter, in a disappointed 
tone, oolah! "Monsieur, il a manqu6; who ever beard of the 
whoop without it« accompanying prey?" Senrcely w«re the 
words out, wlleii La Priae wii it his flid«f ■nd as he hmded 
him the gun, gave from the other hsnd the fine tongue and 
nose of a moose. <<There»'' said he; **l shot it through the 
hearty through an opening between the trees notwider than my 
hand: but it was with your gun and ammunition, which, ae- 
cording ta our customs, you know» makes it your property/ 
I thou^t the Chief would like to have the tongue and the 
nose,* and the rest lies at the bottom of the eanoe for jour 
dispoiaL " This restraint on their appetite was the more re- 
markihley as they had'searoely eaten any thing for several 
days past; and the few serapa with which their friends had 
supplied them could not have suiBeed fora sinj^emeal.* But 
they never ininn|pD this law among themselves; and nothing 
but imminent starvation would eseuse the Indian Who should 
transgress it> Neverthelesi^ such conscientious dealing 
merited a reward (rom me^ vriiich was tikaily bestowed by 
aOowittg La Prise and his party to retain the largur propeiw 
tion of the animal. 

August 12tli.— *We continued our (ourse down the Little 
River; but the cold nortli-wcst wind, which brnt the pines 
with its violence, too plainly indicated what was passing on 
the lake, which, accordingly, on our arriving at it, presented 

* Coosiderod the choice |)aris- 



JOUaWST TO THB SBOBXa 



80 stonny an appetnuicey as to forbid our venturiiig farther** 
aad oompolled ua rcluetintly to oiioamp. The night vat 
ymj boiiteioua, and the monung of the 19th wore a threafe- 
enuig aapeet; but iuddenly it fell calm, the wind changed to 
aottthy and by $ a. m. we were enabled to put ont into the 
wide ezpanie of the lake. Keeping along the low awampj 
Aont thieklj matted with drift wood, we made ibr a jutting 
elevation^ ealled Rochj Point, and then atriking off in e 
northerly direction, paddled with spirit Ibr a duator of dia- 
tant iaianda, which, owing to the rdraotion of the atmo- 
apfaere,appearedaaif poiaedin theaky. Thia is the tmrerae 
ao nutoh dreaded by the Indiana, who, having no atouter 
ueft than their amtll eanoea, are in great danger of parah* 
inf^ if ' unhappily eanj^t by a gale. A light breem qirong 
up to aaaiat u% and, with the aid of the paddlei^ the iaianda 
were guned by 11 a. m. 'They were too numerous to be 
counted; but most of them were marked by small \Uumps of 
dwarf pine, and the one on which we landed produced whor- 
tleberrieaand cranberries. The roeka were all granitic, being 
either gray with pfotes of mioa, or red felspar with quarts. 
From this poaition I could see the Ilein<4eer Islands and 
M 'Kanzie'f eqie to the westward, a remarkably high round 
rock with innumerable islanda to the northward, a clear 
horizon and spots of land to the eastward, and the main dMire 
to the aouthward. Sending La Piiae forward, that I might 
mofe eaaaly get my bearings by having Mm as a mark, I fol- 
lowed myself shortly afterward <i, but in no very amiable 
mood, having just discovered that either the bow or steers* 
man had left our only firjfing pan at the last encampment, for 
the benefit of whoever might End it This was a matter of 
no small consequence to me, who, however ready to rough 
it on pemmican, had been enjoying prospectively, for some 
days past, the rich rein-deer steaks which the * 'barren 
grounds" were sure to afibrd; nor did the assurance of the 
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interpreter, who maintained thai the ''grtlladcs" were just 
•8 good done in a kettle, afford mfr much conBolation. 

Following the small canoe through a labyrinth of islands^ 
more or less wooded^ aomc steep, round, and bare, others 
broken or shelving, covered with low pine and birch, we 
made ft short turn to N. N. E., and opened into a fine long 
mch, bounded on each side by rocks, varying in height from 
two hunr!rrr! to a thousand feet; which resembled in some 
parts those to the westward, about the Gros Cap, and in 
others still more closely the red granite of Chipewyan. The 
necessity of despatch forbade my landing, to ascertain the 
difference in llicse respects. The character of the scenery, 
so diflferent from tliat which \vc had quitted in the morning, 
together with the northerly trending of the land, was the 
more gi.iiitying, as it roincided with the Indian accounts, 
and led me to expect a long extent ol" navigation. The drift 
wood, found in such piles from the Slave River to the 
M'KenzIe, and far along the east and west shores of the 
lake, ha i now disappeared, and the water, no longer turbid 
and yellow, was of a pellucid tjrecn. Its temperature was 
52°, while that of the surrounding air was 58°, iiaving in- 
creased 1 2^ since the morning. Tlie extensive islands assumed 
a more mountainous character as we advanced; and it was 
observable that the western ones were more Uuckiy wooded 
than those to the eastward. Throiui;h occasional vistas, the 
distnnt blue land was seen faintly In y^- clear horizon to the 
right. At 8 p. m. , the people being completely tired, i en- 
camped for ihe night 

August Mth. — Thr ilicrmometer had sunk to 30°; and 
when at 4 a. m. w^ resumed our cour.sc, tlie water was found 
lo be slightly encrusted with ice, which, together with the 
11 
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cold windy CO meked and injured the huk of the canoe, u 
to make it aeeeiauy to repair her. 

The country to the left became gradually less rugged, tub* 
•idiog into round-backed hills, whose doping sides were 
covered with wood; the uoiibrmity being agreeably broken 
by two light columns of smoke issuing at separate points, 
most likely from the fires ol some straggling hunters. But 
the scenery to the right increased in grandeur and boldness; 
and never, either in Alp or Apennine, had I seen a picture 
of such rugged wildness. Rising to a perpendicular hei^t 
of ttpwirds of twelve hundred feet, the rocks were rent, as 
if by some violent convulsion, into deep chasms and ragged 
fissures, inaccessible to the nimblest animal. A few with- 
ered pines, gray with age, jutted their shrivelled arms from 
the extreme rldgje of the abyss: on one of which a majestic 
fishinf^ pnp;le \<. is seated, nnd there, unscarcd by our cries, 
reigned in solitary state, the monarch of the rocky wilder- 
ness. Salvator alone could have done justice to the scene, 

As we proceeded, the view was obstructed in part by two 
conical hills, apparently unconnected with the shore on 
either side, and exceedingly picturesque in their outline. 
They were not lar from a point of the eastern main; whence, 
taking a long sweep to the right, and then stretching south 
and west in a broad belt of fifteen or twenty miles, it ulti- 
mately joins Rocky Point, at a distance of about fifty miles, 
measured in a direct line. To the whole of the islands in- 
cluded in this rangerl gave the name of Simpson's Group, 
in token of my esteem for the Governor. The channel be- 
tween the western islands and the main is, in some parts, not 
more than a quarter of a mile broad; and this contraction is 
rendered the more apparent by the ripple of a rather strong 
southerly current, not observable elsewhere. It is favour- 
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able for fish, :"ind subsequenliy a station was formed here. 
On opening i uund the northern end of the chaiuiel, a magni- 
ficent expau:ie of water was seen east and west, with clear 
horizons, dotted, however, with three islands, from the light 
mural clifTs of which the rays of the setting sun were softly- 
reflected. The peninsula, dividing the waters of the south 
and north side of the eastern main, has been called Point 
Keith, in compliment to Mr. J. Keith, the Company's agent 
tt Montreal, whoae name baa already been mentioned in 
tanna of oieritBd conuneadatioii. - 

We next crossed a wide traverse towards some tnblf hills, 
fonnitii]!; a part of what the Indians call Rein-deer Ishind, the 
walled sides of which rose far above the sloping and wooded 
country at their base; and here we landed, to examine more 
closely it.'i diversified formation. Either from the grinding, 
pressure of the immense masses of ice tliatare forced on this 
exposed coast, or from the continued action of breaking 
waves, the whole line of shore, for two or three miles, is 
composed of a kind of pudding stone; containing large and 
amall stones, all more or less globular, cemented by a yellow- 
ish clay, which ha9 become as hard as rock. It varies in 
elevation from aix to forty feet, and appeara to run ioto 
die adjaoent roeka, which attam an altitude of from fourteen 
hundrad to tvro thouaand feet, with an inegularitjr whi^ 
eoBtraata atrongly with the ilowittg outline of the weiteni 
main, now diaeemible to the distance of twelve or fifteen 
miles. Re-embarking^ we made for the point of an islaad, 
reaorted to by the Indiana for a particular atone, used for the 
making of pipes, and generally of a greenish-gray colour. 
On this occasion it was visited for the purpose of allowing 
one of them to inspect a smpll deposit of tobacco, which, in 
some seaaon of affluence he had concealed among the roeka. 
His little treasure was in safety; and, trusting to my supply- 
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iDg his wantfly he allowed it to remain tor a future emer> 
gency. 

The south-west face ol Ihe rock was smooth and almost 
pcrpcmllcular: and as wc bore up to the north-east, it became 
Btill more so, extending to the extreme limit of sight, in one 
uninternipted mural precipice, along the base of which was 
a bucccssiou of trap hills, with similar faces, and rounded' 
summits. I could not but remui k the resemblance of these 
last to the formations around Point Lake, and on the roast to 
the eastward of the Coppcr-minc. Being unable to land on 
this side, we made for the north main shore, on the declivi- 
ties of. which some patches of last winter's snow w lto yet 
visible. Here we disenihai kcd; and, the tent having been 
pitched, l*a Prise set a net, winch the following morning 
produced a few white fish, a trout, and, what surprised Uie 
iudiaus, an mcumiu. * 

August 15.— A smart head wind with a pitching sea did 
not allow us to do much with the paddles; and thoui£;h wc 
sought the lee of any tiling that offered shelter, we were soon 
obliged to lie by. Presently intelligence was brought me 
that La Prise aud an Indian in my canoe were quarrelling in 
a manner that forebod< 1 ;i disagreeable termination. My 
appearance rather separated than reconciled them; since La 
Prise, in going apart, muttered out, "Yon may thank tlie 
Chief; but it is not fini.shed: wc shall nun tm the liarren 
lands.". The weather becondnir more fuouiable, the journey 
was continuetl, arui we got u> a iumuw passage called i al- 
thel-leh, or the part that does not freeze, — a fact verified 
during two successive winters, but for which we could assign 
no cause. The right shore was particularly bold aivi imjM>»- 

* Salno MaekeosiL See Richardson's Appendix to Fninklio. 
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ing: it was a continuation of the trap formation from Pipe- 
stone Point, with this difference only, that here it had the 
glittering light brown appearance of mica slate, and was piled, 
terr£u:e upon terrace, to a height of uight hundred feet. The 
dip of the range was N. E. by E., with the face of the clifl's 
northerly. To the left, and not more than a mile from the 
trap, the rocks were principally gneiss, with here and there 
ft jutting monnd of red graDite or porphyry. A southerly 
current Wft> perceptible in the narrow; though the Indian 
pontiyely affirmed, that H was the reverse in winter, as the 
ice was invariably packed towards the north, and not towards 
the aonth of the strait A few larch and pine were tfainlj 
scattered; and the general appearance presented was that of 
rounded hills, interseeted on the one side by valleys, and on 
the other eat off in part by the mural precipices of the island 
already mentioned, which here rose into seven consecutive 
ranges, producing a singular and striking efieet Another 
isbnd between this and the main, consisting of a single rock, 
the southern face of which was broken into columnar cliffs 
with large rhomboidal fractures, seemed to be basaltic. 

The wind had fallen; but a heavy swell was running from • 
the clear horizon before us, and dashed against the rocks with 
a violence sufficient to swamp a fleet of canoes. The smaller 
of the two canoes took in much water at every pitch; and as 
rite leaked besides, the Indians prudently made for a small 
bay, where they landed, with no other damage than that of 
getting wet They immediately called out to me not to per- 
severe, as the diore was inapproachable for many miles, and 
added, that several of their friends had perished in the same 
place, from disregarding this counsel. And, indeed, we 
found as we proceeded a high surf lashing the beach ; and bad 
a gde come on, which, however was not indicated by the 
dinids^ we mig^t have had leasoo to repent our obstinacy. 
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A Urge piece of ice was seen floating ia the dittanee, in the 
pride of a miiiiature berg; a tight whieh ao aurpriaed the Ca- 
Dadiaiiy who had been long to the aouthward^ near the Colom- 
bia^ that he exelaimed, <<Cela va bien, noua ne aommey paa 
mal avancfia an nord^*' and the poor follow actnaUy thouglit 
we could not be &r from the aea. 

•While rounding a projecting bluff or headland, near whieh 
* I waa told there waa a river, our attention waa attracted to 
the creat of a ateep rock, where the keen eye of the Indian 
detected a poor bear> quietly regaling himadf with a feaat of 
berriea. '^Saaa! aaaa!''* whiapered he^ and in a moment all 
were down to a level with the cano^ and remained motion- 
leasy except the bowman, who perstated in making aigna per- 
fectly unintelligible; until at laat he aaid, in an under tone, 
'<Ditea-lui d'dter aon bonnet rouge,'' meaning my aenrant^ 
an honeat Lancaahire lad, who, not understanding a word of 
French, had never ceased to look at the bear, without once 
thinking of hia flaming red cap. <AVhat exclaimed he, aa 
he took it off, "will it frighten him?" The interpreter and 
Indian waded on ahore, and crawling silently througb the 
huahea, were soon loSt to our aight *In a few minutes n ronple 
of ahots, followed by a whoop, proclaimed the' fate of bruin; 
and we landed at a convenient spot to fetch the meat While 
the Aien were absent on thia errand, I strolled about and saw 
some gooseberries and curranta on the bushes, still unripe; 
there were alao a few roses yet in bud, the colour of which 
was a deeper red than that of the roses which grow more 
aouth. A brood of young ducka waa likewtae obaerved. 

The party at length returned: the animal being amall waa 
alung on the bowman'a back; and aa he had placed a atick in 

*8aaa,bear. 
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ita mouth to keep the jiws iput» and then tucked the head 
under his arm, bis appeennee, as he brushed through the 
wood, was ludicrous enough. 

The evening being far advanced, we took advantage of a 
snug bajr that completely sheltered the canoe from danger, 
and veiy soon after La Prise also arrived. He stated that 
after my departure he had discoTered that the frost of the pre- 
ceding night had split the canoe in several places, which at 
once accounted for its leaking; and that having repaired it, 
he pveferred the risk of coming on to the chance of being left 
belund. The , truth was, that haying no provision of their 
own, his party regularly was supplied from our stock, and 
could ill brook, therefore^ even a short separation. The au- 
rora was brilliant, and in rapid motion until midnight, when 
the wind increased so much, that we could not mo%^c from 
the bay. The hunters were despatched in every likely di- 
rection to find deer; and, though unsuccessful, were much 
phased at the many recent tracks they had seen. 

By a set of observations made here, t he latitude was found 
to he €}2° 45' 35" N., the longitude by chronometers was 1 1 1** 
19' 52" -7 W.y and the variation by Kater's compass 31' 
£. Thermometer at 3 p. m. 54^ 

August 17. — The nets having been set over night produced 
eight white fish and a trout, which were equally divided; 
and at 4 a. x. we got away^ and paddled against a cold north- 
east breeze. The main on one side, and a range of islands 
on the other, screened us, however, from its effects, so that 
by breakfast time we had aecomplished a satisfactory distance, 
having passed on our way another small berg, and some 
patches of snow, which still lingered in the fissures and deep 
gullies of the hills. It is always difficult to get at the real 
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meanlii'^ of an Indian, oven on subjects with which lie has 
been to a certain extent acquainted all hi,s litV, and on which 
one might reasonably expect something like a straightforward 
answer. 'Not only the others, but even the lad who had 
drawn (he sketch, now began to hint that the Tehlon was far 
away to flir -outh and east, and that the portnges between 
the intervening lakes were long and bad*for the transport of 
baggage, if not altogether Impracticable. The Indians, it 
was observed, were never encumbered with any thing heavier 
than their guns, and pcrhap<; a small canoe, which was often 
left, in case tlic carrier were unable or unwilling to taJce it on. 
From the direction, too, in which they pointeil to it, I was 
the more conlirmcd in my former opinion, not only that it 
lay considerably to the eastwai*d| bul also tiiat it inclined to- 
wai-da iludson^s Bay. 

•On the other hand, one of the party confessed that he had 
been on the Thlew-ce-choh when he was a hoy; and though, 
ns lie had gone by land, he had no exact knowledge of the 
route by w:ttur, still he knew that there was a river about a 
day's march off, leading to some lakes which would even-' 
tually conduct us to it His only apjirehension was, whether 
tlie canoe could be conveyed in any manner over tlie mouii- 
tains and falls, in our way to the Barren Lands,* where we 
should find the lakes to which he had alluded. -"We In- 
dians,'' said he, '':>houid not think of attempting it, but the 
white men are strong.". On such a subicct it was scarcely 
prudent to hazard an assertion: but as imu li depends on first 
impressions, 1 did not hesitate to assure lam, that I had the 
power to surmount all such obstacles as he had described, aiid 
only required an active hunter like himself to accompany 
me, for winch 1 added, he should be well remunerated; 
though, to say tlic truth, tlic general appearance of tiie coun- . 
try, and tlie iucreatiing altitude of the moimtain% reuderpd it 
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evklent that no eommon exerdon wmld be vequlred to to 
oither of the large rims, and in the decision to wbieh I now 
fnallj eane^ I eonsidered myself as liaving merely eiioaen 
tbo lesser evil of the two. 

Stilly coasting along the northern shore, and a continuous 
link of islands to the right, we came to a place distinguished, 
by the Chipewyan and Yellow Knife Indians, by the em- 
phatic appellation of <<The Mountain. ** Here it is their cus- 
tom to leave their canoes when they ge to hunt the rein-deer 
on the Barren Lands; and few have much acquaintance with 
the country beyond it Three or four of La Prise^s crew, 
influenced by tiieir old habits, could not bring themselves to 
pass the rock at which they had always landed; and separated 
from us here, under the plea of going to join their fiunilies. 
The Mountain rises gradually from the water's edge into 
round backed ridges of gneiss, with Intervening valleyt 
rather scantily wooded; and its Tarious summits, consisting 
of a soceesMon of mounds or elevations of smooth and naked 
granite, in the form of obtuse cones, rarely attain a greater 
hei^t than from ten to fourteen hundred feet The Moun* 
tain River is seen near its base, and precipitates iti^, in a 
picfnresque fitUi over a ledge of craggy rocks^ into the l^ke. 
Opposite this is the termination of the islands, beginning at 
Tal-tbel-leh; and a line drawn from thence due south cuts a 
huge bluD^ forming the western angle of Gih-houn^ehella, 
or Rabbit Point This indented isthmus jots out in a W.N. W. 
direction from theeastem main, and, overlapping the immense 
island of Peth-the-nueh, or Owl Island, so as to make the 
land seem oontinuons, gives the appearance of a deep bay, of 
which) together with die island, it settus to be the boundary. 
In truth, however, the effect so produeed is an optical illu- 
sion, occasioned by the distance and refraction of the obfects; 
£»r although the Moe ootUne appears perfectly onbroheo, yet 
18 
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GUi-lioiiii-tebdla was aabsequently discovered to be the 
norlhern opoaing to a narrow strait leading into a magnifi-' 
cent inner bay, at the south part of which we afterwards 
ertablahed a fishery. Still farther south than the fishery is 
another nairow passage, hemmed in on the west by the mu- • 
ral precipices of Peth-the-nueh, and on the east by lofty 
granitic mountains. This forms the outlet to a part of the 
lake which is bounded by the horizon, the whole space being 
one sheet of water as far as Point Keitli. The southern 
shore I have ventured to lay down, according to the dotted 
lines in the chart, after a patient investigation of various In* 
dian accounts, all of which make its distance from Feth-the> 
nueh rather more than 1 have fixed upon. Peth-the-nueh, 
or Owl Island, is sld accumulation of trap mountains, having 
their least altitude at Pipe-stone Point, opposite Rein-deer 
Island, and their greatest, at the narrow passage south of 
Gah-houn-tchella. It5 whnlr length rnst nnd west isfiftv-fouc 
geographical milrs, and the hreadttli ol iht- lake a little beyond 
Mountain River, in a line due .koiiUi, may be fairly estimated 
at not If ss tliaii tliirty-nme inilcs. It lies between the two 
main shores, sonie^\ hat neai er to the north: the rivers to the 
southward and eastward are of some magnitude, and are con- 
tinually resorted to bv the rhipewyans: yct, though acquaint- 
ed with every rapid and turn in them, they were unaldc to 
point oat or even afford aguess at their sources. Theon* . liow- 
ever, vvith the islands at its entrance, which is laid down as 
running into Christie's Bay, — so called after Mr. Chief Factor 
Christie, of the Company's service, whose prompt and cour- 
teous services I have pleasure in again alluding to, — is often 
visited by them in the s|)i int:, for the purpose of shooting 
swans, with which at thai season it abounds. 

Conttnuinc oitr rnrtrse along the hard and rocky line of 
the nortbera shore, we passed a pictufesque torrent^ which. 
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from a thread of shining silver in the distance, came gambol- 
ing down the steep declivities, and then mingled gently with 
the broad waters of tlie lake. Near it was the Rocky Point 
River, just beyond which we encamped, at the close of a 
beautiful day, in which the thermometer had stood at 52°. 

August 18th. — We started at 4 a. m. under the impression 
that a couple of hours would certainly bring us to the river 
spoken of by the Indians; but at the spot where we hoped to 
find a river there was merely another torrent.^ "That is not 
it," said Maufelly, the Indian before spoken of, who was to 
be our guide; so on w c went, paddling along the lake, now 
contracted to a witltli of five or six lailes, and apparently 
terminaLuig near a blue point in the south-east, which, how- 
ever, turned out to be the l)end leading into a deep bay, 
forming the ua^Lcni portion of Great Slave Lake. As it 
.scenjed that a long circuit might be avoided, hy making a 
j)ortagc in a lavoiirable part, almost in a direct line belore us, 
] was aijoiit to give direclioii.s accordingly, when launching 
past some rocks, whicli had shut out the land in their direc- 
tion, we opened suddenly oa a small bay, at the boUom ol 
which was seen a splendid fall, upwards of sixty feet high, 
rushing in two white and misty volumes into the' dark gulf 
below. It was the object of our search — the river which we 
were to ascend; so, without noticing the very significant 
gestures of my crew, indicating the impossibility of ascend- 
ing it, I immediately landed, and set them about drying and 
Uioroughly repairing the small canoe. An additional blanket 
or iwo^ with some other requisites, having been set apart^ 
all tbe otiier baggage, together with the large canoe, wai 
fdaeed uoder the charge of La Prifle^ who andertook to wait 
Cor and deliyer them to Mr. M<Leod. 

The observations to-day gave the latitude 62° 50' 15" N., 
longitude 109° 47' 54- " W., and variation liC^ 52* E. 
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CHAPTER IV.. 

DiikuUand ioilsome Aacent of Hoar f^mtRiuTr-'StrikingSeininf 
okng its Course,— lUneM of the Interpreter,— Encampment upon 
Oook^t Lake.— Ascent of another small River fuU of Rapids.— De- 
sertion of two Indians. — Perplea~Uy of the Ottide as to the proper 
fhnrife, and Atfrmpf to Desert. — Sticcesttion of Streams and Lakes. 
—Indian AcriULut of the TKe-lew or Tih-lon.— Clinton- Chiden, Ayl- 
mcr, and Sussta: Lakes.— Discovery qftke Thiew-^e<hoh, 

"A NEW scene now opened upon us. Instead of the gentle 
paddling across the level-lake, by which we had been ena- 
bled to penetrate thus far, we had to toil up the steep and 
rocky hed of an unknown stream,* on our way to the high 
lands, from which the waters take an opposite course. The 
labours wfiich had been hitherto so f luoifuliy nnHrrtione 
were little more than those to which voi/a^^nn-s are accus- , 
• fomed: but in what was to come, it wrt*« t'\ uifnt iliat extra- 

ordinary efforts and patient perscvci ance would hi n tjiiired, 
\o n\TTcomc the cliffirultics of our route. We now ItMrnrd 
front tlic Indians that llir Utll, to wiiicii, after my enterjins- 
ing friend licvcrlc}", the companion of Sir ¥1. Parry in his 
attempt to reach the l^ole, I have niven tlie name of Hever- 

lejr's Fallt was the commeticeiaent of a aecies of appalling 
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cascades and rapids^ which, according to their account, wore 
tlie distinguishing char,icteristics of Hoar Frost River; and, 
indeed, some fifteen or twenty sii ill canoes, concealed in 
the bushes, beloagiii^, as was conjectured, to my old friend 
Akaitclio and his party, who were hunting on the Barren 
L^ands, showed pretty clearly the obstacles we might expect 
to encounter. Maufelly, however, maintainerl that it was 
the only practicable route, and added, that by foilowing its 
channel we should shorten the distance, and not improb^ibly 
fall in with an okl man who could give ali the informalioa J 
required about the Thiew-een^hoh. 

" The greater part oi our lacHnc;, consisting; of three batrs of 
pcmmican, with a little ammunition, tohacco, ike, had been 
carried up the ascent the evening before; and on the morn- 
ing of the 19th of August, after emptying a net which had 
been set, of a few blue and white fish, the remainder was 
taken. The principal difficulty consisted in 'bearing the 
canoe over a slippery and uneven acclivity, thickly beset with 
trees and unders\ood.' The first ridge, where we rested, 
was formed of sand and d^bri^ from the surrounding rocks, 
mostly red felspar and quartz. Having crossed a swamp, 
and again ascended, we got to a point above a second fall, 
where a little smooth pool, on whicli the canoe was launch- 
ed, afforded a short respite to the wearied men. Here I dis- 
missed L;i Prise, who, with his two little boys, had assisted 
in conveying the things so far. He was intrusted with a let- 
ter for Mr. M'T^eod, in which I directed him to begin 
building an establishment, as soon as he should reach the 
east end of the lake, which, as 1 calculated, could not be 
more than a day's march from the river; informing hioi at 
the same time that I might be expected some time in Sep- 
temtier. 
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A few hundred yards* paddlinc along the pool broue;ht u? 
in sight of fresh clouds of spray, rising from a third and a 
fourth fall, too dangerous to approach; and though the woods 
were extremely thick, and consisted, for the greater part, of 
stunted swamp tir, which gave u> inlinite trouble to force 
through, still there was no altcrn.it ive, and clambering over 
the fallen trees, through rivulets and across swamps, as well 
as our burthens would permit, wc at length emerged into an 
open space. It was barren and desolate; crag was piled upon 
crag, to a height of two thousand feet fruia the base; and the 
course of the < otitracted river, now far beneath, was marked 
by an uiualerrupted line of foam. AiU i Ik (|Lit tit lialts to 
recover breath, the suaiiiul. oi" the diilicull pas.s \s'as attained; 
the blue lake which we had left, lay as if spread aL oui feel; 
and such was the beauty of the varied outline, that we were 
captivated into a momentary forgctfulneaa of our fatigue. But 
severe toil will tell on the frame, however resolate the will; 
and the interpreter, who had for several days shown sym]>- 
toms of indisposition, became now so exhausted as to be 
barely able to proceed. The Indnuas Aided him by light- 
ening his burthen, being themselves in hig^ spirits^ firam 
haying seen some fresh traelES of. deer, which, aceordbg to 
their notions, indicated an early hunting season, as it proved 
that those ever shifting animals hid begpin to migrate from 
the north. The descent towards the river was at fint gradualy 
for the path lay over the even Chough rounded suriaoe of the 
rodcs. But mos»<coivered swamps soon followed, and then 
t precipice so afarapt and de^ that, with no other ineum- 
hranee than my doak and gun, it required all my vigiknoe 
and eieKdon to save myself (rem fiUling with the loose 
messes whieh slid away from my feet 

The people with the f;aiioe stood rcsohitely to their work, 
and after a slip or fail, recovered themselves with such adroit- 
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ness, that, after an interval of protracted anxiety, I enjoyed 
the satisfaction of beholding her placed safe and s(Hirid in the 
stream below. The course of the i Ivcr couhi he traced N. 

E. about three miles, in which, though there was evi- 
dently a strong current, notliing appcaj eJ to brc^ik tlie glas- 
siness of the surface. It was buuadcd on each side by steep 
shelving rocks, cheerful with vegetation, and thinly clad with 
bircli, firs, and willows. The sun was too low, and the 
crew too wearied to move on; and having paddled to the 
other side, -for the convenience of a level spot on which to 
pitch the tent, we gladly halted for the ni^t 

The laborious duty which had thus been satisfactorily per- 
formed, was rendered doubly severe by tlie combined attack 
of myriads of sand-flies and mosquitoes, which made our 
faces stream wjth blood. There is certainly no form of 
wretchedness, among those to which the chequered life of a 
voi/ageur is exposed, at once so great and so humiliating, as 
the torture inflicted by these puny blood-suckers. To avoid 
them is impossible: and as for defending himself, though for 
a time he may go on crushing by thousands, he cannot king 
maintain the unequal conflict; so that at last, subdued by pain 
and fatigue, he throws himself in despair with his face to the 
earth, and, half sufibcated in his blanket, groans away a few 
liours of sleepless rcsL 

August 20. — The thermometer had fallen to 36", and at 
4 A. Ai., .i'^ ^oon as the sunken rorks, and other impedi- 
ments to our proLircss, ronM he (h>liriiiur'*hed, we got away, 
and went on cheerily enough, until iiiternipted bv a rapid, 
which was succee'ded hv so many more, that tor tfic best 
part of the morning we did little eUc than lighten the canoe 
and drag it up with a line; at length a fall of tweiily feet 
obliged us to carry both canoe and bagpge. This passed^ 
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other nplds presented themselves; (intil finally the cinoe 
got 80 seriously damaged by the shocks, as to make us hasten 
on flhore to avoid ainking. The unhappy interpreter had 
been unable to take any share in the work, and wai^eridentljr 
suffering severe pain, which he begged of me to aasaage. I 
bad only a box of common pills, and some brandy, neither 
of which could be prudently applied to a case which seemed 
to require the skill and attention of a professional man. The 
poor fellow, however, persisted in his belief that I could 
relieve him, not doubting that any thing under the name of 
medicine would answer the purpose. I yielded, therefore, 
to his importunity, and indulged him, first with the con- 
tents of the box, which made him worse; and next with the 
coateats of the bottle, which made him better. 

Seareely was the canoe repaired, and our labour recom- 
menced, when we were involved in fresh troubles, by a 
most intricate channel of deep water, thickly studded with 
sharp angular rocks, somethnes so close toge^er as barely to 
allow of a passage. The stream having at this part a consi- 
derable fall, rushed between or bubbled over them, with « 
force that almost swept the hauling men off their legs; and 
no sooner had they with great resolution surmounted this 
difficulty, than a fresh demand was made on their energy hy^ 
the appearance of three distinct falls, rising like huge steps 
to the height of forty -five feet Again, therefore, the whole 
mathriel was to be carried, much to the annoyance of the 
crew, to whom, on such occasions, the sickness of any oC 
their companions is a matter of serious importance. • One or 
two more rapids, and a narrow fall of twenty feet, termi- 
nated the nsrcnt of this turbulent and unfriendly river. 
Nothing, however, can be more romantically beautiful than 
the wild nrry of its course. High rocks beetling over 
the rapids like towers, or rent into the most diversified 
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ibrmty guy with various ooloured mossef, or shaded by over* 
baogiiig trees— DOW a tranquil pool, lying like a sheet of 
lUver-HBow Uie dash and foam of a cataracty^these are a 
part only of its picturesque and striking features. . 

The canoe having be«i eompletely repaired, we entered 
on a' different scene. An amphitheatre of gently rising 
hills, Interspersed with rounded and barren roeks, and a few 
dumps of gloomy-looking pines, rendered more conspicuous 
by the yellow sand on which they grew, embraced a calm 
sheet of water, which, taking a northerly direction, kept 
gradually widening to a distance of three or four miles. 
Some old ice still adhered to its faankss and tfie snow shoes 
and bundles affixed to the poles of a recently deserted encamp- 
ment, showed that it was a resort of the Indians. 

It was too late to gain the pines, for the sun had eet; so 
we encamped on an island where we had observed that there 
were shrubs enough to cook the evening meal; and had no 
sooner landed than we wore assailed by swarms of sand- 
flies and mosquitos, which for a time irritated us almost to 
madness. I do not know that there is any thing very ori* 
ginal in the idea, but as I contemplated the repose and still- 
ness of the evening landscape, mellowed by the soft tints 
of the western sky, and contrasted it with the noise, the im- 
petuosity, the intense animation and bustle of the morning, 
it seemed to me a type of that best period of the life of man, 
when to the turbulence and energy of youth succeeds the 
calm sobriety of ripened age. It broo^t td my mind fiur 
distant friendsy—one especially long known and well esteem- 
ed; in remembrance of whom I gave to the sheet of water 
before roe the name of Cook's Lake. 

As the night drew on, something was perceived indistinctly 
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on the lake; it was neither a Ioon» nor a deer, hut iti cantuMia 
motiont eidted tiiat aort of suapieion ivhieh made our invalid 
look about him. He and the three Indiana with me deter- 
mined that it most be either a Chipewyan thief» or the aeont 
of a party of Slave Indiana^ who were at war with the Yellow 
^Laivei* Aa it turned out» however, neither of these eonjee- 
tures waa eorreet, for the object of apprehension proved to 
be one of those who had left ua at the mountain^ and who, 
having lost the only two charges of powder in hia possession* 
had been driven to the necessity of performing this long 
journey, to obtain the means of sustaining his family until 
they could get to their .firienda. <<Had there lieen only my 
wife with me,'^ he said, in a laint voice, **l would not have 
troubled the chief, fprwe could have lived upon berries; but 
when I looked on my child, and heard its cnes^ my heart 
(ailed me, and I sought for relief." There needed no other 
appeal; and having received a ItberU supply of provtsioa and 
ammunition, the poor fellow went away the happiest of his 
tribe. 

August 81. — ^Thin ice had been formed during the night; 
though when we started, at 4 a. k., the thermometer stood 
at 38^. A few miiea northerly brought us to a river, barred 
by fifteen rapids, varying in height from three to ten feet 
In any other situation, such a succession of intemiptbns 
would have seriously annoyed me; but I now leg^ed them 
with Gomplfeoency , as the ladder by which I was to mount to 
the dividing ridge of land, — the attainment of that god being 
aH which at that tale season I could hope to accomplish. 

I had in De Charlott,'the bowinan, one of the most expert 
men in the country, and in no place had his astonishing 
strength and activity been called more into play than on this ^ 
occaSMn. In the midst of dangen the moat imminent from 
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rapids or falls, l)e was cool, fearless, and collected; and often, 
when the pole or paddle was no longer available, he would 
.spi jiig into the curlir;g water, and, with a foot firmiy planted, 
maintain his po>it;o;i, where others would have been swept 
nwnv in an instant. But in spite of all liis care and exertion, 
our frail vessel was sorely bu£feted, and the bark hung in 
shreds alonii; il3 sides, ripped and broken in every quarter. 
We were, therefore, not a little glad, when, after a difficult 
porta^ we found aaother free and open water. 

While tbe neceaatry patching and gumming of the canoe 
was gping on, to render her tight, I climbed to the top of a 
short range of rocks'about two hundred feet high, and dipping 
to the eastward. >From this eleration iMUufeUy'pointed to 
a leke^ on which he said we were to go a long wsyf adding, 
however, that, from the fact of bishaving been so snow-blind 
when he last passed as to be led with a string, he did not 
exactly remember the channel. He requested, therefore, 
permission to land at certain elevated places— one of which 
he recognised, and pointed out as the spot where he had for- 
merly killed a deer. Still this did not enlighten him as to 
the precise part we should make for: and whether the two 
Indian boys in the canoe differed with or distrusted him, or 
whether it was the mere ca]:trice and unsteadiness of their 
nature, we knew not; bu: c er (am it wa,s, that, on landiiiii; at 
a point of the shore, they began to prepare for a march, wjth 
the intention, ns they said, of visiting their relations, who 
thi y thought might be somewhere to the north-west. As 
tliert %vas no indication of Indians within ran8;e of the tele- 
scope, we tried to dissuade them from their purpose, for their 
services, lusi then, were doubly requisite in order to carry 
the baggage over the portages; and this the rocues well knew, 
but with invincilde slubbornuess they rejected every offer 
that was nude. Finding they were determined, I supplied 
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them with a little ammunition, warning them at the same 
time to keep awny from my fort, unlew they brought with 
tfaraa a heavy load of good meat 

f 

We then paddled among islands extending to a great dis- 
tance, with an uninterrupted hori2X>n to the westward. It 
was evident that Maufelly was puzzled; for though he knew 
the general direction, he was so little acquainted with the 
form of the lake> that we constantly found ourselves cither 
t in a bay, or pulling round an island. Not liking to be baf- 

fled in this way, I landed^ and sent De Charloit and the In- 
dian to reconnoitre; and the result was, that they descried a 
lake in the line of our intended course. The mosqoitos here 
tormented us dreadfully; and the steersman, for whom they 
had a particular affection^ was so swollen that he could 
•oarcely see. 

At daybreak of the following day (the 29nd of August) we 
went to an adjoining bay, whence the canoe and baggi^ 
were carried to two small lakes. Another portage took us 
to an extensive sheet of water, which, however, proved to 
be only a branch of the lake we had left. In this, as in the 
other part, were many islands, composed of low rocks with 
shelving sides, covered more or less with reindeer -moss and 
larg^ stones. Streaks of old ire were still adhering to the 
shore; and on some of the hills, already of a brown tint* 
were patches of last year's snow. A few hours brought us 
to the end of the lake (which has been called after the Rev. 
Dr. Walmsley of Hanwcll;) and scouts were despatched in 
different quarters to find out the most favourable route to the 
large lake of which we were in search. 

A set of observations gave thr latitude 63° 23' 46" N., 
longitude 8' 16" W., and variation 36° 0' E.-^ poei- 
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tion t little to the north of the Cheesadawd Lake of Hearne; 
fbou^, from thp roncuitent testimony of the Indians, it 
woald seem that the only one bearing the name is situated 
between the Athabasca and Great Slave Lakes. 

Towards evening the men returned; and about the same 
time, one of the Indian lads, who for some trifling cause had 

separated from his companioo^ and was now willing to join 
us again. The former had succeeded in finding a chain of 
small lakes, inclining to the eastward, and had the good for* 
tune to shoot a young deer: the latter was unceremoniously 
dismissed with directions to inform his tribe, that those who 
were desirous of profiting by the expedition must pursue a 
steady and honest course of conduct, and, according to their 
own phraseology, abstain from ^'speaking with two tongues;" 
for by that means alone could they entitle themselves to any 
benefit. He was refused even a particle of provision, — a ri- 
gour which I felt assured would be made known, and pro- 
duce a wholesome eflfect upon the whole tribe; for, thou^li 
fickle and iinc;rr\tcful, they are yet right-minded enough to 
know, and candid enough to acknowledge, their errors. In 
the present instance, the lad smiled he went away, and 
observed, that was just, for he did not deserve better 
treatment.'' 

August 23. — The operation of carrying began with the 
first dawn of da_v; and, though tormented by the mosquitos 
from the time that the sun began to have any power, and 
drenched with hail and rain as soon as it dpr>!tncd, yet we 
managed to get over fifteen portages before night compelled 
us to encamp. 

August 24. — The thermometer fell to 32°, and a cold sheet 
of vapour rose from innumerable wateroourses, which dis- 
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peraingas the sun appeared above the gray cloud that walled 
the horizon in the east, allowed us to resume our tedious oc- 
cupation. A succession of lakes and portages took us to a 
small stream, which I was glad to observe ran easterly; and 
at iU termination, in an open space of water, 1 saw some sand 
hills about north-west, which led me to conclude that we 
could not be far off the height of land. The bark of the 
canoe, however, had been split by the frost, and a short delay 
was necessary to repair it This completed, we began to 
make a traverse to gain some hills, whose eastern sides, as 
Maufelly asserted, were washed by the large lake: but a 
question now aros(\ as to the probability of a passage along 
tlie base of the sand iiills to the westward; since, according 
to my sigiit, a wide opening seemed to stretch from thence 
far to ihe right, which, I cannot help still thinking, was con- 
necteil \s ith the other lai-ge sliect ol" walcr, lie Lhi^ as it may, 
the Indian put his veto on the proposition; and accordingly 
the blue hills were reached, a long portage made, and I had 
the satisfaction at last of looking on a wide clear expanse of 
water to the southward, bounded only by the horizon. — ^The 
latitude was 63° 23* 57" N. . 

We now crossed to a jutting hluil point, apparently a con- 
tinuation of the opposite shore, but which was stated to be 
the northern sweep of a bav, the receptacle of a rapid river, 
which Maufelly said we in ist ascend. It lay precisely in a 
straight line with a very distant column of .sinokc. to which 
our Indian wished to go, umlcr the jdaus-ible pretence of pro- 
curing infoniialion; declaring at the same time, his entire 
ignorance of any water communication beyond the one we 
"were in. This conduct I thought it right to resent, and with 
a seasonable severity of manner gave him to understand that 
artifice and duplicity were not likely to succeed with me at 
any time, much le^ at the present moment, when, from hit 
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own admission, he had been at another lake, and stood con- 
victed therefore of faijjchood. I told him, that what he really 
wanted was to desert; that if so, his lands were before him; 
but that by so donig he would forfeit all claim to whatever 
benefits I might otherwise have conferred upon him. The 
effect was instantaneous; lie confessed that he had done wrong, 
and promised fidelity for the future, begging that I would not 
be (lispkMsed, if, from want of memory on his part, we some- 
time ^< missed our way; for that it was a long time since he was 
a boy, and from Uiat early period he had never been beyond 
the land before us. The banks of the stream consisted most- 
ly of sand, heaped here and there mlu mounds, the comfort- 
able retreat of many sifRcu,or ground squirrels, some of whose 
company were basking in the sun, or sitting up in curious 
l^aze at eacii otlicr; ou seeing us, tiicy disappeared. 

Four rapids, liaving an aggregate fall of from sixteen to 
twienty feet, were the only obstacles to tlir n;n igation of the 
river, and by five o'clock we liad t:;ot. up them alJ, and open- 
ed on a inigiulicent lake, ( lose by, a reindeer appeared, 
riinnini; at full speed, dialed by a long white woll, wlucli, 
though it seemed to have little chance in swiftness, was never- 
theless resolute in the pursuit. The deer gradually made for 
a pass below the rapid, at the other side of which another 
wolf was now first perceived, crouching down, with his eyes 
fixed on the chase, and evidently ready to spring upon the 
poor anima], if it unhappily took the water. 

I have a strong antipathy to wolves, however speciously 
attired; and though these fair-robed gentlemen were but fol- 
lowing a natural instinct of appetite, I thought fit to interfere 
with voice and gesture. Tbe jiantingdeer bounded past me, 
as if conscious of saiely aud piotection, while the wolf stood 
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motionless for a muiuenl, and then, scenting an enemy, slunk 
iiiovvi} avy ayj under the shelter of some fragments of rocks. 

The counLiy near the margin, and, indeed, for several 
miles from tire lake, was very low and level, being only oc- 
casionally elevated into moderately-sized hills. By one of 
these, to the eastward, lay the route to the The-lew.* As 
we were certain to return hy this place, I took ath :irifai;c of 
a detached heap of stones, in the shape of an island, to make a 
cache of a bag of pcmmican; soon after which vvc encamped, 
where there was some good moss for cooking — a considera- 
tion of no trifling importance on the barren lands. 

The white pai-tridges kept up a burring call until m mi mid- 
night; and when this had ceased, my rest was rejitalcdly in- 
terrupted by the startling and fiendish screams of a score of 
the largest sized loons; so that I was not sorry when the 
morning of the 25th of August afforded light enough for es- 
caping from their harsh and grating notes. 

As we proceeded, the land on each side swelled insensibly 
into a different character, attaining an elevation of one hun- 
dred and seventy, or one hundred and ninety feet, with 
rounded summits, partially covered with rich lichens, and 
strewed with huge boulders, closely resembling those round 
Point Lake. The 'valleys afforded a luxurious pasturage, 
and were tenanted by a few scattered deer.* 

A weak current was found to oppose us; aiui liaMog 
passed through a narrow, which produced a ripple hav- 
ing something of the character of a rapid, we managed 
to get embayed. Alaufelly was fairly lost; and after trying 

* Someimies CcUied 'fth-ion. 
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ineffectually half a doien openings, I returned to the current; 
which became imperceptible aa the land fell off; but,> taking 
the general direetioa of the laat riyer and this stream tt a 
guide, IdireeCed the course to a diflant northerly hill, which, 
luckily enough) happened to be the weatem point of another 
narrow, well known to th^ Yellow KniTes aa a faTOurite deei^ 
pass, and which waa, in fact, the oi^ly [passage for ^the water. 
A <*band*** of deer waa aw in^miuiii^^acr oaa at the moment 
The iaoe of the country waa extremely barren and forbidding. 
When afterwards we encamped, not a ahrab could be found; 
and the moaa being wet, it required aome ingenuity to make 
a fire: ultimately, however, it waa effeeted, by building two 
parallel walla, withm which the moaa waa placed, and lanned, 
into flame by the draft ruahing between. This aimple no- 
tion waa the means of saving ua much trouble afterwarda. 
Thepaas led ua to an immense lake> from which land eouhj 
be faintly distinguished to the north, while east and west it 
waa indented with deep inlets and bays. One of these, to 
the right, presenting a clear borison, led, as Maufelly believ* 
ed, to the Ths-lew. 

Subsequently, several Indians, who had been there, in- 
fimned me that, by making a portage from the eaatern ex- 
tremity of t deep bay, they got to a small lake, and from 
thence by another portage to a larger one; tliat this diseharg- 
ed itself by e rivtr into the north-east end of a very long but 
narrow lake^ the southern termination of which was about 
halfway between that point and Slave Lake. To the east, 
they aaid it was connected, by a short line of rapids, with a 
lake of sbgular ahape, which, by meaoa oft river seventeen 
miJce long, communicated with the Thfi-lew, at a mean dis- 
tance from our positioB of about eighty miles. As to the 

Any number abov^ six- 
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courae of the priocip«l river itself, little seemed to be aeeu- 
ntely known; for the Indians never penetrated Itr, perhaps 
not more than twenty miles, beyond the part which has been 
jost desetibed. There it was said to maintain a nniform di- 
rection towards the north-east * 

Proceeding by the western shore of the lake which we had 
entered» we cut across from-point to point, coasting by islands 
so extensive, that we not unfrequently mistook them for the 
main. The water was of a dark indigo colour, but very clear; 
and the occasional and almost noisdess rising of a fish at a 
water-fly was the only sound which broke the sUUness and 
smnity around. Whether it were owing to continued calms, 
or to the limited time during which this lake is liberated from 
its icy fetters, I am not prepared to say; but certain it is, 
that I no where observed those successive banks, or layers 
of sand, along the beach, so common in the lakes to the south- 
wrard,— the joint effect of the action of the waves and of the 
rise and fall of the water. Neither were there any of those 
•horisontal lines on the base of the rocks, which force them> 
selves on the notice of the traveller in other parts of this 
country, and which indicate, with the nicest precision, the 
fluctuations of the level at diflerent seasons. Being some- 
what bewildered among the numerous bays and islands, our 
Indian, from time to time, ascended the elevated ground, 
with a view of guessing at the best route; and on this occa- 
sion he considered that, to avoid making detours, equally 
unprofitable and vexatious, we ought to keep more to the 
northward. He begsn now also to remark that many win- 
ters had glided away since he had visited tfaeThlew-ee-choh, 
as a boy, with his old father; but that he re m embere d his 
isaying that there were numerous sand-hills in its vicinity; 
and he felt some confidence now, that we should, sooner or 
later, find it What most comforted him, however, was a 
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newly entertained idea that we should not (as he had hither^ 
to ilrMMiled) bo caught by the letting in of winter^ before the 
object WM eeeomplished. 

For t considerable time pasty a denting whiteness, which 
did not seem like the ordinary effect of the aunUght, had 
been yisible on the western horizon; and, as we neared Ity I 
had the mortification to behold a well-deHned stream of ice^ 
decayed, indeed, but compact enough to have brought op the 
largest ship in his Majesty's navy. There needed no stronger 
proof to convince me of the tardy disruption of this wintry 
barrier, and, by conseqnencei of the faint chance that existed 
of my being able to prosecute the journey by open water 
during the early part of the summer. The intimation, how- 
ever, was not without its use; it prepared me to expect other 
obstacles, and occasioned the methodising of varaous plans, 
by which the execution of that partof the senriee was at last 
snceessfully completed. 

Having paddled along the edge of the stream of ice, we 
made Ibr a remarkable mountaino\i;< hhiff to the north-east, 
between which and some other high land was a passage lead- 
ing north* But the sun had set; and| after a hard day's work, 
my weary crew were happy to encamp^ notwithstanding the 
Tigoroos and unintermitting asmults of our faithful tor^ 
mentors, the sand-flics and mosquitos. , Certainiy they were 
pests, and sharply did they convey to us the moral lesson of 
man's helplessness; since, with all our boasted strength and 
skill, we were unable to repel these feeble atoms of the 
creation. 

August 26th.— The temperature had fallen to 31°, and 
coated the lake, for a few hundred yards from t}ic sliorc, 
with a thin sheet of ice; while the calm surface of the open 
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wftter was literally black with dead flies. Slight as the im" 
pediment wai^ it required the utmost caution on the part of 
the bowman to open a lane^ by breaking the ice on each 
side, 80 as to allow the canoe to pass without touching; for 
the bark being rendered brittle by the overnight's frosty 
the lesst coneusaton would have produced serious eoose- 
quen ce s t o prevent which, pieces of leather, Ac, wove 
placed over the sides as fenders. The mountainoas appear- 
ance of the country to the northward by no means answered 
to the character of the part of which we were in search, and 
greatly diminished the hopes that Maufelly had nourished 
of finding a portage to the Thlew-ee-choh in that direction. 
We therefore veered to the westward; and, after paddling 
from fifteen to twenty miles, without descrying the faintest 
symptom of a sand-hill, we ascended a lofty hill, and, after 
considerable embarrassment, during which I was careful to 
encourage him, ihe Indian pointed to the south-east. Arriv- 
ing at another point, he again directed us west, through a 
kind of strait, where there was an island, consisting of one 
conical mount, about two hundred feet high. Some sand was 
visible round and near its apex, and it was distmguiflhed, as 
I afterwards learnt^ by the name of the Saod-UilL 

From its summit we were surprised to behold another im* 
mense lake, extending with a clear horizon to the south* 
west, and abounding in large islands, and in bays from ten 
to fii^een miles deep. How far it might be across, could not 
be conjectured^ the apparent boundary on the other side being 
but dimly marked by narrow dark lines, which the Indian 
assured me were only islands. Resuming our journey, we 
passed through the upper end of the strait» in which the cur^ 
rent set to the southward; and, having gone half round the 
compass, and passed an extensive opening to the right, we 
directed.our course to the westward. 
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The wiyering iinoerteinty of Manfelljr indooed me to ab- 
■teio from my remarki oo the time loft in roundiog baya to 
look for aome near ent* which he had never aeeo» hut whidi 
he penifted in thinking muat eziat Any oppoailioo» I well 
knew, would only produce a aulky ohatinacyy and put an end 
to all eflective co-operation. I therefore left him to follow 
hia own plans, confiding in that instinct which will g^ide an 
Indian through the mazes of the darkest and most tangled 
forest The view to the southward and westward mig^t well 
be called that of an inland aea; for» with the exception of e 
dark spot here and there^ the range was bounded by an hori* 
«m of sky and water,' now gilded with the brilliant reya of 
n aetting aun. 

Holding more to the north, wo threaded aome Ueak and 
picturesque ialandi^ apparently of gneiaa; for all were-roand 
'and naked rocka^ with little or no Tegetation, and rose ab- 
ruptly from the water's edge to a height Tatying from eighty 
to a kondrad and twenty feet Near the spot where we 
camped was one eonaiderably higher, with huge boulders on 
its ofatuae and irregular outline, which bore an exact leaem- 
btanoe to the aceneiy about Fort Enterpriae. 

The shelving and mois-covered mainland, with iadated 
rocks in sUth formed a pleasing contrast to the bold fronting 
of the neighbouring islands. The beach where the tent was 
pitched was of a ahmgly gravel, composed of minute and 
rounded fragments of mica aisle, quarti with acaks of glit- 
tering mica, and red and gray felspar. A fow geese» one 
gull, and floany loona were seen; and mosqoitos, like the 
fourth phigue,* swarmed innumerable, and banished comfort 
When the cool air of nig^t had benumbed them, and aflbrded 
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me a req>ite for contemplation^ I could not help feeUag deep- 
ly impiened with the intense stillnem of the scene: no lifing 
thing was seen or heard; the air was calm, the lake unruffled: 
it seemed as if nature had fallen into a trance^ for all was 
silent and motionless as death. 

Our little canoe was afloat at 4 a.h. of the 07th of August; 
and the men, excited by the keen air of the morning to -n* 
gorous action, impelled her throo^ the calm water with un- 
nstial swiftness. Several deep bays were traversed and 
points rounded, until at last we had the satisfaction of seeing 
some sand*hill8, which, as we drew near, Manfelly thought 
he recognised. Twice he went to adjacent heights to'disco- 
some object, which might remove his doubts; and the 
second time he returned with a light step, and a countenance 
betokening satisfaction and triumph. With renewed confi- 
dence he^inted to a bay from whence we might go to the 
Thlew-ee-choh, and, on our landing, turned to the interpre- 
ter, and showing him the well-beaten tracks of the deer, ex- 
claimed, with a smile, that his old father loved to dwell on 
the ieats he had performed there; ''and though,*' added he» , 
<'I was bnt a child when I accompanied him, these plaoes 
look £uniliar to me." ^ 

'The two large lakes by which we had come^werc only 
separated by the strait of the Sand-Uill; and, considering the 
first as extending from that strait, not to the river, butmwely 
to the first narrow to the south, it will embrace a direct dis- 
tance of twenty-nine miles, and an estimated breadth, east 
and west, of nearly thirty. This 'I have named Clinton- 
Golden Lake, as a mark of respect to the memory of those 
distingaished mdividuals. 

The second, or northem one^ is^ aceording to the concur- 
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lent testimony of the Indians, about sixty miles in extent 
towards the north-west, with a breadth not exceeding thirty, 
nor less than twenty miles. The eastern shores are broken 
into bays, deep and indefinable; the rest was bounded by the 
horizon. This splendid sheet of water received the appella- 
tion of Lake Aylmer, in honour of the Governor-General 
of Canarh, to whose kiodaess and consideration I felt myself 
particuiarly indebted. 

While employed in putting the canoe in a fluitabie place, 
between two small hillocks, to dry, a deer was seen coming 
at full q|>eed towards us. The Indian and De Charldit atarted 
at the same moment to cut it, off. The trial wai well con- 
tested; but the latter was more active than his opponent; and, 
concealing himself behind a stone, watched his opportunity, 
and killed it at the first shot. After making a hasty repast, 
I sent the three men with MaufcUy to look for the river, or 
the lake whence it ^vas supposed to take its rise. They were 
provisioned for tlu( i <lays; and, in tiie event of any doubt 
arising on tlu- part of the Indian, the bow and steersmen 
were to proceed in a due northern, and the Indian and inter- 
preter in a north-western, direction, which, I concluded, 
would take them within sight of Uieir object 

The observations made here gave the latitude 64° 24' 13" 
N., longitude, 108° 28' 53" W. ; variation, 36° 36' E.* As 
the sun declined, some dark clouds rose from the westward, 
and spread ra])idly over the sky, threatening to break up the 
long calm which wc iiad enjoyed across the two lakes. Be- 
fore I could reach the tent, indeed, tlie storm burst with such 
violence, as almost to carry it away; and but for the support 
which, on my arrival, I lent to the poles, it would assuredly 
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have gooe. The canoe wai whirled over and over« and waa 
at Uft arrested by a rock. Malley'a cooking appantua waa 
thrown right and left; while my seitnt and instrumenti, 
scattered about the tenl» reminded me most forcibly of poor 
Kearneys misfortune on a similar occasion. Happily, I saved 
them by throwing my cloak over them, and then again prop' 
ped up the tent, until the squall waa over. 



August 28th. — went along a range of sand-hills with my 
glass, but could see nothing of the men. The country waa 
formed of gently undulating hills, whose aurfacea were co- 
vered with large fragments of rocks, and a coarse gravelly 
soil, which afforded nutriment to some miserable dwarf 
birch. The tea plant, crow, and cranberry shrubs also grew 
there, but were entirely unproductive. In the swamps, oe- 
eupying every valley, the plant of the whortleberry was oc- 
esaionally found, but, as in the former case, witho^it ihiit 

A chain of sand-hills, embracing two-thirds of a small lake 
with a pretty rocky island in its centre, stretched from the 
eastward, and, gradually rising to different heights, suddenly 
terminated in abrupt cliffs; whenq^ renewing the line again 
at the base, it extended to within a couple of miles of our 
encampment Thence, separated only by a narrow stream 
which flowed from the lake, the land ascended by a shelving 
hill to a continuation of the chain; a tongue of white sand 
spotted with Arbutus (sac k commis,*) which jutted out to 
the southward, completed, with the hill on which we had 
taken our position, the girdle of a l^y, the waters of which 
emptied themselves by a narrow channel to the north-west 
To the north, as well as west, were other hills, detached from 
the chain, of a rocky mossy character about the dedivitiea. 



*So called bjr thetcadsre. 
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but ending in rounded cones ol saad, from one hundred and 
llfty to five or six huncl red feet high. Many rayines and dry 
watercourses intersected the hills; and in one I saw a musk 
ox, which contrived to get away from me. The deer must 
have been, at some time, exceedingly numerous; for the face 
of the ground lor several miles was beaten down by tiiem. 

August 29th. — Becomirts; noxious about tl)e men, I took 
my gun, and, following a N. N. W. direction, went out to 
look for them. Having passed a small sheet of water, be- 
tween the rivulet, or channel, previously mentioned, *and 

l»akc Aylmcr, I ascended a hill, from the top of which I dis- 
cerned, to my great delight, a rapid, rvidently connerted 
with thr stream which flowed through tlu narrow clun^iicl 
from the lake.' With a quickened f<\v]') I jiriicoeded \o ti-ace 
it.s course, and, in doing so, was further grntiticd at being 
obliged to wade through the sedgy waters of springs. Cross- 
ing two rivulets, whose lively ripples ran due north into the 
rapid, the thought occurred to me, that these feeders might 
be tributaries to the Thlow-ee-ehoh; and, yielding to that 
pleasing emotion, which discoverers, m the f}r«it bound of 
their transport, may be pardoned for indiilt;ing, I threw my- 
self down on the bank, and drank a hearty draught of the 
limpid water. From a height a mile forward, the line of 
stream could be distinctly traced into an open space, which, 
as it contracted, inclined to the north; and this, with the ap- 
pearance of two plovers, exactly resembling the noisy plover 
{Charadrius vociferus) about Fort Enterprise, convinced 
me that I stood on part of the continuous height of land which 
extends hither from the borders of the Copper Mine River. 
The men not makiiig their appearance, 'I raised a dense 
smoke, by firing the moss,* to apprise Orcm of my situation; 
and relurned to the tent, passing, on my way, a white wolf, 
which was sneaking towards a deer. ' A smoke seen to rise 
15 
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from behind the atiiH-hills announeed, shortly afterwards, the 
approach of the men; and at a late hour, the Indian first, and 
aftisrwards the\>tlieny came in. De*Char1dit groaned under 
the weight of a musk-ox's headend horns; while his compa* 
iiiona were moroHuefuUjr laden with the spoils of some good 
Iht deer. . 

They had fallen on the river the second day, and described 
it as being large enough for boats. Returning along its 
hanks by a indo lakOy and two tributary streams aa lai^ge as 
itseify they ascertained th^t it was really the ,same stream^ 
the source of which I had thus accidentally discovered in the 
Sand-hill Lake close to us; which was now distingioished by 
the name of Sussex Lake, after His Royal Highness the Vieo- 
Patron of the expedition. *I had reserved a little grog for 
this occasion, and need hardly say with what ehearfidness it 
waa shared among the crew, whose welcome tidings had 
verified the notion of Dr.* Richardson tpd myself, and thus 
plaeed beyond doubt the existence of the Thlew«oe-choh.* 
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,CHAPTER V. 

Digretnon concerning Hetame't Route. 

TiiE'route of the celebrated Hearne intersected the country 
which has been just described j and there is no person inte- 
rested in geographical research who will not thank me for in- 
terrupting for a moment the course of my narrative, in order 
to introduce the following observations on that traveller's 
geographical discoveries, for which I am indebted to Dr. 
Richardson. 

**Thc adventurous journey of Hearne excited very great 
public interest at the time it was made, and will always form 
an epoch in the annals of northern discovery; for it gave 
the first authentic information of a sea bounding America 
to the northward, and also overthrew the numerous vague 
reportJ that existed of straits connecting the Atlantic and 
Pacific in parallels south of that to which he attained. 
Indeed, the high latitude assigned to the mouth of the 
Coppermine River was so adverse to the opinions previous- 
ly entertained by the advocatrs for the prosecution of a 
north-west passage, that Dalrymple was mduccd closely 
to examine the courses and distances recorded m Hearne 's 
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Journal^ whereby be diMorered m great a diaerqianey be^ 
tween the outward and hmneward journeys as eaoaed him to 
reject the higher latitudes altogether, or greatly to reduce 
tiiem; andy in doing so, be was undoubtedly right, though 
Hearae complains bitterly in bis preface of the injustice done 
to him. The fact is^ that^ when we consider the hardships 
which Hearae had to endure, the difficult circumstances in 
which he waA frequently placed, the utter insufficiency of his 
old and eumbroos Elton's quadrant as an instrument for as- 
certaining the latitude, pattioolarly ip the winter, with a 
low meridian sun, and a refraction of the atmosphere greatly 
beyond what it was supposed to be by the best observers of 
the period, and the want of any means of estimating tho 
longitude, except by dead reckoning; this reckoning requiring 
an exact appreciation of distances^ as woU as eorrect courses, 
circumstances evidently unattainable by one accompanying 
an Indian horde in a devious march through a wooded and 
mountainous country; we shall not be inclined to view with 
severity the errors committed, but rather to think that the 
traveller's credit would have been strengthened «nd not im- 
paired by his acknowledging the uncertainty of the poaittoB 
of the places most distant from Churchill. Unfortunately, 
however, Hesrae himself thought differently; and in his 
published narrative, which did not appear until twenty years 
after the completion of his journey, he attempts to establish 
the correctness of his latitudes by various unfounded aaaer- 
tions; one of which it will be sufficient to notice here. He 
states that on the 91st of July, "though the son's declination 
was then but 91^, yet it was certainly wme keighi ttbove the 
horizon at midnight^ at tbe mouth of the Coppermine 
River. " Now it so happens, that Sir John Franklin encamp- 
ed at that very place on the 19th of the same month, when 
the sun set at **iMrtjf minuies qfler eiieoefi, t^tparmt iime, '' 
Dalrymple has also remarked, that Hearne, subsequent to 
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his celebratad journey, committed a great error in^itimating 
the distance to Cnmberlaad House^ and therefore questioned 
his general correotntssf and this conclusion is parried only 
by Heame'a giviog up his longitudes aa not being corrected 
by observations, but contiouing to support the truth of his 
latitudes. We shall, however, show, that his error in these 
was still greater than in his longitudes^ his observations, i£ 
any were actually made, having miserably deceived him. 
But we should greatly mistake, if the detection of various 
instances of disingcnuoiisness led us to consider him as en- 
tirely unworthy of credit, and to deny the reality of his 
journey. Wc had an opportunity, on Sir John Franklin's 
first expedition, of conversini!; v. ith several old men who had 
belonged to the party of Copjj^r Indians that met Hearne at 
Congccathewacha;^n. The Icadini!; f:\rts of his journey are 
still current sulijrcts of tradition a:tiung that tribe, as well as 
Willi the Northern Iinliaiis; [\nd irom all that we have been 
al;lr to collect in the fur ( ounlrlc^. ns well as from an atten- 
tive <'x;imination of his narrative, we are led to conclude that 
he visited the various places marked in his map, in the urder 
in which they stand; that all the rivers and lakes whic h he 
names actually exist; and that he has correctly described the 
general physical features of the country he traversed. His 
description of the lower part of Coppermine River, in parti- 
cular, is pviflently that of one who had been on the spot. 
Hearnc's original journal was very meatjre, but, in common 
with all the residcuis in the fur countries, he seems to have 
had an excellent memory, and to have trusted much to it 
By its aid, accordingly, and with the co-operation of Dr. 
Douglass, who edited his work, he bias given an exccedinc;ly 
interesting account of his travels and sufferings, together 
with very correct and important details of the habits of the 
various animals he was acquainted with. His printed work 
does not, however, quote his courses and distances so fully 
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u hif original journal^ (a copy of which we saw at Hud^ 
son's Bay;} the animadversions of Dalrymple having appa- 
rently caused him to leave several important gaps in the enu- 
meration of his daily journies both outward and homeward. 

'<It ia matter of some eonaequence in the geogrtpbical de- 
lineation of the eoQntrjy to obtain the true mte followed 
}tf Hearne; and notwithstanding fhe difficulties In the way 
of doing so, originating in the above-mentioned cauaesi Sir 
John Franklin's first journey supplies us with data for the 
correetion of part of his course, and Captain Back's researches 
enable us to bring another portion nearer to the truth. From 
the former we obtain the correct position of the mouth of the 
Coppermine River, of Coogecatfiewachaga, of Point Lake, 
and of the mouth of Slave River, by which we can readily 
ascertain all the western part of Hearne's route, the prinei- 
pal errors of which are sliown by the following table:—' 

Osypcrmtnc RiuT, Cbiif scolkevadkofo, 

Lat. Long. Lat. Lone. 

Heame - 7\° 53' 120° 30' 68' 46' 118" 15' 

Franklin • 67** 48' 115° 37' ee** 14' 111° 86' 



4» or 4* 5$' «• S«' 49' 



Hearne 
Franklin 



PoirU Lake, 
Lat Longf. 
65° 45' 119° 00' 
65° 00 112° 16' 



0^ 4S' 44' ' 



SUiV6 River. 
T.n*. Long. 
60" 48' 123" 55' 
61° 30' 113° 24' 

o» 42* !©• sr 



"It will be at once perceived, that while Hearne's latitude 
is too great at his most northern point, by upwards of four de- 
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greet, it Js too litUe by three quarters of ft degree at Slave 
Biver; and there ia alao a great error in the eourae, for the 
mouth of the Slave River is aetually two degrees to the east- * 
ward of that of the Coppemunef and not to the westward, as 
laid down in Heame's map. This appears to have originated 
prineipally in his not having attended to the variation of the 
magnetie needlef though at the date of bis journey it must 
have exoeeded two points easterly on the Coppermine; and 
to gjve the correct course and distance between the latter 
place and Congecathewachaga» that amount of variation is re- 
quired to be applied to Hearnc's courses, while his distances 
are diminished to one half. A large reduction of the length 
of his marches, though not always quite to this extent, must 
be made during his whole journey. When travelling with 
the Indians, their wives and children, during the winter, and 
when it was necessary to hunt for subsistence, he averages 
the daily distances made gpod at ten, and even fourteen, or 
twenty miles. Now in our journies with the Indians, under 
similar circumstances, we found that they seldom moved the 
camp above six miles in one day, more frequently travelling 
only four, and scarcely ever ezoeeding eight, excluding the 
windings of the route. The power of estimating the distance 
walked over can be acquired only by practice, in conjunction 
with the daily correction of errors by celestial observations, 
— allowance being, of course, made for the easy or difficult 
nature of the country; but Heame, as we have seen, was de- 
prived of every means of correction; and having once started 
with an inaccurate notion of the length of a mile, he carried 
the error with him to the end of the journey. In correcting 
his map, therefore, it is neousary to diminish the size of the 
lakes in an equal, if not in a greater degree than the distances. 
Upon these principles we have ventured to hx the following 
points of Heame'a route, taking, for convenienGe, hia home- 
ward one. 
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**He appears to have fallen on the Coppermine River first 
at the Sandstone rapids of Franklin, and to have traced it to 
Bloody Fall; but, as contrary to his usual practice, he under- 
rates the distance from thence to the coast, wc are led to ron- . 
rhule that he did not nrtually go down to the sen, but 
conleiiL to view it from the top of the hill which overhanca 
the falls; and, indeed, it is not very probable tJiat lie could 
have induced the Indians, over whom he had little influence, 
to accompany him on his survey, aftei th( \ hnd rntnp!eted 
the mnssncrc which was the object of their lowti^ atid hihoriotis 
journey J nor, had he gone actually to tlie mouth of the river, 
would be have mentioned marks of a tide fourteen feet high. 

'♦BufTnlo or Musk-ox Lake, which he passed in goint; and 
returning, ought to be known by the latter name exf Ius:\ cly, 
as it i<? nnt frequented by the htiffalo or bison. Cogead Lake 
is the C ont-woy-to, or Rum J.ake, of Franklin; and ita wa- 
ters, agreeably to Indian inf{)riii ilion obtained by Captain 
Back, flow by Congecathewachaga into the TJilew-ee-choh ; 
ID which case, the Anatessy, or Cree River, as it is named 
by Franklin, is from its size to be considered as the main 
branch of the Thlew-ec-choh. The true'disiance li om Con- 
gecathewachaga to Point Lake is 78 miles, though by 
Hearne's map it is 150. At one time, we were inclined to 
doubt the identity of Franklin's Point Lake with the one so 
named by Hearne, but we now consider tliem to be the same; 
and, indeed, the small scrubby woods, which Hearne men- 
tions as existing on its banks, were seen hv us, this being an 
advantage possessed, perhaps, by no other lake so far to the 
eastward, and in so high a latitude. Thaye-chuck-gyed, or 
large Whitestone Lake, lies a short wa^* to the northward 
of Point Lake, and its waters most probably fall into that 
arm of Point Lake which Frankiia'a party croased on the 
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29A of September, 1681. No-oame Lake is evidently Pro- 
yidence Like of Fraoklin. Hearne croeaed Slave Lake bj 
the usual Indian route, through the Reindeer Islanda to 
Stony Point, and the Riyi^i Jean, a branch of Slave River; 
but hia map is inaccurate here, and does not agree with his 
text The next place, whose poeition it Is very desirable to 
aseertain, is Thelew-ey-aie-yeth, or Little Fish Hill; and 
we may he fssisted in doing this by our knowledge of. three 
fixed points vis. the mouth of Slave River, the edge of 4|| 
woods to the northward, and Churchill Fort The northern 
tenninatioii of the woods inclines from the east side of Great 
Bear Lake considerably to the southward, as it runs to the 
eastward, pasnog Fort Enterprise in 64}% Artillery Lake 
in 63^ and eonlinning nearly in the same dureetion until it 
approaches -Hudson's -Bay. Hearne makes it 63^ 45' in the 
longitude he assiyns to Thdew-^<«B&>yeth9 but we shall not 
probably be fir feim the truth, if we oonsider it as in 63^^ 
Now if we reduce the distance of one hundred and fifty 
mlle^ at whidi he places Thclcw-ey-aze-yeth south of the 
barren grounds, to between eighty and ninety miles, and al- 
low 27* of variation on his rout^ we obtain 61° 55' for the 
latitude of that place, which is forty miles north of the position 
he assigns to it on his map.* By a proportionate reduction 
of the distance between Slave River and Thelew-ey-aze-yeth, 
and from the latter to Churchill, we fix the required longi- 
tude at 106°. The position of Thelew-ey-aze-yeth is impor> 
tant as forming the junction of three branches of Hearne's 
route; and if we have correctly established it, that traveller 
must have passed over or near Artillery Lake in his journey 
northwards, which is probably his Pee-shew, or Cat Lake. 
The Thlew<ee-choh, which he crossed about midway between 

* Ap (his reduction applies only to one of the brnnchc« ol* Hearne's 
rouie, it would be saier for the present lo let this place keep the lati- 
tude be «ivw to it, viz. 61* IS' N. 
. 16 
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that lake and Congecatbewaehagi, is evidently not the 
bnmeh^f that river which originates in Suaaez Lake, hot a 
stream which flows in from the northward, most likdy into 
the Anatessy branch. 

• 

' '<<The course of Thelew-ey-aze, or Little Fish River, is a 
matter of considerable interest, but we can derive no pon- 
tive information respecting its debouchure, from Heame^s 
map. If he cslculated his distances on the same scale in his 
. first journey as he did sfterwards, which is likely, even 
though he had the assistance of a better instrument on that 
occasion, the chain of lakes which he lays down as far to the 
northward as Chesterfield's Inlet, will reach but little beyond 
Knap's Bay, and the nature of the country can be considered 
as known only up to that parallel. He indicates a Little 
Fish River as existing at lio great distance from Hudson's 
Bay, and says that it is three-quarters of a mile wide, which, 
as he estimates distances, may be about five hundred and 
seventy yards; but it can scarcely be the river of the same 
name that originates so far to the westward. If the latter 
issues in Chesterfield inlet, it may hereafter afford a veiy 
desirable route to Great Slave Lake. Its origin is at no 
' g^t distance from the Lake of the Hills, as the traders travel 
to it from the establishment of the Fond du Lac in four 
days. It is known to them by the names of Rtvi^ Noire 
and Thlewndiaza* 

«ln conclusion we would remark, that the names given by 
Hoame to the various lakes which he saw, are derived some- 
times from the Cree language, at other times from the north- 
ern Indian; and that his mode of writing the latter is difler^ 
ent ff om that which we found to be the best adapted to the 
pitmuadation of the Copper Indians. He spells the term 
for lake idbtV, while it is written in Captain Franklin's 
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narrative; and the epithet translated 'great' is spelt chucks 
whereas to us it sounded more like cho or choh. There are 
likewise some evident mistakes in the names, and English is 
occasionally employed in the text, while the map gives only 
Indian, or inre vers/^. An instance of error originating in 
this practice occurs in Ilearne's book, which shows that the 
author was not always at the editor's elbow. In page 102, 
Peeshcw Lake is supposed to be the same with Partridge 
Lake. Now Peeshew is the rrer name for lynx or cat, and 
the lake in question is accordingly marked on tlie map as Cat 
Lake; hcinti;, as we sti])[)ose, tlie same with Captain Back's 
Artillf ry Lake. Thoy-noy-kyed Lake, which Ilearne draws 
correctly enough in his original map, asdischarginii; i(« waters 
into Slave Lake, is the Lakes Aylmer and Clinton ( ulden 
of Captain Back. ThS-na-koie, as the latter writes it, means 
*Sand-hiil Mount,' and is the name given to the narrows be- 
tween these two lakes. Hearne places this spot a degree 
and a half too far nortby and seven degrees and a half too 
far west" 
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CHAPTER VI. 



QnUtnue our JPn^ut.—Rockton the Tldeu-ee-chohr-hlandof Bin- 
g^dar Appearance. — Mnnk-O r Tjuke.— Conjectures on theCourteof 
the Thlev>'ee-choh.— Icy KirtT.— Appearance of tiro Indian*.— Man- 
feUy prrmitted to rtsit his IVtfe.— Cunsitmmaie skiU of De. Cliav 
I6it. — Dwarf Pines,— Story of the l\<it and the Heaver. — Unjitnest 
of the Trcra for Planks.-- Aridltiy Lake. — Force of the Rapids. — 
AcciilenL in our Passage, — Leave the Ah-hel-deuy. — A Btar kdlcd. 
—RiUculam Story— JUarekretumed^—DttoUiU 8eener]f.^A Btet 

— JMiscCiiv ilir. hfLtod, 6y on rtnexptcted RouU. 



Avavn 90. — Squalls and heavy rain prevailed must paK 
of the night; and the morning was so extremely ibggy and 
raw, that nothing could be done towards repairing the canoe, 
which, to my regret, was found to be much more damaged 
than I had supposed. Three or four hundred deer came 
within half shot, but soon disappeared on discovering their 
mistake. Almost immediately afterwards a flock of geese 
flew close past, on their way to the south; which circum- 
stance Maufelly eonsidered to be an indication of the break- 
ing up of the season. 
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At noon the weather cleared, the canoe was pat in order, 
and having made a cache of the spare baggage, we began to 
move to the river. •The portage from Lake Aylmer is short 
of a mile/ and in that space intervenes the small sheet of 
water already referred to. The actual height of the divid- 
ing land is consequently not more than two feet. We pur- 
sued exactly my route of the previous day, and soon tame 
to another lake,* at the north-r ast: rn extremity of which the 
sand-hills dipped into the water. A crooked rapid, beset 
with large stones, impeded us so much, tliat it wns 9 p. m. 
before wp rnrnmpcd. Manv deer and grayling \vcr(^ seen. 
The counlrv lieranu- morv. broken into hills, some of \vliich 
exposed inconsiderable masses of rocks, while the debris 
thickly strewn over every part of the vallics formed the bed 
of numerous ponds and water-courses, now dry. A portion 
of rock having a more compact form, broke grounc^ near the 
river, and though not extending more than thirty yards to 
the eastward, terminated in cliffs of twelve feet high. These 
were the first r^cks on the Thlew-ee>choh, and were princi- 
pally gneiss. 

The thermometer w:is 33° when we set out at 4 a. m. of 
the 3l8t of August, and followed a small lake until it ended 
in a rapid; so choked liy immense boulders that small as the 
canoe was, a passage could not be effected without lifting her 
between the shelving pieces; though, if a man slipped, there 
was quite water enough in many places to carry him under. 
The rough handling, added to the cold nights, had rendered 
the canoe so crazv, that the mere action of paddling now 
damaged her, and a third of one day was lost in making her 
tight 

The stream again widened into what might be called a lake, 
and received the waters of Icy River from the westward, as 
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well as those of another river from the eartward. The banks 
of the tirsL were still cased in ponderous ice far up the valley^ 
and the confluence was marked by a sort of curved snriacey 

in the form of a low arch, from side to side, under which the 
water rushed in a yesty current with a deep and rumbling 
noise. Some islands were passed, and one of the least had a 
singularly white appearance, which was caused, as 1 after- 
wards found, by large, round, lij;ht-coloured stones, which 
formed its cone-shaped sides. Situated as it was, nearly in 
the centre of a wide current, and in deep water, it was not 
ensv to conceive \o what this peculiar structure owed its 
orii;in: for the stones were piled up twenty feet, were not 
encrusted with lichens, but, on the contrary, except in three 
or four spots, were jjerlLcilv clenn, nnd had evidently obtain- 
ed their present lorui Irom long exposure to attrition. I 
fancied, at this liine, that it might have been produced by 
the combined pressure of the ice and current; but the follow- 
ing spring showed that the former was level entirely round, 
and the latter less powerful than might have been exjn ( ted. 
1 wa> induced to notice more particularly the forniatioii of 
this conu il ishmd, because the Indians concurred m describ- 
ing the phenomenon of a smoking rock or mountain in a 
^anitic district^ nearly destitute of wood. 

For myself, I must say, that I observed no volcanic ap- 
ptRrinces along tlie whole line of our track, and it is not 
impoHsible that the Indians w crv nasLaken as to this matter; 
for h;i\ iiig myself had occasion to visit a place whei e one of 
my crew had fancied he saw a thick column ol smoke issuing 
from a rock near the Ah-hcl-dessy, I found that tlie smoke 
was nothing more than the spray rising from Parry's Falls. 

A narrow brought us to Musk-ox Lake, about six miles 
long, surroonded by tolerably steep hills^ abounding as Mau- 
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felly and, at eertmin leifoiify with those anunals; and now 
harii^ arrired at the commencement of a series of n^ids, 
which the canoe was too weak to nni» and too ricketty to be 
carried over, I had no choice but to stop, and rest satisfied 
with what had been achieved; which, if not equal fo my 
hopes, was still sufficient to cheer my eompanlonsy and Ibre 
them on to the relief, as we then supposed, of our lohg^uf* 
fering countrymen. 

The rapids ran in a meandering oourse for an estimated 
distance of four miles, and then expanded into a wider part, 
the last bearing of which was north-east, where it was lost 
in a transverse range of mountains. According to the In- 
diansy there was a large river not far off, that issued from the 
Cont-woy-to, or Rom Lake of Heame, and M into the 
Thlew-ee^hob. The distanoe of the lake was considered t0 
be five days* march for a good hunter; and as they walk with 
little rest, I think this estimate not unlikely to be cerrset; 
though it is difficult to imagine an outlet at each extreme, 
running in opposite directions. The Indians, however, were 
unanimous on this heed, and would not admit of there being 
a swampy marsh or narrow neck of land dividing the two 
waters; indeed, they one and all li|Ughed at the idea, and sud 
that I had crossed the western river myself, meaning 3«Uen* 
gar's Rapid, where my friend Franklin had so Darrow 
escape. But without dwelling longer on the subject as to 
which I had always my doubts, I was now easy as regarded 
the magnitude of the Thlew«ee*choh, but very far from being 
BO with respect to its course. , The river, it was evident, 
wouM go on increasing by successive contributions from 
every valley throughout its descent, and would probably be- 
come a noble and expansive stream; but, slavishly subject to 
the trending and declination of the land, it might possibly 
lead to some part uafinrourable to bur object; and whatever 
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ita directitMii the appearance of the blue moantauii in the dia- 
tance o^rded ^ndant leaaon Sat auppoaing that we ahovid 
ha^e DO lack of rapida and fidla. 

The obaerrationa gave the latitude 64<* 40' 51" N.; longi- 
tude 108<»08' 10" W.; variation 44^84' E. It appealed, 
therefore, that we were only 109 milea aouth of the lower 
extremity of Bathurat'a Inlet; and aa the two Indiana, 
who had been any diatanoe down the Thlew-ei^dioh, agreed 
in atating that it took a turn to the left, and then went 
due north, there was a remote chance of ita being identical 
with Back^a River there, though its preaent N. £. trending 
waa not favourable to that hypotheaia. 

The 'Yellow Knivea, who travel aeroaa the country in the 
apring to spear the deer^aa they paaa the rapid, ^ere not ac- 
customed to go beyond two days' march farther, through fear, 
aathey aaid, of falling in with Esquimaux: little lelianoe, 
thereforOi could be placed on their information respecting a 
river known lo them only by report ' Neither they, nor the 
Chipewyans, evinced the leaat deaire to extend their know- 
ledge by offering to accompany us. We embarked towarda 
evening, on our return ; and on passing Icy River, I obaerv- 
ed that it had two channela^ occasioned by an island at ita 
mouth: the ice had undergone no perceptible alteration. 
Having made the portages of the upper rapida with some in- 
convenience, owing to the fragments of rocka, and innumera> 
ble large stones, which slipped from under our feet, we 
reached the cache at Sand-hill Bay. It had not been touch- 
ed by the wolves; and, with the e»seption of a solitary raven, 
busily employed in devouring a piece of refuse deer'a fleah, 
not a living creature was to be aeen. 

The canoe being rqiaired, we eoaated along the eaatem 
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shore of Lake Aylmer, occasionally passing sand-banks ot 
unequal height, an<l dippinti; to the south, whereas those oa 
the Thlew-ee-chuh dipped to Uxe north. « 

As we neared thr narrows nf Clinton-Colden Lake, on 
the 4th of September, a smoke was observed lar south) 
and, towards the evening, two Lidians made their appear- 
anrp on the bank of a hill, and, in obedience to our signs, 
came to the canoe. They informed us that, in a dispute be- 
tween a riiljuMvyan and their countrymen, the Yellow 
Knive.s, the luraierhad been killed; but, as he was an orphan, 
no one would revenge his deallu The Indians generally, 
they said, liad been distressed for provision, though, from 
the distant smokes they had seen in the day, it might be in- 
ferred that they had been successful in their hunts, and would 
soon have the means of bringing us a liberal supply. Mau- 
felly now told me that, as he understood his old fatlicr wds 
with some Indians to the westward, and, from his inhrmities, 
was unable to hunt, he \\ rmxious to go and support liim; 
adding, that the poor old duui liad no olher dependence, and 
might be left to starve by tin young men, who always fol- 
lowed the deer, regardless ol llic laggers behind. Knowing 
that so unnatural an act was altogether improbable, and feel- 
ing the necessity of retaining him as a guide to the east end 
of Great Slave Lake, I refused my permission, unless he 
were content to sacrifice what his labours had already earn- 
ed — a condition which, I well knew, would not be palatable 
to him: and the difficulty was finally got over by his per- 
suading one of the other Indians to become his companion, 
so as to enable him to return to his father at the earliest mo- 
ment that I might find it practicaUe to release him and trust 
to his substitute. Accordingly, we made room for our new 
comer, and, having picked up the bag of penomican left in 
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% eaekBi encamped, at auiuety near the first rapid in the little 



Two Indians soon arrived from Akaitcho, whose party 
had that afternoon found a seasonable relief to the long pri- 
vation, which their squalid and emaciated appearance too 
painfully indicated. I knew them both: one, indeed, had 
been with xne to the Coppermine RiTer, on Sir J. Franklin's 
first expedition. With Uie usual apathy of their natu re, they 
erlneed no marks of satiafiwdon iil^ surprise at seeing me; 
but receiTod their tobaceo, and smoked it as eooUy as if it 
had been given by some gentleman of the country in the 
regular routine ela trading expedition. Their silence and seri- 
ousness soon, however, underwent an extraordinary change, 
when they heard some half donn expreaaions which I had 
been aocdstomed to uae on the former oocaaion. They laugh- 
ed Immoderately; kept repeating the words; talked quiekly 
among themsdra, and seemed greatly delighted. They 
were supplied with presents for my old friends Akaiteho and 
his brother Humpy; and as they were going, the interpreter 
came with a request on behalf of Maufelly, who was afraid, 
he said, to ask me in person lest I should be displeased, that 
I would give him leave only to gb and see his wife, who had 
Ikvoured him with a child in his absence, undertaking faith- 
ftiUy to return before we should be ready in the morning. To 
this there could be no objection; and I ahaU not easily forget 
the poor fellow'a transports as he leapt Into the canoe with 
his oountrymen, and began to smg and shout In imitatioil of 
the Conadiani. 

September 5th.— Maufelly was as good as his word; for 
by 4 A. M. he arrived, accompanied by another of my Fort 
Enterprise acquaintances, who, actuated by curiosity, or the 
prospect of a smoke, was thus eariy in his attention. I had 
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this day another opportunity of admiring the consummate 
skill of De Cfaarldit, who ran our ricketty and shattered canoe 
down lour suecesnve rapids, which, under less able manage- 
ment, would ha^e whirled it, and erery body in it, to certain 
destruction. Nothing could exceed the self-possession and 
nicety of judgment with which he guided the frail thing along 
the narrow line between the high waves of the torrent, and 
the returning eddy: a foot in either direetioft would havo 
been fatal; but, with the most perfect ease, and, I may add, 
elegant and graceful action, his keen eyes fixed upon the run,* 
he kept her true io her course through all its rapid windingp. 
The rapids brought us to the same lake which had been found 
with so much trouble, and crossed on the 25th of August. 
Our Indian preferred the western shore, which differed in 
nothing from its opposite, except that the rocks were higher, 
though, like the others, quite barren. A group of islands 
appeared in a S. S. W. direction; and, as we proceeded, the 
hills became more sloping and less craggy, with a light cover- 
ing of moss upon them. Still farther south, in latitude 63^ 
1 5' 00" N., we saw the first dwarf pines, from fourteen inches 
to two feet high, which my bow^man humorously called tki 
petits vievx. In many of these the head of tlie stem was 
dead, and blanched with age; while a progeny gf branches 
shot out from the foot, with just so much of green on their 
stunted limbs as sufficed to show that they were alive* 
Nevertheless, such as they were, they were welcome to us, 
who had not seen any since the 20(h of August; and, as all 
enjoyment is comparative, we looked forward with delight 
to flie comfort of a good fire. Men's notions of happiness 
vary with their circumstances and condition; and in the seem- 
ingly trifling change from one kind of food to another, the 
vojfo^cur has as keen a sense of pleasure, and is, perhaps, as 
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gntefal to the bountiful Giver, as more (tToured mortals 
unid their boesled refinements. 

^'he eastern shore, though dimmed by a blue mist or haze, 
was oecanonally visiblei and the country to assume e 
more wooded and inhabitable look. When we got to a long 
and rounded mound, about half a mile from the western side, 
I observed that both the Indians assumed a look of supersti- 
tious awe, and maintained a determined silence. I inquired 
the reason of this reverential demeanour; when Maufelly, 
after some hesitation, with a fate of great seriousness, in- 
formed us, that the small island we were passing was called 
the Rat^s Lodge, from an enormous musk rat which once 
inhabited it **But what you see there,'* said he, pointing 
to a rock on the opposite shore, with a conical summit, *'that 
is the Beaver's Lodge; and lucky shall we be if we are not 
visited with a gale of wind, or something worse. The chief 
would perhaps laugh at the story which our old men tell, and 
we believe, about that spof He then proceeded to narrate, 
with great earnestness and solemnity of manner^ a traditionary 
tale, which, as illustrative of Indian notions, may not be un- 
interesting to the reader. It was in substance as follows; 
***ln that lodge there dwelt, in ancient times, a beaver as laige 
as a bufialO; and, as it committed great depredations, some- 
times alone, and sometimes with the aid of its neighbour the 
rat, whom it had enticed into a league, the bordering tribes, 
wira sufiered from these marauding expeditions, resolved 
upon its destruction. Accordingly, having consulted together 
on the best mode of executing their design, and arranged a 
combined attack,* not, however, unknown to the wary beaver, 
which, it seems, had a spy in the enemy's quarters, they 
set out one morning before the sun rose, and, under cover of 
a dense vapour which hung upon the lake, approached, with 
noiaeless paddle, the shore of the solitary lodge* Not a whis- 
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per was heard, as each Indian cautiously took his station, and 
stood with bow or spear in act to strike. One, the *Eagle of 
bis tribe^' advanced before the rest, and with light steps drew 
Dear a cavern in the rock; where, placing his head to ^^e 
ground, he ' listened anxiously for some moments, scarcely 
seeming to breathe; then, with a slight motion of his hand, 
he g»ve the welcome sign that the enemy was within. 

■ 

<<A shower of arrows was poured into the chasm; and the 
long shrill whoop that accompanied the toII^ had just died 
away in its caverns, when a heavy splash was heard, which, 
for a time, suspended further operations. The Attacking 
party gazed on one another in mute and vacant surprise; for 
they had not suspected the subterranean passage, and felt 
that they were baffled. The chief, after creeping into iho 
cavern to explore, directed them to embark; and, having 
formed a crescent with their canoes at intervals of a hundred 
yards from each other, they paddled towards the Rat's 
Lodge, under the idea that the enemy might have retreated 
thither; if not, it was agreed that the rat, though, upon the 
whole, comparatively harmlc<;s, should pay the penalty of 
his untoward alliance, and suffer a vicarious punishment, for 
the sins of his friend and the gratification of the disappoint- 
ed pursuers. The rat, however, fortunately for himself, had 
that instinctive foresight of approaching ruin which prover- 
bially belongs to his race; and, however ready to assist his 
neighbour when matters went well with him, and something 
was to be gained by the co-operation, he watched with a 
prudent jealousy the conduct and fortunes of one so obnox- 
ious to hatred, and was ready, on the first appearance of dan- 
ger, to stand aloof and disclaim him. Accordingl}', when 
the beaver presented himself nt the lodc^c of his friend, to 
crave <'i trmpnrnrv asylum fi'(jin his piirsiirr'^i, tlie rat, with 
many protestations of esteem and regret, civilly declined to 
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admit him, and recommended him to make the most of his 
time by swimminif to some rocks to the south, where he 
would be safe li oiu iu& enemies. 

"The beaver, though stunned for a time by this unexpecl- 
ed repulse, noon recovered his wonted spirit, and, feeling his 
situation to be hopeless, threw himself on the rat, and began 
a desperate struggle, llow the contest might have ended, 
it was diflictilt to conjecture; but the whoop of the Indians 
arrested the combatants; and, darting a look of vengeance at 
the rat, the beaver plunged once more into the water. The 
chase was long, and many were tlic hair-breadtli escapes of 
the resolute beaver; but the ardour of the hunters was not to 
be quenched; and tracked to the end of the lake, and thence 
down the cataracts and rapids which mark its course to the 
next, the exhausted animal yielded its life,* just as its feet 
touched the distant rocks uf tiie Tal-thei-ieii. 

* "But its spirit,** said MaufellyJn a low and subdued tone, 

"still lingers about its old haunt, the waters of which obey 
its will; and ill fares the Indian who attempts to pass it in 
his canoe, without muttering a pra} ei- lor safptv: many have 
perished; some bold men have escaped; but none have been 
found so rasli as lo venture a second time vviliiia ils power." 

Whatever may be thought of this strange story, Maufelly 
related it with so serious an air, as to leave no doui^t of liis 
own entire and unqualified faith; and the miniitL' ( ircitnistau- 
tialit) ot' the detail showed witli what a religious cure lie had 
treasured every particular. 

.The woods alTonh d us a i heerful fire at our encampmnil. 
The night was calm, and beautifully lit up by the flittmi; 
coruscations of a bright aurora^ nevertheless, impendui|; 
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•torms were threatened by the cackling of hundreds of geese, 
which, at an immense hri^lit, were winging their flight to 
the southward. Ranged according to their families, the Gray, 
or Bustard, the White, and the Laugliing Geese, came past 
in quick succession, vying in swiftness, as if anxious to 
escape from the wintry horrors of the north. Nothing could 
be more conclusive of the breaking up of the seaflon; and we 
bad reason to be grateful for being so near home.' 

September 6th. — The lake gradually contracted; and I was 
sorry to remark that the trees were generally small, and unfit 
for sawing; into planks for the con'^tntctioii of mv boats. A 
bay, cdf^i 'l by sand-banks, seemod :l1 tii?>i sight to offer abet- 
ter kind; but this also, on inspcrtioii, n'as found knotty, full 
of branches, and coni>equentl y uiisuilahle to tlie purpose. It 
was this spot that the Indians Jiad n < (juimetuled, as possess- 
ing all the requisites for building and supporting a new esta- 
blishment; and a stronger example of their incapacity for 
judging, and of tlie necessity of receivin-: tin n suggestions 
with caution, could scarcely he brought forward. The as- 
pect was unsheltered and forbidilmg; the waters were with- 
out fish; and there was hardly wood enough in the immedi- 
ate vicinity to raifie a temporary hut, (ar less to supply it 
with fuel. 

Accustomed to their exaggerations, I was not myself 
much disappointed; but it bore hard upon the men, wjiose 
utmost exertions would thus be required in making the neces- 
sary preparations, at a time when they should rather have 
been husbanding their strength for the ensuing summer. We 
soon got to the southern extremity of the lake, which is 
about forty miles long;, and twelve broad at the widest part; 
and out of respect tu thr disti[i[i;uishcd corps to which some of ' 
my crew belonged, and from a grateful remembrance of tlie 
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deep interest mamfetted by iU officen* f(Mr the tucoem of the 
expedition, and of their friendly coorteaiei to myself, I 
ealled it Artillery Lake. 

The river, by which it discharges itself into Great Slave 
Lake, hq^ its descent by an ugly rapid, too hazardous to 
run, and yet scarcely so dangerous as to induce us to make a 
portage oil We compromised, therefore, by lowering half 
the way, and carrying the rest A second rapid was run; 
but we had not calculated on the amazing force of so confined 
a torrent; and, just as we gained the eddy, the old canoe got 
a twist which nearly broke It in two. Another dump of 
INnes induced me to land; and, while the men examined the 
quality of the timber, I obtained a set of si^ts, which gm 
the latitude 62^ 53' 26" N.; longitude, lOSf* 28' 24" W.; 
and variatioh, 3^ 42' E. 

■ 

The Wood was no way better than that seen io the early 
part of the morning; and we pushed from the bank, with 
the intention of going carefully down tite stream; thou^ a 
look of indecision, if not of positive apprehension, betokened 
some inward woirking in the steersman^s mind, for which I 
was utterly unable to account, until informed, that for days 
past Maufelly had been talking about the dangers he did 
know, and the dangers he did not know, in the Ah-hel- 
dessy. The Indians, be said, never attempted it in any 
manner, either up or down; and as he was not in a hur- 
• ry to die, though he was willing to walk on the rocks, 
he would not, on any account, run it in the canoe. I 
shamed him out of this unmanly resolution; and when he 
and his companions had indulged in a laugh among them- 
selves, we dipt down another rapid. However, on trying 
the fourth, the steersman became so unnerved, as to lose all 

*CoL GoUbyt CapU Aadersoo, Lieutf. TyldeDf Craufurd, 
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•e]f*eoiniiiBnd; andj by not eo-operttiog with De Charldit, fixed 
110 agidMt A flharp roek^ that eat the eanoe. Happily, it 
twirled round, and floated till we readied the shore. The 
man's confidence was gone; and, rather than incur any more 
auch riaka in the foamiog rapids before ua^ I abandoned 
an attempt which the Indian persisted in declaring was im- 
posiible; and the trusty and battered eanoie being left, with a 
few other things in cache, each man was laden with a weight 
of one hundred and twenty pounds* and began to pick his 
way up the steep and irregular aides of the hilla. On gain- 
ing the summit, Manfelly pointed out to me the spot where 
Sanpere turned back when he was sent to look for the 
Thlew-ee-choh; lo that he had never left the woods, and, 
consequently, had not been more than half the distance.* 

Al first, we walked with tolerable speed over the broken 
rocks, and through the intersecting gullies j but the kuid of 
ladder exercise which this imposed taxed the muscles so sc- 
rerely, that the strongest was fain to slacken his pace, as the 
same interruptions and impedimenta multiplied upon us. 
We had every disadTantage in foUonHlng the stream; and, as 
I could now trace it in a wmterly direction as &r as a ran|;^ 
of mountains that cut it at right angles, and along the base of 
which it would neoessarily flow, there could be no reason to 
impose upon my crew the fatigue of going there^ when, by 
Mlowing a straight Hne to the east end of Slave Lake, the 
distance and labour might be A> materially lessened. 

T took leave, therefore, of the Ah-hel-dessy, aiul had abun- 
dant cause to rejoice at having done so; for the wbole dis- 
tance to the mountains appeared to be an unbroken succession 

of rapidA, which must have stopped us; for, whether passa- 
x 

* See page "4. 
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' ble or not in a boat, they were evidently impracticable for a 
canoe. The mosquitofl, and their confederates the sand-flies, 
< had of late nearly disappeared, or, ifafew still buzzed abooty they 

were too torpid to give much annoyance^ while the memory 
of their past injuries, with the present sense^of security, had 
f^ven occasion to many a jest: but our merriment was now 
interrupted by the unrelenting attacks of increased swarms of 
the latter, whose more southerly abode had preserved them 
in the enjoyment of robust and vigorous health. The perse- 
cution of these venomous insects, and the badness of the 
route, occasioned frequent halts; in one of which a solitary 
bear caught the ever-watchful sight of the Indian; and, in- 
stantiy seizing a gun, he went with De Charldit in pursuit 

The rock and valley favoured their approach; and, though 
Bruin was on the look out, and, raising himself on hit hind 
legs, stretched out his neck, with a sort of waltzing motion, 
sniffing the wind auspiciously, all his care was ineffectual — 
in ten minutes he was lying dead, at the foot of the'precipiee 
OTCr^hich he rolled as he fell. Maufelly immediately ran 
to some willows; and, having cut a branch and trimmed it 
into a skewer, he fixed it into the bear's mouth, in such a 
manner as to keep the jaws fully extended; which, he as- 
sured me, with much gravity, would prevent its biting as 
many of its kind had been known to do, and as his own fa- 
ther had found to his cost To that hour, he said, he bore 
the marks of one, which he thought had been dead, and was 
deliberately preparing to cut up; when, to his great horror, 
it seized him by the leg. Aware of their obstinacy of belief 
on all matters connected with hunting, or relating to the ani- 
mals with which ihcy were familiar, I made no vain attempts 
to convince them of their errors, however ridiculous, but lis- 
tened paliiiillv, nnd without comment, to their stories; but 
my steersman was so much diverted at the gaping counte- 
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nance of Bruin, that he gave loose to his mirth ; which so an- 
noyed the Indian, that, with a gltoce of ineffable contempt 
not unmixed with anger, he muttered in his guttural lan- 
guage, <<The white man did not laugh in the rapid." He 

then sat down and smoked his pipe, while his companion ex- 
pertly stripped off the skin, and placed the meat in cache f to 
be sent for at a future opportunity. I could not avoid re* 
marking the minute curiosity with which the operator in- 
spected the entrails, the haste with which he threw over hia 
shoulders a portion that he had lopped off, carefully refrain- 
ing to look in that direction, and the smile which played 
ovrr h']^ features at beholding the stomach filled with berries. 

St Icur fa^on," said the interpreter to my inquiry, who, 
notwithstnndin'^ the philosophic tenor of his finswer, was 
evidently as iaterested in the scrutiny as {he Iiuiian tiiniself. 
j3y thr sanir •■nicon," I Irnrnrfl tliat the rrnuifMT had no gall- 
bladder in the region of the iivcr, nor any \"> here else, that 
they could discover; a fact of which I have no hesitation in 
confessing my previous ignorance, but which was subsequent- 
ly verified by the anatomical examination of Mr. K.ing. 

The march waa resumed, sometimes in vaUeya heaped with 
confused masses of debris from the surrounding granite, at 
others along narrow sheli^s of perpendicular rocks, not uo* 
like some of the pMses of the Alps, and threatening the same 
disastrous consequences from a false step. Our route seem- 
ed even perilous; and thinking the Indian had purposely led 
us into it by way of revenge for the late laugh, I hastened 
forward to remonstrate; but he kept his lead, and when I 
reached the summit of the mountain, the sun was setting, 
and it was time to encamp. **Let not the sun go down on 
thy wrath," admonished me to be silent: and when Mau- 
felly pointed to Artillery Lake on the far liorizon, and to 
another at the exti^ine south, I rejoiced that^ whatever the 
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motive might have been, he had chosen that sleep aiul weary 
track. It was a sight altogether novel to nie; I had seen 
nothing in the Old World at all resembling it Thero was 
not the stern beiiuty of AlpiiK fernery, and still less the fair 
variety of hill and dale, lorest and glade, which makes the 
charm of an European landscape. There was nothing to 
catch or detain the lingering eye, which wandered on, with- 
out a check, over endless lines of round backed rocks, whose 
sides were rent into indescrihably eccentric forms. It was 
like a stormy ocean suddenly petrified. Except a few tawny 
and pale green lichens, there was nothing to relieve the hor- 
ror of the scene; for the fire had scathed it, and the gray and 
bhick stems of the mountain pine, whicli lay prostrate iu 
mournful confusion, seemed like the blackened corpses of de- 
parted vegetation. It was a picture of ^^hideous ruLii and 
combustion. * 

Our encampinciil ^li iih hi ukeii up, auii we were on oin- w ny 
very early on the morning of the 7th of September, but 
every one was too busily engaged in picking his way to 
speak; not a word was audible until about eight o'clock, 
when a fine buck deer, betrayed by its branching antlers, 
was espied feeding behind a point thirty paces from us. It 
was brought down; and the haunch, covered with a rich 
layer of fat two inches thick, afforded a luxurious hreakfiut 
Having put the reoiunder m eaehef w c proceeded on our 
mjf and when we had gained the top of e hill, Slave Like 
was seen right before iiS) hemmed in by mountains^of con- 
siderable magnitude and height. A craggy range to the right 
determined the eourse of the Ah-heMessjr; and many a steep 
rock and deep valley between the lake and us, announeed 
the fatigue which was to be endured before we arrived at onr 
destination. *But how can I possibly give an idea of the tor- 
ment we endured from the sand flies?' As we dived into the 
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confined and suffucaung chasms, or waded through the close 
0wamps, they rose in clouds, actually darkening the air: to 
Bee or to speak was equally difficult, for they rushed at every 
undefended part, and fixed their poisonous fangs in an instant. 
*Our faces streamed with blood,* as if leeches had been applied; 
lind there was a burning and irritatinii; pain, followed by im- 
mediatMaflammation, and producing giddiness, which almoat 
drove ua mad.* Wheoever we halted, which tte nature of 
the country compelled ua to do often, the men, even Indians, 
threw themadvoi <m their liu»a, and moaiMd with pain and 
agony. My arms being leas encumbered, I defended myielf 
in some degree by waving a branch in each hand; but even 
with thif, and the «id of a veil and itout leather {^ovei, I did 
not eicapo without aevere panidiment For the time, I 
thought the tiny plagues worse even than mosquitos. 



While qieaktng on this subject, I am reminded of a remark 
of M aufielly, which, as indicative of the keen obawvation of 
the tribe, and illustrating the humanity of the excellent indi- 
vidual to whom it alludes, I may be pardoned for introducing 
here:-4It was the custom of Sir John Franklin never ta kill 
a fly, and though teased by them beyond expression, especi- 
ally when engaged in taking observations, he would quietly 
desist from his work, and patiently blow the half-gorged in- 
truders from his hands — '<the world was wide enough for 
both." This was jocosely remarked upon at the time hf 
Akaitcho and the four or five4pdians who accompanied him; 
but the impression,^ it* seems, had sunk deep, for on Mhu- 
felly's 'seeing me fill my tent with smoke, and then throw 
open the front and beat the sides all round with leafy branches, 
to drive out the stupified pests before I went to rest, he could 
not refrain from expressing his surprise that I should be so 
unlike the old chief, who would not destroy so much as a 
single mosquito* 
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As we got to the confluence of tlie Ah-hel-dessy with Great 
Slave Lake, I was glad to perceive that the trees, though 
knotty, were of greater girth, and that some small birch 
were also thinly scattered ahout. As yet, however, I had 
not seen any that would have answered for planking, and 
began to fear that we should have to send about one hundred 
and fifty miles for that indispensable material. 

We had now- reached the eastern extremity of the lake, 
where,'iu my letter of thp IPth of August, J had directed 
Mr/M*Leod to build au establishment. Proceeding onward 
over the mossy and even surface of the sand-banks, we wore 
accordingly gladdened by the sound of the woodman's stroke; 
and, guided by the brancliless trunks, which lay stretched 
along the earth, we soon came to a bay, where, in agreeable 
relief against the dark green foliage, stood the newly-erected 
framework of a house.' Mr. M'Leod was walking under the 
shade of the trees with La Prise, and did not hear us until 
we were wilhin rt few yards of in in. We were ranged in 
sinn;!*' Iilc, the inon liavmg, ol ihcir own accoi-cl, t;illrii into 
that ordur; and, \s Ith our swollen faces, dressed and laden as 
we were, some can yiiiti; i;uns, others tent poles, &c., we must 
have prcseiiled a i>lrangtly wild appearance, uoL uxiiikc a 
group of robbers on the stage. 

This, however, did not prevent my friend from it sti tying 
his satisfaction at our return. He had expected th;!t our route 
would have been by a small river, about a mile to the east- 
ward, invariably used by the Chipewyansor Yellow-knives, 
whenever they prort cd in that direction; and, as it may be 
supposed, quite unknown to me until that moment. On sub- 
sequent inspection, however, it was found to be too shallow 
for canoes, being merely the outlet to some smalt lakes^ and 
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llie waters ol a picturesque fall, from lour to eigiil miles dis- 
tant. -There were many "^maU Indian canoes ??towed undejf 
the branches ol the wiiiows; and as it was the lowest and most 
favourable route to the Barren Lands, it was preferred^ it 
, seems, to those by which I'had passed* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

*'Le grand jmne BimmeJ'—l\^uUwWiAehidiamr-^SSimia9,^ 
JBng Qirri»«»twUhtwQBtaemuf,'^PtrfofmtA a Surgical Opera- 
Uan.—Diicimfii'TU iff an Mian Canoe.— 'Condnet the Partg*-^ 
BrecHien ef mem DwetUng.—Arrieal Mane.— Their FeHcg. 

^Aged Indian Woman.— Starving Visiters. — Case qf Revenge 
for Inkospitalitjl* — The Thkir-ee-choh described. — ObservcUory.-^ 
Strange Appearance of the Aurora.— Pouring in qf the Indians. 

— Supfir.ttitioits Fancies— Shortne^it of Food.— Domini cd in the 
new Building, named Fort JiiHance. — Supplier of^ain fail.—.ikait- 
eho. — Disdiarwe of Dc Charlbit and ttoo Iroquois; dlso, of I^i Cha- 
rity. — Gloom of the iwtiann.—Story of a yovni^ Hunitr.— Breach of 
Indian Laic.—Dtnih of the old Hhman. — CkriHtma«-<iay.— Short 
Allowance. — Experiments. — Excessive CoUL — Arrital of Mr. 
M'Leod.'-'Barbarone AtrocUy.—RevoUing Storp qf an huUan. 

I LEARNT from Mr. M*Leod, that he had awaited the ar- 
rival of the Indian chief, "Le grand jeune homme,"' at Fort 
Resolution; that at firMt the chief had aflectcd to be mightily 
disnppointpd on being tohl that I did nnf require his services; 
but had gradually moderated his ill iuiinoiir on honrinc; of 
our limited stock of goods, and ihc stuct regulations that 
were to be enforced; and hnally, haying been requited for 
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hU lott of time with^lfae yalue of forty beaver dduM, he be* 
came perleeUy oatisfiedy and was so left. 

Alsialed by the Indianiy and haying picked np La,Priae 
with my eanoe^ &e.» at Hoar-frost Riyer, Mr. M^Leod had 
arriyed on the SSnd of August) and^ with only four mtn, 
had eontriyed to erect the long framework already mention- 
ed. The wo^k had been aerioualy interrupted by the sand- 
flies; nor could the men stand to it at all without the protec- 
tion of clouds of smoke, from small fires of green wood which 
were kept burning around them. 



The hopes of a new establishment on the borders of a lake 
rest chiefly on the produce of a fishery; and the daily supply 
of white fish, as well as trout, yielded by the nets, seemed 
to verify the accounts we had receiyed, and held out an en- 
couraging prospect for the fiiture. Some meat* also^ had 
been seasonably brm^t in by the Indians, in paying for' 
«whieh, Mr. M^I^eod, fineseeing a great expenditure of am- 
munition, had, with a proper regard to economy, Muced the 
usual trading prices. The innovation was by no means popu- 
lar, bu^ as there were upwards of one hundred and fifty 
miles between us and the next house, it was their interest to 
acquiesce; for, the market being near their hunting grounds^ 
if they got smaller profits, they had quicker returns. 



The following day being Sunday, divine service was read, 
and onr imperfect thanks were humbly offered to Almighty 
God for the mercies which had been already vouchsafed to 
us; and, though in this imperious climate, with every thing 
to do, time was certainly precioui^ yet, feeling that the first 
opening of the sacred volume in this distant wilderness ought 
not to be profaned by any mixture of common labour, I made 



it a day of real quiet and repose. 
19 
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After the men had recovered from their bites, rather than 
their fatigiic, they were acnt for the meat which we had con- 
cealed in our track; and, returning by a different route, tiiey 
had the good fortune to find a clump of trees sufficiently free 
from knots to admit of their being converted into the proper 
length of plankinc for boats. This discovery was most im- 
portanty as it wui. afterwards louiui to be the only clump at 
all suited to the purpose; and, had it nut been thus luckily 
stumbled on, the trouble, expense, and fatigue of sending at 
lea^t a hundred miles over the ice for wood, might have 
cramped, if not altogether paralysed, our efforts in the ensu- 
ing summer. 

On the Ifith of September, •! had the gratification to wel- 
come to the fort my companion M51 King. He arrivpd(j\'ith 
the two laden bateaux; and, notwithstanding his inexperienre 
in the country, he brought his heavy cargo in a very t;oo<i 
state of preservation. He had suffered, as was to be exjK-ct- 
ed, the usual impositions which the old voyaffeurfi consider 
themselves entitled to practise on the uninitiated, and had, 
consequently, been exposed to frequent personal inconve- 
niences. Between Cumberland House and Isle k la Crosst?, 
he met some Crec Indians, *'who passed," said Mr. Kin^, 
"in their canoes, in seeming high spirits; buLia a short time 
the old man of the family returned, with a request that I 
would extract a tooth, claiming me, at the same time, as a 
brother *medicine man.* The difference in his first and se- 
cond appearance was truly ludicrous, — then active and cheer- 
ful, now, diseased and dejected: he aeted bis part admirably, 
and, at his earnest entreaty, I gave him a few harmless mix> 
lures, which might assist him in maintainbg his profesnonal 
respectability. The negligence of the men had caused his 
passing the pitch springs in the Elk River without taking in 
a supply; and, on reaching Chipewyan, he had to send back 
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for some. Fortunately^ during the delay ao oe«atuHMd« lifr. 
Charleiy the chief factor of th^ diatrict, arrivedt and relioFed 
him from anothn embanaaaing aituation with regard to pro- 
Tiaiona. He had my direetiooa to supply his party with 
enough for thirty days* consumption, but was informed hy 
the clerk in charge that he could not have half the quantity^ 
as some must be reaerved for the Slave I^e and Peace 
Rirer brigades. Hia tnatruotiona were poattive, to Jceep our 
aixty baga entire, oxcept in case of actual atarvation; and he 
had begun therefore to provide nets, to avoid the necea- 
aity of trenching on them, when the opportune appearance of 
the chief factor removed hia diaquietude, by clearing the 
atore for him. Mr. King at the same time bore grateful tea- 
timony to the general courtesy and kindness manifested by 
this gentleman. Certainly, to one who is wandering for the 
firat time in a strange iand^ the meeting with ^ generous and 
warm-hearted countryman h inexpreaaibly delightful. It 
cheers and refreshes the traveller, carrying back his thoughts 
to that dear land which claims them both for its children. 
Thai Mr. King, under the circumstances in which he found 
hi in self, should feel even more than ordinary gratitude waa 
but naturaL 

While at Cbipewyan, Mr. King had performed a success- 
ful operation on a woman'a upper Hp, which was in a shock- 
ing Btate from cancer> brought on, aa he tboughti from the 
inveterate habit of amoking, ao common among the half- 
breeds. He had met with two or three cases of it before; 
one, at Fort William, was incurable, and very loathsome. 
His preaenee was hailed with delight at ev&ry poat beyond 
Jack Rivnr, either by the natives, or thoae who resided at 
diem; and it surprised me to learn how much diaeaae haa 
apread through thia part of the country. 
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Having procured the ttr^ Mr. King embarked in a half- 
sized canoe with four men, aud followed the bateaux, which 
had been sent ahead, without other guide than James Spence, 
one of my men in the last ezpeditiony who had exchanged 
with a Canadian^ to join me, — an excellent lad, but with not 
a yery accurate memory, so that the canoe was nearly drawn 
into the Mf^tful rapids and falls of the ^^Casseite,'' to ran 
which is never even attempted. He had passed the proper turn* 
ing to make the portage, and the Iroquois in the bow declar- 
ed he could neither advance nor retreat. Luckily they were 
near the land, which they reached; and, by converting their 
ceintures, or sashes, into a towing line, they hauled up 
against the strong current, and ultimately got into the right 
track. On descending the Slave River, Mr. King met some 
Indians, and engaged one to take him in his small canoe to 
Fort Resolution, under the impression of gaininii; time; and 
this species of trav( lling he described as not being over com- 
• fortable. **I was forty hours in the Indian canoe," said he, 

**and it was decidedly the most irksome time I ever spent. I 
was not able to move hand or foot; and this occasloncfl such 
a state of drowsiness, as made sleep almost irresistible, liiough 

* the consequence might have been the upsettinc; of the canoe.*' 
Some strong tea, however, dispelled it; and, on reaching the 
Fort, he found that the boats had been four days belure 
him.* 

The people, according to Mr. King's account, had con- 

• ducted themselves as well as those of their station generally 
do, under similar circumstances, with ihe exception of two; 
and they were the less excusable, Irum the consideration 
shown them, and the generous treatment they had expeh- 

* I had been kindly provided wiih various seeds, by Mr. Liadley, the 
learned Secretary or the Horticultoral Societjr, wrae of which wwe 
left at each poet. 
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enced from tlie Arctic Committee in England. I therefore 
took this occasion to assemble the whole of my party, and 
to inflict a public and severe reprimand upon the offenders. 
The binding nature of their agreements was recapitulated, 
and a brief explanation given of the system that would be ob- 
served throughout the service. I eodeavoured to convince 
them that it was their troe interest to conduct themselves 
like good and honest men; and I reminded them that they 
were embarked in an enterprise whieh^ whether saccessful 
or notf would alwi^ receive the meed of public approbation. 
After this admonition I introduced Mr. M'Leod as an officer 
of the expeditioDy and the person to whose superintendence 
and management our future establishment would be com- 
mitted; and I informed ih&n that from him they would re- 
ceive their orders. 

The site of our intended dwelling was a levei bank c»f 
gravel and sand, covered with reindeer moss, shrubsy and 
trees» and looking more like a park than part of an American 
finest It Ibrmed the northern extremity of a bay, from 
twelve to fifteen miles long, and of a breadth varying from 
three to five miles, named after my friend Mr. M'Leod. 
The Ah-hel-dessy fell into it from the westward, and the 
small river previously mentioned fivm the eastward. 6ra* 
nitic hills, or mountains, as the Indians term them, of gray 
and flesh-€<doured felspar, quartz, and in some ]daees Urgp 
plates of mica, .surrounded the bay, and attained an altitude 
of from five to fifteen hundred feet; which, however, instead 
« of sheltering us, rather acted as a conductor for the wind 
between E. S« E. and W. S. W. which occasionally blew 
with great violence. The long sand banfs, which ran <Mit 
between the two rivers^ and the snug nooks along the shores, 
seemed to ofier a safe retreat for the white fish during their 
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spawning; season, which was now at hand; and more nets 
were set, to take advantage of so auspicious a promise. 

The men were divided into parties, and appointed to regu- 
lar tasks: some to the fellincr of trees, and squaring Uicm into 
beams or rafters; others, to the sawing of slabs and planks: 
here nas a p;roup awkwardly chipping the shapeless granite 
inLo something like form: and there a party in a boat in 
search of mud and gia>s fur mortar. It was an animated 
scene; and, set ofT as it was by the white tents and smuky 
leather lodges, contrasting with the mountains and green 
woods, it was picturesque as well as interesting. 

In a few days, the framework of tlie house and observa- 
tory were up; but, in consequence of the smalhiess of the 
trees, and the distance from whicli tliey were carried, our 
progress in filling up the walls was necessarily slow. In the 

meantime, there was an evident lallinu; oil in the ninnln i s of 
the white fish, which had given plate id tioiit. On exanji- 
nation, it was found liiaL llicsc iuLtcr had calea the spawn of 
the others. » 

♦ 

• We w ere scarcely settled in our new station, when a small 
party of Indians came with a little meat; and,' having obtain- 
ed in exchange what they wanted, went away again, leaving, 
however, behind them an infirm old man. Two more cldcrlj'' 
Chipewyans shortly [ \s aids joined hini, one ot \s hoiu 
carried on his back lus son, who was weak iitJia want uf 
food. In short, the sick and miserable soon began to flock 
in from all quarters, in tlie hope of procuring that succour 
from us which we could not aflbrd but through the means of 
their own countrymen. Indifferent to the sufferings of those 
around them, the hale hunters move with the activity almoit 
of the animal they pursue; trusting to the humanity of the 
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white man to sustain the intinn or sinking members of their 
family. In a long settled post, the resources of which are 
constant, this mav he tolerated, so long as it does not amount 
to imposition; but in our situation, cramped as we were 
already boginning to be in our means, it was easy to foresee 
that the injuiiirious encouragement of such a practice would 
involve us in inextricable clifiiculties. With this conviction, 
I resolved not to yield to it; and, tliough the applicants never 
left us altogether unsolaced or empty-handed, they were not 
permitted to remain on the ground. •Wherever a station is 
established, not only the diseased, who come from necessity, 
but swarms of other visiters, immediately repair to it,^ — 
women aiid cliildren, old and idle, seeking wiuiL ihey can 
get, or actuated by curiositv, or, as they say, "coming to 
see their lehitions," by liiaL term meaning the half-breed 
women who are tlie partners of the roi/ai^eurs. Fortunately 
we had none of these relations, and were therefore free h um 
the unwelcome civilities of their kinsmen of the forest. To 
be sure, when an excuse is wanted for a visit, they are not 
particular as to the degree of affinity; for au Indian, who 
addressed me as "brother-in-law," being asked why he 
gave me so affectionate an appellation, answered with great 
naiveiif "What! does not tbe diief Recollect that I spqke 
to him at Cbipewyan?''- 

, On the 29Ui of September, *a fire being seen on the oppo- 
site side of the bay, a canoe tvas despatched to see whq had 
made it; and soon returned, not with a good load of meat, 
aa we had hoped, but with a poor old woman, bent double by 
agje and infirmities, and rendered absolutely frightful by fa- 
mine and disease.* Tbe ills that ''flesh is heir to" had been 
prodigally heaped on her, and a more hideous 5gure Dante 
himself has not conceived. 
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Claf] in deer skins, her eyes all but closed, her hair mat- 
ted aiid lilthy, her skin shrivelled, and feebly 8uj)porting, 
with the aid of a stick held hy both hands, a trunk which 
was liLerally horizontal, she presented, if such an expression 
may be pardoned, the shockinij and unnatural appearance of 
a human brute. It was a humiliating spectacle, and one 
which I would not williau,ly see again. "Poor wretch! Her 
uJl; was soon told: old and decrepit, she iiad come to be 
considered as a burden even by her own sex. Past services 
and toils were forgotten, and, in their figurative style, they 
coldly told her, that ^^though she appeared to live, she was 
already dead,'' and must be abandoned to her fate. >*There 
is a new fort," said they; -go there j the whites are great 
medicine men, and may have power to save you.'' This ' 
was a month before; since which time she had crawled and 
hobbled along- the rocks, the scanty supply of berries which 
she found upon them just enabling her to live. • Another day 
or two must have ended her sulferings. 

The 'nights now began to get frosty, and diminished the ^ 
chance of taking fiah in any number, so that In a length of 
four hundred fathoms of net, only twenty^even, and those 
of an indiiflferent sort, were caught As these did not suffice 
for .the rations of the day, we were reluctantly driyen lo our 
sea stock of pemmiean. * 

•October. — Starving Indians continued to arrive iVom every 
point of the compass, declarins: that the animals had left the 
Barren Lands where tht \ li id hitlierto been accustomed to 
feed at this season; and dial the calamity was not confined to 
the Yellow Knives, but that the Chipewyans also were as for- 
lorn and destitute as themselves.' There is no reasoning with 
a hungry belly, that I am acquainted with. The only way 
15 lo i>alx9iy iis demands as soon as possible; and, indeed, 
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when this is obstinately refused, the Indian considers, and 
perhaps rightly^ that he is only obeying the natural impulse 
of self-preservation, in laying forcible hands on whatever 
£U]» within his reach* 

At one of the Company's posts in the northern department^ 
where the animal^ as in our case, were so scarce that the 
natives could not procure subsistence, they threw themselves 
on the generosity of the gentleman in charge, and requested 
a small proportion of the meat out of his well-stocked store^ 
to enaUe them to recruit their strength for fredh efforts in the 
chase. They were denied; and returned dejected to their 
wintry abode. Now and then a moose deer was killed, hut 
long was the fasting between ; and in those intervals of grip- 
ing pain^ the inhospitality of the white man was dwelt upon 
with savage indignation, which at last vented itself in pro- 
jects of revenge. An opportunity presented itself in the ar- 
rival at their lodges of the interpreter^ who had been despatch- 
ed from the factory to see what Uiey were doing. This man had 
not been popular with them before, and the part he had taken 
in the late transaction had aggravated the feeling against him. 
Of this he was himself aware; and being a half-breed, was not 
without the cautious suspicion which is characteristic of the 
aboriginal. Still the wonted familiarity, and the friendly 
pipe that greeted his entrance into the principnl lodge, dimi- 
nished his fears; and a little dried meat, given with apparent 
cheerfulness for the use of the fort, finally removed all appre- 
hension. Two Canadians, who had aceompanicd him, Ipft 
early on their return; and, in an hour after, he followed th« ir 
steps. Tho Indinn*^ wntrhrd him until he \v;is hid In' tlic 
Woodf^; then p;raspcd their guns, and l)v a ^^hort cut i;;iinrd a 
spot favourable lor their purpose, before any oi the ttirce had 
arrived. Cowering in ambush within ten paces of the track, 
they waited for their approach* and at a given signal hred, 
20 
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tod brought down (wo of the unsuspecting travellers. The 
third fled, and uus pursued wltli savage yells by the iiifui iat- 
ed Indians. Fear added wings to the Canadian^ atid iiaving 
outstripped the luremost, lie hid himself breathless and ex- 
hausted among some rocks. The Indians ruslied past with- 
out perceiving him, and having reached the house, broke 
furiously into the apartment of the gentleman, who had not 
yet risen, and after reproaching him with the horrors he had 
caused, instantly deprived him of life. 

Their vengeance being thus hou iljly satiated, they return- 
ed to the woods without committing the slightest act of spo- 
liation. The Canadian and another man, whom, strange to 
say, they did not molest, haslened to the neighbouring posts, 
with an account of this shocking catastrophe- Fri sli parties 
were estaljli^lu d at the same station, and the p( i ])t lr:itors of 
the inurder were hii.dly hunted down \iy tlie people of their 
own tribe, — a melancholy but salutary lesson not only to the 
red man but tu tiie white. 

It was now the middle of October, and'up to this time a 
few snow birds and four white partridges were all that had 
been seen.' The deer too, as well as the fish, ?^eemed to 
have taken their departure. The Indians, satisfied with the 
pittance doled out to them, and iiavjng been supplied with 
hooks and bits of nets, quilled us one after another, leav- 
ing only some of the elder ones, from two of whom I 
learnt, tliat they had been further down the Thlew-ee-choh 
than any others of their tribe.* They described it favourably, 
and asserted that it was entirely free from falls, though suffi- 
ciently interrujiltd by rapids. The value of this assertion 
will hereafter be seen. Their idea of its course was, that it 
ran due north, or, if any thing, rather to the eastward, 
though, from some blue mouataiiu often mentioned in tKe 



Digitized by Google 



OV TRB AtCTiC tIA. 



155 



discourse as thn limit of their knowIeUgc, it was represented 
an taking a course to the left. .Their statements, moreover, 
corri)l)orated the prrvious opinions given of the The-lew, 
wliirfi w;i?5 5ntf1 to flow thrnut^h a low mnrshv tract, c<;iiricct- 
ed witii an estuary, opening to tlie sea by a narrow channel, 
the shores of which were lined by Esquimax. On these peo- 
ple, they said they had formerly made war, »» well as OD tlM 
Esquimaux at the mouth of the Thlew>ee-cboh.' 

The work of building went on briskly, though our substi- 
tute for mortar, clay, and Hud, froze as fast as it was laid 

OIL The observatory was soon completed; it was a square 
building twelve feet inside, having a porch at the west with 
double doors, the outer one of which opened south. The 
roof %vas angular, and rovrred with rough slabs of wood hav- 
ing the Aat side down, and the hollows on the outside were 
filled up with ;i imxttirc of clay, sapd, and dry gras?. It had 
four windows oi nioose-skin j);ii'(diinpnt, with a sniall punv. of 
glass in each, facing respectively north, south, east, an<l west. 
The space within was carefully cleared of all st.ones, and a 
thoroughly dried trunk of a tree seven feet long, ami t wo 
feet and a half in diamrler, was let down into a hole three 
feet deep in the centre, and then rammed tight by successive 
layers of clay and sand. This part was cased in a square 
framework of three fof t, grooved and mortised; and the in- 
terior spaces were gradually filled up with tlie same compo- 
sition as was used to plaster the walls. When the plaster 
was quite dry, a square thick board was mortised on the post, 
and the whole fabric was as firm as a rock. The floor was 
planked, and when the doors were closed, the difierence of 
tcrnporalure between the out and inside was 14°. There was 
nor a nail or the smallest particle of iron in the building; and 
to |i;uurd against the accidental approach of any person with 
a gun, an axe, or the like, I had it enclosed with a ring fence 
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of seventy feet diameter. It was situated on a gentle rise, 
two hundred yards from the lake, and about one hundred 
from the east end of tliu [louse. A strong staff, fifteen feet 
high, was fixed on the aorLhern extremity of the ridge pole, 
on the spindle of which was a vane; and besides white poles, 
placed HI the direction of the Iruc aad magnetic meridian, I 
had a horizontal cross at the north side of the observatory, 
within the fence, to enable us to take the bearings of phe- 
nomena with greater accuracy than can be attained by the 
mere guess of the eye. The angular heights of the surround- 
ing mountains were also ascertained. 

Observations were immediately mnde for the magnetic 
force and dip, with Hansteen's and Dollond's needles, and . 
a lozenge-shaped one after the suggestion of Captain Beechey; 
but this, for the sake of clearness, will, together with our 
observations of other phenomena, be throwji into a tabular 
form in the appendix. Three thermometers (spirit) were 
placed inside the observatory — four outside, on the north, and 
one exposed to the sun on the ^oulh ^ide. They had been 
previously compared, and for some time their relative means 
were taken; but afterwards lliat plan was relinquished, and 
the nearest mean thermometers were adojiied as iilandards 
for the whole. The daily-vas ialion instrument, made by 
Jones, on a plan ol l^ruiciSNur Christie's, to be explained here- 
after, was also adjusted in the magnetic meridian, and ita 
readings registered ten times a day, between eight in the 
morning and midnight The temperatures were noted fifleeB 
times in the twenty-four hours. 

A short time after the needle was placed, there was a 
strange appearance connected with the aurora, and which, 
though it will probably be again mentioned when I come to 
treat of that subject expressly, I m^y perhaps be excused, on 
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account of its singularity, for noticing in this place idso. At 
5' 30" p. M., while occupied in lakiiijsr the transit of a star, I 
perceived the coruscations streaming Irom behind a detached 
and oblong ^l irk rloiid m a vertical position at E. b, S.* 
Tiiey issued uloiig an undulating aroli ,;s liigli, arid spread 
themselves laterally in beams north and south. Another 
arch, brighter and narrower than Uic former, suddenly 
emerged from W. b. N., and passed between a nearly hori- 
zontal black cloud and the stars, which were then not visible 
through the Aurora. I immediately looked at the needle, 
and found it dightly agitated, but not vibrating: on retarning, 
I wu surprised to see the dark horizontal cloud to ib» west- 
.ward not in the iame ihape a» befbra. It had now taken a . 
balloon fomi» and waa efidenfljr fi»t apreading towards the 
senith. On looking to the eastward, I peroeiTed that a dark 
cloud there also was rapidly altering its appearance. So un- 
usual a sight indueed me to call my eompanions, Measn. 
King and M'lieody and we aaw the dark broad mass from ^ 
the westward gradually expand itself^ so aa to meet the other> 
which was likewise rising* at or near the zenith. The effect 
of the junction was a dark gray arch* extending from EL b. 
S. to W. b. N. across the zenith, and completely obacuring 
the stars* though at each side of the arch they were particu- 
larly dear and twinkling. In the meantime, the Aurora as- 
sumed every Tariely of form; such as undulating and fringed 
archea, 30^ to 50^ high and more or less broad, with flaahes 
and beams at right angles to them. The cloudy arch, too, 
was illuminated at and around its N. W. edges near the hori- 
zon, while rays and curved beams played round its eastern * 
extramity. In a few seconds, the part of this nearest the 
horizon assumed a zig-zag form^ like forked ligjhtning; and 
immediately the western extremity sympathised, undergoing 
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momenlaiy transitions wliich defy clescriplion. Such con- 
vulsious at the extremes soon affected the centre of the ai cl», 
which becoming gradually fainter and fainter, at last vanish- 
ed entirely, leaving the stars to shine forth in all their bril- 
liance. The detached masses yet remained, though under 
various forms, and the Aurora nimbly played round and 
through them, especially the eastern one, until not the sUght- 
eat TOBtige of thorn remained. 

* 

On this occasion the Aurora was high, and consequently 
did not act powerfully on the needle, which wia an extreme- 
ly delicate one; but I had opportunities alterwardi of seebg 
llus drawn eight degrees on one side, by the same agency; a 
tomark which I only make for the informatimi of thoMy who 
may not be dispoaed to inspect the tables. 

The little river to the cast, and the borders of the lake, 
were frozen over by the latter end of thr. Tuonth; but the 
weather was very mild^ and a Ircih gale geuerally broke 
up the ice ai^ain in a few hours. To this unusual mildness 
of the season may be ascribed the unparalleled sufferings of 
the Indians, who, emaciated and worn out by fatigue, con- 
tinued to pour in upon us from the barren lands, where, 
contrary to their habits, the deer still remained; keeping 
at too great a distance to be followed. One poor fellow had 
not tasted meat for ten days, and, but for the hope of seeing 
us, must have sunk by the way. Pinched as we were oor^ 
^ selves, little cpuld be bestowed upon the wretched sufferers. 
Amongst other &ncies, the Indisns began to im^ne that Uie 
instruments in the observatory, coneealed from every one but 
Mr. King snd myself, were the mysterious cause of ail their 
misfortunes: nor were they singular in this opinion; for on 
one oecasion*when taking the dip, &c. two of the vosfogeun 
listened, and hearing only a word at intervals, soeh as Now! 
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Stop! always succeeded by a perfect silence, they looked »t 
each other, and with significant shrugp^ tiinimg hastily away 
from the railing, reported to their companions that they 
verily believed I was ^'raising the devil." 

Endeavouring to laugh away the whimsical notion of the 
Yellow-knives, I told them that they had mistaken the thingi 
for that the mysterious instruments attracted, not dispersed, 
the animals; as tl\ey would And when they went to hunt 
The assertion, uttered in jest, seemed to be verified in earn- 
est, for an old bear was shot the same day, and, though lean 
and tough, was greedily devoured. Although, among so 
many, it was but a taste for each, it excited r\ j^light ani na- 
tion; soon, however, tliey relapsed uito tfit ir former melan- 
choly; and a painful sight it was to heboid ilum, singly or 
in groups, standing by the men at their me<iis, and eagerly 
watching each envied mouthful, hut disdaining to utter a 
word of complaint. The wretched old woman, whom I have 
spoken of before, was too much worn out by her infirmities 
to be sensible of our kindness and protection; and, though 
assured that she would be taken care of, she never failed to 
attend our scanty repast, and, with mouutanous and feeble 
watlings, assailed my servant for the scrapings of the kettles. 

Different places had been tried for fish, but after the first 
haul the nets were invarial)ly toond eiiij)ty. To remedy, if 
possible, so deplorable a cirruinsijince, llie men were divided 
into parties, and, with the exception of one reiained to fmish 
the house, were sent to a specified part of the lake for the 
sole purpose of procuring; subsistence. Some succeeded, but 
others returned .ifter a short nliM iici , with the loss of two 
nets, and a most discouraging account of iheir labours. I had 
therefore, no resource but to redure the flail v 'rations, and 
Stop the usual allowance to the dogs, many ot which became 
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in consequence so reduced as to be barely able to crawl, and 
to this day I have not ceased to wonder how they were kept 
alive. 

In the midst of these disasters, our hopes were somewhat 
brightened by the accidental but well-timed arrival of two 
young hunters, who, having separated from At utcho to look 
fordeer^ had fallen on a large herd, some of which they had 
killed, but, in returning to inform the chief of their good 
fortune, had got bewildered in fogs, and finding themselves, 
when the weather cleared, within a day's march of our sta- 
tion, couM not resist the tcnipUition to jeet a little tobacco in 
exchange, to us most welcome, for some licslv meat. In a 
few liours, all wiio were capable of exertion set off for the 
land of promise; and, for a time) the immediate prospect of 
want was removed. 

On the fifth of November, we had the pleasure of changing 
our cold tents for the comparative comfort of the house, 
which, like moft of those in this country, vras constnicted of 
• framework) filled up with logs let into grooves, and closely 
plastered with ■ cement composed of common clay and aand. 
The roof was formed of a numher of single dabs, extending 
slantingly from the ridge pole to the eaves; and the whole 
was rendered tolerably tight by a mixture of dry grass, clay, 
and sand, which was beat down between the slabs, and sub- 
sequently coated over with a thin layer of mud. The house 
was fifty feet long and thirty lirosdj having four separate 
rooms, with a qpscious hall in the centre fur the reception 
and aceommodation of the Indians.' Each of the rooms had 
a fireplace and a rude chimney, which, save that it snfiered 
a fair proportion of the smoke to descend into the room, an- 
swered toldrably well. A diminutive apology for a room, 
neither wind nor water tight, was attecbed to the bally and 
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dignified with the mne of a kiteheo. The men's houses, 
forning the western aide of wh«t wee intended to be a square, 
but wliiehy like many other squares, was never finished, com- 
pleted our boflding. As every post in the country is distin* 
guished by a name, I gave to our»that of Fort Reliance, in 
token of our trust in that merciful Providence, whose protec- 
tion we humbly hoped would be extended to us in the many 
difficulties and dangers to which these services are exposed* 
The exact site is in kUtude 69^ 46' 29" N., longitude 109* 
0* 38-9" W.; the variation, 85<» 19' east, and dip, 84<»44'. 
About a mile firom the house was a tree wluch had been 
struck by lightning, and splintered twenty feet down the 
trunk, the pieces being thrown thirty or forty paces away. 
I do not recollect to have seen a similar instance. 

A eontinnatiott of mild weather, and the manner in which 
thedeer was harassed, caused them to return to a distance on 
the barren lands, where they could not be followed at this 
season; and towards the end of the month our supplies again 
tailed; distress was prevalent, and the din and screeching of 
women and children too plainly indicated the acuteness of 
their suftring. The opportune appearance of my old acquain- 
tance, Akalteho, with a little meat, enabled us to relieve and 
quiet the confusion, and some of them went away with the 
chiei^ who promised that we should not want as long as he 
had any thing to send to the fort He did not directly in- 
quire aliout Sir John Franklin, or Doctor Richardsoir; but his 
satia&ctioa was very visible, when I g^ve him some little 
presents in their names, and pointed to the silver medal pre- 
sented to him at Fort Enterprise, which he was then wear^ 
tng as a proof that he had not forgotten them. An additional 
trifle or two made him quite happy, and he left us to all ap- 
pearance the determined firiend of the expedition. 
91 
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Among those who aeeomptnied him was an old bmb, 
who gaye us informttioa of a lake about thirtj miles' to the 
$• £«*y where on pressing occasions he resorted to fish; and^ 
willing to catch at the smallest chance of saving the pemmi- 
can> I prevailed on him to act as guide to a small party 
selected to make the trial; the result of which, if favourable^ 
was to be communicated without delay. Accordingly on the 
third day La Charity, one of the party, reached the house 
late at night, after a painful walk without snow shoes through 
deep snow in the woods, brin|png four fish, and the welcome 
tidings, that by spreading over a greater surface there was a 
likelihood of taking more. Every man that could be spared 
was diereupon sent away with htm; we vrbo remained being 
thrown upon our pemmican, a third of which was dreody 
expended. 

December 7. — Being anxious to diminish as Ar ss possible 
the number of our party, I now discharged De Charloh and 
two Iroquois, conformably to their agreements, and La Cha- 
rit6, at his own solicitation; but not until he had provided m 
substitute, who turned out to be in every respect superior to 
him as a tfoyagtur. They were supplied with the neeesmry 
means to cany them to the next establishment; and I charged 
De CharitiSt with my despatches Ibr Mr. Hay, Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, and for the Admiralty— tag^ 
ther with extra requisitions for the use of the expedition 
during the following year, to be sent from York Factory. 
Only four Indians arrived within this week, and they come 
for food. They were greatly dejected, and added to the 
general gloom by encouragiog the apprehension of those 
ealsmities which, judging from so unpromising a begtnntn^ 
might be expected to befall them during thjS winter. Had it 
been a solitary instance of misfortune, their superstition, I 
fear, would have fixed the blame on the expedition; but it 
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appoared that the two praceding years had been pregmint 
with more than ordinary evils to the difierent tribes inhabit- 
ing the country about Slave Lake and the M'Kenzie River. 
To the westward, indeed, and more directly in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Riviere au Liard, forty of the choicest hunters 
among the Chipewyans had been destroyed by actual famine; 
many others had not yet been heard of; and the scattered 
survivors, from the rigours of the climate, and the dillx ulty 
of procuring a single animal, had experienced the severest 
hardships which even their hardy natures were capable of 
snstnininf^. Sometimes unusual and appalling visitations 
earned them off, as in the case of two womm'i^ and tlicii- 
t hil'tren, who witli their laden dogs were travelling near the 
mt)ii [it iuis, towards their tentu: when suddenly, one of them 
called out in alarm, and betorf they had time to fly, they 
were caught in a whirlwind, and in an instant swept into 
• eternity. One boy only out of the number was A>uiKly and 
he died in excruciating pain the same night 

December 16. — The interpreter came from one of the 
fishing stations w ith an account of the loss of some nets, and 
the inadequacy of their means of support. They seldom 
took more than thirteen small fish in a day, and the Indians, 
now reduced to a state of great weakness, crowded round 
them for a ])ortioti of what they could ill afTord. It was the 
same with n*;; for those who happened to be wuIhii ;l mode- 
rate di<^t;.ncc fell back on the Fort, as tlie on]\ chjiire of 
prolongnij; their existence; and we freely imparted the 
utmo«?f N\ f ( o lid spare. In vain did we endeavour to revive 
their di oojmig spirits, ;ind excite them to action; the scourge 
was too heavy, and their ( xertinns were entirely paralysed. 
No sooner had one party closed the door, than another, still 
more languid and distressed, feeblv opened it, and confirmed 
by their hait-fauushed looks and sunken eyes their heart- 
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rending tale of suffering. They spoke little, but crowded 
in silence round the ftre, as if eager to enjov tlie only com- 
fort remaining to them. A handful of niouidy pounded 
meat, which had been originally reserved for our dogs, was 
the most liberal allowance we could make to each; and this 
meal, unj>alalable and unwliolcsome as it was, together with 
the customary prescntaUun of the friendly pipe, was suffi- 
cient to efface for a nioinontthe recollection of their sorrows, 
wid even to light up their faces with a smile of hope. — **We 
know,** they said, *'that you are as much distressed as our- 
selves, and you arc very good." AiBicting a.s it was to be- 
hold such scenes of suffering, it was at the same time grati- 
fying to observe the resignation with which they were met. 
There were no impious upbraidings of Providence, nor any 
of tiioae s^volting acts, too frequent within late years, which 
htrm taat • darker riiide over the charactn* of the wvag? 
Indian. While the party thua aeantily relieved were ex* 
preaaing their gratitude, one of their companiona arrived, 
and after a ahort pauae announced that a child waa dying 
for want of food, doae at hand. The father inatantly jumped 
up; and having been supplied with some pemmican, for we 
had no other meat, hurried away, and happily arrived in time 
to aave ita life. 

Like all other barbarous nations, these people are natu- 
rally prone to superstition; und many of their legends, what- 
ever may be thought of thcni m these enlightened days, are 
quite as reasonable as the traditionary talcs which in other 
states of society dimly reveal the past, and serve to amuse 
the present age. They have their good and evil spirits, 
haunting the waters, the woods, and the mountains; their 
giants, and confabulating animals, <<animali parlanti;** their 
"Pucks," and a host of other mischief-loving gentry. 1 
allude to these superstitions here, by way of preface to a 
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story related by one of our unhappy guests, respecting the 
eonduct of a Chipewyany whom he and many others held 
responsible for the absence of the deer. 

'^e might have known," said a young but enlaeialed 
* hunter, as he ejected laige Tolumes of smoke from his nos- 
trils, — *<we might have known that this winter would be 
marked by something, uncommon. The Chipewyans have 
always been unfriendly to, if not secret enemies of, the Yel- 
low Knives, and would feast and rejoice at our misfortunes. 
Why did lie come among us? Was he not cautioned by our 
old men to desist from his rash purpose, and listen' to the 
words of wisdom founded on experience? Butnoj he had 
often, he said, been told, that if a solitary deer were beaten, 
the whole herd ^vnnld at once abandon that part of the coun- 
try where the deed was done: as if thousands of animals 
feeding at places far distant from each other could possibly 
know what he might do at any particular spot to one of their 
kind. He did not believe it; some people had bad tongues, 
and at the first opportunity he. would put the matter to proof. 
Accordingly, in the spring of the yearj when a little crutl 
was formed on the snow by the effect of the heat of the day 
followed by the cold of the night, he sallied out on his long 
snow shoes of six feet; and skimming lightly over the bright 
surface, soon discovered eight or ten deer feeding on a frozen 
swamp. 

"Making a circuit behind tliem, he approached with the 
greatest caution; yet even his almost noiseless tread scared 

the^f timid and watchful creatures. As he expected, they 
ran upon the lake, using every exertion to escape; but their 
hoofs, thoiijyh remarkablv broad, were unequal to their sup- 
port, and at c:ich [)lLiriL:f' tjicv sank to their haunches in the 
snow, and became an eaay prey to the hunter; who, borne 
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up by hit long mow ahoes, got clMe to and killed' tliem aft 
except one. This he beet in the meet wanton and roereilew 
manner, and then drove it, stupified and spent with fuugue, 
to his lodge, where, amidst the laughter of himself and his 
kindred, its miseries were at last ended. <Now,* said he, *l 
shall know if there be any truth in your sayings; and, whe- 
ther there be or not, I am a Cbipewyan, and shall return to 
my lands, whieh are far away, and better than your swampy 
and barren country.' Did we speak the truth? the deer 
know it, and will not come." — He ceased speaking^ and a 
deep gcittural <<whew, whew!" shewed the interest with 
whioh the recitsl had been heard. 

« " * 

•Another day a middle-aged woman, with a girl about six 
years, old, •ea'me to us in great consternation, seeking protjiso- 
tbn against a hunter, orerwhose gun she had onluekily stept 
during the night On discovering what she had done, 
which, in the opinion of an Indian, would destroy the quali* 
ties of the gun and prevent its killing, she wss so alarmed for 
the consequences of her crime, that, though attached to the 
man, she preferred fli|^ to the chance of viiat hlslury might 
inflict on her. However, aflfcer allowing a reasonable time 
fot the evaporation of his passi(«, she returned; and as he 
bad, fortunately <for her, shot an animal withr the same g^ 
since the disaster, she was let off with a sound thrashbg,*aad 
an admonition to be more careful for the future. This, ac' 
cording to Indian law/ was most lenient, as the unhappy fe- 
mde guilty of such ddinqoeney seldom or ever esoi^es with 
a slighter punishment than a slit nose, or a bit cut off the 
esrs. In the evening of the day on^wfaieh this last ineideiil 
•eoorred, a«man, his wife, and three chUdrea, sought our 
hMpitility,*in a oonditioa whieh made me grieve iifSrosh that 
we had so little to bestow. They were tfie* most wretdiod 
party of all— Mre shadows. The maA was redueed te a 
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skeleton; and the scanty and tattered covering which served 
him fora garment, hiiv in c; become Unvt] nnd frozen, had, by con- 
stant friction against his hare legs, produced a dreadful state 
of excoriation. Nor were the others much better off. Our 
situaiitju iiiikt'd now assumed n serious aspoct, and it was im- 
possible to divest onc*8 sell of anxious forcbudina; for the fu- 
ture. In the midst of Uiii gloom occurred the death of the 
wretched old woman before mentioned.' In spite of aH the 
care which we could Ijestow, &iie had cor»tinued to sink under 
accumulated infirmities and disease: the circulation became 
ianguiii, and her extremiUt> were severely frost-bitten. Too 
feeble to raise herself up, she crawled whiiiingly along on 
her hands and knees, with a slick to make known her pre- 
sence, wherever her inclination led her; but chiefly to Mr. 
King's room, where, once a day, she received the benefit of 
his humane attention. The moal iodifierent observer must 
have been occasionally shocked at the loathsome objecti 
which have met his eye on some parta of the Cootineot, and 
particularly at Lisbon; but no form or Tariefy of humap 
wretchedness or degradation that I have eYer witnessed could 
hm compared with that which was ezhihited in the pelwtt of 
thia poor old eraatiire. The effect of her appearancey-^e 
inTottttttary shuddering which it caused, may perhaps be coor 
ceivedy but cannot well be described* What a contrast be- 
tween her and the young girl standing erect and fiiU of juicy 
life by her side! What a rebuke to the pride of lordly man ! 
She was found in her hut» stretched dead by the fire, near 
which were several pieces of spare wood. Among the In- 
dinos the event occasioned not the slightest feeling; and as 
abe bad no relations, it is doubtful whether she would even 
have been buried, bad we not taken that office on ourselves; 
an office which» thou^ difficult at thia time, on account of 
the frejten state of the ground, was neoesaary» to preserve 
bet lemaiaa from the starving and voracious dogp. 
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The anxiety I began to feel, respecting the actual condi- 
tion of the main body of the Indians with Akaitcho, whom 
we supposed to be in quest of deer to the westward, was so 
great, that Mr. M'Leod, with much kindness and apirit^ 
volunteered to go in search of them, and by his presence en- 
courage and incite them to exertion. He left us on the 18th 
of December, accompanied by the interpreter a|id an Indian 
lad, who the previous morning had received a cudgelling for 
thieving. The very next day, one of our men, who had 
been with Akaitoho, arrived with a small quantity of half- 
dried meaty which he had dragged eight days' march. 

From him we'Iearned that the deer were rathernumerouf 
than otherwise, but that they continued to linger on the 
verge of the barren Jands, to the surprise of the Indians, who 
declared this to be the first time they had deviated from their 
habit of seeking the shelter of the wooda atthia inclement 
period of the year. They were very poor,' he said, but 
plenty were shot; and would have been sent to the Fort, if 
the distance had been less: as it was, the persons employed 
to bring it would necessarily eat all or the greater part of 
their loads on the way, and therefore the meat was put en 
cache for our future use. All this was very well, but did 
not minister to our present need; and as for cacheSy in a 
neighbourhood of u olvereens, I knew that little dependence 
could be placed on their security^ however carefully made. 

Still, the knowledge that the animals were within reach, 

*• and had not entirely left us, was enlivening; and though not 

sanguine, yet I saw no reason to despair of finally making up 
our original stock of const j)ro\-i5ion. In the menn firne, and 
before this dream could be realized, we were mortified and 
embarrassed bv the return of the whole of the people station- 
ed at one of the fiaheriesy which was described as being totally 
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unequal to their support, having yielded only three or firar 
fish a day for the last fortnight Casualties such as these^ 
coming in quick succession, were not a little harassing: my 
plans and prospects underwent continual change from cireum- 
stances which no foresight could anticipate^ and when I 
thought myself most safe, I was, perhaps, in the greatest 
danger. However, it was of no use to sit still and mope. 
Action, if it had no other effect, would at least keep up the 
spirits of the men, and divert their thoughts from the priya- 
tion which they were suffering. Accordingly they were 
again divided, one party being directed to take their nets and 
proceed to the only remaining; li.shcry, and the Other tO make 
the hest of their way to the Indians. 

«Our hall was in a manner filled with invalids and otlMr 
stupidly dejected beings, who, seated round the fire, occu- 
pied themselves in roasting and deyouring small bits of their 
reindeer garments, which» even when entire, afforded them a 
Tery insufficient protection against a temperature of 108** 6e- 
low the freezing point.' The father torpid and despairing— 
Uie mother, with a hollow and sepulchrah wail, vainly en* 
deavouring to soothe the infant, which with unceaning mdan 
clung to her shrivelled and exhausted breast — the passive 
child gazing vacantly around; such was one of the many 
groups that surrounded us. But not a murmur escaped from 
the men. When the weather was a little milder, we took 
them into the store, and showini^ them our remaining pro- 
yisioii, represented the necessity of their making an effort to 
reacli Akaiicho, where their own relations wotihl supply 
them [;ilcntifully : for, trifline as was the pittance dealt out to 
them by as, vet it conti iliutcd to the disr.inution of our 
stock, arui it \vns evidotit that bv slnrt rconomy alone we 
couJd get through the season at all. With the apathy so 
strikingly characteristic of the inert and callous savage, to 
S2 
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whom life itaelf is a thing scarce worth preserving/ some de- 
eUred they cou)d not, and others that they would not go. 
Th^s obstinacy compelled me to reduce their allowance, a 
measure of necessary rigour, which ultimately drove the 
stronger away^ and left us more means to nourish and sup- 
port the weaker. Mr. King was unremitting in his care of 
those n*ho required medical aid;' and often did I share my 
own plate with tiic children, whose helpless state and pite- 
ous cries were peculiarly distressing. Compassion for the 
full-grown may or may not ijc felt; but that heart must he 
.cased in steel wbirh is insensible to the crv of a child for 
food. I have no reserve in declaring the pleasure which it 
gave me to watch the emotions of those unfortunate little 
ones, as each received its spoonful of pemmican from my 
hand* 

Christmas-day was the appointed time for opening a sol- 
dered tin case, the gift of a lady at New York; but our com- 
panion Mr. M'Leod being absent, we thought it fair to post- 
pone the gratification of our curiosity till he could partici- 
pate in it J and Mr. King; and I made a" cheerful dinner of 
pemmican. Happiness on such occasions depends entirely 
on the mood and temper of the individuals; and we cheated 
ourselves into as much mirtji at the fancied sayings and 
doings of our friends at home, as if we had partaken of the 
roast beef at)(i jjlum pudding which doubtless "smoked upon 
the board" on that glorious day of prescriptive feasliag. 

January, 1834. — Some Indians brought a small suj)ply of 
meat, half drit d and very bad; and by a letter from Mr. 
>l'L€uil. I leamerl that the animals had taken a western di- 
rection, \\ hicli. ^^ ith the coldness of the weather, precluded 
the possihility of the Indians foil owing them. Mr. M'Leod 
iiixoseli, being a iiriiL-rate rifle-shot, had by his personal exer- 
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On the 1 3th, the women and children were sent to the 
fishery, and our own allowance was reduced a quarter of a 
pound each. A nothcr sup])ly of lean and half putrid meat was 

rent by Akaitcho, which was augmented a few days afterwards 
by eighty poimdji from Mr. M'Leod. He had been to the 
fishery, "which," he added, ''I was sorry to find unproduc- 
tive, besides beiug burlhcoed with a number of starving na- 
tives, who proved expensive and anno\ Itiiti;, but arc iiu\s- all 
away. The dogs can hardly stand on their legs. For the 
two last weeks T have had much trouble, owing to the im- 
portuniues ot the Indians by whom I am surrounded. Some 
are strangers, but others you have seen. Many are extremely 
low, but I hope not beyond recovery. From what I have 
seen of the country, animals arc scarce.*' At the same time 
we had accounts of several deaths from famine, with a repeti- 
tion of the former tales of suflcriug, which there were but 
faint expectations of bettering until the weather should be 
milder. 

A few days exhausted our small stock of moat, nnd I reluc- 
tantly opened another bag ol pcmnucan, our store of which 
was now reduced to less than one half of the quantity origi- 
nally put aside for the sea service. Mr. King and I content- 
ed ourselves with half a pound each a day; but the labouring 
men ^vhom we retained with us oould not do with less than 
a pound and three quarters. V^ven this was hut scanty ra- 
tions; nevertheless, the tine fellows, (principaliy artillery 
men,) far from bein^ moody or sullen, were always cheer- 
ful and in ^ood spirits. It had been ray endeavour to fostw 
ibis laeJiiig of eoulentmeat by general kin4nessy by a regu- 
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lar observance of the Sabbath (the service being read in Eng- 
lish and French,) and by the institution of evening schools 
for their improvement 

Wc had scon the thermometer at 70'^ below zero, at which 
time the Aurora was bright. Wc now made a few experi- 
ments on the etfcct and intensity of the cold, the results of 
which were as follow: With the thf rmometer at 62 minus, 
a square six-ounce bottle of s'lljiliii] ic ether with a ground 
stopper, was taken out of th< uiedicinc chest, exactly in the 
p irnc state ns it had been packed at Apothecaries* Hall, viz: 
%\ ith liic stopper down, and exposed immedintely below the 
registering thermometer on the snow. In tilieen mmutes, 
the interior upper surface of the sides of the bottle was coat- 
ed with ice, and a thick efflorescent sediment co\ m cl the 
bottom, while the ether jrenerally appeared viscous and 
opaque. After having remained an hour, during which the 
temperature rose to 60° minus, it had scarcely changed, or, 
perhaps, as Mr. King agreed with me in thinking, it was 
more opaque. The bottle was then carefully brought into 
the house, and placed on a lable, wiiiun four feet and a half 
of the fire; and though so near, and with a temperature of 32*^ 
plus, it did not recover its former clearnesa or puniy under 
forty-two Hiiautes. 

A bottle of nitric ether, similar in dimensions to the sul- 
phuric, was not changed in the same time; but after two 
hours* exposure it also became viscid, the temperature in the 
meantime having varied from 60 to 56 minus. A fluid 
drachm and a half of sulphuric ether was put into an ounce and 
a hall bottle with a glass stopper; and when it had become 
viscous the sLopper was withdrawn, and a lighted jiapcr ap- 
plied to the mouth, when it ignited with an explosion and an 
escape of gas. On repeating the experiment, the ignition did 
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not take place until the light was brought into contact with 
the liquid; but it wis accompanied by a aimilar expioaioD. 

A small bottle of pyroligneous acid froze in less than 30 
minutes, at a temperature of 57° minus; as did also the same 
quantity of 1 part of rectified spirit and 2 of water, 1 part of 
the same and 1 of water. Leeward lalaild rom became thick 
in.a few miautes, but did not freeze. 

A mixture of 2 parts pure spirit and 1 water froze into ice 
in three hours, with a temperature from 65*^ and 61° minus. 
Another mixture of 4 parts spirit and 1 water became Tisdd 
in the same time. 

A bottle of nitric ether iiaying been out all night was 
thicky and the bubbles of air rose slowly and with difficulty; 
the mean temperature at 6 a. m.» January 17tb, being 70^ 
rainiM! 

■ 

A sarfaee of 4 inches of mercury, exposed in a common 
saucer, beeame solid in two hours, with a temperature of 6V 
minus. 

On the 4th of February, the temperature wis 60^ minus, 

and, there being at the same time a fresh breeze, was nearly 
insupportable. Such, indeed, was the abstraction of heat, 
that, with eight large logs of dry wood in the fireplace of a 
small room, I could not get the thermometer higher than 1 2° 
plus. Ink and paint froze. I made an attempt to finish a 
sketch, by placing the table as near the fire as I could bear 
the heat; but a scratchy mark, and small shining particles at 
the point of the sable, convinced me that it was u'^cle^s. The 
sextant cases, and boxes of seasoned wood, [ii mcipally fir, 
all split. Nor was the sensation particularly agreeable to our 
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person^^; the skin of the hands especially became dry, crack- 
ed, aiul opi lu'tl into unsightly and smarting gashes, which we 
were obliged to anoint with grease. On one occasion, after 
washing my face within three feet of the fire, my hair was 
actually clutied with ice, hcforc I had time to dry it From 
these facts some idea may", perhaps, he formed of the exces- 
sive cold. It seemed to have driven all llvirig Uiings from 
us: we had been accustomed to see a few white partridgea 
about; but even these, hardy as they are, had disappeared. 
Once, indeed, a solitary raven, whose croak made me run 
out to look at him, swept round the house, but immediately 
winged his flight to the westward. Nothing but the passing 
wind broke the awful solitude of this barren and desolate 
spot 

February 9th. — little variation was given to our society 
by the gratifying arrival of Mr. M'Leod, who had prerrded 
a party of men laden with meat The weather had made a 
visible alteration in his countenance, which was severely 
frost-bitten in seven places; nor was it to be wondered at on 
such a wide unsheltered lake as lie had been travelling over, 
especially when the Indians themselves were unable to bear 
up against it, but were all, to the number of fourteen, simi- 
larly lacerated. The latter complained bitterly, and com- 
pared the sensation of handlinti; their guns to that of touching 
red-hot iron; and so painful was it, that they wrapped thoo^ 
of leather round the triggers, to keep their fingers from con- 
tact with the steeL 

The deer were represented tq be plnitilul enough, but so 
restless and diilicuit to approach that lew \vcre shot; added 
to which, they were edging westerly, and when left were at 
a distance of fourteen days' journey from the house. Suffer- 
ingt the Indian's inheritance, attended the natives wherever 
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they went The forest was no longer a shelter, tior the land 
a support; "famine, with her gaunt and bony arm,'* pursued 
theui it every turn, withered their energies, and strewed 
them lilt less oil (he cold bosom of the snow. Nine had 
fallen victims already; and others were only snatched from 
a like fate by the opportune mlt 'i \ ention of 31r. M'Leod, 
in compelling a Chipewyan to return ailer his wife and cliild, 
whom the unnatural monster had abandoned. In another 
instance, where two of the same tribe had deserted an infirm 
and starving relative, bis e£forts were unavailing, for he was 
found dead in the woodn 

For the neglect or abandonment by the more active hunters 
of the sick and feeble of their tribe, some allowance may be 
made, on account of the peculiarity of their circamstancM. 
To fiiUow and koep up with the migratory animals which 
coDstitntie their food^ is essential to the preBemtioiiy not only 
of the hunters tfaenuelTesy but of the whole eneampment 
An infirm or diseised savsgp is not merely useless^ he as a 
positive clog and encumbrance on the motions of the lesL 
No wonder, then, if occasionally, in the impatience or ne> 
cessity of the cbaee» be is left behind to the mercy of ehanee. 
But there are instances^ it Is painful to say, of barbarous 
outrages for Which no such palliation can be found. In my 
progress through the country, I heard several stories of 
transactions among the Indians almost too revolting to be. 
mentioned. Others equally ahocfcmg were related to Mr. 
King; and one in particular, as narrated by Mr. Charles, the 
factor mentioned above, was so horrible, that, although the 
recital, it is to be feared, will essite loathing and disgust; 
yet I think it right to give it, as iUustmtive of the occasi on al 
atrocities of savage life. 



A Ctee IndiBB of the name of Pepper, who had long re- 
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sided aiound Chipevvyan as a hunter, came to the Fort in 
November, 1832, after a tem])otary absence, unci, having 
smoked his pipe, p;nve a plausible account of severe calami- 
ties, which had bLlallen him in the preceding winter. After 
describing the horrors of starvation in tlie desolate forest, 
and his ineffectual efforts to ward it off, he said (hat, worn 
out, a!, length, by hunger and cold, his wife, the mother of 
his children, sunk into a lethargy and died; his daughter soon 
followed; and two sons, just springing into manhood, who 
promised to be the support of his old age, — alas! they also 
perished; lastly, their younger children, though tended by 
him with unwearied solicitude, and fed for a time on the 
parings of their leather garments, sunk under their eofoingSi 
and dept wiA their brethren. <<What could I do?'' ex- 
claimed the man, with a frenzied look that almost startled 
the hearers,— <<eottld I look up to the Great Spirit!— eonld I 
remain to behold my strength laid prostrate? No! no! One 
child was yet spared — fled for suceour. But, oh! the 
woods were silent, — how silent! — am here." 

The boy alluded to was about eleven years of age, and at 
the close, as during the recital, kept his eyes Taeantly fixed 
on the blazing fire near which he was seated, aeeminguncon* 
sttoos that the narration was ended, and still listening, as if 
waiting for aome dreadful story not yet told. His father 
spoke^ and he started; then, baring given him a live ember 
to light his half-emptied pipe, he relapsed into his steadiest 
gSM of vacancy. 

Not a word, not a gesture, had escaped the attentive ears and 
sparkling eyes of some men of his tribe who arrived just as he 
began to speak. Never was man more patiently listened to; 
his pkS, or the long pauses which ooonterfeited it, were not 
once intemiptsdf except by his own wailings: but when he 
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had conciudctl, a kind of hollow muttenng arose Irnm the 
grouped Indians; and tlic sjmkesman of their number began 
a speech, at first in a suhchierl tone, and then, f^radually 
elevating his voice with the energy ol one strongly excited, 
he finished by denouncing him as a murderer and a canml) )!. 
The accused hesitated a few seconds, mechanically whilHng 
at his exhausted pipe, — and then, with the oio.sl bLoical indif- 
ferenc«| calmly doaied the charge. 

But, from that instant^ his spirHa fell; and the anxious and 
paififbl csxpresaieii of his coiinteiiaiicei whenever his son was 
absent for a moment, betrayedthecon^cinusneas of guilt He 
could no longer look his fellow man in the face. 

Those who had roused this inward storm kept aloof, as 
from a poisonous reptile; and, having obtained the trifling 
articles which they wanted from the store, returned to their 
hunting. 

4 

The wretched man lingereddtlwutthe Fort for some time, 
and at length, accompanied by his boy, sulkily left it 

**Back to the thicket dunk 

, ThegnihyMrpent" 

But by a strange infatuation (such are the mysterious ways 
of ProTidence,) instead of seeking some lonely place where 
he midit have hid his guilt, and lived unmolested, he went 
to thelodges of the very persons whom he had most cause to 
avoids— 4he men who had branded him as a murderer and 
cannibal* 

■ 

He sought their hoapttaltty, and was admitted; but an ia* 
fid 
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stinciive loathing, not unmixed wiDi apprehension, induced 
them to request his departure. After a slight liesiution, he 
not only refused, but, assunung a tone of defiance, uttered 
such threats that the endurance of the Indians was exhausted, 
and tiiey aiiot him ua Uie spot. 

More than one gun having been fired, tlie boy was also 
wounded in the arm; and, thinking to mitic;atc their rage, 
ho fled })chind a tree, and offered to coniess all he knew, if 
tiiey would only spare his life. His wish was granted, and 
then was told the most sickening tale of deliberate cannibal- 
ism ever heard. The monsicr had, in truth, murdered his 
wife and children, and fed upon their recking carcasses! 
That the one boy was spared was owing, not to pity or affec- 
tion, but to the accident of their having arrived at the Fort 
when they did. Another twenty -four hours would have sealed 
his doom also. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



iu.remplury Conduct of Akuttcho. — Mr.J^Leod ami hw Family leave 
7«. — Arriv€il of Mauftlly. — i)upply of Deer-Jie^h. — Misvvd^rgtavd- 
ing between Akaitcho ami the Interpreter. — Preparation for build- 
ing TvDo Boats.— Mr. APLeods ill Success.—Sirange Conduct of 
Tmo hid^im,'^Suppljf of Pttodj^DUtretting CandUim qf Mr, 
JlflMd.^Retwm pfMr, Kwtff Partuj—Nvnfhm York Fitctorif, 
— CAwtrtafii .Rile ^if Ax^^tshtt^-^PreHmet ii^TwoJta9en»,—MUh 
«cn* shot df an iroquaii,—Nem$ fnm Engiandj-'Dinkarg* tf 
Aim.— JIterolfofi qfPkau.'^Appeanmee i^BM»j—AiH»- 
Imta Ay Mr. JSbif,-^Jbrinal of Mr. ^tLeod^-^AnxiOw abmU WO- 
HamonrSnUrif WeaUier^MeUmekolg FaUiifJti^mtiu, 

DuiiKO this tppalUng period of auflering and calamity^ 
Akaitcho proved himaelf the firm friend of the expedition. 
The dawn of each morning aaw him prepared for the hunt; 
and* aware of the heavy preasure of that diatreaa whieb» 
th5tigh he eould not altogether ayerty it mig|it he in hia power 
to mitigate, he boldly encountered every dilRcuItj^ and made 
others act hy the force of his example. 

Complainta were inceaaantly preferred to him by all daaa> 
OBf youDg and old; and many woold have yielded to their 
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gloomy superstition, hid they not been suftained by his Ian- • 
guage and fortitude. «It la true," he ia reported to have 
aaid In answer to one of them, <<that both the Yellow Knives 
* and Chipewyanai whom I look upon as one nation, have felt 
the fittal aeveritiea of this unusual winter. Alaa! how many 
sleep with our lathers! But the Great Chief trusts to us; and 
it is better that ten Indians should perish, than that one white 
man should suflTer through our negligence and breach «Kf 
laith." 

r 

Mr» M*hsod'8 observations at the fishery where he had 
been were too unfavourable to give me any confident hope 
of receiving support from that quarter; and, undet' these cir- 
cumstances, it waa consolatory to me that he approved my 
decision to make a further reduction in our estabUahmeot I 
say consolatofyy because that decision fell particularly heavy 
on his own ISunily, whom he now offered to remove to a 
place about half way between ns and the Indians, who, he 
said, would provide him with meat» as the lake would with 
fish, and in this way the separation might be made still fur^ 
ther subservient to our benefit Before we parted, however, 
his daughter, a pretty little girl about six years old, took care 
to remind me, that I had promised, on her father's return, to 
open the <*boite u fer blanc." Accordingly, the treasure 
was explored; and she was not the only one who rejoiced in 
the sight of a large plum-pudding, to the merits of which 
practical testimony was borne by the children and ourselvea 
at dinner* Nor did we forget to drink the health of our fair 
countrywoman Mrs. Mawell,** who luidso kindly afforded 
us thi^ luxurious meal. 

Mr. M*Leod, during his absence, had not been exempted 
* The wU)» ofCaptaSn Maxwell, with whom wecrowH>dtha Attaniie. 
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from his share of privation, having been for days together 
without food; yet, nothing daunted by hardships, which he 
treated as the ordinary incident:i of the service, he and his 
family, with two men, left us on their cold and comfortless 
journey, on the 14th of February, about iioou. Nothing but 
a conviction c^f the importance of this measure, as regarded 
our future plans, should have induced me to consent to this 
expo.suieof children to the severities of so cold a month; but, 
as every precaution was adopted to prevent ill consequences, 
I entertained tiie tiope of their getting saieiy to their destina-n 
lion. 

The unexpected disasters with which the tmhappy beiags 
to the westward had been viaitedj made me more than com- 
moolj anxious for my former companion, Maufelly, who^ 
wHfa a small party, had gpne to the south-east, and had been 
absent now some months. No intelligence of any kind had 
been received; and, as they had promised to be at the Fort 
in January, if alive, we naturally began to have gloomy 
bodings of what might have happened. Happily, however, 
we were now relieved from our suspense by the appearance 
of Maufelly himself, who, with a very melancholy visage, 
recounted the narrow escape they had had. There was not a 
track of an animal, he said, to be seen, except at a remote 
part, bordering on tlie southern waters of the The-iew, to 
which his party could not go. They had therefore wander- 
ed about until weakness and want had almost killed th( rn. 
when the sight of some straggling deer stimulated them to 
exertions which were crowned by success. From his sor- 
rowful looks, we concluded that he had hardly yet recovet rd 
from his debility; but, on closer inspection, it was clear that 
the rogue was in good case; and, when the necessary time 
for Indian eti<}uette had expired, he quietly coainiunicated 
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the jdjrful, information that he had five deer killed for Ui^ 
withia a couple of days' walk. « 

This was, indeed, a windfall^ and we ventured to think 
that better times were coming. Three men were instantly 
despatched for as much as they could carry of the precious 
deposit; and as they left only my servant at the Fort, Mr. 
King drove the dog sledge for wood, and I made myself as 
useful as I could. The three iricn had neither snow shoes 
nor sleighs; and, when they got to the deep snow filling up 
the narrow vnllnys and ravines in the mountains, they were 
obliged to scramble across by creeping:; nn their hands and 
knees. In this unsatl.sfactorv and fatiguing manner, they 
neared the lodge of the Indians; who, as they slipped and 
sunk into the snow, at every efibrt to advance, set up lond 
and merry laijghs, but did not fnil, nevertlicless, to make 
them welcome to a kettle of j)rejjarcd meat when they did at 
last succeed in getting within their humble dwelling. For 
tlieir return they were provid* d u illi snow shuesj and, hav- 
ing brought part of the meat, we enjoyed with a relish which 
may be imagined tlic first steak of fresh meat which we had 
tasted for three months. 

On the 23d of February, a party of our own people nlso 
arrived, after fourteen days' travelling, with a small <|tianlity 
of half-clric fl meat; in tlieir journey for which they had been 
three entire day without food. They reported the failure 
of Mr. M'Leod endear ours to procure fish at liis lunv station: 
but added, that tw^i ol the best men were going from place 
to place, until they should be more successful. 

The worst informalion, however, regarded a misunder- 
standing between Akaiicho and our interpreter, m conse- 
quence of which the former, it was said, bad declared his 
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iatonti<m to cieaM acting for Hi, and to dispose of his <*]Aint" 
olaewhere. In our present exigency such a resolution would 
have been a blow aimed at the very lives of those engaged in 
the expedition; at best, it was sure to deprive us of the assist* 
anee which I had calculated on receiving in the spring, Ibr 
conveying our provision and heavy baggags to the Thlew<ee» 
ehoh; so that, in any view, it would paralyse our efforts and 
frustrate the interesting object of the undertaking. 

Greaty however, as was my anxiety, I derived consolatbn 
from the hope that Mr* M'Leod'a influence might procure 
some material modification of the purpose of the unstable 
chief, if it faOed to restore him altogether to his former 
friendly disposition. 

The uncertainty of the means of snbristence, and the 
almost daily distresses and disappointments by which we 
Vere harassed, had interfered with many, and altogether 
marred some, of my plans; among others, the important 
task of preparing the materials for the construction of two 
light boats to take us along the coast had been hitherto sus- 
pended. The time, however, had now arrived when further 
delay was impossible. Aceordin^y, the two carpenter% 
with Sinclair (a steersman,) were sent to the clump of pines 
found by De Charl&it in September last, and diraded to saw 
sufficient planking for the purpose. 

The weather having now changed somewhat for the better, 
a little provision was occasionally brought from one of the 
hunters; and I looked daily for a large supply from Mr. 
M'Leod. But, as if it were destined that matters should 
not go smoothly, intelligence was conveyed that far from 
being able to asoiat us, he could get neither fish nor flesh; 
and had, as a last resource, been obliged to transfer the men 
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to Uie other fishery under the cljaru;c of M'Kay, for the pre- 
servntion of their lives. In pcriuniuiig this journey, the 
poor icllovvs were again tiiree days without food. Two young 
Indians also came to the Fort about this time, as it appeared 
to us, solely for ammunition. They saw that our store was 
empty, and must have understood our distress j hut to our 
reapeated questions as to their cucccss, they uniformly an- 
swered with apparent indifiereoce, "Etthen oolah,'* — there 
are no deer. Having been provided with what they required, 
they- w«re diamisMd, and requested to be alert in huating^ but 
stUl they answered, ^Etthen 05lih^^tihootii$'^* and with the 
most stoteal eomposara lounged about the hoiuey or loUod 
before the fire for fiiU two days, receiving merely sueh 
scraps of food as^we could spare them* It so happened that 
at the end of that time, MaufeUy arrived with a load of meat, 
whieb the othoff m sooner saw, than they drew out fifteen 
tongues from a bag hitherto concealed, and placed them on 
the table without any remark, though we passed and repassed 
scvenl times* The eoQclusion was> that they hwl as many 
deer in esche, and oa^y wanted somebody to ietmh them. 
When taifd with llie folly of their conduct in ao serious a 
eme as ours, tboy answered carelessly thst it was thehr cua> 
tmii» and still cried «(Etth^o&lih--etthentghottlli.'' Hoping 
that there wia now a probability of our obtaining regular tiij>- 
plies bom the two parties, I was less £Mrful of incressingmy 
party, and directed four men to come immediately from the 
fishery, and assist in sledging the meat to the house. The 
deer were accordingly brought; yet before this welcome 
labour was completed, I had the mortification of reodTing 
fimn the Indians on whom I had mainly depended, the unwel- 
oome tidingp that the animals had agsin dii^>enedthey \mw 

* ''There are no deer.* 
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not whither, but that Uiey would giTO us nottoe at aoon ai 
they bad any thing to send. 

March 13th. — The men, who had been latterly subsisting 
on a single fish a day, arrived according to their instructions; 
and that there might be no leisure for brooding over their 
privations, I sent Mr. King with the whole of them, includ- 
ing those at the house, to drag the iron wm^kt together with 
such planking as the carpenters might have ready, to a bay 
on the western borders of Artillery Lake, where I intended 
the boats to be built 

This was occupation for four or five days, and in the mean- 
time I fervently hoped that some favourable change mig^i 
take place. Nor in this instance was I deceived; for no 
sooner had we enjoyed the calm consolation of divine service 
on the following Sunday, than the yelping of a dog too weak 
to do any thing else notified the approach of strange feet, and 
I was met at the hall door by the old Camarade de Mande- 
ville. Accustomed to see the Indians empty-handed, it 
never occurred to me to inquire if he had brought any thing; 
and after the usual bon jour, which these people have Icunied 
from the Cnnadian*!, I proceeded to explain the reason why 
he found me alone. *'You have no provision then/' said he; 
"ticns! the dojr*^ are eating it:" and u[)rniriti: the door, to my 
great surprise and no less joy, he pointeii loan Indian youth, 
who was leaning on his a;un, and looking at two sledges of 
dried meat which the Camarade r\nd he had dragged from 
their lodges, five days' journey distant 

The tblloAving dnv I rrreived a further f?iipply from Mr. 
M*Leod, though with i!ie painlul intelligence that he with his 
family were surrounded l)y difficultie'*, jirivations, and deaths. 
Sii more natives of either sex had sunk under the horrors of 
£4 
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ttamtion; the neta had failed, and Akattcho, on whom he 
relied^ (for the old chief had forgotten his hasty expressions 
and waa still faithful,) was twelve days' march away. Dis- 
tant howeWy as he was, Akaitcho had managed to despatch 
some of the strongest young hunters with a aui^ly of meat, 
and it wn^ a part of this which was now forwarded to me. 
Mr. M'Leod's situation was one of great embarrassment. I 
prevailed on him, therefore, to sacrifice the comfort of being 
with his family, and to send them to Fort Resolution^ to 
break up the finery for the present, and stimulate the In- 
dians to further exertion by keeping constantly near them. 

»Mareh*18th. — Mr. (King and his party relumed from Ar- 
tillery Lakei where the requisite articles liad been deposited^ 
and the tiarpenters had begun the boats.* On the 96th a per- 
son afriTed late in the evening with the packet from York 
Factory, which we had been expecting daily for the last six 
weeks. The happiness which this announcement instantly 
created can be appreciated by those only who, like us, 
have been outside the pale of civilization, and felt the 
blessing of communication with their friends but once through 
a long twelvemonth. Yet so true is it that 

"Mao never is but alwajra 10 be btest,^ 

that beiore we had time to cone;nitulatc each other, our joy 
waa almost turned into sorrow. The bearer, on delivering 
the packet, added, that he believed he had brought only hnlf; 
that the reriKundcr had been sent from Fort Resolution up- 
wards of a month ago, under the charge of two men, a Cana- 
dian and an Iroquois; that these had 1)( ( n j<rrornj>anicll by 
'my old companion * Augustus, the l ^st^iuuiaux iiiterpreter,* 
wlio no sooner lieard tliat I was in Ihc country than he ex- 
prubftt (1 his determination to jom me, and had actually walk- 
ed from liuUson's Bay with that afifectionate intentton, that 
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the ihne many btving no language in eonunoni were unaUa 
to convof their eentimenti to each other; and that haying 
loat their way, two of Iben^ after an abaence of eighteen 
dajra, found their way baeic to the fort; bnt withont Augiia- 
tnsy who they dadared peraiated, in aplte of their entnatie% 
in hia forlorn search. *0n opening my lettera I found thia ae- 
ooant but too true, and moreover that the brave little fellow 
had with him, when they parted, only ten pounda of pern* 
micaoi and neither gun nor bow and arrowa.* 

Three daya after the arrtval of thia aad newa the other pari 
of the padnet waa broo^t by one of my former men, who 
had been guided by an Indian; and I then learned from Mr. 
M'Donell, the gentleman in eharge of Fort Reaolution, that 
on the arriTal of the Canadian and Iroqiioia without AugMatui^ 
he had the aame day deapatehed two more Iroquoia with 
plenty of provision, and inatructiona to follow the aame tnck, 
aeareh for Augustus, and, if found, conduct him to us. But, 
atrange to aay, after a similar lapse of time, yuu eigjbteen 
days, these two men alao made their appearanee at the Fort; 
and Mr. M<Donell had the mortificatioQ to hear that they, 
like the first, had got bewildered, and having exhausted their 
proviaiona were compelled to explore their way back. An 
Indian^ who happened to be with him at the time, was en- 
gaged as a guide to the present bearer; and he added, **l 
hope the packet will reach you safe at laaL Aa no one has 
come hither from you, I apprehend that poor Attgnatua has 
been starved to death. There was, indeed, evecyreaaon 
to fear the worst; but the account of hia companions, that 
they had heard the report of two or three guns in the direc* 
tion of the place where they had left him, afforded me a fee* 
blc hope that be might have fallen in with some party, and 
be yet alive. As far as waa in my power I circulated the 
fact among the Indiana, though they were unfortunately 
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far awaVf and held out an unlimited reward to any who sliould 
find ami save him. The ready zeal with which Augustus 
had yoluiUcLTed to parUikc the hard fortunes of the service, 
his atlachinenL and generous devotion to myself, and the pro- 
bability that his recompense had been a shocking and un- 
timely death, impressed me with a melancholy that for some 
time fixed deeply in my mind. 

By letters from York Factory, we were informed that the 
Company's two ships were forced to winter in the bay;— one 
at Churchill, and the other at Charlton Island, — owing^ as 
was said, to the vast quantity of drift ice which blocked up Hud- 
son's Straits, and cut off all communication with the Atlantie. 
But I was requested to be under no uncMineMi aa lepatdeA 
the expedition, since the lettais for England were to be sent 
by Canada^ and all my demanda would be punctually attendf> 
ad to. 

April 20t}i. — For the last ilflecn days 'our habitation had 
been rendei etl more cheerful by the presence of two ravens, 
which having, by my express directions, been left unmolest- 
ed, had become so tame* as scarcely to move ten paces when 
any one passed them; they were the only living things that 
held communion with us, and it was a pleasure to see them 
gambol in their glossy plumage on the white anew. 

A party of men had arrived over nij^lu, and amongst them 
an Iroquois, who, perceiving the birds together, and being 
ignorant of my wishes, could not reaiat the temptation of 
a double shot, and so killed them both. In any other aitua- 
tion saeh an event would, perhaps, have aeemed too trilling 
to be noticed; but in our case, the ravena were the only link 
between us and the dreary solitude without, and their looa 
therefore was painfully felt. Moreover, there seemed 
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a iort of tmcbeiy in the aet, for the poor birds had been 
taught to look upon us as friends: their petty thefts were 
licensed; and their sharp eradking wis welcome, as breaking 
the mono^ny of silence. When they were gpne, I felt more 
lonely^ and the moaning wind seemed as if complaining of the 
barbarity. 

April l>5th. — ^This was the annlTersary of our departure 
from La Chine. We were tslking for about the hundredth 
time of those hind persons who had come so iar to see us 
away, and had b^n to speculate on their different occupa- 
tions at that yery hour, when we were interrupted by a sharp 
and loud knock at the door The permission to come in was 
unneeessaryy for the person followed the announcement be- 
fore the words could be uttered, and with the same despatch 
thrust into my hands a packet, which a ^anoe sufficed to teU 
me was from England. '*<He is returned, sir!" said the 
messenger, as we looked at him with surprise.* ^'What! 
Augustus? — thank God!" I replied quickly. •'<!aptain 
Ross, Sir-M3aptain Ross is returned." <<£ht are you quite 
sure? is there no eiiror? where is the account from?" The 
man paused, looked at me, and pointing with his finger said, 
"You have it in your hand, sir." It was so; but the packet 
had been forgotten in the excitement and hurry of my feel« 
ings. *Two open extracts from the Times and Morning 
Herald confirmed the tidings; and my official letter, with 
others from the long-lost adventurers themselves — ^from Cap- 
tain Maconochic, Mr. Garry, Governor Simpson, and many 
other friends, English and American, removed all possible 
doubt, and evinceil at the prime time the powerful interest 
which the event had awakened in the jinblic, by a great pro- 
portion of whom the party had long since been numbered 
among the dead. To mc the intelligence was peculiarly 
gratifying, not only as verifying my previously expressed 
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cpiniotis, but ts demooitrating the wiadkun well as the hu- 
manity of the course pursued by the promoters of our espe* 
ditioDy who had thereby rescued the British Dation firom an 
imputatiou of indiflerence which it was far indeed from 
meriting. In the fulness of our hearts, we assembled to- 
gether» and humbly ofiered up our thanks to that merciful 
Providence, which in the beautiful language of Scripture 
hath said, '<Mine own will I bring agun, as I did sometime 
from the deeps of the tea.''* The thought of so wonderful 
a preaerration oyeipowered for a time the common occur- 
rences of life^ * We had but just sat down to breakittst; but 
our appetite was goue, and the day was passed in a feyerish 
state of excitement* Seldom, indeed, did my friend Mr. 
King or I indulge in a libation, but on this joyful occasion 
economy was forgotten; a treat was given to the men, and 
for ourselves the social sympathies were quickened by a gene- 
rous bowl of punch. 

* May 5.' — David Williamson of the Royal Artillery and 
two other men were discharged from the service; Che 
former on account of continued ill health,*and the latter at 
their own solicitation. By them were forwarded letters for 
England. We had nowtS smart thaw; and patches of green, 
as well as projecting parts of rocks, were daily becoming 
visible.* Shortly afterwards a letter arrived from Mr. M'Lcod 
containing information, which I had some time anticipated, 
of the total £iilure of Akaitcho and his party to collect pro- 
vision—as well as a hint that the chief had been tampered 
with, and allowed a part of his hunt to go in another direc- 
tion. The fact that a portion of the meat had been so di- 
verted was substantiated, and laid to the charge of a free- 
man; but the quanti^ taken by him was too inconsiderable 

«pfal«. 
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to be of any conieqaeDee) and afforded merely a pretext for 
Akaitcho, to eoTor soms little infidelities of which, I Isar^ 
he had been guilty. A month before, such intieUigenee 
would have caused the bitterest sorrow; but now, when I 
knew of Captain Ross's safety, it was comparatively of little 
moment; and I determined at once on going with one boat 
instead of ttoo along the coast, selecting the best men for my 
crew. This, in fact, was the only means left by which I 
could execute my instructions, and discharge the duty that I 
owed to the public; for though the enthusiasm that had be- 
fore animated us was now of course nnirh abated, it still set 
with a strong, because concentrated, j,tre;im, towards the re- 
gion of discovery. The provision that we had j?lill in re- 
serve wns, or could be made, equal to the exfjeuditure of 
three months for ten persom. The smallness of the party 
would he more than compensated by the characters of the 
indiv iiiualH wlio romposcd it — every man in himself a host 
— experiencetl {•('j/(/i(t'nrSf good hunters, equal to the most 
trying situations. There was, therefore, no rational i^rouiid 
for apprehension that we should be unable to surmount tiie 
obstacles of the voyns^e, though cooped within the narrow 
space of a sohlai} Iioat on the inhospitable vvater?>i of the 
Arctic sea. The |)rople were regularly employed in dragging 
the pciiuiiii an and baggage to Artillery Lake, where the 
carpenters had already finished one and half completed the 
otlicr boat; for ihouph the original plan w^as n linrjuished, 
the second boat, il was thought, would be hije;hly service- 
able in enabliii^ Mr. M'Leodto fulfil the inslructiuiis which 
it was my intention to leave for his guidance during our ab- 
sence. And 1 liuvv wrote to him, to enjEjage as many young 
Indians as would undcrUike to carry a bair (or 90 lbs.) of 
pemmican each to the Thluw-ee-choh, in direct distance one 
hundred and fifteen miles. 
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On the 13lh of May,' a single goose, the harbinger of sum- 
mer, flew past the housc;'and durintz; the day it was followed 
by five more, all of which took a northerly direction. This 
was six (lays later than they had been seen in 1?20 nt Fort 
Franklin, though a higher northern latitude. A fly and a 
flock of smail birds appeared in the evctunL^: and during the 
three succeeding days we had gulls, oriole^ grossbeaksy ydl- 
low le^ robins, and butterflies.- 

A small swamp behind the house. wa» the resort of two or 
three kinds of duckfl^ flome of which wm occasionally g0t 
by Mr. King, who was a daily visiter amongst them. On one 
occasion, just as he had hit his bird, his attention was attract- 
ed by some more in an adjacent pool; so, without staying to 
pick up his game, he crept towards the others, and as he 
thought disabled a fine drake. Enj3;pr to bag it, he waded 
into the w^ter, when he wm si ar lied by a sharp whizzing 
noise over his head. This, he soon perceived, was caused 
by a large white-headed eagle, which was di scendinci with 
the rapidity of light n inn; Icnvards the precise spot where lay 
the duck he had before hit Impelled by the desire at once 
to secure the bird for dinner, and if possible to get a shot at 
the eagle also, he instantly left the wounded drake, and, 
sans culottes, flew with all speed over patclics of hard snow, 
dashing through the swamp, and arriving just in time to see 
the powerful marauder quietly sweep oif, exactly out of the 
reach of shot, with the duck firmly grasped in its talons. 

Having watched it out of sight, he tlien retraced his steps; 
and leaving his gun in a dry place, betook himself to the 
aquatic chase of the drake, which, far from being fluttered or 
alarmed, remained motionless, as if .wait ins; to be taken up. 
Still, as he ne:^re(^, it 'glided easily away lliron^h innumera- 
ble little nookd and windiogSy with ail the coohdence uf a 
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branch pOot flevenl times be extended bis arm to eateb it; 
and hsviag at last, with great patience^ managed to eoop it 

in « eorneF) from which there appeared to be no escape^ he 
was triumphantly bending down to take it (gently, however, 
as be wished to preserve it ficnr a Bpeeimen,) when, to his 
utter astonishment, after two or three flounders, it looked 
round) cried "quack,'' and then .flew ofi* so strongly that he 
was convinced he had never hit it at all. The ol^ect of the 
drake had clearly been to draw Mr. King away from its com- 
panion, of whose fate it was unconscious; indeed, so attached 
arc these birds at certain seasons, that it is no uncommon 
circumstance, when one has bwn shot, for the other, espe- 
cially the iniile, to linger about ils strui^t^lint!; partner, exhi- 
biting the greatest distre??*', until i lilier killed or frightened 
away. Sometimes in sucli casrs they will dive to avoid the 
shot, but refll^^e to fly; as in an instance where one remained 
to be fired at no less than five times. 

•On the 18th May, the catkins of the willows were half an 
inch lone;, nnd the snow was fast disappearing from the 
ground.' On the 25th we al«o \velromed the nrrival of our 
companion Mr. M'Leod, whose indctaligable cndc:i\ ouis to 
realize the expectations held oufrby the Indians of procuring 
deer, as the warm weather increased, had Ik en grievously 
disappointed. He had found his hunters indeed as wretch- 
edly off as could be imagined; so that the winter terminated 
as it had commenced. Bad as this was, the serious appre- 
hension which he raised in my mind about the fate of David 
*Williatnson," the artillei\-inan, who li;id been so iatelv dis- 
charged, was irilinitely \vorse. It appeared that he»had left 
the fishery witli liis conip iiiions, aiui two Indians as guides; 
but, being a slow walker and much eneumbered with useless 
baggage of his own, he had one day set out first, the route 
being quite straight; while the uUicr!>, iinowing that they 
85 
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eonld easily ovetiake him, had loitered in their eaeampmeaty 
perhaps an hour after his departure. ^Aware of his eeeen* 
tricitjy they were not alarmed at not seeing him for the bet- 
ter part of the day; but as the evening drew ioy their fears 
were ezeited> and *one of the Indians retraced his way^ in 
order to be quite sure that he was not behind among the 
islands. His 'search was fruitless,* and hoTery properly re- 
turned with the information to the fishery. Mr. M'Leod 
lost not a moment in selecting another Indian to accompany 
the same person, directing them to use the utmost vigilance, 
and holding out the promise of a considerable reward to who- 
ever should find him. With such an inducement, it was not 
likely they would leaTe any part unexamined; and, accord- 
ingly, after an absence of three or four days, they returned 
to the fishery with the assurance that he had not stopped be- 
tween their last encampment and the islands, from which the 
traverse is mnde to the south shore; on the contrary, they 
Concluded tliat he had crossed over, and made the best of his 
way to Fort Resolution. For my own part 1 mucli doubted 
this; hut, at all event.'', it %vas consolatory to know that he 
had a compassi and was not, destitute of proTision. 

Towards the end of the month, the weather became sultiy, 
the temperature in the sun being 106^; an extraordinary cbn- 
trast to that of the 17th January, when it was 70'' below 
zero. The snow was all gone, exeept that which had been 
drifted to a great depth in the narrow valleys, and under 
steep precipices; and the Ah-hel-dessy, to the westward, had 
burst its icy fetters, and opened a clear channel to the portage 
opposite the house: loons, gulls, and ducks took possession 
of the water, and seemed to contend which should make the 
most noise; some email birds also, very prettily marked, 
hovered about a short time, and then both they and the ducks 
suddenly deserted us. Akaitcho and thirty of Jiis tribe ar- 



Digitized by Google 



ov m Ascno mma* 195 

riwdt cmply-liaiMled, and were followed by ft couple of 
young ChipewyinSf who brougjit a litde dry meat from the * 
Yellow Knife River^ where one of their perty had died Irom 
want 

On the Sd Jnnei the whole of the men came in from the 
fiahery» and brougjht with them the mdaneholy tidinga^ that 
the Indiana had been at Fort Resolution without hearing any* 
thing about poor Williamioni who, it waa now eonjectured» 
muat have got bewildered among the ialanda away fiom the 
tracky or met with aorae accident so as to incapacitate him 
from making a fire, and thereby indicating his situation. «Tbe 
remains of Augustus also had been discorered'not far from ' 
the Riviere i Jean. It appeared that the gallant little fellow 
was r(>tracing his steps*to the estabtiahment, <[vhen, either ex- , 
hauated by BulTering and privation, or caught in the midst of 
an open traverse in one of those terrible snow storms which 
may be- almost aaid to blow through the frame, he had sunk 
to riae no more. * Such was the miserable end of poor Au- 
gustus! — a faithful, disinterested, kind-hearted creature, who 
had won the regard not of myself only, but I may add of Sir 
John Franklin and Dr. Richardson also, by qualities, which, 
wherever found, in the lowest as in tho highest forms of aocial 
hh, are the ornament and charm of humanity. 

These were not very cheering auspices for the eve of our 
departure; but past griefs must yield to p^psent necessities, 
and the sharpness of the feeling gradually wore off under the 
pressure of mental and bodily occupation. By the 5th June, 
I had got Mr. M'Leotl, the Indians, and all the nit-n but 
three, from the Fort- It was arranged that the forriicr, with 
a chosen party, should precede us to hunt, and shouki make 
caches of meat along the line of route, so as to save the pern- 
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mican; while the other Indiausy with part of the men, should 
isnet in dragging the baggage. One Indian wai left with 
U8 as a gqidc ; but his friends were acarcely out of sight, when 
he began deliberately to pack up, with the intention of fol- 
lowing them. This caprice, (for he had remained volunta- 
rily,) was owing, it seemed, to distrust of the constancy of 
his young wife, who was somewhere to the north; and it 
was only by threatening to discharge him altogether from 
the service, that I could prevail on him to stay. Wc had in 
vain tried every aliurenieiu to iiuluce .some Indian famiiy to 
remain and take care of the esUblislmieol durinj^the absence 
of Mr. M'Lcod: no tcnijUatioa was strong enough to entice 
the poorest among iIk^th to accept of so dangerous a trust; 
all agreeing that it would he impossible to proeure a liveli- 
hood there at this season of the year. No more convini ing 
proof can be given of the wretciied po\ertY ot the couutryj 
lor tiie people will suffer any privation short of death to ob- 
tain their favourite tobacco, ammunition, and clothing; and 
as it is acknowledged that an Indian can live where a wolf 
would starve, the neighbourhood of our residence must be a 
miserable spot indeed. I was consequently obliged to trust 
to chance for tiie safety of the papers containing the obser- 
vations, journal, drawings, and survey. A platform was 
erected in the liall, on which the remaindci of our stores 
were deposited, and carefully secured against wet, and ma- 
rauding wolvercenij. Some thii)je;s were lowered into a cellar, 
the opening of which \v;i^ cloj»ed aad nailed down. The 
stronger boxes we jflled into a heap, and covered wiUi a tar- 
paulin; and a very small quantity of brandy, which wc were 
unable to take, though not unwilling, had economy permitted, 
to drink, was buried <*fu)l five fathom" — then, and not till 
then, being coniidered safe from biped or quadruped^ Indian 
or bear. 
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It now only remained to block up the windowv and doors; 
which done, the four persona remaining with me^ including 
the guide, were laden with burdens of ninety pounds each, 
and two dogs, equipped with asddle bags, carrying meat for 
the journey; and thus appointed, I left Fort Reliance, accom- 
panied by Mr. King^ a little past noon of the 7th June* 
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CHAPTER ix. 



Rejiections.—Hult fur Ihe Night.— March resumed.— Obstacles en- 
counter til — The Bo€Usfini^ud,—E€utem ^ore qf Artillery Lake, 
—Pwnue ik» Tradi ^ Mr, M'LeoA—Tvfo Deet M,—Stimtei 
Pine»»-^EncampiiunL—IHtieyliif in traeinf our Jfoiie«.— JVewt 
jfitim H^, M*LeotL—A Siww Storm,— FireB UgkUd an a« JKUt.— 
Aanient to P0er Tajfhtj-^Bemate frtmour Oounej—Aoekknttn 
Jamoo aponeOf^Boifterow Weather.— Plunder of a Cache.'^Pind 
the runaway Guides —The Ice unsafs.— Enter upon Lake Aylmer. 
—A dense Fog.— Sand-hill Bay.— Judicial ImtgHgation.—AnimaU. 
—Musk-ox Rapid.— Join Mr. M' Leod.— Surrey of the Hirer.— in- 
diatis return with the Pf7nmkaiL—8todt qfJ'rwmomj-'A/iAidiim 
Belk,—A Bfindeer Bunt, 

« 

Tbsbb la Mmetbing exciting in the fint rtait even upon 
tn ordinary journey. Tlie basUe of preparation— the act of 

. departing, which aeema lihe a decided atep taken — the proa* 
peet of change, and conaequent atretehing out of the imagi- 

' nation — have at all timea tiie effect of atirring the bloody and 
gjlyiDg a quicker motion to the apirita. It may be conceived 
then with what aenaationa I set forth on my journey into the 
Arctic wilddmeaa. I had eacaped from the wretchedneaa of ' 
a dreary and diaaatrooa winter— from aoenea and talea of auf* 




Digitized by GoOj 



or Tarn aictic ska. 199 

I 

fering and death— Irom wearisome inaction and monotony — 
Ihmi disappointment and heart-sickening eare. Before me 
were novels and enterprise; hope, curiosity, and the love 
of adventure were my companions; and even the prospect of 
difficulties and dangers to be eneoontered, with tAe responsi- 
bility inseparable from command, instead of damping rather i 
heightened the enjoyment of the moment. In turning my | 
back on the Fort, I felt my breast lightened, and my spirit^ 
as it wer% set free again j and with a quick step, Mr. King 
and 1 (for my companion seemed to share in the feeling) went 
on our way rejoicing. 

TaJdng a northeriy direction through the woodSy we sbon 
^t into ajuoeesaion of swamps; then ascended steep rocks; 
and subsequently gained a sight of the Ah-del-dessy, which 
seemed in that part to be navi^ble^ though, from the noises 
it was eertain that a heavy fall was not far distant We pass- 
ed many sand-hillSy variegated by the arbutus plant, called, 
as I have elsewhere said, by the traders <<sao k commis," 
cranberry and crowberry. These hills were generally hem- 
med in by broken cliffs of red felspar and barren granitic 
roeks^ with here and there thick masses of snow filling up 
their chasms, or sloping from the lower parts of vertical pre- 
cipices. A few old tracks of deer were seen near them. 

The oppressive sultriness of the weather having affected 
my servant so much that he was unable to proceed, we halt- 
ed; and as we had no tent, we took op a position for the 
night on a smooth carpel of reindeer moss, under the thick 
and spreading branches of a tall pine. A few willows grow- 
ing round the margin of the small lakes we had passed were 
not so forward as those at the house, though the latter, pro- 
bably nipped by the north-eaflt winds which had latterly pre- 
vailedy had made little progress in the shooting of the cat- * 




Digitized by Google 



900 



tOVKKWr TO TKI fHOlSS 



kina; indeed, one flower only bad blown, and the greea bada 
of tbe dwarf birch were but just perceptible. Whether thit 
waa owing to the accidental lateness of the aeaaon, or to 
poYerty of ^aoil, I cannot take upon me to determine; but it 

may not be out of place to mention, that some creaa aown in 
a box, in the best earth that could be found, never came to 
perfection, at least in three weeks' trial, though it was care- 
fully kept in a warm room at nigM^ and eatposed to the aun 
during the day. The only fgnea obaefred along our route 
waa in the arbutus and the youngs fira; all besides wore the 
aomfare brown of an advanced autumn. A smart Mi of rain 
in the night reminded us that we were out of our rooma; and 
this, or, it may be, the excitement of getting away^ banish- 
ed sleep from my eyea. Ne?eirthelea8y I endeavoured to 
cheat myself, by fancying drowsiness; and had just arrived 
at the falling-off point, — a kind of misty half-consciousness, — 
when a white partridge came burring within five paces of us, 
and rang such an alarum that no fewer than three heads were 
:^iinuU<inr>otisly popped up, to diacover the cause of this un- 
welcome disturbaace. 

m 

Our march waa resumed at 3 o^dock of the foUowing 
morning, by deacending one aide and scrambling up the 
other of a very deep ravine, thickly interlaced witii under- 
wood, through which we had much trouble to get our dogs; 
but tbe greater mlafortune was the weakneaa of my aervant 
Malley, which by 6 o'clock ^ad increased so much as to 
oblige him to atop altogether. Believing that his indiapoai- 
tion was attributable to confinement and sedentaiy occupa> 
tions at the Fort during the winter, and that a few dayv 
would restore him, I requested Mr. King and one of the men 
to stay with him, using their diacretion in coming forward; 
while I, with the Indian and the remaining man,*puBhed on 
as quickly ai poaaible to ArtiUeiy Lake. • 
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Our way lay •through swamps, covered with what the In- 
dians call women's heads, which tre round hummocks of 
mo0»^M>Yered eartb/the bases of whieh are ledueed by 
aetion of the Borrottndlog water to about one-third of the 
diameter of their suifiioe^ yet atrong enough, owing to the 
fibroua roots whieh they contain, to keep upright; being, in 
abort, something 'like a large mushroom.* In crossing the 
sloppy swamp, the«lnTeUer is tempted, by their dry appear- 
ance, to step upon them; but»* unless he tread exactly on the 
centre, whieh is a matter of hiee judgment and calculation, 
they inyariably fall over, and down he«tumbles, or gets an 
awkward twiat; in either case plunging up to the knees, or 
deeper, into the swamp. My Indian was eauf^t twice, and 
ealled out '^Sass'' (Bear,) the well-known expression of his 
tribe when not inclined to be over gentle. * 

Acdivitous rocks intenrened between the swamps; and in 
going over their summits, the Ah-del-dessy was frequently 
seen working its rapid course along the base of the mountain 
range, whieh sometimes assumed ^ wildest character. The 
apace from the spot where I had left the small canoe last year 
to the first rapid out of Artillery Lake was quite open, and 
imanense quantities of ice were floating down the stream. 
The temperature was full ten degrees eolder than at the 
house; large masses of ice and snow encumbered the banks 
or borders of the roeks; and the ice on the lake had not de^ 
eayed nearly ao much as was observed at the same season of 
the year in 1821 at Point Lake, more than two degrees to the 
nordi. 

Tntlut of deer were visible at different points; and lead- 
ing from these tracks the Indians had placed rows of moss on 
the ice» to keep die timid animals in a partieular direction. 
In the evening «ve reached the bay, and found that the car- 
46 
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penters had just completed the boats, which^ connderiog the 
knotty and indifferent material of which they were constructr 
ed) did much credit to the builders.* They were precuely 
euch as I required ; being sharp at both ends^ with good beuB» 
and plenty of floor for stowage: my only appreheaslon waa ' 
that they were weak. •The one selected for the voyage waa 
thirty feet over all, and twenty-four feet keel: extra oars, 
masts, tiller, &c. were prepared, anil the bottom of the boat 
was paid over with a coating of tar.' I ought to mention, 
also, that in conformity with my directionj?, the lower pnrt 
was carvel, and the u|)})er part clinker-huih ; for as ihe car- 
penters were neillicr uf Uicm strong cuun|i;h to be included, 
however desirable it miirht have been, in the runnher of my 
picked crew for the expedition to the sea, I thou^lit that, in 
case of .((■( iilent, the former construction would be repaired 
more easily, and with less loss of time, than the latter. It 
had, besideis, this advantat!;e, that there were no overlapping- 
edg^ which might catch against the stones in the rapids. 

My first care was to despatch three smart men to assist in 
bringing up Malley; and at 4 p. m. Uie following day, the 
whole party arrived with Mr. King, who reported that his 
patient would he unable to perform any duty for several days; 
a circumstance untoward enough, when every man was re- 
quired to drag forward his allotted proportion of baggage. 
Mr. JSI'Leod had left only two days before; and, on exam- 
ining what pieces he had taken, I was rather chagrined to 
find that what remained was more than cuulil be convenient- 
ly carried by us at one trip; and as the arrangements had 
been defmitive, there was no aiUi native but to make two, 
which was, in other wai trebling the distance. The even- 
ing was passed in getting every thing ready for ovir depar- 
ture, and to each of the eight men who were to compose the 
boat's crew were given a new gun, powder-iiurn, (Xc 
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My old guide Maiifclly, with Jinother Indian, had been se- 
lected to show us the nearest cuts, and now pruniised to hunt 
a little a-head of us. Accordingly, at 3 30' a. m. of the 10th 
of June, the hir^;er boat 'was dragged about three quarters of 
a mile through a luilf-dry swamp, and over some rocks to 
Artillery l.ikr^, where she was placed firmly on ruiiiicra plated 
with iroii, aiitl ill awn over the ice by U'. o nita and six fine 
dogs. The smaller boat was launched into a pool, where 
she would be quite safe until required in the autumn.' By 8 
A. M. each man had his runner laden wiili sometbing less 
than a hundred pounds weight; when leaving Mr. King to 
superintend the transport of what yet remained, I took the 
party forward, intending to send them back so soon as we 
'had attained the appointed distance; which, for the accom- 
pliibment of my object, would not be leaa than from six to 
nine miles. The scene was new to every one but myself, 
and I took care to encouiag^ the mirth whieh the grotesque 
and awkward attitudes of slipping people continually excited. 
The runners appeared to slide easily, and for half an hour a 
htiak pace was kept up. By degrees, howeTer^ it slaekened^ 
on scoount of the badness of the ice, which was literally n 
bed of angular spikes^ of many shapes and sizesi but all so 
sharp as to make mere walking a most painful and laborious 
operation. Prom the same cause the runners were also peel- 
edf or otherwise much injured; snd it was eAsy to foresee 
their speedy destruction, unless timely messures were adop^ 
ed to prevent it Iron seemed to be the only eflectua! d^ 
fence, but we had none lei^ except one large saw, which it 
was thought might snswer, if the carpentera could manage to 
cut it into the proper breadths and lengths. 

Our prospect of reaching the portage of the Thlew<iee>choh 
on the ice depended entirely on the soundness of our tacktei 
and this early ssaault on the wood showed me the neeessi^ 
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of devinng some method of protecting it, either with the mw, 
or» fiuliog that, with reindeer hom^ boDe8» or binders of 
birch. We halted^ eonsequentlys at the end of m miles; 
end the people, after e couple of boors' rest, retnraed to Mr. 
Kiogf who was desired to set the carpenters immediately to 
work about the saw, aad to join me as soon as conyenient 
with the rest of oor provision. This^ indeed, made the bulk 
of our baggage; iSur in senrices like this only m very limited 
wardrobe can be allowed; and having set the ezampJe of 
taking only one change of linen, flannels, and a few pair of 
moccassins for my own use, the others were, of course, 
obliged to submit to a 6orreq|K>ndent limitation. 

The eetlem shore of Artillery Lake, which we now fol- 
lowed, was less rocky than its opposite, being conipoaed 
principally of smooth rounded hills, covered with verdure 
and large stones, many of which were ranged on the sum- 
mits, presenting a bold contrast to the yellow sky behind. 
During the night the thermometer fell to £8^; and in the 
morning (June 11th) I took a stroll with my gun, with the 
double object of procuring^ if possible, a change of food, and 
observing what eflect the early sun would have upon the lee. 
In the first, I failed; but as to the second, I succeeded in con- 
vincing myself that it would be injurious to the men, and 
very soon "knock up the dogp, to persist in travelling through 
the heat of the day; and that it would be better, therefore, 
to reverse the order of marching and rest, and to take advan- 
tage of the fresh air of the night In the afternoon Mr. 
King and his party arrived, having succeeded in converting 
the pit saw to the purpose required. All were immediately 
at work in shoeing their respective runners; after which, 
having rested until 9 f. m., we started agun. 

To husband the pemmican, which, from the want of other 




Digitized by Gopgle 



OF TBM ABCTIC SKA. 



provision, was already in consuni|)tion, I was desirous of fol- 
low liiii, ih nearly a« possible, the track of Mr. M'Lead, who 
had been instructed lu puL conspicuous marks wherever he 
had made a cache for us. But, as this would necessarily lead 
U9 round all the bays of the main shore, and greatly increase 
the distance and fatigue of the journey, I determined on un- 
dertaking it myself, with one man selected for the purpose, 
leaving directioQS with Mr. King to proceed with the boat, 
&c in a straight line from point to point, until he ahould see 
signals to guide him to the caches, or to ftoeunp. The air 
was keen, even to freesipg; the ice hard, and filing to the 
feet Indeed, the aenaation was like that of treading on 
aharp palisades: but the rooners now aUpt smoothly oyer it, 
and opposed considerablyless resbtance to the men, who be- 
gan to talk of carrying heavier loads, so as to avoid the 
fetigue of returning Ibr the baggage left behind at every en- 
campment The land had a uniform and uninteresting out- 
line, with here and there a dark cluinp of pinea, though theae 
began now to be less frequent Afker four hours' brisk walk- 
ing in the night,— but not in the dark, for it was quite light 
all the time,<*«^e stopped at the month of a small river, the 
banks of which it was tfaou{^t might produce a little wood; 
and on inspecting some recent marks, the place waa found to 
have been an encampment of Mr. M'Leod. The sun rose 
at 8 15' A« M. due north by compass. ' The boat arrived 
safely, but aomehow or other the men had contrived to break 
the runner; ao having harnessed the dogs to single sledges, 
they were despatched to the carpenters with orders to take 
the present and only opportunity of supplying themsdves 
with what wcKid might be required for the reparation of the 
sledges, &e. By 10 a. m. all the things were brought 

■ 

During our march five deer and some geese had been seen, 
but no otiter animal, except two mice, which were making a 
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rather hazardous traverse across the ice; one little adventurer 
of the same family was found dead, (apparently drowned,) 
at the distance of a full mile from the nearest land. I had 
been trying for a trout in the river, and happening to espy 
in the sand an old copper kettle, much bruised, I had Uie 
curiosity to take it up; and hearing something rattle within, 
I had It forced open, when it was found to contain thirty- 
four haXla, ft file broken into three pieces, an awl, a fire-steel, 
and a crooked knife. This, to an Indian valuable property, 
had apparently been thrown away, according to the cuttom 
unfortunately prevailing with that people, either aa an expi- 
atory sacrifice for some cialamity, or aa a token of extreme 
affliction for the loss of a wife or child. At 9 p. m., fhe boat's - 
runners haying been repaired, and the dogs' feet eased witfi 
leather shoes, we recommenced the route; and soon aftov 
wards being attracted by some stones ])iled upon an island^ 
from which bits of moss laid in a line led to the sboref I ex- 
pected to have diacovered a cache; but my attendant (a half- 
breed) and I sought in vain for the wished-for treasure: we 
saw, indeed, an Indian^eneampment, where a deer had been 
killed, and the traces of a sledge near the shore, and hence 
surmised that our store had been pilfered. Before morning, 
however, we were compensated for the disappointment by 
the acquisition of two deer, shot by Sinclair and Taylor. 

June 13th. — The few trees now met with were stunted 
pines, frnni three to six feet high, spreading much at the 
base or ntjar Uic root, and generally dead at the top. They 
were seen only oa suml-hiils, near small rivulets, or (very 
rarely) on some moist declivity. The double trips fatigued 
the people so nluch, that I acquiesced in their request to be 
permitted to take additional burdens, and travel more slowly, 
on condition, however, that they were to make good a greater 
distance each journey; and at the usual how tilis plan was 
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pat into execution, and appeared likely to auswer. Some 
marks led us to a cache; and a^ain, at midaight, we found a 
second, the meat of which I caused to be placed on the ice, 
so that the mam party might not be drawn aside from their 
course. 

The eastern land now became hrokcn into hays so irre^u- 
Inr in their form as to lend us more than once astray, and oc- 
casion some difficulty in finding the right track; indeed, the 
cotUinued absence of Manfclly ;infl his companion was what 
1 had not calculated upon, though 1 still hoped they would ' 
be found at an appointed place, near the entrance of the next 
river. 

We encamped this day (June 14) at the ppint of a largQ 
opening leading to the eastward, and the greater |m>portioo 

of the men came up in tolerably good eonditioilt eoondering 
the badness of the ice» the spikes of which were jnst soft 
enough to allow the runners to cut through, instead of sliding 
over it, increasing thereby the labour of getting along. It 
was past noon when the carpenters, who were always the last, 
arrived; one of them was so affected by the glare of the ice 
as to he almost unable to see, and would fiiin have excused 
himself on that account from taking any share in the work. 
Hf had, however, brought the evil on himself by not kecp- 
iii*^ pace with his comrades in the night march, which he 
could well have done, as he had a much lighter load to drag, 
and his strength was unimpaired; so, notwithstanding his 
complaints, he was obliged to take hold of a cord made fast 
to his brother's sledge, and to drag his burden as nsu.d. 
Iiidt'cd, M]in ainishness is little heeded in such travelhng as 
thiSj atui shirkmg is (piite out of the ([ucstion. I could not 
dispense with the duty of a single individual, as an exact 
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distribution had been made of the baggage, from wliieh any 
(ievuition might have seriously affected our future operations: 
each day's distance, moreov er, was marked out, and it was 
only by a rigid observance of these arranii;ements that I 
could expect to reacii Uie Thlew-ee-choh on the ice. In 
short, in my case, as I have elsewlierc said, pity for tcnijjo- 
rary ailment* might be felt, but was not to be. expressed; the 
restraint, however painful, being absolutely indispensable. 

In the course of the night the weather became overcast 
and threatening; and being perplexed as to the m osL direct 
route, from the seeming continuity of the land to the cast- 
ward, as well as the deep bays and strange sand-hills in the 
same quarter, I made for two dark points that stood out 
boldly from the opposite western shore, in the conviction th^t 
the track would either be found there, or that I should recog- 
nise some objects which might lead me to it. The sky 
was extremely lowering, with a cold nunherly wind; and a 
small sleet falling, made tJic ice so slippery tliat tlic dogs 
were much fagged. The point?, when reached, pruvcd not 
to be islands, as I had conjectured, but the extreme promon- 
tory of an extensive bay. I therefore ascended the highest 
hill near mc, and perceived that we were actually on the 
western main shore; though, so great is the difierenoe be- 
tween a summer and winter prospect, and ao deceptive an 
appearance does the snow give to heights, that I eould not, 
by any strain of memoiy, recollect the outline of a single 
part, the whole being, in fact, entirely changed. Nerertfae- 
less, we were fortunate enough to hit upon the right course; 
andf after some hard walking, were stopped by a ridge or 
barrier of ice and a lane of water, which compelled us to 
make a long d6tour before the line of routo could be re- 
covered. In doing this, we gpt ssight of two sand-bil]% 
which I remembered; and about 4 a. iCi, June ISth^ we en* 




Digitized by Googlie 



OF THE ABCTIC 809 

f 

camped under the fliidter of a high rocky hill, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the river, at which we expected to find 
the Indiana. Had they been with us, much of the late 
tedious and unaatiifactory mtrch would have been avoided, 
greatly to the benefit of the feet of all the party ; for this con- 
liQual waildng on spikes was certainly doing severe penance, 
and most sensiUy did we ieel that two thirds or more of the 
original distance was yet to be perfcHnned. 

Snow showers ushered in the morning; and, when these 
cl .11 ( i] off, it was seen that we were on the borders of a 
swain {), caused bv the melting of the snow from the upper 
lands., %\ Inch, iVuni the jE;roun(! iiiidrmeath being frozen, col- 
lected iiilo pools, that slowly disciiai ^jjed themselves into the 
lake. There was not the least sign of vegetation, tor the 
sua as yet exerted little influence over the cold and barren 
soil. Diviiie isii vice having been performed to the men as- 
sembled in the tent, the journey was resumed by the line of 
the river. A partiaf channel in its centre induced me and 
my attendants to keep to the right bank, which, though it < 
receded totheeastward, offered nevertheless, somewhat higher 
upi a shorter eat to the other ride, the river at the place 
where we were being of oonriderable width. The channel, ' 
however, led us much farther round than we anticipated, 
and finally ended near a small rapid, which my party forded; 
bat as a serious loss of time would have attended the attempt 
to follow us, I hastened back, and directed the boat and 
. sledges to return to the mouth of the river, and go along its 
western bank. In the meantime my parly kept to the right, 
and, on their way, saw occimonal traces of Indians, at placet 
where they had been fishing. The ice was more or less 
decayed, and riielved from the banks, where It was four feet 
thick, becoming much honey-combed towards the middle, 
where it dipped into the open water of the narrow channel 
97 
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forniecl by the current. Walking, therefore, was p:\inrul 
aiul dangerous; for so slippery was the surface, that Uie 
nicest cautiou was rccjuireil to keep our footing, and a single 
false step would have sent us sliding into the stream. As 
lome defence to the soles of the feet, I placed pieces of un- 
dreased buffalo skin with the hair on between two pair of 
mocciaaim and ^Ihick Uanket socki, and obtained by thia 
meana aenalble relief; though, even then, Peter Pindtr'a 
pilgrims, and the happy thought of <^ilingthe peas,'^ pre- 
aented themaelvea more viyidly to my imagination, than 
they had ever done before. 

About 1 A. M. of the l6th»*on turning a point* we dtseem- 
ed in front of tia the uaoal mark of piled stonea, and aoon in- 
creased our store with two deer/ a quantity juat enough Cor 
«8 many daya' jcooaumption. « I learned Irom a note^ that Mm* 
M<Leod% party were living upon the chance of the day* 
feaating or faatiog^ as it might happen^ with seldom en«M]{^ 
and never tpo much; but this waa the fifth cache he had 
made, so that we had passed two unnoticed.* For^-under the 
circumstances which have been mentioned) could this be 
« wondered at, thought aa may easily be beUeved» a keen look- 
out had been kept Deer, it was added, were scarce; but 
the Indians held out hopes of overtaking large herds in the 
oourse of a few days, and for that purpose intended to make 
ft straight route to the next lake, keeping along its western 
shore, in which line I should find whatever they were fortu- 
nate enough to kiU. 

» The many •interruptions of the ice, over which the boat 
had to be dragged, caused frequent delays,* and it waa lata 
before she came up. Here, tliercfore, wc encamped; and 
after a short repose, proceeded to caulk the boat in severtl 
parts, to prepare her for the water, which was now suffi- 
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cientlf unobrtnicted to admit of her being towed iloog 
ahore. 

The morning was gloomy in the evtremey and anow fell ao 
thick aa to eover the hiHs again with their wintry garment 
By 5 p. K. the boat was ready> launched, and every tiling 
atowed in her^ the bow and ateeraman alone remaining on 
board) while the othera hauled her along with a tracking line. 
The water waa a great deal lower than in the autumni ao tha^ 
on arriving at the firat rapid, some trouble and waste of time 
were experienced in aacending ita contracted and furiona tor- 
rent Once the boat grounded, the Kne broke, and only by 
jumping out waa the bowman enabled to aave her from being 
driven on the roeka; and such was the immense force of the 
water, that it waa not until she was lightened of her cargo that 
the men succeeded in hauling her up. In doing this, th^ 
were obliged to pass along the margin of the ice nearest the 
stream; and, though five others had (Innn so in safely, yet 
the aixth (Carron) broke through, and sunk over head: hia 
next companion fortunately looked behind him at the mo- 
ment, and on his re-appearance instantly seized him by the 
arm, and saved him from being swept away by the current 
The weather, always cold and gloomy, soon became squally, 
which, at about 9 p. m., settled into a storm of alcet and wet 
anow, coming from ahead, which, driving upon our faces, so 
injured our eyes that we were frequently compelled to turn 
round to shelter and recruit them. A second rapid waa 
^ned, and, the channel about it being interrupted by ice, 
the former plan of dragging the boat on runners was again 
resorted to. In less than an hour, a third rapid made it ne- 
cessary again to launch her, which having surmounted, we 
got fairly on the lake, not far from the island where, last 
season, I had made my cache of pemniican. It was here 
that I depended on iiadiug our two Indians; and, as they 
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might be rither asleep or hunliiie;, I encamped, to give them 
• an opportunity of si > ine; the white tent, whichj on the barren 
landfly was a conspicuoua ol^ect 

The thermomntcr stood at 33°, with snow, and a raw cold 
wind that pierced through us in spite ot' cloaks or blankets. 
It was two o'clock in the morniug; and, as I had not yet 
dined, certain internal gnawmgs began to intimate the pro- 
priety of supplyini^ the organs of digestiuu with some occu- 
paLiun which mif;ht keep them from quarrelling among them- 
selves. Oh ! Uiought I, for a cheerful fire, and a warm com- 
fortal)lc meal! Accordingly, having managed to collect a 
beggarly account of wet branches, we applied ourselves, with 
laudable zeal, to ignite and blow them into a flame. The 
moss and shrubs were saturated, and would not burn; but it 
was fondly imagined that, by dint of perseverance and reliev- 
ing each other quickly, the dwarf birch might be importuned 
into a blaze. We puffed, and it amoked — again, and it llght- 
od-^etill more^ and it went out: the puffing wis renewed— 
it looked cheeriii], and wanted only a Utile more coaxing. 
«The least thing in the worid,^* said one, blowing gently, 
though at the distance of a yard. <<Mind what you're 
thoatt" cried anotiier,— "there! it will g^ out,— suit's all 
over.'' ^'Oh! get out of the way, let me eome^'' bawled a 
third; and thrusting himself forward, applied himself to the 
work widi such vigour and force of lungs, that the few em- 
bers yet living flew scattered about like the sparks of an ex- 
ploded craeker. '*We cannot make a fire," said my servant 
to me, who had been latterly a passive though not an unin- 
terested spectator of the proceeding; <'but I have brought 
you mie pemnUean and aMiOe cM water. Sir.'' 

As the Indians did not make their i^peanmce by the Ibl- 
lowtag pooD, the men were sent to lig|bt laige fires with the 
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moM, which by that time was dry on the neigbbouHog hills; 

ft well-understood signal, which, if they were within Sight, 
would immediaiely bring them in. I watthe mom anxious 
about this, as, without their assistance, on a h]ic of such 
magoitude as the one before us, and so full d intricaeies as 
to have more than once, on the expedition of last year, be- 
wildered Maufelly himself, we could not hope to find the 
way correctly, at least without vexatious delays and many 
useless perambulations. In summer there would have been 
perhapts little difficulty; but it was now like a strange coun- 
try, for so complete is their transformation that the natives 
themselves, accustomed as they are to the character of the 
country, sometimes go astray. To liav(> followed the main 
western shore would have greatly increased the distance, and, 
indeed, wotild not have answered, since the Thlew-ee-choh 
lay to the eastward of north, and at a part where the traverse 
is so wifle that a free horizon intervenes between the oppo- 
site shores. T iider tiiese circumstances I determined, if Uie 
Indians shuuid not come, to make as straight a course as was 
consisU lit with the bends and windings of the land. To give 
them a lurlher chance, for it never entt k 1 into my iniugiuu- 
Uon that they had deserted us, I remained all night; and this 
the more readily, as the weather was so cold as tu make it 
desirable to court tlic pale sunshine of the day. 

At length, wearied w ith waiting, we conimenced the jour- 
ney nt 10 A. M. of tlic 18th June, in tlie accustomed line 
of riKii rli, except that I now preceded as guide, having de- 
puled others to look out for the caches. The thermometer 
at 36% with a strong N. W. gah- )»lowing, made it necessary 
to defend the eyes from the sharp drift that beat upon them; 
and going entirelv from memory (for, dei)ending on t)ie In- 
dians, I had not tiiought it worth while to bring my last year's 
survey,) i can ascribe it only to good fortune thai 1 iiit upon 
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the rig^i course, in a part so narrow that the eumnty which 
was perceptible, had already forced an open passage. Oa 
the borders of this narrow 'grew a few straggling willows, 
and I had nearly run ag;^inst one before I perceived a note 
for me stuck into a notch of a projecting branch. It was to 
apprise us that two caches had been made in a bay just passed;' 
and, although I thought it likely they would be picked up 
by those behind, yet, to avoid disappointment, I sent Peter 
Taylor, one of my party, with the note to Mr. King. lie, 
wishing to shnrtrn his dist;\ncc, ventured on some dark ice 
(at tllis season n^enrriiUy rotten), which gave way; aiid, hut that 
he was a very at iivi fellow, and kept hold of his gun, which 
stretched across liie hole, and so prevented his going under, 
he would certainly have perished. Mr. King found one of 
- the caches, and despatched a couple oi light bands after the 
other. 

It was easier to launch the hoat, and pull her as far as the 

narrow went (ahout a quarter of a mile), than to drag her 
along the shelving slips of ice on the banks: this done, she 
was again placed on the runners, ready for the following day; 
after which we encamped. *A flork of c;ocsc, some gulls, and 
two loon? were playing about in the o])i;n water/hut c iutious- 
ly remained far out of shot -A partridge that 1 shnf was 
quite white, tliough those ahout Slave Lake, near tlie Forty 
were partly brown before we left • 

' The night was bleak and cold, with the same N. W. gale, 
accompanied by showers of sleet and snow; and so thick and 
forbidding was the morning of the 19th, that we did not at- 
tempt to move before noon, when, encouraged by a gleam of . 
stray sunshine, we determined on setting forward. Accord- 
ingly, Mr. King went to direct the men, who were a little 
apart from us, to get ready ^ and, to bis surprise, found them 
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- allMug under their blankeU, quite unconscious of the march 
of time. We were soon offj;. butmet with greatinconvenicncc, 
u well M hazard, io coniequence of the snow having fallen 
in such quantities as to render the good and bad ice undis- 
tinguiahable, and reduce it to a lottery whether we fell 
through or aot Luckily^ nothing more important befell us 
than an occasional dip up to the kneea; and, as a set-off, 
marks, stretching far out on the ice, led us to two fine buck 
decTy which had been ahot by Mr. M'Leod himaelt 

I was not At all certain of the route at this point, remember- 
ing that last year we had gone astray hereabout; and after a 
tedioua march of doubt and perplexity, I ascended a hill, and 
lUaeorered that we were too far to the eastward. The 
course waa therefore changed six points, though upon no 
better ground than personal recollection^ which, for the rea- 
son before stated, viz. the altered appearance of the countiyy 
waa but vague and indistinct The spot where we were 
aeemed to be about equally diataot from the nummna in- 
dentations of the land, in any one of which the course might 
lie, and the great similarity in the outline of which made it 
difficult to select one in preference to another; indeed, our 
oldest voyagenrs conffssed themselves unable to deterraine 
. "whif*!! wns most liki 1\ to be right. In this uiicert-ainty I 
made lor a bluff bearing N. W. ; and, tinding no passage 
at its base, I ascended another high hill, whence I saw a 
black linr of open water, which appeared to come from the 
direction of the narrows leading into Clinton-Colclen Lake. 
This supposition was soon after agreeably conhrjned by the 
discovery, near the spot which I have before described as 
the Deer Pass, of a rich cache, containing; more than three 
whole animals, witii a note written bv Thomas Haswel, a 
pure Indian, who had been educated iil Ued River, and en- 
gaged by me as an interpreter. 
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The water and wind togjrther -luul 90 wasted the ice near 
the bank here, that not unfrequently we had to lift the boat 
and sledges over dry stones and rivulets lo to the next 
sheet; and the sheets themselves were so rotten, tiiat on one 
occasion James Spcnce fell through, and got a complete duck- 
ing before he could be pulled out. But the worst was, that 
this rough highway strained the ninners; several of which 
were already in so indifierent a plight, that we should have 
thrown them away, if we could in any way have supplied 
their place. However, the people worked cheerfully, and 
at <sh. 40ni. j>. m. we cncampedi and immediately set about 
repairing Uic runners. 



As we were now about to traverse Clinton-Colden Lake, it 

was materia], not only to t)nr comfort, but to our successful 
progress, that we should have line weatlicr; and many a look 
was cast to windward to read our fortune in the face of na- 
ture. ]Jul the N. W. gale continued unabated; and the 
morniiiii; of the 20th was .scjually, dark, and cold, with heavy 
showers, wliit )i coiitributcd more than any thing to the de- 
caying of Uie ice, and making it unfit for travelling 011. 
There was no change at noon; but as every hour was of con- 
sequence, an eflort \vas made to head the gaie, vs lui h was 
with ditriciilty ai.cumj)lished, UiC boat being driven greatly 
to leeward, even w ith the assistance of extra men bearing up 
against her. The ice was exceedingly rotten, and twice all 
but sunk Willi us, (for in this stale it does not break short,) 
a danger which we endeavoured to avoi<l by l uiuiuig quickly 
and with a lii;ht step over it. The sledges, though heavier, 
were in less danger, because covering a laiger bpace. 

I took a direction more wj^'ilcrly than that of Maufelly hi*t 
year, hoping by so doing to siiorleJi the way; in fact, it w is 
matter of mere chance whether, even if 1 tried, 1 sliould 
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ffieeeed in tneiog hit route through a labyrinth of iaianda; 
80 that I rathe»tnisted to the eompaas and my generU reeol- 
leotion for groping out the way. In the meantime^ the 
weather got worse^ and the assistance of eyeiy man was re- 
quired for the boat, Mr. King taking charge of some of the 
sledges. Nor was it without the most laborious, or, as they 
called it, killing exertions, that she was at length hauled t» 
a shelter under the lee of a rock, which, though it aeemed 
at the distance like the boundary of a bay, was found to open 
upon a large expanse of lake. As it was now about full 
moon, we looked for a favourable change of the weather, not 
without some anxiety; for I was apprehensive that, with the 
constant drenchings and fatigue together, two or three of the 
weaker hands might be laid up. But the night was more 
boisterous than ever, and never was seen a more gloomy 
sky tlian that which ushered in Midsummer" s-daj. It was 
of a lead en -gray colour, with horizontal streaks of Uirty brick- 
red clouds — cxrept to the north, where, in strong contrast 
with the coid whiLeae&s on which it rested, were accumu- 
lated, in one black mass, all the horrors of an hyperborean 
winter. Uail, snow, uml rain pelted lis, one after the other, 
for some time wilhoui respite, aiid ihen only yielded to 
squalls that overturned the tent. I watched till noon for some 
propitious omen, but watched in vain; so, having encouraged 
the men to stick to their work, we again tried what could 
be done, though with little expectation of making more than 
afewmJlea. At thia part the lake was ao wide, that between 
the openings of the land there was every where a dear ho* 
riaon. With alternate qiella and haltinga to rest, we gradu* 
ally adFanced on the traverse; and were really making reap 
aonahle progress, when pelting showers of sleet and drift 
dimmed and eonfuaed the sight, so as to render it an ex- 
tremely perplexing taak to keep even near the course. To- 
wards evening it cleared to windward, and ahowed us an 
88 
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ialaodf whicb» (bough parti j covered with snow, I thoug^it I 
remembertd. Aecordingly, we went tiiere^ and were gmh 
tified by obaenring some marks which remored any.donbt 
about the 'route. The boat arrired late, and the men comr 
plained of being tired. "Howerer," eaid the poor ieUows, 
^<we should not mind that, if the sun would only shbe for 
us to dry our clothes.^' Fatigued as they were, tiie marks 
were followed; but, in this instance, the caehe had been plan* 
dered*<4>y whom was never discovered. 

A break now and then in the sky gave some token of a 
change, and by midnight the wind bad mnch abated; but it 
was only to rage and howl with more violence as the sun 
rose, bringing along with it *sqow and sleet so thick as to 
darken the atmosphere, and limit our view to a few paces 
before us. In short, it was more like a dreary day of De- 
cember than of midsummer.' It was impossible to move; 
and being Sunday, (32nd June,) divine service was read in 
the tent, where, to the credit of the men it should be men- 
tioned, notwithstanding the wet and discomfort to which 
they were exposed, they all came shaved and clean. . 

*At length the gale wore itself out, and long lulls, with 
now and then a feeble moan, showed that its strength was 
nearly spent* Nevertheless, the morning of the 33d of 
June was unpromising and dull; but as the distant land was 
visible, I lost not a moment in starting. It was from this 
island that, in our autumnal excursion, we had been com- 
pelled to make two or three tours of islands and bays before 
our guide had been able to discover the hidden passage of 
the Sand Hill, connecting this lake with the next. The 
farthest land was seen about N.W. by N. at an immense dis- 
tance; and though the line, was to n!l appearance perfectly 
continuous, yet from an impression that on the former occa- 
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lioii we had kept to the left, I now made for the S. W. ; and, 
having traveroed • wide opening, suddenly came «pon fresh 
Btarhs that pointed to the horns of reindeer fixed on the top 
of a heap of stones. Mr. M'Leod, it seemed, had left only 
on the ISthy having been detained by collecting the meat, 
which, notwithstanding his care, had suffered no inconndera^ 
ble mutilation from the wt^vea. The'cache was most wel- 
, tome, as, but for this seasonable supply^ we must have 
• opened the pemmican that night It consisted of deer and 
musk OX) both very poor, and the latter strongly impreg- 
nated with the odour to which it owes its name/ This was 
so disagreeable to some of the party, that they declared tliey 
would rather starve three days than swallow a mouthful; 
which coining to my knowledge, though not spoken with- 
in my hearing, I thought it right to counteract the feel> 
ing, and accordingly ordered the daily rations to be served 
from it for our own mess as well as theirs, and took 
occasion to impress on their minds the injurious con- 
sequences of ^ohintary abstinence, and tlie necessity of 
accommodating their tastes to such food as the country might 
supply. 

The similarity of the extensive openings right and left 
made me again heaitate where to direct my steps; but, aware 
of the deception arising from overlapping points, I ultimaUih 
ly persevered in my tirst idea, though against the opinion 

of my party, who thought we were going into a bay; nor, 

indeed, was I by any means certain, until some rotten ice, 
and a lane of open water following, indicated the narrow of 
which we were in search. Al! floubt on this score was soon 
removed by a b>ng Hne of maik-i leading to another cache, 
which, Willi tlie former one, made a total of eleven animals 
to-day. The weather was now clear and wairm, the ther- 
mometer being 66° in the sun, and 54^ in the shade; so that 
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not only were the dogs panting from heat, but bb the snow 
w«8 mide ^ushy, and the surface of the ice aofiened^ there 
was great difiedty in dragging the boat along at aU. How- 
ever» by 9 f. m* the wiiole party eame upy and we en» 
camped. 

The tent was not well up before the report of a gpin on 
Uie opposite shore attracted our attention to two Indiansi^ 
whoy on a nearer approach^ proved to be the runaway 
guides. They were the bearers of a note from Mr. M'Leod, 

who very properly insisted on their returning to me imme- 
diately. Their story- to him was, that being ordered by me 
to hunt a little in advance, and finding no traces of deer» 
they could not resist the temptation of accompanying some 
of their friends whom accident threw in their way; and as 
for my requiring a guide, they never so much as thought it 
possible, because I had always my «>]ittle sun/' meaning the 
compass, which I had only to ask, to be ioibrmed of the 
direction of any part of the country. 



June 24th. — A warm day was so peat a novelty, and so 
much needed, that I rested, for the purpose of enabling the 
men to dry their clothes and blankets; and getting observa- 
tions myself for time and latitude. To collect a few willows 
that were growing ofl the opposite side it was necessary to 
cross the d^troii; and the strength of the ice being unequal, 
owing to the under current, several of tlie {)arty broke 
through, and, amongst others, Mr. Kin^ who fortunately 
recovered himself, however, before his chronometer touched 
the writer. Towards evening distant thunder was heard; 
nnd though the brnpze had blown from the S.E. , an appear- 
ance of steely dark clouds tti the N. W, intiniatpd tlvat rain 
might be expected from tiiai qu irter. Accordingly, just as 
we started at 8h« 15m. p. m, there was a brisk shower, but 
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witliottt thunder or lightning. The decayed aqd unsafe 
state of the ice rendered it advisable to launch the boat, and 
tratoaport the baggage to the next solid piece, which was a 
little beyond the conical mound called the Sand Hill. Op- 
posite to this sand-hill above fifteen Indians and their fami- 
lies were encamped: they formed a part of those whom we 
had supplied with ammunition and other articles, to help 
them to make the best of the summer; bift so proverbially 
improvident are these miserable people, that nearly the 
whole which they had received was already lost or expend- 
ed; a few had two or three charges of powder and ball, but 
by far the greater part had to depend on their bows and 
arrows or the uncertain chance of fishing. We were in- 
formed by them, that many of the Yellow Knives and 
Chlpewyans, who were carrying our pemmican to the 
Thiew-ee-choh, had either eaten or made way with a con- 
siderable portion of it; not by reason of any deficiency of 
provision, since they had abundance, but from sheer indo- 
lence or wantonness. Our guides also again annoyed us by 
H their mulish conduct; for though directed to hold themsdves 
in readiness to accompany us, when the moment of depar- 
ture came one was absent hunting, and tlic ot)ier was quietly 
lounging on the bank, wrapped in his blanket^ and smoking 
his pip% with all imaginable unconcern. I ordered him^ 
with some signs of impatience and displeasure, to equip 
himself, and come with me ^^thout delay, which order was 
silently obeyed after we had been kept waiting a full hour. 

As for the other absentee,^ I threw the responsibility of 
his conduct on his old father, making him answerable for 
the appearance of his son, within tlie next forty-eight hours, 
with the bag of pemmican which had been entrusted to his 
care. Nor did I entertain the least doubt that the requisi* 
tioD would be punctually complied with, as he well knew 
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that in default he would thenceforth be scouted from our es- 
tablishment. Indeed, experience had taught me the advan- 
tage of assuming and maintaining an air of superiority over 
the Indians. There is no need of unkuidnts^ ui severity; 
all that is required is a steady Armness, and never overlook- 
ing an attempt at deception, however plausible. No people 
scrutinize more narrowly the behaviour of those with wliom 
they have to deal; and if they once perceive that they can- 
not lie or equivocate witiiout detection, they will cease to 
make the aUempt, though, from a natural propensity to 
falsehood and the habitual character of their speech, they 
will do 80 to a stranger most gratuitously. 

Our guide led us in a tortuous direction, among tlie black 
and rotten ice, and frequently halted to try its strength by 
pressing on it with his feet, or striking it with the handle 
t of an axe; bat such OYet station — ^proper enough, if we had 

time — ill aeeorded with my anxiety to get quickly forw^: 
and on mich occasions afterwards, Peter Taylor (a half- 
breed) boldly led the way across any suspected place. Still, 
constant impediments presented themselves in some shape 
or other, from open water, ice, or snow; hut all were hap* 
pily surmounted: and when we had made a short portage 
across a point of land, we came to another cache containing 
five mus^ oxen and a deer. The latter only was taken, the 
remainder being left to be converted into dried mea^ for the 
supply of Mr. M'Leod's party on their return. 

. We now entered upon Lake Aylmcr, and made for a 
detached and rounded mass of rock forming an island in the 
distance. Here we would gladly have stopped, had there 
heen moss enough to make a fire; but this not being the case, 
the route was continued, at a rate that made me wonder 
what had called forth this sudden and extraordinary spirit of 

t 
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emulation. I was obliged to jnit my Hcst }vir lorwarfl to 
keep up at allj and, when we halted lor encamping, 1 wiped 
my brow, and asked where the deer were which wo had 
been chasing, or why they had started ofl'at lull speed, as if 
the "manito," or evil genius, had been behind them? After 
a pause, and looking at eacii oLhcr, the Indian said he thought 
Taylur was trying how fast he could walk, and Taylor said 
he was sure the Indian ^v•ished to puss him, which he was 
determined he shotdd not do; so that it seemed I had been 
assisting at a foot match; and the people behind were four 
hours in coming up to us. Pa>sing .show era had fallen during 
the march; but when the wind died away into a calm, the 
nun fell in torrents, and the under-stratum of soil being 
firoaen emy hollow was tnuiifoniMBd into a pool of water, 
the aceumulation of which overflowing in a thousand little 
rills gradually uodermined the tent, which, unfortunately, 
had been pitched on a declivity, and finally iasiniating 
themaelvea between the blankets^ awoke me in the middle 
of a first nap. The aun had not risen, or at least was not 
▼ittble, and I much question if the most ri^d Mussulman 
would have enjoyed so early an ablution. Nevertheless my 
companion, Mr. King^ seemed to heed neither rain nor 
flood; for having espied a herd of deer' on an adjacent hill, 
he composedly put on a blue cloak and set ofl" after them; 
and thou^ he got no deer, he brought back some fine 
plover. 

« 

The 25tb was dark and gloomy, but our stray Indian 
fiuled not to come in with the pemmican. A fog, that had 
been more or less prevalent for the last fourteen hours, be- 
came rather thicker as night drew on; but having now my 
glides, and judging that the men would sufler less in travel- 
ling than irom h'ing inactive in their wet clothes, I started 
at 10 F. M. The Indians, always timorous, kept close along 
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the land, and Axed us constantly amongst the bad and unsafe 
Ice, which now resembled spikes from two to three inchea 
liiriii; Slides were soon perforated, as well as the pieces of 
reindeer skin with the hair on which had been fa»if ne l 
round them as a slight protection to the feet The p;!rty 
with the boat very wisely kept fnrther out, and had eoiise- 
quently better ice, the surface of which was like a bed of 
madrepores, except tiiat tlie upper edges were considerably 
sharper. 

About midnijrht the guides hesitated to proceed, on account 
of the dense fog: tlicy thout^hl Ihey had already erred, and 
affected to be fearful of misleading mej but to this pretence 1 
quickly put an end by directing the route with the compass. 
It must be confessed that the tzaTeUing wis by no means . 
agreeable; for to my nothing of the darkness, the fog almost 
wet us through^ creating a chill which exercise was unable lo 
overcome. 

A wild rocky point which we made I recognised as one of 
my last year's encamping places, and was not a little glad to 
find that wc were within one march of Sand Hill Bay, 
where our labours on this lake would terminate. About a 
mOe further we stopped, and the boat anived at 7 a. k. of 
the 86th. 

Throu^out the whole of this day not a gleam of sunshine 
came to cheer our spirits or dry our wet clothes; on the eon- 
trary^ we^had a weary continuation of gloomy weather, and 
rain in torrents.* The night was yet more forbidding* and 
when the usual time of departure came we could not distin- 
guish objects a hundred yards off. Under such cireumstancea 
to continue the route was impossible. *A11 were drenched to 
the skin, and no fire could be made; but the men^ with p«at 
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Mfigpittioiit making the best of their damp lodgingBi loolced 

about for the most sheltered place to lie downs aome wrung 
their Uani^etSy while others, as a last resource, put on their 
whole wardrobe, ia the hope of a little warmth* These pre- 
eautioos, however, were iaeflfectu^I; for in the morning the 
greater part found themselves ia pools of water' which their 
own weight had brought down on them from the higher sur- 
face. I happened to see one of them awak<\ nnd could not 
help laughing at the sudden jerk with which he withdrew 
his right liand out of the puddle in which he had unooib> 
sciously placed it 

The morning of the 27th was still fogg}'; but a prospect 
of clearing to the N. W. encouraged us to start, and about 
noon it hcrame fine. A fresh cache afTordcd a seasonable re- 
cruit to our provisions, which would not have held out be- 
yond this day. It was a joyful sight to see Sand-hill Bay, 
and to know that we were now within a lew miles of that \\ ater 
which was to cnrry us to the Polar Sea. 'As we np:ired the 
portage of the i hiew-ee-choh a white tent was distinguished, 
with a crowd of people around it: and this, of course, proved 
to be Mr.'M'Li od and his parly,' who scarcely expected us 
so early. The badness of the weather and the distance from 
which his men had to fetch the meat had caused two days of 
detcntioii, lor which I was not sum y, as it gave me the op- 
portuaity of investigating llic truth of Uie report about liic 
pemmican^ 

There had been much exaggeration, but the charge was 
not altogether wiibout foundation, as one man contrs^ied that 
he had given his wife a sound drubbing for havinLi; t ikcMi 
some; with tiiis exception, however, neither Mr. jM*L( ud tior 
the interpreter would believe that the bags had been touched, 
an opiuioa which could not then be put to the test of au ex.- 
2a 
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amination, as the Indians were dispersed. Among the num- 
ber of the accused was a Chipewyan called Jack, who, on 
being "interrogated, merely pointed to his bag, and nsked if 
it was in any way altered, or looked as if it had been open- 
ed. ''And for v.hnt reason," snid he, ''should I do so? 
Have I not as much ;in(l niore than I can eat? And if it 
were not so, have I been so long with the chief as to tnke 
his property without leave? No, I am not a thief; I know 
white men better.*' This was spoken without any appear- 
ance of ill-feeling; but when he learned that a Yellow Knife 
had accused him, his countenance settled into a sullen frown, 
that bespoke determined revenge. Merely saymg iliat he 
**would see him," he remained silent, and in the evening 
wtnt away with Mr. M*Leod, who was to push on for Musk- 
Ox Kapid, and send his men back to our aid if he thought we 
should require them. It was late before the boat came; and 
the men and dv^s iKMnc; ragt:;<'d, for it was hard work, we en- 
camped. A number of mice (lemmings) were been, aud 
some killed. There was this difference in them, that one kind 
had long skinny ears of a lobe shape, whereas the others had 
an orifice only. They were diBsimilar also in colour, and in 
Iheir taOflf but bofh twf^t widi a Inlf-bred terrier, and ire- 
quently bit it 

The morning of the 28th being fine, I obtained sights 
which corroborated those taken tlu pievious yearonthe same 
spot. 'Having ordered every thing to he taken out of the 
boat preparatory to dragging her across the portaj^e, about a 
quarter of a mile in breadth, to the Thlcw-ec-choh,'my as- 
tooisbment may be conceived when information was brought 
me that Uie carpenters would not answer for tlie consequences 
of sueh 8 step, as the wood^of which she was built was too 
soft to allow pf her being dragged over that or any ether 
portage. This was the first time that any aaeh mitioa aboot 
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the quality of the wood had been intimated; for otherwise, 
though it might have cost us incredible trouble, a different 
tod tougher Uod afaotUd baye been procured from Fort Re- 
aoludoDy or evwi lartiiery had I been only apprised in due 
aeaaoii at the houae; nor coold I now ODdentand the matter 
it all, aa the aame man had built my laat boat on the foniier 
espeditloD under Sir John Franklin; said eertainly a more 
efictent one was never turned out of hand, aa waa demons 
ftnled by the fact of her reaching England, and havings aa 1 
believe, again gpne out with Capuin Ross. It was « contre^ 
Un^ for which I certainly waa not prepared; and my only 
cbaneeof surmounting the difficulty waa the poaaibility that the 
ctew might be able to earry her, though to eflbet thia (never 
previouriy contemplated) it waa neccMary to cut aw«y the 
waah-boards^ which had been purpoaely riveted to the gon- 
wale% to enable them to aupport the preaaure. The moment 
of lifting the boat up waa'one of iotenae anxiety; and it is im- 
poaaiUe to deacribe the burst of my feelings, when I saw the 
men walk away with her. The^taak,* however, though auo- 
eeaafully acGompliahed,*was a aevere one/ and taxed their 
strength to the utmost -Twice one of the beat men of the 
party declared he knew not if he ahould stand or lall*when, 
from the inequality of the ground, the weight preaaed particu* 
larly on him; and all were greatly latigued. The reflection 
that the aame operation would be impossible when the wood 
had become saturated and heary with water, was not calcu* 
lated to excite sanguine emodons: however, I trusted to cir- 
cumstances, my own resources, and the spirit and stamina of 
the crew, determining not to anticipate evil, or yield to fears 
that might o^ver be realised. 

At 1 p. If. theH^at was launched upon the Thlew-ee-ehoh; * 
but as the river waa open only in and about the aballow rapids 
of the upper parts (ibr the lake at its source^ as well aa a 
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smaller one about two miles farther down, were yet firm with 
solid ice,) it was unavailable for any purpose of trans]>ort; 
even when quite light, it was not without trouble and a good 
deal ol waiting that the boat was floated, or lifted over the 
shoal parts of the first three rapids.* These passed, the men 
who had charge of her returned for their baggage to the other 
end of the portage ^ but this mclhod, in our case unavoid- 
able, occasioned luuuy delays that it was very late before 
the task was completed, tliough the direct distance accom- 
plished did not exceed four miles. 

June 29. — ^The baggage was again carried to the border of 
a small lake, where, after the boat had been made use of to 
set us on tlie ice, the sledges and runners were again tackled, 
and we proceeded as before until we reached the extremity, 
having picked up on the way a cache of two deer. At the 
# next portage we landed: the baggage was carried over, and 

the boat taken down the rapids, three of which followed in 
quick succession. The thermometer rose to G4°; and a warm 
southerly wind soon brought heavy rain which overflowed 
the low swampy ground that declined to the river, swelled 
the brooks and rivulets to a depth that made it hazardous to 
wade acroM them, and in other way* eonndenbly harassed 
tiie portage work. Having traversed another small lake with 
the sledges, we encamped at the head of a long rapid and 
portage, to save the pemmican from getting dama^ud by the 
rain, which fell without intermission or check throogliout the 
whole day. 

• A few partridges, some deer, and nambers of lemmings 

were seen; and I remarked that the latter burrowed under 
the roots of the dwarf birch, and sometimes of the willow, 
in preference to the large stones on the plain, possibly to ob» 
tttn more ooyer from the piercing eyes of their (pmft ene- 
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xnies, the white and brown owls. The willows were with- 
out catJuas, or any budding at the extremities oT the branches. 

June 30. — The labour was resumed at an early hour, 
though the sky was still enveloped in mist or fog; but the 
immense boulders, half blocking up the narrow parts of the 
rapid, presented impediments which greatly increased the 
difficulty and the tcdiousness of our progress. Taking with me 
a couple of hands, I preceded the party; and having got on 
the ice by means of the boat, we soon came to a cache of 
three deer which were placed on the track. Passing Try 
River on the left, more marks were seen and other meat 
found; and while we were occupied about it, the iiiterjireter, 
accompanied by several Indians, came from the hills, having 
left Mr. M*Leod to follow their conipunion!» who were be- 
fore. Leaving a note containing directions for tlie proper 
disposal of the meat, we went on, and in about two hours 
overtook the other men, who were brought to a stand by the 
weakness of a bar of rotten ice tliat bent most ominously in 
whatever direction it was tried. However, we had come too 
fax to recede, and one part was at length discovered that with 
careful placing of the feet on the wliiter, atul therefore 
stronger, protuberances, was cohesive enough to bear the 
weight of a single person, — wliu, liavuig first passed himself 
with the end of a line fastened to his sledge, got upon the 
firmer ice, and ihen with a sudden jerk twitched his load 
across after him. On gaining the narrows that lead into 
Musk-Ox Lake, our progress was cut short by open water 
ahead, as well as alotig each bank. It was too deep to ford; 
to having jumped together upon a piece of ice about twelve 
feet long and eight or ten broad^ and then detached it by 
catting a line with the axefy we made a aort of natural nft» 
which we jforried over, with the same axea and tiie tent polea 
for paddles. A greil deal of snow yet encumbered the 
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eastern side of thf lulls, and two snow birds were seen which 
bad not changed ilicir wintry plumage; yet the moequitos, 
at a tempcratui-e of W^, were quite lively enough to execute 
with their usual skill the neat operation of cuj>i>iiig. Ahout 
the time that the boat arrived, we were joined by our li icnd. 
M'Leod. He remained ^^•ith us through the night; and gave 
an account of liis hunting excursions, in which the supe- 
riority of Ills rifle-shooting had, it seems, perfectly astonish- 
ed the Indians: as well it might, for at that work he would 
have rivalled a Kentuckian. 

July 1. — As we had now overtaken the Indians, it WM 
useless to hurry on, and I gladly permitted the men to rest 
till noon. The boat then took as to the ice on Mask-Qz 
Lake, and at 4 p. h. we reached Musk-Oz Rapid, the point 
from which I had returned the previous year. Several In- 
dians who were encamped here paddled to us in their raiall 
canoes, and assailed our ears with the familiar but annoying 
cry of «Ettfaen-oolah» Etthen-tS-hoClty,''— no deer, the deer 
are gone away; and begg^ I would give them a little to- 
bacco, for they were ^'hungry for a smoke." It appeared 
that the scarcity of animals bad driven Akaiteho a short dis- 
tance to the north, where he was forced to live upon the flesh 
of the musk-ox, the flavour of which is not a delicacy even 
to a Yellow Knife Indian, who certainly is not fastidious in 
his taste. 

m 

Soon after we encamped, Mr. M<Leod's party also came . 
up, thus uniting our forcei and, as there was still delight, 
a part of the baggage was carried forward, and the boat safely 
moored in the eddy below the upper rapid. 

July Snd. — Some Indians with pemmican were yet nuss- 
iogi having, as it was supposed^ loitered behind to hnnt: the 
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rest were directed to gp with die kiter p ret er , and deposit^ 
their respeetive ehtrgei «t the Borth end of the portage^ fAxexe 
to hB released (iroro their serritude— en intimatioD which was 
leoeiTed with wonderful satiilaetioiiy as they were yet puz- 
zled to comprehend why we should take such pains to plunge 
into the dangers which they considered as assuredly lawaiting 
us. The desire to rescue our fellow creatures from caUmity 
or deatl^ and still more the thirst of enterprise and the Beal 
of discovery, were notions far beyond the conception of 
these rude children of nature^ whose only desires are for 
food and raiment^ and whose pity is a merely animal sympa- 
thy, which ceases with the presence of the object that excites 
it It seems a harsh avertioo, yet I hm met with Tcry fyw 
indications of what may be called pure benevolenee among 
these people. Akaitdho himself may, perhaps, be an eicep* 
tion: but in-genera]» the motive, secret or avowed, of every 
action of a northem Indian is^ in my judgpnent^ selfishness 
•lone. 

The length of the portage being four miles, the people 
were occupied all day in carrying the baggage, which gave me 
an opportunity of verifying my £umer observations, as wdlas 
of obtaining the dip. * The survey, which, it may be re- 
membered, terminated horc ihe preceding autamn, was now 
eontinuedf and, taking Mr. M^Leod for a companion, I fol- 
lowed the course of the river for a few miles onward. After 
a bend to the westward, it pursued a serpentine and rapid 
course to the northward. About two miles down, it was 
joined l;y a lai t];c stream from the westward, which I am in- 
clined to consider as the main branch of the Thlew-cc-choh, 
but whicii the Indians dislinnuislied by tlie appellation of the 
CoDtwoy-to Kiver, calling tiic one we came by, Tblew-ee- 
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clioh. Be this m it nay^' tliere tfxatA no doubt thct thii 
western branch does take its rise in C(Nitwi]r<-to» or the Rum 
Lake, of Hearne; which lake was folly identified by the In- 
dians present as that whose western extremity Sir J. Frank- 
lin's party crossed in the first overland ex^dition at Be- 
langer's Rapid. They spoke of two outlets; and some who 
had been thwe described the lake as one extensiTe and unin* 
tempted aheet of water: they also agreed in stating that it 
was at a coosidemble distance, and I subsequently heard that 
two smaller lakes intervened between that and the Thlew-ee» 
choh. 

A line of rapids which the boat ran led as to an opening 
or small like four mUes broad, bounded on the n(Nrth.by a 
ridge of blue mountains, named after my lamented friend 
Captain Peter Hey wood, R. N., which cut the lake at a right 
angle. The centre, and, indeed, the greater part, was cot- 
ered with ice; but a channel of open water on the eastern 
shore gave me hopes that we Should not long have occasion - 
for the sledge 

July Sd.— Two Indians were despatched this morning in 
sesrch of those who were yet absent with the pemmiean^ 
whom having found a few miles oflf, they conducted them to 
the encampment with their burdens. This precious article, 
which, from the commencement of the winter to the present 
moment, had been a continual subject of anxiety to me, was 
now counted and examined^ and most happy was I to leam 
that, to all appearance, it had been brought without injury 
or spoliation, except in the solitary instance already stated. 
The husband of the ofiender had himself given the informa- 
tion, and he now expressed a wish that the act of a bad woman 
migjht not be the means of his losing the promised reward 
lor canying it; ''finr,'' added he, beat her well; and iC 
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you (!() not believe me, ask those who stood by. Oh? she 
has a bad head — Sass! That very evening she went away 
from my lodge; nobody knew where. Two uightii I remain- 
ed silent; buL as slic did hot comc on the third, fearing she 
might be lost, some of us went in search of her, and, after 
a long and fatiguing walk for miles in every direction, and 
looking in every nook and cranny that we could aee — would 
3^11 think it? we found her hid among the Urge rocks close 
to the lodge. Oh! the h«i a bid bead! hut I drubbed her 
wdl-'-Saw!'' The poor fellow eridently regaided this aum- 
mary ehastiaanent aa an exjiiatory oiSning to a|>peaae our 
leaantment 

•We had altogether twenty-seven htigs of pcmmican, weigh- 
ing about eighty pounds each; two boxes of maccaroni, some 
flour, a case of cocoa, and a two-gallon keg of rum: an ade- 
quate supply, if all good, lui liie Lhrt c months of our opera- 
tions.* It docs not become me to enlai gf- upon the difliculty 
and danger of transporting a weight, all things included, of 
near five tliousand pounds over ice and rock, by a circuitous 
route of full two hundred miles; but, when the pain endured 
in walking on some parts, where the ice formed innumerable 
apikea that pieMsed like needles; the risk encountered in 
otherBy wheroj Uaek at|d decayed, it threatened at everj 
step 10 engulf na; the anxiety about proTiaion* and the ab« 
aence of a guide for a conaiderable part of the way: when 
these and other diffieulties are tiken into eonaideiatiooy it 
will^ perhapa, be eoneeded that the obstaelea mnat be great 
which eannet be aurmonoted by steady perseverance. The 
•Indiana who, Ibr hirci afforded us material help, were not 
more astoniahed at their own vokntary subjection to our ear- 
▼iooy than at die aight of a boat, manned with Eoropeana and 
alored with prortaion of the southern eoontiy, floating on the 
elear walei* of the bairen lands.* 
30 
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Tlie*weatlier ms thick «ad foggy; and the pietiireBque 
lodges of the nativeay constructed in the rudest mftnoer^ often 
of two or three skins thrown over a few short poles or sticks 
otrried for the purpose> extended in the indistinct mist up> 
wards of a quarter of a mile. Groups oi dark figures hud- 
dled together under these imperfect coverings — others 
crowded in front of »Mr. M<Leod's |entf or standing round 
the poor embers of* a fire at which our kettles were doing 
alow duty, presented, altogether, a strildng and interesting 
spectacle. lyiie midst of one of these groups was my old 
acquaintance and Indian belle/ who will be remembered by 
the readers of Sir J. Franklin's narrative under the name of 
*Clreen Stockings. Though surrounded by a family, with 
one urchin in her cloak clinging to her back, and sundry 
^other maternal accompaniments, I immediately recognised 
her, and called her by her name; at which she laughed, and 
said **she was an old woman now,"— begtj;ing, at the samtj 
time, that she might be relieved by the * ♦medicine man, for 
she was very much out of health." However, notwithstand- 
ing all this, she was still the hcnnty of her lrll>c; and, with 
that consciousness which beiong.*! to nil belles, savage or po- 
lite, seemed by no means displeased when I sketched her 
portrait * 

The scarcity of animals in the neighbourhood created no 
little doubt in the minds of the hunters as to the best route to 
be tiken on their return with Mr. M'Leod to the Fort; and 
the} h?\d half decided on going a day's jonrnpy to the north 
to kill musk oxen, when tlie'fog cleariiiL; a\\av disrovered 
the branching antlers of twenty reindeer spread over the 
summits of the adjacent hills.* To see and pursue was the 
work of a moment, and in a few minutes not an active hun- 
ter remained in the encampmenti It was a beautiful and in- 
terestii^ si^t; for the suu shone out, and lighting up some 
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parts cast othen into deeper shade; the white iee reflected 
millioDS of dazzUng rays; the rapid leapt and ehafed in UfHe 
npplesy which melted away into the unruffled suHace of the 
slumbering lake; abrupt and craggy rocks frowned on the 
right; and, on the left^ the brown landscape receded until it 
was lost in the distant blue mountains. The foreground was 
filled up with the ochre-coloured lodges of the Indians, ooo- 
trasting with our own pale tents; and to the whole scene 
animation was giren by the graceful motions of the unstartled 
deer/and the treacherous crawling of the wary hanten. * . 
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CiiAPTER X. 



Imtinictinns In Mr. M'i.tofi upon our Sejinratinn.—Mccl vilk Akait- 
cho. — Ilia L/odgc. — I lit HI incut Danger In the liuat. — Akctitrho's 
friendly Caution.— l^nih(irkaJion.—ff€avy iSiorms.—Our Crew.— 
Oeoiogical FeiUurea of the CouTilry.— Obstructions from the /cc— 
Perikfnm a Seriu qf Bapidsj—Pbrnder a Bag qf FemnUeam, 
"Obttaeleg on cw Pauage.-'Boittennu Weaiher,—D€er4Suiiti9ig, 
'^Oli§«natimi»,—I)enationofthe River*'— ih&ol/aU Seewr^.'-De- 
tahud fty file Ae.—Cdteade9.—Lani^ma>i»*—Co>U^ <^ (Ae 
River.— BaUlie's River.— Floekat^ Gute^^Tact requitiU in Com- 
foawL— Precipitous Rocks.— A Fh^.—Esguimaiu Marks.— BtdUn 
Xwer.—A Storm.— Lake Relit/. —Conjectures of an Indian.— En- 
rampment.— Vit ip uf the Couutry.'^F'ttnher Obttructiotu.-^Obtar' 
vaiiowh—lMlu Uarrj/, 



It was now unneceeBary for Mr. M'Leod to proceed far* 
tiier; and it was aatisfactory to me, at parting with hini» that 
I could make or& a tolerable atoek of dried meat for his party, 
which would consist of ten persons and fourteen dog^ other- 
wise entirely dependent on the sucoeas of the hunters who 
were to guide them. 

▲t 10 A. M.) July 4thy the boat was sent off with the sledges 




Digitized by Google 



I 



OV TMM ABOnO ISA. 



297 



and half the cargo to the ice on the lake; and I availed my- 
self of this last occasion to repeat the substance of our former 
COnversationM respecting the duties that would be required of 
him durinfx my absence; the most important of which were his 
going to I' urt Keiiolution for the stores, to he 5cnt thf re by the 
Company , and the building of a house for a permanent fishing 
station at soiik place to be selected by himself. I also deliver- 
ed ialo ins h:i[i<l> mi ollicial ietter, requiring him to be again 
on the banks oi tlic Thlew-ee-choli, by the middle of Septem- 
ber, so as to be in readiness to afford any assistance to my. 
party that unforeseen misfortunes might render necessary. 
Finally, I returned him sincere thanks for the zealous atten- 
tjoij Willi \s hich he had fulfilled my wishes, as well as for his 
general kindness to every individual of the expedition. IJy 
this time the boat had leturncd, and with a hearty farewell, 
I embarked, lor liic ice. 

The boat was soon j)ut on the runners, and, together with 
the baggaj^, conveyed to the other sid«^ of the lake; when, 
the water being open, she was again launched, to avoid acci- 
dents only half the cargo being placed in her. The river, 
flowing from the lake, cuts tlirough a eliain of craggy rocks 
and mountains, thickly strewed with boulders and debris, 
but with 8U0icient pasturage in the valleys and down the de- 
clivities to attract musk oxen luuI deer, which arc said to re- 
sort to them in vSj)ring and auLuuin in vast numbers. An 
.increasing current brought us to a strong rapid and fall, with 
an island iu tlic centre; and just above it, on a moss-covered 
rock) we perceived iVi^aitcho'^;; sontind another Indian, wav- 
ing ami shouting to warn us of the danger,* which, however, 
W6 iHui diready perceived. The luggage brought on this 
trip being now laaM) tho lioat was sent back for tho ro- 
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Akiitcho had chosen thu bleak tnet fat hu hunting 
groundy and had pitched his lodge on the very peak of the 
highest hill, a few mUes off; which being too distant for me 
to Tint, I sent him some tobacco and other presents, with a 
request that he would detain his young men at his iodge» as 
we were too busy to talk. Scarcely, however, had I return- 
ed from taking some bearings, when I saw the old man and 
several others close alongside. The interpreter declared he 
could not prevail on him to remain, for that as soon as ha 
heard that I was there, he left his lodge, saying, <<I have 
known the chief a long time, and I am afraid I shall never 
see him again — I will go." The boat had now arrived; and 
llie rest of the men being busied in making the portage, she 
was pushed off with four good hands, quite light, to run the 
fall. Unfortunately the steersman kept her rather too much 
to the left; in cnnscqnence of wliirh, aUcr doHcending the 
first fall, she was (hawii upon a shelving rock, lorniing part 
ofllic ietlgpof tlie .second: this brought her up with a crash 
which thrcitrned immediate destruction, and called forth a 
shriek from the prostrate crew. The immense force of the 
water drove her farther on, so that she hung only by the 
stern. The steersman jumped on the rook; but though he 
maintained his footing, he could not lifi. liei off: he jumped 
on board again, whilst I called out and made signs for the 
men to go turward into the bow, and he ready to pull tlic 
larboard oara. Amidst the conlusion this direction was not 
attended to, and, in an instant, her stem \s ;is svvept round by 
the large fall. I held my breath, expccdng to see lier dash- 
ed to shivers against a protruding rock, upou whicli a wave 
five feet high was breaking directly before her; but, happily, 
the steering oar had been only half laid in; and, taking the 
rocky it twilled her broadside to the rapid, which then car- 
ried her down without further injury. The water heing 
pumped out, it was Somd that she did not leak; and this be- 
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ing flo» I wtBi Dpon the whole, not aoriyfor the adyonturoy 
w it not only gKTo tlie men a memorable proof of the strength 
of these dear-water risers, but afforded me an occasion for 
eantioning them against ninntog any rapid for the futore» 
without first studying the lead of the current 

The riyer appesring to be free from ice, as (ar as could be 
discerned from the heights, I thought it unnecessary to take 
«U the spare people on with me> and therefore left the inters 
preter with others to remain at Akaitcho's lodges until the 
esipentersy who were wanted to inspect the boat, should re- 
turn with further instructions for their guidance. Seeing 
that I was about to depart, Ahaitcho^looked yery melanchdy, 
and eantioiied me against the dangers of a river whieh he 
plainly told me none of die present race of Indians had the 
lesst knowledge of: especially did he warn me against Es- 
quimaux treachery,* which, he said, was always perpetrated 
imder the disguise of friendship; and <<when you least ex- 
pect itf" added he, "they will attack you. I am afraid I • 
shall neyer see you again," he continued; '<but should you 
escape from the great waUv, take care you are not caught by 
the winter, and thrown into a situation like that in whieh 
you were on your return from the Coppermine, for yon are 
alone, and the Indians cannot help you. " Having endeavour^ 
ed to quiet his apprehensions by acquainting him with my 
intended precautions, and my determination to keep to the 
river in the event of any accident to the boat, which could 
only happfn by the special permission of ihc Great Spirit, in 
whose keeping we were as safe as if we had a score of boats, 
1 recommendefl him to rollcct plenty of provisions for me by 
the nTilutiin, and in two moons and a half to look beyond the 
iiioiiiiiains for the smoke of my fires on cut rftnrn. Then, 
siiaking him by the hand, I stepped into the bi)ai: it was half 
loaded^ and pulling down stream we entered a small lake. 
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whose weitetn shore led to a Darrow chanii^ fimned fay an 
idand with a rapid on either aide. The one which we ran 
waa rather ahoal^ but the boat did not ground; and having 
rounded the north end of the island, we encamped at a elnaip 
of willows on the eastern shore, which offered every conro- 
niencc for drying and caulking her. In the space of an hour^ 
the whole of the cargo waa broo^t without dogs or sledges: 
and the boat being turned up to dry, we were rejoiced to see ' 
that the bottom was uninjured, having been merely scraped 
in one place. The thermometer to-day waa 56^ with a light 
breeoe from £. by S. 

It is remarkable that for near a month past tfaer« hid not 
been two consecutive days of fine weatheri and now as we 

hoped the charm was broken, the clouds b^n to gaUier with 
the declining saOf and by midnight assumed an aspect so de- 
cidedly stormy as not to be mistaken. It really looked m if 
that watery saint, old Swithin, had taken it into his head to 
leave his £Bivourite abode in England, just to travel north a 
little, and Was then on his passage hereabout. However this 
may be, the rain poured, and the wind blew, first in hollow 
gusts, then in loud squalls, and last of all in a downright 
lieavy gale sulFicient to have laid low the pride of the tallest 
and stoutest ])inc in the forest: as it was, its fury was thrnivn 
away, the only trophy of its prowe'^': being the upsetting of 
our tent, though secured with a rampart of heavy stones, 
and Uie carryinic off of one of my moccassius. Not the less, 
however, did it continue to rage, and throughout the whole 
of July 5th the boat was untouched; nor waa there the least 
ahatement on the following day, which, being Sunday, wai 
devoted to the exercise of our religious duties, during the 
whole performance of whicii 1 ohserved \m{]\ L^reat pleasure 
tliat the mea paid the most decorous attention. This state 
of weather could not \ml much louder without deluging the 




I 



Digitized by Googli 



or TBE ARCTIC S£ A. 



241 



country; and on the 7th the storm gradually moderated, got 
drizzly, and finally spit onjly at intervals, still loth, as it 
seemed, to leaYc off. At bat the sun peeped £untly through 
the gray doudsy and at his setting lit up a hope of better 
times. The boat was finished, and the caipenters, with an 
IroquoiSy who had been purposely kept to tteompany them, 
were dismissed, and desired to return with the other men 
with all possible diligence to Mr* M<Leod. 

July 8th. — There was still rain, but a break in the clouds 
indicated something of a changcj and I had ihc boat launch- 
ed, and ladea with her cargo, which, together with ten per- 
sons, she stowed well enough for a smooth river, but not for 
a lake or sea-way. Tlie weight was ealeokled at 8860ibs., 
exclusive of the boat's covering or awning, masts, yards, 
sails, spare oars, poles, planking, and the crew. The latter, 
as now finaOy reduced, consisted o^ 



James M'lvuv, Highlander - - Htcersinan. 

Georpe Sincfair, Itdf-breed - - Do. & Bowimui. 

ChaiTcs M'Kenue^ Hishlander - - Bowfnan. 

Peter Taylor, Half-breed * " "1 

James Spence; Orkney • • i 

^J^Tr'^V II Highlander | kliddlemen. 

William Malley, Laticashire V ^ I 

UagbCarron, Irish J J 



Besides Mr. Richard King, the Surgeon, and myself. 



At 10 A. IC we pushed from the shore, and found the rain 
had caused a rise of full eight inches in the river, which 
varied in breadth from two hundred yards to a quarter of a 
mile, as long as it kept between the rocky ridge of the moun* 
tains, a distance of about six miles. In this part, I remark- 
ed- the same characteristic features of gneiss and porphyritic 
31 
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roek^ with brgp fragments and boulden on them, as Dr. 
Richafdaon* deacribeaaa preseiuing themielTes in the neig^ 
bourhood of Fort Enterprise and Point Lake. Man^ of 
these rocks were broken into diffs and precipices, which 
faced to the east Numerous regular gullies, or what might 
once have served for tributary cbaoMls, cut the river with 
considerable uniformity east and West The bed» of most 
of them were half filled with earth> stones^ and moss, toge- 
ther with some few willows, whose small and tardy leaves 
were just beginning to Jook green. A wide uid deep chan- 
nel that was passed terminated in a rapid, which having first 
carefully »aminedy was run wiUi a full Gargp> and brought 
us to a small lake perfectly free from ice. This lake is re- 
markable, as forming the northern boundary of the Heywood 
chain of mountains, which here slope off into incoostdeFahle 
and regular hills, so thickly strewed with gray rocks and 
stones'^ to have the appearance of an immense quarry with 
loose rubbish about it. The river now became contracted, 
and formed an easy rapid, upon the northern bank of which 
I made our first cache of pemmican, nearly opposite to a 
little sand-hill. The stream soon became wider, and opened 
into a lake so completely blocked up with ice as to arrest our 
progress, and at 6 p. m. we encamped. 

M*Kay and Sinclair were ininictliately despatched, one on 
either side of the lake, to And out the most likely part for 
getting through. But while they were absent, a light breeze 
from the N. W. sprung up, and opened a channel along the 
western shore, barred only by two pieces of ice, which were 
Jammed against the point nearest us. Through these a 
passage was cut; and on the return of the men, who, 1 was 
sorry to hear, had seen Mother lake covered with ice, the, 

*Appx., Franklin. 
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bcMit was bauled earcfully on/ and for three or four hundred 
yards wc were enabled to use the oan; a ahift of wind then 
dosed the heavier masses ahead; but, by cutting and poUng, 
wc ultimately succeeded? in reaching open water, and at 
Ih 3Qm again pitched the tent As the boat leaked a 
litUe, she was left in the water; and* to prevent her getting 
damaged from the floating ice, the men slept in her. 

In the morning of the 9th there was more raio^ ao that we 
did not get away before lO^* A. h. : when it fortunately hap- 
pened that a narrow opening was formed inshore, and allow- 
ed of our crossing to the eastern, which was the weather 
side, where there was a lane of water as far as the low points 
allowed us to see. A little more than an hour's pulling, 
however, took us to the end of it; and we found that a reef 
of large stones, cased in ice, divided it from another lane. 
This ice being in shallow water, was porous and rotten, so 
that it yielded to the united effect of Oic axe and the wnight 
of the men; and, at the expiration of an hour aru! n Ivilf, flio 
boat was got through, Uiough not wit^ut some a\^ward 
scrapings. 

An easy rapid, aui tie shelving shore of asand-hill, ratlier 
encouraged the hope that the river would turn out favoura- 
bly; but that illusion was s > > n (iispcik-d by a very long 
rapid immediately succeeding, uliere the boat was only saved 
by all hands jumj)inu!; into the breakers, an l K 'epin^ her 
stern uj) the stream until she was elcared from a rork that 
had brou«;ht her up. We had liardly time to get into our 
places auain, when we were carried with considerable velo- 
city pa^L a river which joined innu the westward; a rapul 
then followed; alter which another tributary was observed 
coming from the same quarter. 
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The 'hills 'in that direction did not exceed three'hundrod 
feet in height, and often not fifty; bat they«hid the flune 
sterile appearance, and were spotted with the same dark ing- 
menti of reeks or 'stones as those ahready passed. On.tbe 
eastern side saody banks were frequently met with, which 
gradually rose into aecliyities» or gently sloping moundsy 
with small streamlets winding round their basesi affording 
pasturage to mosk oxen and deer. The latter scampered 
away as we approached, but the former stood stupidly gazing 
at us:* luckily for themt we were not in want of their car^ 

An island near the centre of the river, with thin columns 
of mist rising suspiciously at quiek intervals on each .side, 
made it necessary to land. Haring ascertained that there 
wasy as had been ezpeeted, a (all, we .carried the baggige 
below it, and the boat was then brought down in a manner 
which convinced me that M<Eay and Sinclair thoroughly 
understood their business; for,,by dexterous management in 
the rush of the &ll»4he7 ayoided the principal danger, and 
the boat swept into the eddy with the ease and buoyancy of 
a water-fowl. The stream was very irregular in its dimen- 
sionSi for it was now a quarter of a mile broad, and conti- 
nued so for nearly three miles, when it contracted into two 
hundred yards, and, running in a serpentine direction, fom* 
ed a series of no less than five rapids, augmented by two 
streams from the westward. A still sheet of water, bound- 
ed to the right by mounds and hills of white sand, with 
patches of rich herbage, where numerous deer were feedin|^ 
brought us to a long and appalling rapid, full of rocks and 
huqge boulders; the sides hemmed in by a wall of ice, and 
the current flying with the velocity and force of a torrent 
The boat was lightened of her cargo, and I stood on a high 
rock, with an anxious heart, to see her run it I had every 
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hope which confidence in the judgment and dexterity ol my 
principal men coukl inspire; but it was impossible not to feel 
that one crash would \h laiul to the expedition. A\va\ iIk y 
went, with the speed of an arrow, and in a uiotiu iit iIk iuaiii 
and rockiS hid them from my view. I heard \v\uil sounded 
in my ear like a wild shriek, and saw Mr. Xing, who was a 
hundred yards before me, make a sign with his gun, and 
then run forward* I followed, with an agitation which may 
- he conceivod; and, to my uncxpressible joy, found that tiw 
abrtek waa the triumphant whoop of the crew» who had 
hmded aafely in a amall bay below. I could not but reward 
them with a glaaa of grog a-piece, and they immediately ap* 
plied themaelrea to the latig^iog work of the portage with 
aa much unconcern as if they had only croaaed a mill<pond. 
It grew late before thia last taak waa accompliahed) %pul then 
Malley waa miasing. Some of the men were despatched in 
search of him; and at length he retumedt heartily tired with 
nmbling among swamps and rocks, having lost himself in 
eoBseqoence of deviating from the course of the river. Such 
incidents (among va^agewn) generally afford a name to the 
apot where they happen; ao« to confonn to the usage, I called 
this Malley's Rapid. 

On opening another bag of pemmican to>nighty the upper 
part waa found to be mouldy, aa if it had been wet: on re- 
moving it| a atone was found, and a further examination led 
to the diacovery of layera of mixed aand, atonea, and green 
meat^the work of aome rascally Indian, who, having pil- 
fered the contents, had adopted thia ingenious device to con- 
ceal hia peculation. And well indeed it must have been 
managed, since it had escaped the experienced eye of Mr. 
M'Leod, who cooaidered the whole to be in good order. As 
it was now uncertain whether we mig^t not be carrying a 
beap of stones instead of pKovision» every bsg underwent a 
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severe probinp;, and, much to our satisfactioD| the remainder 
proved sound and well-tasted. 

•For five days the sun had been visible only thrice,* and 
this night and the morninsi tho lOlli were so ralnv. that, 
with an intricate piece oi \\ iter belorc us, we did not \ ( n- 
turc to stir, until a short resjjitc tempted us to try what could 
be done. The rapid was wc'dc;;ed in between two hills that 
forl)ade all landing in case of an accident: so to guard against 
consequences, as far as possible, I had the guns, ammunition, 
and instruments carried, and thought it advisable to direct 
the same precaution to be observed at every rapid throughout 
the river navigation. We had but just stui U ii when tlic rain 
poured down as usual, bringing with it a cold northerly 
wind, and a log which, shutting out from view the rocks 
under water, added to the difficulty, already sufficiently 
great, of worming out a passage in a strong current^ brolceii 
by flhoals and sharp stones so as not to allow of a mommit'f 
indecision. Another rapid and a portage took us to what 
would have been still water, had not the wind crested it with 
white wares conriderable enough to prove the buoyancy and 
dry qualities of the boat, which, eonsidering how deeply she 
was Isden, took in very little water. The only peculiarity 
in the scenery was the striking contrsst of the white sand- 
banks with the irregular vocky hills in the distance, which 
were of a gloomy grayish hue, scarcely enliyened by the dull 
green of the yegetation with which they were thinly eovei^ 
ed. Occasionally we passed some low islands, and many 
dew were feeding in the prairies on either side. From a 
narrow we emerged into a wide space, which various cliffy 
banks to the left induced me to think would take a bend to 
the westward; but, on getting there, an opposite current was 
found, which was subsequently discovered to be owing to 
the junction of another large river. The fog then became 
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80 ^ensC) that tlic ncai cjiL land was concealed from our view; 
and perceivinj; that we were drawn towards a rapid, we pull- 
ed hastily for the shore, and encamped. The magnitude of 
objects, as is well known, is increased in such an atmosphere; 
and some ice that still adhered to either side wore so foniti> 
dable an aspect that, together wlA the foar of the rapid, it 
made us really glad to be safe on shore. 

The 11th eomineaeed with heavy rain and a gale from the 
N. W., whioh did not lull throughout the day; we were eon- 
aequently preveated irom moving, as the boat could not be 
taken down the rapids on account of the spray hiding the 
roeksy as well as the impossibility of keeping her under con- 
trol Insietd of decreasing with the decline of the sun, the 
g^e freshened, and became far more boisterous;. Neither 
did the morning of the 18th bring any change for the better: 
the squaUs were more violent; and even with the shelter of 
a high hanky the tent was with difficulty saved from being 
swept down. In the former expeditionff farther west, we 
had never experienced an extraordinary quantity of rain; in- 
deed the contrary might rather have been remarked ; and if it 
sometimes blew more fresh than usual, the gale seldom lasted 
more than twelve or twenty-four hours at most, and was ge- 
nerally followed by fine warm weather. But here was a 
combination of foul and boisterous weather, a very chaos of 
wind and storm, ag^nst which it was vain to struggle^ • 

July ISth was stiU hazy with showers, but my patience 
was exhausted; and at 5 a. m. we started, and found* our- 
selves in what might be called a continuous rapid, whieh after a 
few miles was joined by a stream from the left, divided at 
its confluence by an ialand near the centre. Near this was 
a lake, ruffled by a head wind# agMust which we had some 
difficulty in making way. Two or three hundred deer, and 
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apart from them herdaof mmk ozeiiy were either grauDg or 
flleeping .on its wofltern baoks, which looked green and 
Bwampy^ and were all more or less clovea by ioeooaiderable 
ravine^ with a clayey surface. These soon disappeared in 
the rising ground, which^ broken by isolated rocks naked and 
black, had its boundary in a aemicircular range of irregularly 
shaped hills. 

For the first time in nine days the sun shone out in the 
morning, and 1 eagerly took occasion of the welcome visit 
to get sights; whilst in the meantime our huntera, unable to 
resist the tempting neighbourhood of so many animals, and 

fidgctty to try their new guns, were allowed to go in pursuit, 
with the express stipulation, however, that they were not to 
fire at the does or the l^st year's fawns. In less than an 
hour tliey returned with tour bucks, which were just begin- 
ning to iz;et into condition. The change of food was palata- 
ble enougli to parties; but as we had abundance of provi- 
sion, and thv, boat was already too much lumbered^ 1 dis- 
couraged all such pursuits for the. present 

The result of the obsen'ations gave the latitude 65° 38' 
21" N., and longitude 106° 35' 23" W. This, as to the for- 
mer, agreed very well with the dead reckoning, but gave the 
laftrr mnre to the rastward. TTaving examined a line of deep 
rapids that had a clear lead, we did nnt hesifntr to run them with 
full carc;o, and in so doing pasi>cd sduic siuL^ularly serrated 
and rugged hills, which, stretching from the limit of view in 
round and naked masses, dipped into the water with a cu- 
riously diversified stratiheation at an angle of 170°. A white 
wolf, some geese, and partridges with young ones, were ob- 
served lu re. A small tributary came in from the left, and 
thence tlie river spread itself into several branches, which 
not a little puzzled uiej Uiough^ as we were then situated. 
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the riclit channt 1 lor our purpose was obviously that which 
tren lc (i \o tJiu westward of north. Accordingly wc pulled 
towards that branch, and shortly opened a Tiew to the S. E., 
so extensive that tlie extreme distance was dclinable only by 
a faint blue line. 

I was a little alarmed at such a syplmn-likc turn; yet I en- 
deavoured to persuade myself that the river would not ulti- 
mately deviate so very far from its original course, and went 
on to the western inlet, i low ever, as we advanced the 
opening assumed a more circular appearance, and the ulti- 
, tudes of the boundary hills became more and more equal 
and anbroken, until at last, when we got fairly to the en- 
trance, it wai evidently only a bay. But thou<^ii it could 
not be eoncealed that a range of low moontaini^ aireleldng ia 
a direetioa N. W. and S, seemed to oppoee an inwr- 
nonntible barrier to the onward conne of the riTer in the 
direction of my hopes, yet, as there was one part nnenmin- 
ed, where a strong ripple with white waTeehad been seen, I 
was unwilling to abandon all hope u^til it had been aaeer- 
tained what that ripple was. Aecordingljpa party crossed 
OYorlandy and soon saw that the foam wis caused by a heavy 
rapid which foil into the river at that pirt My disappoinfr- 
mtmi and nneasinass may he conceived. All my plans and 
ealettiations rested on the assumption of the northerly course 
of the river; hut this determined bend to the S. £1 and the 
formidable barrier ahead seemed to indicate a very dilfereat 
course^ and a tsrmination no^ as had been anticipated, in 
the Polar Sea, but in Chesterfield Inlet Howeveri be the 
issue what it might, Hudson's Bay or the Polar Sea^I had 
no alternative but to make for tlie S. E. We were at this 
time little more than a degree to the southward of the conflu- 
ence of Back's Eiver with Bathurst's Inlet; but all hope 
that thi« river would prove identical with the Thle w e o c ho h, 
32 
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or that the latter would trend to the westward, was utterly 
extinguished. Our pfoximity to the coaa^ however, ex- 
plained the eold and dreary weather which had lately ineom- 
moded us. 

A fresh and lair\rind now relieved tiie men from the la- 
bour of ttie oars, and we ran under the foresail*(a lug) until 8 
p. M.; when, being stopped-by a ridge of ice reaching (rom 
ahore to^shore, directly athwart our eomve, we hauled into a 
deep bay^ and seeured the boat in snug shelter under the ke 
of the weather Ind. The temperature had scarcely Taried 
from 4S^| and there was a chillineas itf the wind which Mew 
from the coast that made cloaks and blankets wy aceeplap 
ble. Towards the dose of the day *s Journey theVmntry as- 
sumed a more mountainous and imposing appearanoOi bol 
continued nigged and desolate. Many parts bore a close re» 
semblance to ihe lava round Vesuyius, the intermediate spaees 
being filled up with green patches of meadow, which liteial- 
ly swarmed with deer, not fewer than twelve or fifteen hun* 
dred having been seen within the last twelve hours.* 

14th of July. ^During the night, the wind veered a eonple 
of points to the northward, and increased to a g^e^ which 
made it impossible to move with our cargo. But, wishing to 
ascertain if thete was any prospect of a lead through the ioe 
inshore, the boat was sent quite Ugh^ with directions to the 
steersman to land, and examine the whole length along the 
western edge; and, at the same time, to see if the nature of 
the ground would allow of our making a portage. At 8 a.m. 
be retnmed, with a report that the ice was closely paekedt 
with so heavy a surf running that any attempt to approach it 
mig^t stave the boat; while the land side, he said, was equal- 
ly impracticable, owing to the uneveoneas of the rocks. 
There was, therdbre, nothing leit, but to remain patiently 
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until a change of wind or its violence should dcmolibh the 
ire and make a passaj^c for us. This acrordingly vvaii gra- 
dually effected, and about sunset we had llic satisfaction to 
perceive a clear sj)ace, so far as could be judged up to the 
blue land in the distance. We now, therefore, only waited 
for an abatement of the gale to take advantage of this good 
fortune. 

The night was squally; but the wind having .somewhat 
moderated, we got away at 5 o'clock on the following morn- 
ing, July 15th, the thermometer then standing at 38**. The 
stream huU carried us to tlie south-east, and thowjrh the dif- 
ferent bays and openings to the westward were anxiously ex- 
amined, in the hope that a j)assage might be iouad through 
one of them, tlie land was found continuous, and still bore to 
the eastward. Dy 10 a. m. tiie mountains had dwindled to 
hills, which soon gav e place to sand-banks, especially to the 
right; an ominous indication of the future coune of the 
atream. The lake^ which I have named after my firiend 
Captain Beeehey, Tiaibly deeicaaed in breadth^ and at length 
discharged itself by what* from the load that was heard 
Jong before we got to it, was conjectured to be a fall, but 
which was found to be in fact an awful series of cascades^ 
nearly two miles in lengthy and makings in the whoIOf a de> 
scent of about sixty feet The right bank was the most fa- 
vourable for a portage, which we commenced without loss of 
'time, while the two steersmen were despatched to examine 
the falls. Their report was, '<that it was possible the boat 
might be got down, but they did not see how she ever could 
be got up again;'' a consideration of no gnat moiAent yet, 
when we were not out of walking distance from the house, 
whatever it migjht become afterwards. Aceordingjly, having 
completed the portage, and made another cache of pemmiean 
and iat, to which was added a spare oar, the trial was made 
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with the boat. She was first lifted over some obstades, nml 
then lowered cautiously down the different descents; aiid so 
alternately lifted, launched, and lowered, until siic was safe- 
ly broiiglit to the edtly l)eIow, which being also rough, she 
was linally hauled oa the gravel. The observations to-day 
gave Lhc latitude 65° 14' 44" N., longitude lOG" 0' 53" W., 
and variation 39° 12' E. j so that it appeared we had got con- 
siderably to the southward and eastward of our |)osition two 
days before. The country was still composed of the same 
variety of rocky hills and swampy prairies, though the latter 
ware ftr more OEfenaivi^ and, near the caicade^, mi^t be 
eiDed pUJiM^ all thickly iahaUted by deer. 

July 16th. — We embarked before 4 a. m., and a strong 
current carried us to a broad part of the river, which, I was 
reioiced to sec, took a sudden turn to the northward; but at 
a detached conical hill, somewhat lai Lhcr on, it again bent 
suddenly to the southward, and, as their was no passage per- 
ceptible at its farther extremity, the crew jocosely said we 
should be sucked under ground. However, an extremely 
sharp angle led us between cUfis in a contracted channel mto 
a rapid, at the foot of wfaidi itwaa neeessuy to land to avoid 
another, the wavA of which were too hig^ to allow of ila be- 
ing run with the cargp. When lightened^ the boat ran it 
aninjored. A loud roar of rushing water, heard for the 
distance of about a mile, had prepared ua for a long line of 
rapida, which now appeared breaking their furious way through 
nMNinda and ranges of precipitous sand-hills of the nwat fan- 
tastic outline. Some of them resembled parts of old ruins or 
turrets, and would have offered pleasing subjeeti for aketch- 
ing. The eourse of the river became afterwards more tortu- 
ous, and its clear blue tint yielded to an olive^^^n, more or 
less dark according to the chaiacter of the muddy tributariei 
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which poured in liieir contents from botl\ sides. As wc drew 
away from the influence of the cold winds coming from lia- 
thurst's Inlet, a proportionate and most agreeable change took, 
place in the weather; and at 2 p. m. of this day the ther- 
mometer stood at 68° in the shade, and 84° in live sun. We 
glided quickly along with the strong current, passing by 
peaked aand-hiUs, which rote like artificial structures amidst 
low shelving prunes eoveittd with deer to the amount of 
mukf thounndi. After croeriDg a small where the 
cnmet eoald jiut he distinguished in the centre, the stream 
•gsin eontrseted to ahoat three hundred yirdSf and precipi* 
tated itself over a bed of rocks, forming rapids and cascades^ 
which compelled us to carry the principal baggage; a precau- 
tion, indeed, never omitted when there was the least appear- 
ance of danger. Three detached and lolty hills of gneiss^ 
with obtuse conical tops quite hare, here formed conspicuous 
objects. From the level character of the land to the east- 
ward, they could be seen at a great distance, and might thus 
serve ss marks for any wanderers whom chance or design 
shoidd bring to this far country. 

Indeedy that they had already been made use of for this 
purpose seemed to be indicated by numbers of piled stones, 
precisely similar in figure to those which I remember to have 
seen along the banks of the Coppermine River, as well as 
by some trenched divisions of ground, containing the moss- 
covered stones of circular encampments, evidently the work 
of the Esquimaux, on whose frontiers we had arrived. I 
, confeas that these unequivocal traces of the ^'shivering 
tenants" of the arctic aone did not a little suiprise me; since 
on former occaaions we had not found them at a distance 
from the coast Was it possible, I asked myself, that we 
were nearer the sea than I had imagined? It was not likely 
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that they had come from Bathunt's Inlet, though not more 
than one hundred and seventeen miles off, for that lay to the 
north-west, and they would fall on the river much nearery 
namely, at the western extremity of Lakis Beechey. On the 
otb^ hand, if they came from the eastward, were they from 
Chesterfield Inlet, Uie western or nearest termination of 
which, according to Arrowsmith's map, was not less than 
one hundred and fifty-eight miles? By a minute inspectioii 
of the marks, I was at length satisfied that they all pointed 
N. E. and S. W. with as much precision as if they had been 
so placed by compass, and hence concluded that it was in 
the former bearing that we might expect to find the Esqui- 
maux; though, whether far or near, we had as yet no means 
of determining. 

The river, from an imposing width, now gradually con* 
trtcted to about fifty yards, and this narrow space had pro- 
jecting rocks which compressed the passage still more. In 
the language of tfoyageurBf this form is denominated a spout; 
and the only danger attending the going through it is the risk 
of being thrown into the eddy at an unfavourable momenti 
in which case^ some serious accident is sure to occur. We 
ran this one, and were lifted considerably higher than the 
side water, as we shot down with fearful velocity. Fami- 
liar as I was with such scenes, I could not but feel thankful 
that we escaped safe, and determined for the future to lower 
down aJI otliers. The stream after these agitaiions settled 
into a calm though not very gentle current, which swept' us 
opposite a magnificent river, as broad as the Thames at West- 
minster, joining the Thlew-ee-choh from the eastward. Some 
Esquimaux marks on the banks seemed to point this out as 
their line of route; and I was far from being convinced that 
it was not l!ic The-lew, liowevcr miicli that opinion might 
be at variance with the accounts we had received from the 
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Indians.* Whatever it was, it received the name of BaiU 
lie's River, after my worthy friend, George Baillie, Esquire, 
Agent General for Crown Colonics. Not a great way from 
this we enrampcd; and sotrtp explanations having been made 
to the crew, to the caution which the smallness of our 
number rendered necessary, a regular w.it< h was established, 
in which Mr. Kinj^ undertook to look out from 10 p, ji. to 
4 a. m., the usual hour of starting. 

The following morning, instead of gaining to the west- 
ward, which various gieams ot oj)en water in that direction 
had again led us to hope, the riv«'r tin iu rl sluw t r ourifl on 
the eastward; but after three or lour miles, again resumed 
its old course. Sand-ltanks and islands were constantly met 
with; and from our igiiomnce of the channels between them, 
we were repeatedly aground. In these cases, the people had 
to wade until the boat again floated freely, with the chance 
of being tlirown into the same situation ten minutes after- 
wards. Since the junction of }3aillie's iiiver, the stream had 
sensibly widened; and liad it not been for the strong current, 
might have been taken for a lake. It was bordered ou either 
side by a low sandy district, studded with a few inconsider- 
able rocky hills, moitly detached, and a mile or two from 
each other. Even theae soon disappeared, ^ng place to 
an aUuTial deposit, so flat as scarcely te rise beyond the ge- 
neral horiSBOntal line, and to raise our hopes of being near 
the sea; a notion rendered more probable by the great resem- 
blanee of the country to the westeni mouth of the M'Kon- 
sie. Oncoj indeed^ some of the party imagined that they 
saw tents; but these, as we sdvanoed, proved to be nofhing 
but a solitary and luxuriant border of fine willows^ the secure 

^Prcnii a minnte inquiry mode afterwards, I have every reaMm to 
baUeve that the Tbft-lew feUs into Cbeslarfleld lalet. 
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retreat of tuuuheda of gccsc, which liavaii:; lately cast their 
large quill feathers, were unable to fly though, .aided by 
instinct and good legs for running/ they frequently eluded 
our most active hunters. ' If in the water, which, however, 
they took all pains to avoid — they had recourse to diving; 
and <Hi rising to breathe^ merely exposed didr headrand t 
small •part of the baek, so that often they were not seen, and 
still oftener missed when fired at On land, they either had 
a &ir run for it, or plunged into any cover that happened to 
be near; through which, however thicky they wad^Ded suffix 
cioitly quick to double on their pursuers, and lead them into 
many ludicrous situations which called ^Mih the merriment 
of the rest 

The low land was now diversified by occasional mounds; 
and presented an opening to the 1^ caused by a river ipdiidi 
was called after Captain Superintendent Sir Samuel Warren, 
of Woolwieh Dock Yard. The banks here were higher, 
sometimes rinng into eliffis but of the same dry and sandy 
eharactn*! barren and cheerless. Again, trending more to 
the castwaidy we passed Jervoise River/another large tribu- 
tary from the right;* and then came to a low sandy opening, 
which seemed to be completely shut ioy until at the northern 
limit a rapid channel led us among some rocks that appeared 
to extend from an a^acent height towards a range of hills to 
the north-west The sun being too low to allow of our run- 
ning the rapids before us, we encamped. There were V>me 
musk oxen here; but neither they nor even the deer or gsese 
were startled, unless th^y saw some one actually going to- 
wards them.* The observations to-day gave the latitude 65^ 
9' 12" N., longitude 103° 33' 8" W., and the variation 30" 
6'£.; thua showing that we had made nearly all easting. 
The threatening appearance of tlie curling wave^ and the 
roar and gloom of a defilo along which our coarse now lay^ 
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rendered It aeoessary to examinp what there mi|^t be to eon* 
tend witlk unong the frowning rocks, which, overUpping &• 
they receded^ Memed to the eye as if they blocked up the 
passage. Some time wee unavoidnb!y epeot in doing this; 
end the report was an expression of the eame sort of doubt as 
on a former occasion. Tiiie, however, I looked for ai of 
eourae; for it could not be ei^ecied that the steersmen, how- 
OTor excellent in their capacity, should be equally anxioua to 
proceed as myself: their predictions of the difficulties we 
should encounter on our return were, on the contrary, fre- 
quent, though I parried them by referring to my experience 
in these latitudes, and to the entire alteration produced by 
the different periods of tlie season in the character of the ri- 
vers; with whicli reasonings they were E;enerally satisfied. 
It may perhaps appear to some persons that to persuade those 
whom I might have commnnded was a eratuitous and unne- 
cessary trouble; but it should be bonx m mind that, in ser- 
vices not purely military, the party is not, and cannot be, 
brought under strict habits of discipline. The success of such 
an expedition depends materially on the temper and disposi- 
tion of the leading men, who must souictiines be reasoned 
with, and at others kept in check, as circumstatu f s may di- 
rect. It IS necessary thai ihey should It-t I i cojilidence in 
and attachment to their leader, not paying a mere sulky obe- 
dience to his ordors; and what they do will tiius be done 
heartily and with good will, not as the cold fulfilment ui a 
contract . 

< 

Early in the following morning we pushed out into the be- 
ginning uf tlie rapids, when the boat was twirled about in 
whirlpools against the oars; and but for the amazing strength 
of IM'Kay, who steered, it must inevitably have been crush- 
ed against the faces of the protruding rocks. As we entered 
the dciile, dm rocks ua the right oreseuted a high and perpen- 
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diciilar tront, so slntv nnd rf^giilar that it lu'cdcd no force of 
imagination to suppose them severod at one ^ri-at blow from 
the opposite range; which, craggy, i)r<^kcn, and overhanging, 
towered in stratified and many-coh)iircd nias.scs far above the 
chafing torrent. There was a decj) and settled gloom in the 
abyss — the effect of which was heightened !)y the hollow roar 
of the rapid, still in deep shade, and by the screaming of 
tlirec large ha%. k.s, which, frightened from their aerie, were 
hovering bi^^h above the middle of the jiass, and gazini; fix- 
edly upon the firj>t intruders on their solitude; so that 1 felt 
relieved as it were from a load when wc once more burst 
forth iQto the bright soBsbine of day. The boat was then 
allowed to drive with the canent, the velocity of which was 
not ieiB than fix miles an hour, among n^irlpools and eddies* 
which strangely bufleted her about. The meo* glad to rest 
from their oars* were either carelessly looking at the obfects 
which they passed, or whiffing the ever welcome pipe, when 
something was seen swimming a little ahead, which was taken 
for a j^oung fown. As we nearly touched it in passing^ the 
bowmaoy idmost without looking* stretched out bis hand to 
grasp it; but drew it in agiun as quick as li^tning* and 
sprin^og up ibr the boat4iook* called out» «D — ^n it, it has 
hit me! it's a fok." I would not allow it to be fired at; and 
Reynard gguned the bank, and skipped about as if enjoying 
the trick he had pliyed. 

Still widening the riyer rolled on without obstruction^ be- 
ing here large enough to remind me of the M*Kensie. Heavy 
and long borders of thick ice* with a great deal of snow* were 
on the sides of the sloping banks, full ten feet above the pre* 
sent level. As we advanced still most provokingly to the 
eastward, a large river, nearly as broad as that which we 
were descending* came througjh a low country to the right, 
and after many windings eflfeeted a junction round a little 
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sandy blufi. It was named after T?car-Adiniral M'Kinley, 
who has uuiformily evinced u gieal interest in the recent 
voyages of discovery. The land then became more uneven, 
and soon changed into*hills, partly composed of bare rocks, 
with loose masses on them. Oq onci iodeed, sopaethiog 
hightf than the rest, we thought for a long tiiae there, wsi a 
man; hut afterwards the general opinioa determined itio he 
a heap of stones, possiUy placed there hy the BwqnimauT. 
And this was the more probable, as on arriving opposite to 
another wide tributary/ eaUed, after his Majesty 'j Consul at 
New York, Buchanan's River, ^ great numhercl' marks wen 
aeen distributed at particular points, and on eonimandiag 
eminences along the' banks, apparently ibr the puEpoM.jnf 
either frightening the deer, which were plentiful aa oauai, 
into a particular course, or as places of amhushwben in qoest 
of them. * The latter I think the more likely; because at cer- 
tain distances along the line of marks there wer^ semieinstilar 
skreena built of stones, having the high part, of from two.to 
three feet, towards the open country, and the sloped or ex- 
posed side facing the river, under the banks of which the 
hunters would be eflfectually hid in passing to their lurking 
stations; while even if the dew were not only in front of the 
marks, but also between diem and the water's edge, they 
might still be useful as a cover, and a communication mig^t 
be kept up by crawling from one to another. 

• 

The breadth of the river now varied from a quarter to a 
mile and half; and, what exceedingly delighted me, it made 
a bend to the north. The country became decidedly hilly, 
with an odd mixture of ravines, conical sand hiils with black 
mossy tops^ and isolated rocks, which rose like sombre for- 
tresses over the green and yellow soil to the wcst^vnrd. 
Jt looked as if constant floods had washed away the Ugiiler 
earth, and left those solid masses as moniunents of their rav- 
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ages. We made for a distant blue peak, and passcii a cluster 
of islands; one of which was remarkable for being; overgrown 
with willows, while its neighbours were as sterile as the de- 
sert. Keeping close to the western shore, we rounded a 
jutting point, and opened upuii a deep bay which received 
the waters of a broad river. This river has been named after 
my much respected friend Captain Superintendent Sir Charies 
Bullen, of Pembroke Dock Yard, under whose command I 
l»d mMe file happiaeas to wearr^ It is difficult to Gonjeeture 
where it may tdba iti ilae; but firom the powerful efieet upon 
the current at two milea below its mouth, there can be no 
doubt that an Immense body of water flows througb ita chan- 
nel A little beyond^ a wide westerly bay almost tempted 
us to search iar an outlet, the current having now got so slaek 
as to be imperceptible; and numerous islands and openings 
at difierent bearings occasioned some embamssment as to the 
course, until, after pulling inshore a little, the loom of a large 
eheet of ice arrested our attempt in that quarter; and hmng 
again regained the current, we yielded ourselTes to its guid- 
ence, and were a^n ledto tiie eastward. 

. • 

The weather had been yariable, and the thermometer as 
high ee 68^> in the aitemoon; but the aky suddenly became 
overcast, and heavy Uack clouds rolled from the N. W., 
which, bursting with violent squalls, poured down rattling 
showers of sleet The storm, however, passed away, and 
the evening was fine enough to draw out some swarms of 
mosquitos, that fiuled not to '^take the goods the gods pro- 
vided,'* when we encamped, as we were oblig^ to do^ on 
the edge of a swamp. From the more hilly character and 
, general trending of the shore, I entertained a hope that we 
should be'led to the north; and most devoutly did I wish to 
arrive at the gneiss formation, being certain that to reach the 
sea in the desired direetion, the river must eat its way 
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Ihrotigh rocks of some kind, as I had previously observed in 
the Co])j>ermine and M'Kcnzie. la my desire to obtain some 
furtluT knowledge of the course, I ascended a distant hill, 
^rom the summit of which, with the help of my glass, I 
could diseero aerertl escteiwive abeets of water in almost op- 
posite bearingB* ono of them being due foutli; but owing to 
the intervention of neks, and uneven ground for about two 
miles in the line of my view, it waa impossible to determini^ 
whether they were separate or formed one continuous water. 
' The doubt, however, was cleared up at an early hour on the 
succeeding morning (July 1 9th;) for the current, to which we 
yielded ourselves, in a short time lost itself in a large lake^ 
full of deep bays; one, indeed, with a clear and uninterrupt- 
ed horinm, but Simmering with firm ice. 

Having taken a more northerly course than before, and 
passed two openings of about fifteen and twenty miles in ex- 
tent, we landed on an island for the purpose of making a third 
cache of pemmican. From this point I got cross bearingi, 
and a view of another opening almost entirely covered with 
unbroken ice: a*piece of an old kieyak,* blanched with age, 
and other remnants of Esquimaux workmanship, showed that 
the place was frequented by them at some part of the year.* 
The opening itself waa distinguished by the name of Lake 
Pelly, after the liberal and spirited Qovemor of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company. 

Leaving the island, a slight current piloted us to a rapid, 
near which the latitude was obtained, and informed us that 
indefatigable as our exertions had been we had gained but 
little northing, and had abundance of hard work in prospect 
before we should be permitted to taste salt water. As for 
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the men, the majority inelined to a tale told then hy an In- 
dian, whom I had not seen, — that before arriTing at the sea, 
thejr would find an immenae Iake> with fluch deep bays that 
no ladian had ever been round them; these he said, lay to 
the easftwardi but they must bo careful to keep on ita western 
aide, and by so doing would arrive at a steep and heavy fall 
between high rocks; this the boat wovM not be aUe to pass, 
but from thence they might easily walk to the «bad vftter;" 
near which, he assured them, they would also eertainly find 
the Esquimaux. It was true that we had conaideiably stray- 
ed from the direction thus indicated, and lu4 come ^ore 
than double the distance at which the Indian placed the tea; 
but still, here was a large lake witl^ bajrs .answering to the 
description, or it might be that we should come to another 
atili larger; after which, it was their opinion, the remainder 
would be verified. 

The strong current from the rapid gave ua some e^Mcta- 
tion that the tediousness and uocettainty of winding, and 
gn^ing our way in the lake was at an.end; but, to our cha* 
grin and annoyance, we soon again found ourselves in a wide 
indefinable space, studded withislanda of sand-hills, with, oc- 
casion.illy, a clear horizon towards the S. and N* W. The 
difTiculty of finding the river increased as wc advanced amid 
this labyrinth, between the openings of which diatant land 
could sometimes be faintly discovered. The unwelcome 
l^are of ice was also seen. From time to time we found a 
current; still wc were baffled , and had oflen to turn on our 
track, only perbaps to make anotber deviation. At length 
wc obscrvinl ;i number of grayling playing in a nar- 
row, .iTul risin;^ at the flics which fell accidentally into the 
%vater; and awan? that tlicse lish usually frequent the outlets 
and channels of connecting water, we profit(;d hy the bint, 
and so Car had reason to be satisfied with our judgment. But 
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tdwards eveniiig our hopes were again blighted by the start- 
Hog sight of extensive and unbroken fieldaof ice, stretching 
to the extremest point of visibn. Seeing, therefore, no chance 
of further progreas at prcscnt,«I encamped on a spot which, 
judging from the circles of stones found regularly placed, had 
doubtless at some time' been used by the Esquimaux for the 
same purpose.* 

We were on an island; and the ridges and cones of 
sand were not only of great height, but singularly crowned 
with immense boulders, gray with lichen, which assuredly 
would haye been considered as having been placed by design, 
had not the impossibility of moving such enormous masses 
proved ineontestibly that it was Nature's work* It was with 
indescribable sorrow that I beheld from one of ihmc boulders 
a firm field of old ice, which had not yet been disturbed frotn 
its winter station* The nearest land was a bold rocky bluff 
about ten miles to the northward, but receding thence to an 
indistinct outline; the southward view offered nothing moro 
encouraging, for the shore in that direction was low and dis- 
tant; while to the eastward, which was manifestly our course, 
a black line, <:upposed to be water, just bordered the horizon. 
The Whok' of this expanse was scaled with ice; and with the 
exception nf n lane of open water from our encampment to a 
sand-hill m the south-west, and some smnll holes too remote 
from each other to serve any purpose, tliere was not a place 
that could with any certainty he fixed on as affording a pass- 
age. Nevertheless the attempt was made the next morning 
a little past 3 a. m. ; and thouu;h without the slightest idea of 
getting beyond the !iand-hill, i dirccli-d the steersman to pull 
for it: iu duinii which we soon lost all traces of the current. 
The 'lane grew narrower as wc proceedeil, uniil there was 
barely room for the hoat to pass with the poles. The ice 
here, far froiii being decayed, was two iecL thick, grccu, and 
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compact, and gaye ominoiia token of what was in xoaerve U» 
uaiarthernorth.* 

Haying arriyed at our Ultima Tlmle^ we aseended the high- 
. cat hill near; but only to ace one wide and dazzling field of 
ice extending far away in eyery direction, and preaenting a 
uniform bed of sharp and ragged pointa, that would haya 
ground the keel to powder had we tried to launch aerosa it 
As for canyioj^ the wood wias much too sodden and heayy 
to allow the thought to be entertained. The steeramen, 
whose long acquaintance with inland ice had made them skil- 
ful in discoyering the best way of oyerooming auch difficultiea, 
were despatched to difierent stationa, that by crosaing the 
yjew they might haye the better chance of acquiring the ne- 
ccsBsry information; they returned^ howeyer, with nothing 
but regrets at their want of succesa, and did not hesitate to ex- 
press an opinion that a passage, could not be reckoned upon 
until the natural disruption of .the main body. Nor was this 
the reault of any lukewarmnesa; for, on the contrary, they 
were zealous and hearty in jthe cause in which they had em- 
barked/ and the expression of the opinion 'was evidently 
painful to them. Of this a proof was immediately given by 
their cheerfulneas in preparing for a start when I was heard 
to say that we would try what old voyageurt could do. I 
had in fact discovered by means of the telescope a slip of 
what 1 took to be water away to the N. E., in which direc- 
tion, from the invariable pointing of nil the Esquimaux marks 
we had yet seen, I felt confident that not onh' the river but 
the sea would be found. Patches also were visible in \hf ire 
between the water and the ci]ipr)site land; and it was clear 
Uiat if we could only get along the low soiithr rti s!iorc, which, 
though apparently unpromising, yet Iroui Us shallowness and 
greater radiatitm of heat favoured tlie chance of a narrow lane, 
WO might, by making a lew portages, be fortunate enough to 
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succeed in reaching the open water; and at all events, whe- 
ther wc reached it or not, the peopie would be occupied, and 
prevented fi oin brooding over their difficulties, and alarming 
Lheniiielve:) wiUinQticipaUuu ul ima^iuary evils. 

For several hours we continued to creep slowly to the 
suuLh, sometimes wedpcd in the ice, at others cuttin^; through 
it witli axes, and breaking huge masses away, — now bring- 
ing the weight of the boat and cargo to act, then lifting her 
with fenders on each side cautiously through the openings; 
and thus was the way groped nearly all day, till, as the sun 
got low, • shallow ptrt defied every attempt to paas it In 
▼ain did the people wide and earry the pieces to lighten the 
boat; atiU ake would not float am the large atones that paved 
the bottom. The ice, thweibre, was the only chance; *and 
after making a portage for some distance over an extremelj 
rotten part, she was absolutely lifted over the remaining ob- 
sCmctions^ jad again loaded; after which onr progress was 
more satisAictory, and hy nsing the nme means^ though at 
greater intervals, we at length* (at 9 r. k.) ^QMched the apetk . 
water with a strong current' But though the picturesque 
sand-hills seemed dose to ns, and the crew, half benumbed as 
they were from being so long in the, water, exerted them* 
selves to the utmost, and had moreover the aid of the cor* 
vent, still, with all this, we did not reafih land until past 10 
F. M« Onr observations placed us in latitude €5^ 48' 4" N., 
longitude 99° 40' 46" W., with variatioos 29^ 38' R ; an^ in 
sixteen hours we had only come fourteen miles. 

Joly Sl8t»I examined the lake from the summit of the 
hill above our encampment, and found that the current which 
had befriended us over night became powerless about two 
hundred yards farther on; at which point the main body of 
the ice commenced agun, and stretched to an undefinable 
34 
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distance, inlcnupled occasionally by jutting points, over 
\vliii li ill some places it was again visible. A small southerly 
channel, however, Icl lo some islands, and for these we steer- 
ed, but soon became hampered with surrounding ice. The 
same mode of proceeding was therefore adopted as on the 
preceding day; and in four hours we were lucky enough to 
have advanced eight milea, though not ia the direct line of 
our course. Some opeo water wts then seen to the nortii; 
and though doubtful if the river would be in that quarter or 
more to the eastward, I stood over for it, as the ineUoation 
of a line of sand-hills rather iavoured the former opinion. 
With a HtUe difficulty we succeeded in reaching a lane» which 
ultimately led us to Ae main land, against whose roeky ddes 
the ice again abutted. A portage was immediately made, 
and' the boat lifted over into the water. In ten minutes we 
were again stopped by ice, so thick that all our endeayonrs 
to cut a passage with the azes^ and break it as had been hith- 
erto donCf were utterly in Tain. Another plaoe, which 
seemed to offer fewer obstules, was tried with the ssme re- 
sult; we therefore landed and made a second portage ascross 
the rocks, which brou^t us to a sheet of water terminating 
in a rapid; and this,, though seldom a pleasing object to those 
who have to go down it, was now joyfully hailed by us as 
the end of a lake which had occasioned us so much trouble 
and delay. In summer, boweTer, or more properly speak- 
ing, autumn, this lake must be a splendid sheet of water; 
wherefore, regarding it apart from the vexations which it 
had caused me, I bestowed upon it the name of Lake Qanry, 
after Nicholas Garry, Esq., of the Hudson*s Bay Company, 
to whose disinterested zeal in the cause of polar discovery, 
and undcviating kindness to all connected with it, such 
honourable testimony lias been borne by Sir Edward Parry 
and Sir John Franklin that to dweli on them here Is super- 
fluous. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Gigantic Botdders.-'Danger from the Rapid4,—Coiur»eoftheRiter. 
—XioJee Maeiaugt^^i-'BaMardam Pas»agej—Sindai>*» FaU9»— 
JVM<f4r Bend, af the JHver.—Mnmt Meadowbank^AUitude 
ef tile Bodtai—l^ Trap Fomatiani-'MKajf* Peak,-^Lake 
fyaMnj—JB^rtneaiim fnm PeriL—SlttggMMtt ei Dbe Cm- 

Month ^ the Ud e w ee choL "CSxkbum Baif,'—P9kU Baekkeum, 
and Mangle** Ba]f.~-Point Beau/oH.— Our l*ngrtee arretted, 

—Montreal Island.— A Musk- Ox killed.— Birds on the fslaruL— 
Elliot Bay.— M Kay, etc. gent along the Coatt.—Egquimaujc En- 

camp ntrnt.f.— Cape Hay. — Point Oirlc— Progress obstntcfed by the 
Jce. — A Piece of Drift-vood found. — Juiand. — Disroreries by 
Mr. King. — Magnetic Of>srrvatioM. — Point Richtirtln in .— Point 
Hardy.— Conjecture* a* to a N. W, Pa**age and Channel to JKe- 
gmt'n Inlet. 

CoNasATULATiiio One another on our release, we went on 
with renewed spirits. Much ice was carried down the rapid, 
wfaidi, instead of going into the wide q^aee in front, was * 
impelled suddenly to the eastward, and thence again hurried 
by a strong northerly ctirrent into a branch of another l.ike» 
the bays of whid|jjrere iiot less than from twelve to fifteen 
milea doti^ Long iaD|^ of conical and cliff-broken aaiid* 
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IImIIs extended irregularly nearly round the compass, but 
mostly to the northward and westward, .towards whioh direc- 
tion the stream ran with immense force. There were no 
rocks visible nearer than Lake Garry; but gigantic boulders 
were strewed in every direction, and in two instances were 
seen on the summits of conical and isolated sand-hills, much 
resembling' those previously mentioned. One of these was 
very conspicuous, as well from its height as from its situsp 
tion in the centre of the river, thus forming an excellent 
mark for .the rapid from any direction. The thermometer 
had been as high as 108^ in the sun, and was 56^ in the shade, 
with a S. E. wind, so as to create considerable refraction 
during the gireater part of the day. The evenmg, howeveTf 
. was oool| and a little past 8 f. k. we encamped. 

k The*foIk)wiog day we got away at the usual hour, with 
the advantage of a swift current^ which now swept to ||ie 
n or th ward, and in* about an hour bnmg|it us to a sbx>ng rapid, 
the descent of which looked exceedingjly like going down 
hiU. After the usual examination, the steersmen were de- 
' sirous of lightening the boat before running if, but the water 
was too shoal for landing, and we were obliged to pole up a 
small rapid to an island; whence it was at lenglth decided, as 
no eligible landing-place could be found above or below it, 
to risk the descent with the whole cargo. It was a ease of 
necessity; so ofT wc pushed, and in a few minutes were 
plunged into the midst of curling waves and large, rocks; 
but the coolness of the crew, and the great dexterity of the 
bow and steenmen, avoided each danger as it arose. At 
length, however, One towering wave threw us on & rock, 
and something crashed; luckily we did not hang, for nothing 
could have resisted the force of the torrent, and the slightest 
check at such a time would have been inevitable destruction 
to Ihe whoie parly. After being whiried to and 6o by the 
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velocity of eountoHmirentiy we csciped from I3iif witfaoot 
other damage than a broken keel plate— en accident which 
left that part from thenceforth undefended— but rapid atUl 
followed rapid in diaagreeably quick racceoiouy and I ma 
not a litde rejoiced when we were again fairly in amooth 
water; for the lakea we had passed, with their unknown but 
aaauredly distant boundaries, and the numerous deep baya 
and other impediments to aland journey, such as I had acute 
leaaona for remembering, made the safety of the boat a para- 
mount consideration. Not that all ordinary accidents which 
could befall men in our situation bad not been already con- 
templated, and as far as my ability extended provided for; 
but these hourly demands on the nerves brought possible 
contingencies more home, and made them sink deeper into 
the mind. In short, I could not divert myself of those 
cares and anxieties which emy conscientious officer must 
feel for those, be they few or many, who look up to him for 
safety and direction. 

Much to our satisfection the river kept to the nordiwardi 
and gave us the hope of making a little latitude, now be- 
come extremely desirable; when suddenly, notwithstanding 
the long view ahead, towards which the current seemed to 
be setting, it turned off at a right angle, and opened into a 
spacious lake, the extremity of which could not be discern- 
ed. With singular eccentricity, howeyer, it soon apin 
trended northward throu^ a wide space with many deep 
bays, some of which were totally covered with ice. The 
islands were also numerous; and having passed between two 
where there was a rapid, we *came to so great an extent of 
water and ice, land beinrr not visible to the north, that the 
steersman exclaimed, "All the lakes we had yet seen are 
nothing to this one!'* In its large expanse the current was 
soon losty and proportionate ^barrasoment was occaaioaed ' 
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Its in deciding on the most probsble direetton for striking on 
the river. Several likely openings near nnd-hiUa were ex- 
plored ineffectually between north and eaat; for I was un- 
willing to think it would be found elaewhere. We reated on 
the oarsi but the boat remained motionleaai and gave no due 
to the current; nor was it until I imagined that I caught the 
faint sound of a fall, that we reluctantly pulled along a bor- 
der of firm ice which took us away due souths a direction the 
Tery<iOppoBita of that to which my wishes tended, and look* 
ing directly towards Chesterfield Inlet^ — the proximity of 
which, I will not deny, begsn to give me serious uneasiness. 
Still keeping south, we threaded a zigzag passage through a 
barrier of ice, and were then led by the increasing noise to 
the end of the lake, which received the name of <*Lak» 
Macdougall/' after my friend the Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
gsllant 79th Highlanders. 

Bending short round to the left, and in a comparatively 
eontracted channel, the whole force of the water glided 
smoothly but iiresistibiy towards two stupendous gneiss rock% 
from five to eight hundred feet high* rising like islands on 
either side. Our first care was to secure the boat in a smaU 
curve to the left, near which the river disappeared in its de- 
scent, sendii^ up showers of spray. We found it was not 
one (all, as the hoUow roar had led us to believe^ but a suc- 
cession of falls and cascadei^ and whatever else is horrible in 
such "confu.sion worse confounded." It expanded to about 
the breadth of four hundred yards, having near the centre 
an insulated rock about three hundred feet high, having the 
same barren and naked appearance as those on each side* 
'From the projection of the main western shore, which con- 
cealed the opening, issued another serpentine rapid and fall; 
while to the right there was a strife of surge and rock, the 
roar of wluch was heard iar and wide. The i^wce occupying. 
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the centre from the first descent to the island was full of 
sunken rocks of unequal heights, over which the rapid foam« 
ed and boiled^ aod rushed with impetuous and deadly fury* 
At that part it was rataed into an arch; while the aides were 
yawning and caTemous^ swallowing hugh masses of ice, and 
then again tossing the splintered indents high into the air. 
A more terrific sight- could not well be conceived^ and the 
impreasion which it produced was apparent on the counter 
nances of the men. * The portage was oyer scattered debris 
of the racks (of which two more with perpendicular and 
rounded sides formed a kind of wall to the left^) and afford- 
ed a rugged and difficult way to a single rock at the foot of 
the rapid> about a mile distant The boat was emptied of 
her cargpy but was still too heavy to be carried more than a 
few yatds; and, whatever the consequeDce, there was thus 
no alternatiTe but to try the iaJls. ' 

Every precantion that experience could devise was adopt- 
ed; double lines to the bow and stem were held on shore by 
the most careful of tiie men, and M'Kay and Sinclair took 
their stations at each end of the boat with poles, to keep her 
from dariiing against the racks. It was n#common attempt, 
and excited in me the most lively concern for their safety. 
Repeatedly did the strength of the cuirent hurl the boat 
within an inch of destruction, and as often did these able and 
intrapid men ward off the threatened danger. Still, amongst 
the many descents, she did not escape without some severe 
shocks, in one of which the r^naioing keel plate was entirely 
stripped away; *but cool, collected, prompt to understand and 
obey the mutual signs which each made to the other with the 
hand — ^for their voices w^ inaudible— the gallant fellows 
finally succeeded in guiding her down in safety'to the last 
fidl. There she was taken out of the water, and, with the 
assistance of Mr. Sing and myself, was, though with diffi- 
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cultyy carried below it. 'On our rcluru to the baggag^i I 
gave the men a good glass of grog, with praises which they 
had well earnc^d; and all being weary with exertion^ we en- 
eainped for the night.* 

At 3h. 30m. a. M. of the 23d, the people began currying the 
pemmicun and boxes across, a task which the loose and slip- 
pery stones made by no means easy; anU aware that it would 
take them till noon to complete the work, I gladly availed 
myself of the opportuaily to obtain observations; the result 
of which was, latitude 54' IS" N., longitude 98^ 10' 7" 
W., variation 29** 16' E. ; thus showing a dimunition of tho 
latter as we made northing: and indeed, the powerful action 
of some influence was apparent in the increasing sluggidmeM 
of the compass, which of late required to be frequently tap- 
ped at the aidei to make it move* But the noet fait««9tuig 
obaenrationa were those for dip and intensity, particularly 
with Hanaleen** needle. The former was taken with « Ter- 
tieal oompass by DoUond, which was yery dull and heavj, 
making few ▼ibrations; and when within 10° or 15° from lis 
last TibratioQ, swagging, and ultimately stopping suddenly. 
For the latter a horizontal one wae used» which moved ro« 
markably slow, and seemed to hang at the extremity of every 
oscillation; but still vibrated longer and more stoidily tfaaa 
might have been expected after the working of the other. 

I had now also leisure to ascend the highest of the rocks^ 
which had a smooth table summit of quartz, red felspar, and 
homeblende, the red predominating at that part, though par- 
tially covered with a gray and minute yellow lichen. The 
Esquimaux had here erected a small obelisk of slabs» placed 
perpendicularly on each other; and within a few paces of it 
were two more marks, one consisting of three longitudinal 
fi abluents resting against and supporting each other^ so as to 
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form ft triangQlarpTitiDid;* Mother abo of three pieees^ bat 
•0 placed to form tliree tides of a panUelogram. The tin 
of the last one I coold not diviney sinee it was too largp for ft 
fireplace^ of whicbt indeed^ there was no trace, and not se- 
cure enough for a cache. Among the loose debris, a cache 
might have been made sife erea from the plundering wol^ 
vereens; but in a situation so exposed there could be no so- 
curikj. *I could onl^ conjecture that it might, perhaps, serve 
as ft place of watch and concealment on hunting or other ex« 
cunlons which migjht bring the adventurer within reach of an 
enemy's arrow. These pilei, like thoic farther south, poiot> 
ed oorth^nuty and not due south to Chesterfield Inlet; which 
at this point was not more than ninety-ibnr miles firom us^* 
and towards which, until the turn at the Rock Rapid (our 
present encampment), the Thlew-ee*choh seemed to be di- 
rectly tendtngp 

The praipeet before ub^ viewed with a telesecqpe from the 
ocmmandingeminenee of the rock, extended to an immense 
distance^ but in no manner aided to clear up the doubt of 
what would be the ultimate oouree of the river. For at tfao 
utmost limit to the south-east, mingling with the white base 
of the atmosphere, water was distinctly aeen; which, by fol* 
lowing the windings of the valleyi^ could be tftoed to aboet 
four nuks of where we stood, this shoii intermediate space 
being occupied by a line of shallow rapida. To the norths 
east, indeed, interrupted glimpses were caught of a serpentine 
stream leading to some sand-hills; but, made cautious by dis- 
appointaaen^ we put little faith in such appearances. 

Whilst making these observations, I had not once turned 
round; but now doing so with the intention of proceeding on 
the voyage, I perceived, to my amasement^ that there was 
no spray rising from the rapid, and that its deafe n i ng roar 
95 
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had subsided into a grinding and hoIloW noise, which betok- 
ened the destruction of whatever it was which caused it. A 
phenomenon so utterly at variance with what had existed an 
hour before made me hasten down, more, however, lo took 
after the boat, than for the satisfaction of any curiosil} , as 
upon consideration I could not but infer that it was tlic ice 
driven by the wind and current together from Lake Mac- 
dougall, that was choking up the rapid. And so it proved; 
it was the disruption of the main body of the ice, or, as it ta 
called, the lift break up the aeaaoD, when fine weather 
may be expected. With this new obatade there was bo im- 
mediate contending; for In each a torrent the boat would 
have been crushed to atoms. At length, howerer^ the stream, 
which nulled with amazing velocity, by 5 p. x. so hr deai^ 
ed itsdf as tor allow of our loading the boat; not, however, 
without risk Grook the floating pieces which yet remained 
beating about in the eddy, and which it required the entire 
attention of two men to keep off. • Scarody had we pushed 
from the shore, when we were in the midst of rapids. Two 
were run; but the third was too dan^rous to allow tb^ at* 
tempt; consequently again we had to carryall the cargo acrom a 
portage of half a mile, while the boat so lightened was brouf^t 
safely down the rapid. The opposite shore was then disco- 
vered to be an island, round the western extremity of which 
another branch of the river cut a broad channel, and joined 
the one we had selected by a fall of ten feet A quarter of 
a mile below the junction, this extraordinary stream was 
checked by a shelving ledge of low rocks that turned it to 
the north, in the direction of the sand-hills which we had 
seen in the early part of the day. 

An overcast and stormy nigh^ with much rain, brought in 
a morning which forbade the attempt to start, as it was im- 
practicable^ with such a gale, to keep the lead in the rapid 



Digitized by Google 



OF THJE ARCTIC ASA. 



975 



before us; so that there was no choice but lo wait until it 
should calm. In the meantime, M'Kay waa sent to examine 
the river farther down, and returned about noon with an ac- 
count of several rapids and a large fall not far from us, and 
of having seen some marks on his way. In the afternoon, 
the journey was reBumed} and having followed the turn to 
the oorth, and got down the npids, we made a portage at 
Sioekir's Falls; 00 named after one of the ateertmeny who 
has been already frequently mentioned, and who was so oom* 
plete a boatman as to be equal to the duty of the bow also^ 
which station indeed he had all along filled. 

The river was now near a mile bioad, full of small rocky 
islands* with falls between each, not onUke the Pelican Fall 
in the Slave River. The boat was lowered down; and fol- 
lowing the bend, which was bordered by the sand-bills^ wo 
came to an opening disclosing some distant mountains, to- 
ward! which it was thought our course would lie. Conjec- 
ture, however, was, useless: even here, we were twice 
thrown out by the overlapping of low points and by counter 
currents; but at last we found a wide channel running to the 
S. E. At its entrance the fourth cache of pemmican was 
made; and as it was too late to see the stones in the water, 
we encamped. 

« 

July 2dth. — The weather was raw and cold, though the 
wind was southerly, and the thermometer 46^. The *banl» 
on either side were low, but curiously paved with round 
stones, probably forced in by ledges of grounded ice. The 
next reach turned to the northward, and became so wide that 
it migjht*well have been called a lake. Such expansions al- 
ways occasioned us some perplexity, from the uncertainty 
and difficulty there was in tracing the run of the current.* In 
this instance, however^ it was less inconstant than usual, 
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and ior a few miles continued nearly in the sune eourse; 
when, afler gradually contracting, it was broken by a mile of 
heavy and dangerous rapids. The boat WM lightened, and 
every care taken to svoid ificideets; 4ntt ao OTerwhelmijig 
wu the rush and whirl of the water, that ahe, and conse- 
quently those in her, were twice in the most imminent dan- 
ger of perishftig by being plunged into one of the gul& formed 
in the roeks and hollows of the ijapid. * It was in one of those 
singular and dangerous spots, whieh partake of the triple 
eharacter of a foU, rapid, and eddy in the short apace of t 
few ysidsy'that the crew owed tlieir safety solely to an unin- 
tentional disobedience of the ateersman^a direetiona. The 
power of the watery fiur exceeded whatever had been wit- 
nessed in any of the other riven of the country, that the 
same precautions successfully used elsewhere were wesk and 
unavailing here. The steersman was endeavouring to dear 
a iall and some sunken rocks on the left, but the man to whom 
he qioke misunderstood him, and did exactly the reverse; 
and now, seeing the danger, the steersman swept round the 
boat's stern: instantly it was caught by an eddy to the ri^t, 
which, snapping an oar, twirled her irresistibly«broad side on; 
00 that for a moment it seemed uncertain whether the boat 
and all in her were to be hurled into the hollow of the fail, or 
dashed stern foremost on the sunken rocks. Something per> 
haps wiser than chance ordained it otherwise; for how it 
happened no account can be given, but so it was that her 
head swunii; inshore towards the heach, and thereby gave 
Sinclair and others an opportunity of springing into the wa- 
ter, and thus, by their united strength, rescuing her from 
her perilous situation.' Now had the man to whom the tirsl 
order was given understood and acted upon it, no human 
power could have saved the crew from bcinc; buried in the 
frightful abyss. iSor yet could any blame be justly attached 
to the steersman: he had never been so situated before; and 
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even in this imminent peril his coolness and self-possession 
never forsook him. At the awful moment of suspense, when 
one of the crew with less nerve than his companions hcfrim to 
cry aloud to Heaven for aid, M'Kay, in a still louder voice, 
exclaimed, **Is this a time for praying? Pull your starhoard 
oar." .**Heaven helps those who help themselves" seems to 
have been the creed of the stout-hearted highlaader.' 

* On the eastern side we noticed some marks, as well as the 
remains of an Esquimaux encampment; but nothing which 
denoted when they had been there. 'Having made another 
cache of pemmican, at the foot of Escape Rapid, in order to 
lighten the hoat as much as possible, we pursued our course; 
but had not got more than two miles farther, when a thick 
fog and pelting rain obscured tlie view, and obliged us to 
land for shelter. As soon as it cleared, which was not before 
the evening, we renewed the attempt; and were urged by a 
strong current considerably to the eastward, the river now 
taking that direction through a range of cliffy s;ind-hills,' in 
which, on some occasions of more than common obstruction, 
its eddies had scooped out extensive basins. The current, 
always swift, now rushed on still faster, and soon became a 
line of heavy rapids, which more than once made me trem- 
ble for our poor boat; for in many parts, not being able to 
land, we were compelled to pull hard to keep her under 
command, and thus flew past rocks and other dangers with a 
velocity that seemed to forebode some desperate termination: 
happily, however, we escaped ; though only to begin another 
series. Along the banks of these last lay S€\yeral dead deer, 
which had doubtless been drowned in attempting to swim to 
the opposite side. At 8 p. m. we arrived near a detached 
momttainoof rock dipping to the western shore of the river, in 
which qowter the dflteent, now manifteli »• well as the hoUow 
rowi plahily indicitBd lonirthing whleh. at that late hone it 
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was prudent to ayoid; and, to say the truth, howerer habit 

may in most things produce a sort of callous indiflfereoee to 
danger, I had abundant proof this day that the rule does not 
always hold good, for the very ilite of my men were begin- 
ning to evince a cautiousness which was quite new to them; 
arul the order for encamping waa executed with a very sig^- 
ficaot alacrity. 

Within a few hundred yards of us, nine white wolves wer^ 
prowling round a herd of nuisk oxen, one of which was shot; 
but, being a bull, was too strongly scented to be eaten. As 
there was no possibility of inaldnt:; ;i portage, should it Ijc 
necessary, on the side where we had encamped, at daylight of 
the following morning we pulled up sUcam to cross over, 
nnd ste if it \vm more favourable on the other side. The 
descent broke over a fall five feet deep, opposite to a gloomy 
chasm in the rock; but b» it did not reach quite to tlie eastern 
side, the boat was enabled to pass it» and then ran the Wolf 
Rapid. Some of the animals wliosc luime it bore seemed to 
^ be keeping a brisk look-out lor what might happen. 

Several otlier rapids (for there was no end of them) work- 
ed tlieir way between high rocks, which now, for the first 
time sincb the river had turned so riiuch to the eastward, lay 
on that side; a circumstance that I thought augured well for 
a northerly bend at no great distance. But what most grati- 
fied me was the disappearance of the sand-hills, which I 
beheld as so many enemies to our cause, that were gradually 
leading us away to the wrong side of our object. My joy, 
therefore, may be imagined at seeing, as we advanced, that 
my hojjes were, after all, likely to be realized; lor the late 
suspicious trending to tlie eastward, almost in a parallel of 
latitude, had again created doubts lu my miud, and set me 
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speculatiiiG; whether liic river might not yet tcnniuale in 
Wager Bay. 

* 

AiifitliCr cache was made, witli tin additron of a little am- 
Miniiliion nnd tobacco. Some more rapids led farther to the 
iiurlli; and the stream, as may he supposed, after llic addi- ♦ 
tion of so many trihutaries, maintained an imposing breadth, 
being, in some parts, upwards of a mile. Both sides were 
hemmed in by mountains, covered as usual with boulders 
and large fragments of looae splintery rock^ the duk md 
purplish hue of which relieved the gireen shelving slopes 
dotted with herds of. musk oxen. 

A glimpse of the son at noon gsve the Ittitnde 66* 6' 94" 
N. s nearly abreast of a picturesque and eommandiog moun- 
tain, with steep sloping sides to the south-west, where cattle 
were feeding, but to the northward broken into iearful pre- 
cipices and oyerhanging cliffs, inaccessible to the foot of man. 
It was by br the most conspicuous eminence we had seen; 
and, from some ianeied likeness^ the people said, ^'Here's 
Hoy Head, — give way, boys, we are not ftr from the sea.*' 
The remark took me in -imagination to Auld Reekie; and I 
called the hill Mount Meadowbank, in honour of the learned 
lord of that name. 

After a course of six miles to the south-east, the river again 
veered nortfaerly, rushing with fearful impctuority anoong 
rocks and large stones, which raised sueh whtripools in the 
rapids as would have put the strength of a canoe in jeopardy. 
The boat's breadth of beam and steady trim kept her up in 
such trials; but, though we escaped the rapid, we had a nar- 
row chance of being dashed on the beach by the eddy. The 
low projecting point of rock, against which we had been thus 
almost thrown and then whirled away frpm by the receding 
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current, was remaikable ior a row of piled stour s or ^labs, 
pla'ced a few feet aparl, which, as \vc shot the rapid, were aU. 
first uiislaken for figures gazing at ut>. On the neighbouring 
hills andmountains were many more of a Mii»ilar cuuitrucLion, 
which, wc could easily understand, might serve for marks to 
. guide the natives through tlie country; but for what purpose 
this '^picquet'' mounted guard at ^he foot of the rapid, wajt 
I not quite so clear to our comprchcasioDS. 

To the westward the rocks attained considerable altitude, 
and, comparatively speaking, had become even mountainous. 
They were desolate, rugged, and barren; but to the eastward 
there was more vegetation, on a shelving and regular eoui- 
try. More rapids were passed; and, at 8 r. m., wa mamp' 
ed umter tbe lee of a high iock» partially dad with ahmhi 
and mom, in which the miiBk osen and deer bad tnmped 
deep tracks. It was <^ponte to a solitary bank of mnAf 
that formed the western entrance to a small liver apparently 
a favourite resort for geese, which, having frequeotod it in 
numberless flocks during the moulting season^ bad left 
thousands of tbe finest quills strewed on tbe sand. Caiti 
might have been laden with them. 

The morning of the 27tli was cloudy and cold; the ther- 
mometer being 40° with a south-west wind. We were on 
the water by 4 a. h., and were gratified to find that the 
river maintained the same direction, with a breadth varying 
from three-quarters of a mile to a mile, and with a border ef 
granitic' mountains on each aide. A rapid that was passed 
caused it to deviate a little to the westward; and, on tbe right 
bank of a second one, more intricate than the fira^ we ob- 
served the marka and traces of three eSreolar eneam|mienti^ 
tbe inner portiooa of wbieh were divided into aeetioai^ aaif 
for the convenienep of different occMpanta. Near thi% the 
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meki beeune iteepcr, if poaibfe more burren, and distin- 
guiehcd from those farther south by tlieir precipitoiM aideo 
and dift fining to the wealand nortik-weat 

In the ailBnioon» the atream took a wide aweep; and at a 
bty to the westward* half screened by huge roeks^ it reoeiT- ' 
ed anothor large tribntaiyy whieh I named after Lieotenant- 
Qeneral Sir Thoaaas Montiesor. It was here that the trap 
fimnation first exhibited itael( rising ridge over ridge, like 
a range of long flat ateps, with bare and rounded sides, some- 
times terminatiDg precipitously. Many dipped into the 
water in a line with e few sandy iahnds, which sprang, like 
sugar loavefly from the bosom of the stream, end the yellow 
snrlacea of which had an appearance of forced and un- 
natural gne^, amidst the ^oom of that dark and desohte 
scenery. 

The swollen river now rolled on in sullen and deathlike 
silence, k>ng undisturbed by any thing louder than an ocea- 
sienal bubbling caused by the unoTonneas of the bottom. But 
the shoies gpC nearer and nearer, and, for a spaee> it was 
quite uncertain in what quarter we should go. 

There was a rocky hill^ so remarkably Ibhiicd as to hanre 
attraeted theattention of all of ua for some time. The base, 
which wss equal in height to the surrounding raountaina^ 
was one enormous mass of round pmy rock, surmounted by 
a larip cone of the same substance, which so exactly resem- 
bled in outline the crater of a volcano, and was withsl so 
bhcky that it required no straining of the imagination to ooo- 
oeive it one. At a distance it was taken for an ialand; but 
as we advanced, we found itto fiia a part of the eastern ahore^ 
and Were soon made aware that the contracted outlet of the 
river lay at its ibot On our landini^ the stecnman volun*' 
36 
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teered tx) ascend it, to ^ot, as he termed it, ''a good look at 
the river;" and in consequcnco we christened it JVI 'Kay's 
Peak. From its giddy liLiglit the rapid looked b8 even and 
smooth as oilj and in that supposition, having taken the pre- 
caution to lighten the boat forwartl, we pushed off, and tlie 
next minute were in it I think I shall never forget Uic 
moment of the first descent down what cannot be more tiily 
described than as a steep hill. There was not, it is true, a 
single break in the smootlinc-s of the surface; but wilh such 
wild swiftness were we borne along, tliat it reqnirod our ex- 
trcmcat efforts, tliu very tug of life, to keep the boat clear oi 
tlie gigantic waves below: ^ind we succeeded at last only to 
be tossed about ia the Cbarybdia of its almost irresistible 
whirlpooU. 

Having got out of this trouble, nothing loth, we breathed 
more freely again in the wide stream, which now carried uii 
gently forward. Craggy rocks, as before, bordered each 
side, the western being the more open of the two, with un- 
dulating prairies. At the end of six miles, a sandy biuti from 
the left seemed to bar the river; but, on drawing closer, it 
proved, ass expected, the beginning of another rapid; wtiit li, 
however, was more civil than the last, and allowed us to pa^s 
with a few good-humoured buffetings to make us free of its 
waters. 

When we hati IViirly entered the mountainous country, and 
the river had taken a decided turn to the norllinani, I cer- 
tainly did not contemplate any other iutcrnijition than rapids 
or falls; my astonishment will therefore be luuierstood, when, 
from the foot of the rapids, we emerged into the expanse of 
ft tpaeiooi lake, bound^ only by the horizon, and stretching 
away in a diraetioD about N. N. W.' For a while the current 
waa idtf and guided i» on; but aoon the old difficulty waa 
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experienced, and wc ha«l attain to grope our way towards the 
river as we might A cold head-wind with rain did not aid 
this operation; and as the evcninc; was already far advain LMi, 
we encamped, — after which divine service was read in the 
tent I had already b^n to the sumniit of a tolerably high 
hi]l, but could not descry any land: there was, however, 
much ice in a N. N. W. bearing; and the space between the 
western shore and us, wliicii iniL^ht be from five to six miles, 
was quickly lilhiig up by the drilling masses from the main 
body. It was, therefore, an important consideration to push 
on as fast as possible, and secure the passage that was still 
left; but whether, in eflTecting this, the right or the left side 
should be preferred, was a question that I had some difficulty 
in solving. The general direction of the last two days would 
iMive hiclincd me to lean to the western shore;'but depending 
on the marks, which were now seen on every height, I chose 
tlic otlicr; and starting at 4 a. m. , July 28, with a chilly 
north-west wind, and thr thcrniomuLcr at 38°, we made for 
au i^iiand right uixcad, and bearing N. N. £. 

A short biTakiivi scu and the ire lo^r'tlicr conslclrrably im- 
peded our progress; but on reaching tiic tsland, we opened 
upon a baV) into which Lpulled, with the douhlp ))urpose of 
finding; the river if it were there, or of creeping under a wea- 
ther sliore if it were not; and after a course of about three 
miles to an isbnd, which formed a strait with the mainland, 
we had the snti^far! ion to find that the current was running 
with us to lliu eastward. Leaving the lake, therefore, which, 
as a slight tokr n of my sincere regard, I called after my friend 
Captain Sir John Franklin, whose name will always be asso- 
ciated with this portion of America, wc followed the stream, 
which, u;>ual, soon broke into a rapid: this was safely 
passed; but the next, close to it, deniandctl in uic caution; 
for, from it:^ bicadtli, winch was not less than tin cc-quartcra 
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of a mile, and the white spray which wm rising at the vanish- 
ing line, it was clearly not to be ventured on without a pre- 
liminary examination. Aiul fortunate it was that the pre- 
caution was Liken; for Uicre wai> a rapidly inclined descent 
of twenty feet, divided at the upper end by two ii>lands, and 
at the lower end by one, thickly spread with perpendicular 
sUbs set up as marks, three or four feet high, and many even 
more. The entire spaee of the npid was shoal, and eBeam- 
beied with otonesy which threw up e coDliiitiovB ibeet of 
Ibtni; hut an inner dnniiel along the weitora hank admttled 
of the boat'a being towered down quite lig^t with ropes and 
polea aa far aa the lower Idand. Here» however^ time wan 
an awkward All, wfaieh it waa impossible to lower dow%^ 
neither waa the giround praetieaUe tfft n kiineh. The only 
method^ therefiofey which remained fi>r eartricating her froea 
her pieaent ritnationy however dangeniua the attenpt, waa lOk 
plunge into the breakeva outsit the idand. 

Prudence, and a proper regard tor the safety of my com- 
panions, made me hesitate at this trying juncture; but at 
length, placing a just reliance on Providence, and encourag- 
ed by the manifestation of that ardour which rendered the 
men superior to danger, I onlerod the mo^'c^lunt to be made, 
directing those who were to execute it to keep near the outer 
bank of the island, and if posfiible to land and lower down. 
In afewaeeonda they were out of sight; and anxiously, with 
Mr. King, I took my aintion on a hill that eommaaded the 
foot of the rapid, aa wdl ai thep<nnt round whkh thejr were 
to eome. IVeble the time elapaed that waa requiaite to 
bring them within 8ight»iknd aliU they did not appear. I 
aooured the riTor with the teleacope, yet aaw nothing hot 
water and roek. In Tain we atrained oar sight, in vain lia- 
tened for a voice; nothing waa heard or eeen hot thetolrent» 
which raged and rolled on heedleai of our anxiety. At thb 
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painful crisis, when apprehension was beginning to prevail 
over hope, the boat suddenly appeared, seeming to cut her 
way through the solid land of the lower part of the island, 
where, as we afterwards learned, there was a very narrow 
and shoal channel, entirely concealed from us, through which 
the men had cautiously lifted her. The trouble attending 
this proceeding had caused the delay which had alarmed us; 
nor was it until noon that the arrangements were again com- 
pleted for resuming the journey. 

I may take occasion to remark here, that ever since leav- 
ing Rock Rapid, the compass needles had been getting daily 
more sluggish; and at this place, where there were many 
rocks in situ, or lying in fragments on the mossy soil, though 
I could not find that these directly affected them, they would 
hardly traverse at all when at rest; and mine frequently re- 
mained wherever it was placed, without evincing the slight-^ 
est tendency to recover its polarity. However, the constant 
jerking motion of pulling did so far move them about as to 
enable me to get the courses with some approach to exact- 
ness, though certainly not so as to be depended upon without 
the assistance of the chronometers. 

• 

A fine open reach ahead at first held out the prospect of 
repaying us for lost time; but, at the end of three miles, the 
river became again pent in by almost meeting rocks of consi- 
derable altitude, the summits of which were crowned with 
the usual upright marks, still more numerous even than be- 
fore. The disappearance of the surface line of water, and 
successive jets of mist thrown up against the gray rocks, gave 
unequivocal tokens of a fall; and, while examining the rapid 
tl^at led to it, we perceived that, besides the marks on the 
ea.stem hill, there were many active and bustling figures, 
cither pressing in a close group or running about from place 



286 JOUR1IS7 TO THB 8HOBE8 

to place, in manifest confusion. These were the^Esquimaux, 
of whom we had so long and ardently wished to get a sight 
Some called out to us, and others made signs, warning us, as 
we thought, to avoid the &U, and croas over to their aide of 
the water: but when our mtentkm of doing so was apparent 
the. men ran towards U8» braiidialdiig their spears, uttering 

' loud yells, and, with wild gesticulations, motioning to ua 
not to land.* For all this I was quite prepared, knowing the 
alarm which they must natorally feel at beholding stranggers 
issuing from a quarter whence hitherto the scourge of merci- 
less wsiiare only had TFisited their tribes. As the boat ground- 
ed they formed into a semieirde» about twenty-five paces 
distant^ and with the same yelling of some uninteUigtUe 
wordy and the alternate elevation and depression of both ex- 
tended armsi apparently continued in the highest stste of ex- 
citement: utttili landing alone» and without visiUo weapoDy 
I walked deliberately up to them^ and» imitating their own 
action of throwing up my hands^ called out Tim^— peace. 

* In an instant their spears were flung upon the ground; andy 
putting their hands on tiieir breaitSy they also called out Ti- 
mi» with much more doubtless greatly to the puiposcy but to 
mc of course utterly unintelligible. However^ I interpreted 
it into friendship; and, on that suppositiony'I endeavoured to 
make them comprehend that we were not Indians^ but Kah- 
loonda — Europeans— come to benefit not to injure themj and 
as they did not, like their neighbours to the north, go through 
the ceremony of rubbing noses by way of salutation, I adopt- 
ed the John Bull fashion of shaking each of them heartily by 
the hand. Then patting their breasts, according to their own 
manner, I conveyed to them, as well as I could, <hat the 
white men and the Esquimaux were very good friends. 

All this seemed to give great satisfaction, which wis cer- 
tainly not diminished by a present to each of two new shi- 
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ning Imttom. ' TtMie, iome liili-hook% And other trifles of a 
like kindy were the only articles which I had brought for 
thif pufpeee, being atrongjiy opposed to the customsry dona- 
tion of knivei^ h atchets^ and other sharp instrumentSf which 
may be so easUy turned to use against the party presenting 
then. They eipressed moch sstonishment at sedng me 
eonstantly refer to a small Tooabolary with which Mrr 
LewiSy of the Company's servieey hsd been kind enough 
to provide me; and were waggish enotig^ to laugh at 
my patchwork discourse of mispronounced and raisap> 
pUed words, and scarcely more intelligible signs. 'Whilst 
we were thus engaged^ some old men» half blind, came tot- 
tsring up with their spearsi accompanied by two equally old 
women, carrying short an^l i ndely fashioned iron knives, 
which, like the sword of the redoubted HudibraSf would do 
to toast or strike withal; but, perceiving the upUftied hands 
of their friendsi the men threw their spears on the ground.' 

Conceiving that I had now in some degree gained their 
confidence, though not so entirely but that each held the 
knife or stiletto-shaped horn grasped in his hand by way of 
precaution, I suppose^ against treachery, I dureeted M*Kay 

and Sinclair to go and examine the ftll, with a view to mn 
it, if possible, and so avoid the making a portage, iearing lest 
the sight of our baggago migl^t tempt the natives to steal, and 
so provoke a rupture. They nndcrstood at once what we 
were about; so, to draw off their attention, I went with 
them to their tents, which were three in number, one single 
and two joined together, ooo^tructed in the usual manner 
with poles and skins. On our arrival, I was struck with 
tlie sight of a sort of circuravallation of piled stones^ pre- 
cisely similar to .those which wc had passed, and arrang;c(}, 
as I conjectured, to serve for shields against the missiles of 
their enemies; as, besides the how, arrow, and spesr, these 
people make a most efiective use of the sling. Many dogs, 
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dfaii ioliNrior dse, were beilGiiig in tbe ninihiiiei and thiwiiJy 
of fidi lay ell eniUDd split, and expoaed to diy on tiie rocki^ 
tbe ma [appearing to be particnlarly priaed. Tbea% wbieb' 
were Vbite fiab and small trinity had been eangbt in tbe eddy« 
below the fiJIy and kept aliTe in pools eonatmetad for the 
pupoae^ Tbe women and ebildreny about a doM in nam*' 
ber» eane out of the tents to see me; and the men pointed 
otti their own helpmates and oifiipring with apparent fond- 
ness. Beads were soon distribOtedHo both the women and 
children, and in return they gave me aome trifles of their 
own rude manufaeture. 

By this time the steersman reported tbe impracticability of 
getting down tbe owing to a dangerous rock near thef^ 
centre; and waalnstraeted, in eonsequence, to have the bagv 
gag^ carried over the portage, in such a manner tliat one' 
person should always be with the depdt, while Mr. King, 
who had general directions never to lose si^t of the boat, 
would superintend the whole. While the crew were thus 
oceupied, 1 took upon me the part of amuabg the Esqui- 
maux, by sketching their likeneases and writing down their 
names. This gratified them exceedingly; but their merri- 
ment knew no bounds when I attempted,' what was really no 
easy task, to pronounce what I had written.* There might 
have been about thirty-five altogether; and, as far as I could 
make out, tht yhnd never seen "Kabloonds** before. They had 
a cast of countenance superior to that of such of their nation as 
I had hitherto seen, indicating less of low cunning thun is 
generally stamped on their features; though, in most other 
respects, f^ufficiently resembling them. The men were oi ihc 
average statvirc, well knit, and athletic. They were not tat- 
tooed, noitlicr did their vanity incommode them with the lip 
and nose oruamenta ol those farther west; but, had they been 
disciples of the ancient iaihersy who considered "the practice 
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of shaving as a lie agamst our own faces," they 'could not 
have nurtured a more luxuriant growth of beard, or culti> 
vated more flowing mustachios. * In the former they yielded 
the palm only to that of Master Geortje Killing;worth, 
**which was not only tljick, broad, and ycUuw-coioured, but 
in length fivo feet and two inches of assize."* 

•The women were much tattooed about t!\e fece and* the 
middle and fourth • fingers. ' The only lady whose portrait 
was sketched was lo flattend at being selected for the dli» 
tinction» tiiat in her fear lest I should not sufficiently see erery 
grace of her good-tempered eoantenftiieey abe inlaiitiy Witeh- 
td my eye; and, aeoordmg to her notioii of the part I waa 
pendlling) pratnided kf or.tomad it ao aa to km bm *iio 
emoaa Ibr not deihieating it in the full proportion of Ita 
beantf • Thua, aeeingme look at her head, ahe iaamedialely 
bent it down; atared portentously when I afcetdied her eyes; 
pofled out her eheeka when their turn arrtTod; and, finally^ 
peneiTing thai I waa touehing In the mouth, opened it to the 
full ^itent of her jawi^ and throat out the whole length of 
her tongue. ' She had aaz tattooed linea dirnwn oMiqualy firom 
the noatrila aenm eaeh ebeek; ei^itaeo fnm her mouth 
naroaa her ehin ind the lower part of the late; ten aonll 
onea^ hfanehing like a lareh tree from the eonier of eaeh 
eje$ and eig^ torn the forehead to the eantie of tho noan 
between the eyefarowa. But what waa moat remarkable in 
hw appearanoe waa the oblii|ue poaition of the eyea; the 
inner portion of which waa eonaideitbly depraawd, whilat 
the other waaproportionateily elevafeed. The noatrila were a 
good deal expanded, and the mouth large. Her hair was jet 
blaekf and aiaaply parted in front into two large curli^ or 
rather featoen^ which were secured in their places by a fillet 

*Barrow^Chroo. Hhi of Voyases. c HaUoyt 
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of white deer skin twined round the head, whilst the re- 
mainder hung loose behind the cars, or flowed not unjfrace- 
fully over her neck and shoulders. Sho was the most con- 
spicuous, though they wltc all of the sami' family: they were 
singularly clean in tlieir jiersonsand garments; and, notwith- 
standing tlie linear embellishments of their faces, in whose 
mysterious figures a mathematician might perhaps have found 
something to solve or perplex, they possessed a sprightlincss 
which gave them favoui in tlic i } es of my crew, who de- 
clared ''they were a aci oi bouuic-lookmg crcuLiucs.'* 

There was no other peculiarity to distinguish ihc tribe iVum 
those portrayed by Parry ai^d Franklin; except in on(. wild 
looking man, who lia\-ini; on a pair of musk-ox skin breeches, 
wiLli ail tlie honours of tlie shaggy mane outside, reminded 
me strongly of the fabled satyrs of the olden time. . But be 
was a character even unong Esquimaux. 

They had only five keiyaks or canoes; and the few imple* 
ments they possessed were merely such as were indispensa- 
ble for the procuring of food; viz. knives, spears, and arrows* 
The bladcf of the firrt and the hcwis of the last were some- 
times hoFDy bnt oftener rough imiiy and had probahljr been 
obtained by barter from thdr eaatem nd^^bottia; a oonjee- 
tore tt> whieh I am inclined to attach the more weight from 
the fact that the models of some of their little presents re> 
semUed the Indian daggers disposed of at the Company's 
posts througjboutthe country. 

They knew nothing of any ship having been in Regentfs 
-Inlet; bnt after I had sketched the nyer near them* one of 
the most intelligeBt took the pencil, and at my request drew 
the ooast line from its mouth, which, he said, we would reich 
on the following day; and after prolonging It thence a Ihtfe 
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to the northward, made rxn extraordinary bend to the south- 
ward. On my asking if it were indeed so far south, he took 
mc to the highest rock, from which a range of distant mown- 
tnin"? was visible to the cast; anf! first extending his arm 
Inw irtb thn sen, nearly north, he di i w his body backwnrd 
iu a curved attitude, projecting his hand so as to intimate the 
trending of the land in lhat direction. Continuinc; then to 
make a rurvc with his hand from west to cast, hv turned 
slowly rtiurwl, repeating very quick, "Tarreoke, tarreoke,'* 
— the sta, 111' sea; and having got to a bearing about K. S. E., 
he suddenly stopped, accompanying the action with the ob- 
servation of "Tarreoke naga,''&c. ; importing that in that 
direction there was no sea, hut plenty of musk oxen, lie 
was also acquainted wiih Akkuolcc, which my readers will 
perhaps recollect as having been named to Sir E. Parry by 
the Esquimaux in Ilecki and Fury Strait, and intimated by 
a repetition of the same movement that his tribe took that 
course to go thither. From this action, perfectly in keeping 
with the outline he had drawn, it wi« natural to infer the 
jutting out of some promontory, from wfaidi the ihore took 
a complete turn south "oi our position; an intimation whidi> 
far from exciting surprise, only strengthened the opintoo 
which, in common with many others eoiiTersant with the 
subject, I had always entertained of a continuous coast line^ 
probably indented with bays, between Point Turnagain and 
Regent's Inlet Had it been the will of Proyidenoe that poor 
Augustus should have been with me, this and numberless 
other uncertainties would have heen definitiTely set at rest; 
hut where there is no common language for the interchange 
of ideas, aU conclusions must at best be oneeHiin; and few 
men have so much mastery over themselves as not to lean 
alnrast unconseioudy towards a preconceived opinion. In- 
dependently of the ^ffieulty of catching the meaning of their 
quickly uttered sentences^ of which the sounds esesped the 
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nieoioiyt I wift iurthiTuaYorlndateiii tliediituiiilarilycrfBiy 
voeabukiy (taken from Sir E. Fairy's works) to tboir dialeet; 
tboogb thifl^ ]>erl»pSy was not gretter than mi^t be foODd in 
the syme distanee apy where elae^ aa ibr eiample between 
iHmdott and some parts of Lsn c pshire, the respective abori- 
ginab oC whidi would be not a little puialed to find oat each 
otfier'a meaning 

However, as regarded the Esquimaux, there could be no 
mistaking the word "tarreoke," — ^the expressive aetiony— 
or the delineation, which latter I have preserved. 

Information was now brought me that the crew were quite 
unequal to the task of conveying the boat over the portage, 
even by launching, our last resource. So, like a prudent 
general, I at once changed my tactics; and, taking advantage 
of the good humour of our new aequaintances, requested them 
to give us a helping hand. The request was cheerfully com- 
plied with, and, with their assistance, we succeeded in cany- 
iog the boat below the fall^sothat* in reality, I was indebted 
to them for getting to the sea at all. Altogether, indeed^ 
whether owing to their natural inoffensiveness or to the few- 
ness of tbeir numbers^ they were good-natured and friendly. 
They seemedy moreover^ to have some notion of the rights 
of property; for one of them having picked up a small piece 
of pemmiean^ repeatedly asked my permission before he 
would eat it 

It wua late when Ave got away, and then Lhc bread tii and 
deep bays uf the river so puzzled us that we went astray. 
Having -At last, with much trouble, regained the current, we 
were carried to some monntnins on the western shore, where 
we encamped^ and appointed a watch ior the night 
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By 4 a. m.) July 29th, we were afloat; but the weather 
was cloudy and cold, with a northerly breeze, and the ther- 
IBOllieter at 4l^°. At sun-rise a fog began to spread, and 
poon became so dense that wc found ourselves in the midst 

of several rapids before we were in the least aware of their 
presence; and subsecjuentiy the breeze freshened, and the fog 
increased so much, that, unable to see distinctly, %ve were 
obliged to lie by unlil it :^hould clear. In the meantime the 
sun nrrnsinnallv broke tlirough the clouds, andennblr-d me to 
obtain observations, the results of which were, latitude QT' 
r 31" N., longitude ^4° 10' 45" W. and the variation by 
the sun's bearing with JhLater's compass, the one commonly 
used^ 8*' 30' W.* 

T)» afternoon permitted w to proceed; and it was while 
threading our way hetween aome aand-banka, with a strong 
enirenty that we first eaoght ai^t of a majeatic headland in 
the extreme distance to the north, which had a coast-like 
pearance. This important promontory was suhseqnently 
honoured by receiving the name of Her Royal Highness tiM 
Princess Victoria. The sand-banks also now became broken 
into cliBS) which, dwindling away on the eastern side to a 
vanishing point, subsided on the western into low flats, the 
level of which was just broken by hnlf a doxen snndy knolb 
q)aringly tipped with a few blades of dry grass. Tlie banks 
on this.side were cut by several channels leading to the lefl, 
but shallow, and not navigable. The country on both sides 
was swaiQpy, and gradually sloped upwards to the distant 
moontaiasL I ■ ^ 

•This then nay be considered as the mouth of the TUew- 
ce-choh, w^Uchy after a violent and tortuous course of five 

•See Appendix. • ' * 
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hundred and thirty geagraphical mileB^ runniDg throagh an ' 
iron-ribbed country without a aingle tree on the whole line of 
its banks, expanding into fine lai^ge lakea with clear horinma^ 
moat embarrassing to the navigator, and broken into £ills^ 
eiBcades, and rapids^ to the number of no leas than eighty- 
three in the whole, pours its waters into the Polar Sea in 
latitude 67^ 11' DO" N., and longitude 94** 30' 0" W. ; that is 
to say, about thirty-seven miles more south than the mouth 
of the Copp«mine Ri^er, and nineteen miles more south 
than that of Btek^s Riyer at the lower extremity of Bathurst*t 
Inlet 

The* rush of tlic current, opposed by a fresh hrccze, and 
possibly by the tide, raised such high and breaking waves as 
we pui out with an intention of gaining the headland, that 
tlic laden boat was unable to resist them, and shipped a ^reat 
deal of water/ It became therefore not only prudent bul ne- 
cessary to pull into a bay, which in tlic map is distinguished 
as Cockburn's Bay, being so named in compliment to the 
first Chairman of the Arctic Committee, Vice-Admiral Sir 
George Cockburu, to whose valuable exertions in organizing 
the expedition I have already borne testimony. Froiti the 
summit of an adjacent rock we could discern large quantities 
of ice to the westward, apparently close to the shore, which 
in that direction extended from twelve to tiflcen miles; but 
the view being interrupted by the jutting out of tlic headland, 
its farther direction could not be ascertained. It must hare 
been high water when we landed, which was at 7 p. m. of 
the day after the last quarter of the moon; for at about an 
hour past midnight, the boat which had been left afloat in a 
snugly sheltered place, was found high and dry on the beach. 
A fresh bn czt with squalls having continued tiirough the 
night, it was not practicable to move until 10 A. m. ; and this 
detention ga?e me an opportunity of getting sights which 
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pkeed at in latitiide 6r» 80' 31" K., and longitiide M' 
14" W,: on this oceision tlie compaai wu plaeod upon the 
aandy hetch, about a qoarterlof a mile from the neareat roaka» 
and agreed with two othen held in the hand. 

The appearance of so much ice to the westward determined 
me to keep along the high shore where wc were; and having 
rounded Victoria Headland, wc passed a j)icturcsque water- 
fall tumbling from the rocks above, and came to a high craggy 
point, wbich 1 named after my friend Joliii l^nrkhouso, Ks- 
(juiro, the able and exrcUent Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs'. Ni ;ir iliis was a tolerably large idiandyaod 
some others were seen more to the westward. 

The weather was fine and calm, the tide ehhing; and some 
seals that quietly gazed at our invasion of their domain ai^ 
forded amusement to the men, is they sunk and rose again 
without causing even a ripple that could be discerned. The 
*shores were now becoming farther apart; and as I wishedy if 
poaiiible, to coast on the other side^ in order that advantage 
might be taken of any favourable openinga for the passage to 
Point Tumagainy whieh^ under ordinary cireumstanceSy we 
had plenty of time to reach, landed at amountaiui and 
traced a line of ice from a bay on the western shore to apoant 
directly opposite, which has been called after Rear-Admiral 
Gage^ The base of the atmosphere, however, prevented the 
distance from being clearly defined; but it was at all events 
cheering to behold clear water as far as the eye could pene- 
trate; and though it was of course not desirable to get ham- 
pered, with the western ice, yet I determined to keep it in 
sight until we should be able to efiect a crossing to the main 
shore beyond it. Some small idands were seen to our left, 
after which we opened a spacious bay five or six miles deep> 
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' and very broad (called after Captains Irby and Mangles, the 
Eastern travellers,) %vhich it took us between three and four 
hours to traverse. At this time there was every reason to 
anticipate a prosperous issue of our voyage westward within, 
tea days, even though less distances should be made thaa 
during the last ten hours; but as we neared a projecting bar> 
ren rock, about eight hundred feet high, forming the north- 
ern point of the bay (and which has been designated Point 
Beaufort, after the jnresent distinguished hydrographerof tho 
navy,) 'drift ice came round so suspiciously quick, that we 
found it prudent to Iand*for the purpose of securing the boat 
from danuige by hauling her on the shelving part, where 
alone it was possible. Eagerly did I clamber up the slip> 
pery sides, in the hope of beholding from the height # free 
and opra sea; but the first glance as I topped the crest was 
fluffieient to chill that hope, and a careful inspection with the 
tdeseope |V0duced the unwelcome conviction that our future 
progress must he worked out by slow and laborious efforts. 
From "the horizon to within two miles of where I stood gland 

one solid body of drift ice, connecting both ahorei. • \ 

• 

The^dlore to the westward ws% for a like leaaon, ifna|^ 
proachaUe; and though e strong sontherly gsle might dis- 
perse the entire mass, yet there was no prelicting when that 
Would happen,* whilst it was certain that a yery few days of 
delay would inevitably he fatal to oar object It was, indeedy 
a mortifying considention, tint after sumoonting so many 
toils and perik on that long knd difficult river, we mig^it be 
thus cheeked at the very pbce where, from past eiqperienoe 
of die sea to the westward, I least saq;iected such a disssler; 
and' I could scarcely help entertaining some apprehension, 
that we mi^t be at the southern eztiemity of a deep lale^ 
from which a change of wind alone oouU release m. " 
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DouUyt therefore, was I grateful that the primary objeet 
of the senrioe had been pnmdentiallj anticipated. Had it 
been otfaervrise, the delay thus occasioned would have been 
jrtill more mortUying. 

July Slst— A fiesfa bveese from the southward sprang up 
about midnight; yet a thin erast of ice was fonned on the 
pools of water about the roehs. At d«yligjht» the main body 
of the ice was fimind to be doaely packed against the w es t e r n 
ahore» which extended fifteen or twenty miles abreast of ui^ 
and thence bent into a deep bayi trending afterwards to the ' 
northward until it bore N, by W. and blended with the icy 
horiaon. The wind had so far acted as to drive the whole 
mass near a quarter of a mile away from the eastern shore^ 
leaving thereby a dear passage for a length of fourteen miles 
in a N. £. direction. Beyond this we could not defbe any 
land, except a blue bluffy whose base was white with refract- 
ed ice, and which bore still farther to the right It was en- 
dent» therefore^ that we were at the narrowest part of tho' 
opening, where it would be most convenient to cross; if, in- 
deedy this were not the only place in which we could safely 
do so, in an undecked boat, already damaged from the shocks 
she had received in the falls and rapids; and, however anx- 
iouSy as it may well be supposed I was, to achieve as much 
as possible, I could not but be sensible that to have pursued 
the lane to the eastward, and, according to the Esquimaux's 
outline, rounded the bluff to the southward* would only havo 
been to depart more widely from our course, and to retro- 
grade instead of advancing. Nor was this all; to have taken 
that course, amidst the obstacles which surrounded us, might 
perhaps have involved us in perilous if not in inextricable 
difficulties; for the westerly gales, which on these shores not 
unfreqiiontly commence early in the season, might pack the 
drift ice to the eastward* so as to render our ictura in the 
38 
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bMt utterly impoaaible* We had therefore nothing fmr it 
but to yield to necessity, and wait submissively uatU nstive 
«hottld remove the beirier which she had {dAced. 

About 3 p. ic. it W88 low water, that is, an ebb of about 
eight inohea was obeemUe on the shingle, and the taate of 
the water at that ttnie was Imekiah and bad. Wehadieaste 
to know this ilrom the careleasDess of my ssrvanty who bar- 
ing, been aeeustomed to fill his kettles for oooking at the 
river and lakes, thoui^itlessly did the same thing here^ and 
conesqoently spoiled the tea. To beguile the tediousness of 
the delentloD, I mado « regular set of jobservationsy whidi 
Were ywy interesting^ more espeeially as regarded Hansteen's 
needle* It was exceedingly difficult to adjust^ but remained 
perfeedy in after the set was finished. Its vibrations weie 
even and regalar^ but very ilowj the interval between caeh 
having increased to tkrm m$nute$ and Jipe tecondk On 
the contrary, Dollond's dipping needte^ No* f^f moved 
more freely than I remembmd to have seen it The ]sl(> 
tude WIS er* 4V 94'* N.» longitude 95<» 8' 16" W*, vaiiation 
6P 0' W. $ thermometer 79^ in the tent 

August 1st. — The only perceptible difference in the ice 
this morning was, that it had closed a little to the east: no 
opening was seen by which a passage could be made to the 
other side, until about 10 a. m., when I fancied that with 
the telescope I could make out a small lane bearing N. W. 
The boat was immediately launched; und with sails and oars 
together we effected our purpose in three hours and a half, 
having passed on our way an island, to which hai* been given 
the name of my companion Mr. King. We landed in a 
small bay, as we supposed on the main, not far from some 
old Esfjuimaux encampments, indicated by four wells or 
shafts for the preaervatioa of their meat. A party was im- 
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mni&My despfttdied to exunine thestete of the tea Sn t btf 
to the wqitw a rJ, while I walked along the rocka to another 
point with the aame Tiew; hot the reaolt of our examinations 
only eonflnned our worst feaiSy the tee being closely packed 
as ftr as the eye eould reaeh. IIowe?er, this alao was drift 
Ice, so tint all hope waa not abut oat| as a westerly wind 
might and probabljr woaU elear s ehannd inshore; hot as 
there wss no immisdiate prospeet of this, die Iweese being 
from tiie N. we nnloeded^ and hanled tiie boat npon tlie 
beeah to nve her from being enished by the pressure of the 
iee. Tliedislsnee trai^elled tills day was about twelve miles 
from shore to shore» and this may be considered as the ns]^ 
vowest part of the mouth of the estuary. The eoast here 
was much lower and shelving than the precipitous and bold 
one we had led; but we observed the same naked and round- 
backed rocks as at Point Beaufort; differing, however, in 
colour^ the latter being composed almost entirely of a light 
flesh-tinted felspar and splintery quartz, whilst these consist- 
• ed wholly of a dark gray felspar with minute p^ranular quartz, 
and perhaps hornblende. Among the d6bris on the beach, 
it was not a little surprisinu; to find fracjmcnts of ItmentonCy 
though no SQoks of IhaL iuriuaUuu had ycL been pa^ctetl. 

The following day brought no chanire for the better; for 
the MorLh-f'a.'^t wind Imd pnrke<i the ice still closer to the 
55hore. As it was therc fOn* imjxjssible to move, I took the 
opportunity of making; suine furUu r observations on the t^ip 
and m»gnelic intensity, which latter showed a less interval; 
an anomaly ai^rrihahlf- perhaps to the difference of situation, 
ns in this instance the stand was placed on a sandy hrnrh, 
removed sixty or seventy yards from the nearest rocks, 
whereas on the former it stood on the very base of the rock 
where %ve wcrr encamped. It is necessary to remark, how- 
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especially Planstcen's; and I have reason to believe thai even 
my brace-buckles caused a material difference. Towards 
night some meiiy who had been despatched to the westward^ 
feported that \vc were not on the main shore, but on a large 
island adjoining to it; a discovery which they had acddea^ 
ally made by following two deer until they swam across the 
narrow channel of separation. Upon this I called the place 
Montreal Xshnd, in eommemoratlon of the attention we had 
received from fhe public-spirited and hospitable inhabitants 
of that city; and as well from the existence of an inner piW- 
jag% as firom my own ohservation of the ice, I began again to 
entertain a hope that a south-west gfde would clear a'way for 
US} though in the direction towards ^^hich we were bound 
there was at present one compact mass before us to the hoii- 
aon. A tide-pole which we set up diowed a rise of twelve 
inches; the highest being at llh.' 40m. A. m., and the lowest 
at 7h. 80m. p. st. There mayi however, in this be an error 
of a few minuteSf and it is not improbable that the irrega- 
larity may have been augmented by the vast floating bodiee 
of ice and other accidental causes* 

Augpst 3d.*^arties were sent out in different directions 
to see if there was any possibility of creeping alongshore 
among the grounded pieces, but* they were all so close that 
the attempt would have been useless. Indeed, under the 
most favourable circumstances tvre could only have reached a 
stony point half a mile distant, against which the ice was 
thrown up in heaps. The main body was still unbroken, 
and spparently unaltered, except to the eastward, whcru an 
E. S. S. wind had opened a partial lane , of \\ liieh ilic termi- 
nation, however, could be easily traceil. Our evening was 
•4pent in the performance of diviuc u^rvice*, • 

The night set in wi^ a gale from & & E.^ accompanied by 
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hmrf rain, two powerful auxiliaries in our cause; and mo^ 
agreeable was it to find in the morning that they had done 
good service, having crushed and heaped a great deal of ice 
on the beach. With the continuance of the gale the sea rose, 
and obliged us to move the boat and baggage farther inland; 
but this was done cheerfully, for there was comfort in wateh- 
ing the havoc made hy the rolling surf. Already it had re- 
duced a barrier of three hundred feet, which rffrcttinlly 
blocked np the coinrnunicatinn, to a breadth oi not more 
than twenty feet; ;iad this also was destroyed a little after 
high ^vatcr at Ih. p. M.* My nnxicty forbade me rest, and I 
went to the most northerly [).!rl of the island, about three 
miles off, where, taking a station on a ruck about two hun- 
dred and fifty fp^t hi2;h, near some marks of the Esquimaux, 
I perceived a considerable alteration in the position ol the 
ice within the last twenty-four hours. It still adhered to 
both shores, from N. W. by W. to N. E. f E., the former 
ridges unfortunately being nearly abreast of our encampment 
These were the extremes; but the main and central portion 
had opened in the shape oi tiie letter V, to the width of 
from ten to twelve miles to the northward and westward: 
thus encouraging the expectation that it would yet be forced 
out as soon as the effect was felt to seaward. 

.To divert the attention of the men, who, havinii; nothing 
to do, rcinemhrred that they wonld have to ascend the nu- 
merous falls and rapids they had come do^vn, nnd hci:;an to 
mat:;nify the dilhculty, and even to talk of Uie impracticabili- 
ty of the tnsk, T sent them all after a musk-ox, which I had 
by chance discovered feeding under the lee of some hijE^h 
rockb, and which was eventually killed Itwas a young cow; 
•ndy being devoid of the dingreeabie flavour of the older • 
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animalS) affordeil us two luxurious meals. Mr. Klnc; shot a 
red-breasted phalarope, only two of which kind had before 
been found in a swamp near the Rock Rapid. The 
ifllandy indeed, waa Uteraiiy covered with plover, hlack- 
breaated and brown phalaropes, and a sort of large brown 
duck with plumage not unlike that of the hen pheasant. 
These last were divers, and were at that time busied in tend- 
ing their young broods, which they defended with great 
courage against the attacks of a half-terrier dog that swam 
after them for some time, but was at last fairly beaten off. 
The birds here mentioned, with black and white snow-birds, 
boatswains, gulls, tern, brown cranes, and loons or northern 
divers, were the only birds which we saw. rhe temperature 
pf a duck just killed was 108% and thai of the ground, which 
was gravelly «n<l ittnen it tw«aty*tw^ iiM^M below tli9 ait- 
Dice, 37". 

Avfiitt Sth^The wetth^ wae glooiafy witfi mtfmicd 
niai and Hie gpde kept up e hatyy eur^ wbich threw lev*- 
nl pleeee of Bce-weed on the beeeb. I reterned to mjetetioii 
on the hiUy and wae aeanething eheered bj oeeiag a faifsr 
•pace of open water than before, tiipagh the eame white Ink 
of ice extended aenm the hoffiaon tnm shore to ahove at a 
part where the distanee waa eetimated at fiye-end-twenty or 
^irty milea. But the beneficial e0eet of the wind was more 
clearly ibown in the channel between Montreal laland and 
tiie main, which waa now pof&otly free} and I wailad only 
for the fiiat modemtiog of tho weather to tah« fidT«ntef»of 
ity aa e?ery miloy under eircumalaneea like oufa» waa an oc- 
qubution of no trifling importaneau The moii and a apft of 
iern that wo iiaQ4for finog had become ap aatmtad with the 
lain that they wonhl not ignite^ and we had conseqoeotly to 
« forego our greateat comfort, the hizniy of a warm cup of tea. 
Pemmican and water, bo)|vereiry aerved our turn tdenUy 

V 
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well, though the least indlspaeadto thiit useful compound 
kmd long boon MtUted, and were maw content with litlf the 
inual allowance* At 10 P. u. there was less wind> and the 
swell had rather abated^ end althougli from the aspect d the 
clouds there was reason to eoqiwet e renewal of the gde 
sathcr than a calm, it was an occasion not to be lost^ and the 
boat was launehcd. We piiUed round the south-west part of 
the island; the northern behig enenmbcred with rocks and 
shoals^ which in the event of a sodden squall would have 
proved troublesome, and even dangerous The tide was 
flowing! and therefore against ^^i ^ dense wet fog coining 
on soon aflerwards from the soathward» enveloped us at once 
in cold and darkness. Having passed an eztenaive opening, 
which was taken for a bay, and received the name of the Ho- 
nourable Captain Elliot of the Admiral^i sail was made on 
the boat; and hy midnight we were opposite our old encamp* 
ment At that time not a partide of ice was visible ahea^ 
and the men, encouraged by so unezpeeted a sigh^ piit out 
their utmost strength at the oars togsin a bluestreaic of land 
fiv away to the north; but one and aU must have been under 
some optbal iUusion« for in a quarter of an hour (such is the 
uncertainty of all human caleubtions) we were entangled in 
drift iee^ which but too evidently was the advaneed guard of 
tiie main body. Several attempts were made to land» but - 
were rendered abortive by the riioalness of the water; and it 
was not until dh. SOm. ju m. thsi^ after working wiih much 
trouble and no little risk to the boat between the thick drift- 
ing ice» we at length succeeded* The boat was then unleed- 
ed» and hauled up above hig^i-water mark* 

r 

The weather was at this time eahn, but gloomy and un^ 
settled; and heavy rain soon followed. Having refrsshed 
the men with a glass of grog, I appointed M^Kay, Sindsiry 
and Taylor, who were the beat waiktira, to proceed on foot 
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tloQg the coast an far as ihej could, leaving it to their discr^ • 
tion whether to aboent themaelvea for a longer time thaa 
tweaty-iiMir hours, according to the probability that mi^t 
exist of our getting forward. £eaide8 noticing the atate oC 
the iee, they were deaired to examine eaiefuUy the naliin 
and trending of the western land, on their report of wliifili 
depended the execution of a plan which had heen for soma 
time in contemplation^ aa m last teaource in the event of our 
progreaa being shortly arrested. 

As the day advanced^ the rain fell in torrents, and of 
course prevented the fern from homing; but t more grievous 
speetade was the dull white iee drifting again to the sooth* 
ward in melancholy succession towards the channel through 
which we had passed; and, by the occasional gleams of lig^t 
which broke through the rain-charged atmospherey we had 
the mortification to bdiold the narrow Hoe of wster on whkih 
our hopes depended f^tuSvuiUj transformed into a oompect 
and solid field of iee> The eastern shore was but once dis- 
tinguishable; and scarcely more so a point much nearer to us, 
which has been called after the Honourable Captain 0uncan, 
with whom my former friend and companion, the lamented 
Mr. Hood, had served in his Majesty's ship Liffey. Late 
at night the exploring paily relurned, fagged and ikj^rcsscd. 
They described the land as being low, and so swampy tJiaL 
at each step they sank to the calf of the leg, and were only 
prevented from going deeper by the frozen earth and ice,* 
which at that dcjUh sustained them. The day had been un- 
favourable for a distant view; but from a low point fifteen 
miles off, the coast Wds observed to trend westerly towards 
some high blue lands like mountains, where there was an 
appearance of open water; but whether of the ^ea, or of an 
inland lake, tlie atinospticrc was too hazy to enable them to 
determine. At the point tlicy had counted irom thirty to 
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» forty old Esquimaux encampments, and many others were 
seen a little farther off; from whence it may he inferred that 
the natives resort to this place iu the winter for the purpose 
of catching seals. One glimpse only liad hccu caught of the 
eastern coast, aud that showed it set fast with ice, which was 
said to he jammed also against the western heach the nliole 
way of their march. Three deer lud bccu alwl, but cuuid 
uuL be cooked for want of dry fuel.' 

August 7th. — After a heavy fall of rain, the sun broke 
out, and a fresh 8. S. E. wind drove iliu dark masses of cloud 
back to their dreary quarters in the north. In a little while, 
also, it effected a separation of the pieces., and a consequent 
general movement in the ice, which now opening a little, 
jfavc me reason to hope that we might lit- able to break 
ground, and get away at high water. But in consequence 
of the pressure from without, the ice near the beach had 
been forced half out of tlie water; and it cost us incredible 
trouble to move some of the many cunibruua [)ieces thus par- 
tialiy ailuai < \ on a few inches, so as to make a passage for 
the boat Tins task was noi achieved before 2 p. m., when 
the wind beiii<; iair, Ihc sails were immediatelv hoisted, aud 
on she went aL llic rat(; ol ;ib(jul Ii\"c knuLs an hour. A con- 
spiciiuus jjiomontory to the eastward, blue from disLince, 
which had been before seen from Puint lieaufort, was now 
named aliLi ( aplam liowles, K. N. ; and such was the change 
that had been wrought, iu the short interval of a few hours, 
that the whole intermediate space was free from impediment, 
htd it suited our purpose to traverse it Indeed, the 
*celerity with which the ice had disappeared from the part 
where we were now sailing was so astonishing, that the 
men, who were novioes to polar phenomena, looked doubt- 
ingly/ and repeatedly nked each other if this or that particop 
39 
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lar place were not the same which but a abort time before 
they had seen blocked up and impassable. 

From A small rocky island which was passed on th^ left* 
we made for a low sandy pointy named kft/sv Sir J. B. 
Pechell, Bart, and remarked that, scanty As was the yegeta.- 
tion in the parts which we had quitted, it was here sensiUy 
growing less and less, consisting now only of scattered tufts, 
gradually subsiding into sterility. Sopflat was the w«rtem 
shore that a solitary hillock five or eight feet high was n 
conspicuous land-mark; while the eastern coast, on the eoii- 
trary, was bold and mountainous, as if defying the tege of 
hail-storms fiiom the pole. The chain, howeiver, was not of 
great extent; for at the end of sixteen miles it terminated in 
a bluff, laid down as Hntton Browne Blul^ and a huge pro* ' 
jecting cape, distinguished by the name of Cape Hay, after 
the late Under-Secretary for the Colonies, a sealons pro- 
moter of the expedition, and of geographical researches gene- 
nlly. This was dib northern extreme of the eastern coast, 
which in so far coincided exactly with the outline i^Ten by 
the Esquimaux; but here we lost all trace of land in that di- 
rection, though from our subsequent p<»sition it most have 
been discovered, had it not from thence rounded suddenly 
off, as I believe it does, to the sotrthward and eastward. 
Kear 8 p. ]ff.,*after a delightful sail, we overtook our enemy 
the drift ice; and getting hampered amongpit it^ in the 
attempt to find a passage round a low island a mile or two 
ahead, the northern extremity of which shut out the view of 
any othw land in that direction, we were compelled to make 
for the shore,' which, after considerable trouble and some 
risk of being ^'nipped,'' we succeeded in Teaching. On 
landing, I directed my steps to a hillock of sand ten feet 
high, about two and a half Iniki from the beach, and in 
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going was ibreibly struck with the dcAcrt-like character of 
the place. It was one irregular plain of sand and stonM} 
and had it not been for a rill of water, the nfBandering of 
whieli relieved the monotony of the sterile scene, one might 
have fancied one's self in one of the parched plains of the 
East, rather than on the shores of the Arctic Sea. From 
this hillock, I dieeemed a de^ bey^ bearing south-west, of 
which the sandy point of uur eaetniniieiit (called after V io^- 
Admiral Sir Charles Ogle) formed the eastern extremity; 
while the opponite side terminated in another poiai bearing 
W. N. W. The land which encircled the bay was blue and 
high, and apparently much encumbered with ice, which 
aireicbed from side to aide, and a§Mik northerly as far aa the 
liQrison. Stilly bowemy there wae a ray of hope, for luoy 
row streaks of open water chequered the auiiaeey like even- 
ing ahadowt on a bright Jake* 

Rain fell ineeaaantly in tbe nig|il» and tlie momfaig diaeloaed 
a denae wet fog, together with the unwelcome sight of cUmo* 
)y packed ioe againit the afaore. A littie after noon there 
was a atorm, with thander and lightning; the first I remem- 
ber to have aeen ao far north. The steeramen were twiee 
Mt to- examine the atate of tbe ice aa far aa Point 0^ 
(which was now found to be an iaiand or part of the main^ 
aeeording as itwaa faigji or low water, being connected at tbe 
ebb by a narrow ridge of sand and atonea); for the wind, hav- 
ing towarda evening veered to the northward, threatened to 
carry the outaide drift ioe into both openings, and therebjr 
efiectnally prevent onr moving an inch. To obviate tbia^ it 
wee my intention to have poled through the inahore ice as fiur aa 
the narrowest part of the email isthmus that joined the iaiand 
to the main^ and then to have made a portagis of boat and 
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care;o to the west side, win rc. nt jircsent, there was a lane of 
open water, connerit d willi that leading to the distant west- 
ern land; hut the immeniie size of the pieces, and the firm- 
ness with \vhich they were wedged together, rendered the 
echemc totally impracticahle. Though the thermometer was 
at 42°, yet, hrin<^ wet, we wi re chil!) and nncomfortable, 
and our eheerless condition was gically au:.i;r;u\it('il by the 
want of fire. A wntch was set in the mght, to enable us to 
take advantage of any movement of the ice which might aid 
our progress. The steersmen relieved each other also, in 
going to and from the i.sUmd for the same purpose; but all 
was in vain: it still remained packed, some even floating 
southward into the harhour; and, to add to oitr wrclched- 
nesSy the rain scarcely ceased for a moment, and the weather 
continued raw and cold. This, together with the want of 
warm food, excited my apprehensions for the health of the 
crew, and the rather, as one (M'Kenzie) had been for some 
days swollen and bloated so as to be incapacitated from per- 
forming his regular duty, and, what was at this time of most 
consequence, from going into the water at all; happily^ how- ^ 
every so other had as yet complained. 

I again crossed over to the hilloek through a kind of quick* 
sand, and saw the land as before^ except that a high point 
'was now visible to the soath-west^ whieh seemed to maik it 
as an island. To the north and west, nothing hot iee pre- 
sented itself to the view; but due east, I eould distingniah 
open water and a small Island. Southward, the drift ice ap- 
peared in every quarter; and the wind, which had got a few 
points to the westward, had already driven it close into the 
shore* To employ the people, they were sent in search of 
fern or moss for fuel; but thongli they went different ways 
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to the distance of ten miles, their labour was fruitless^ for 
they returned at ni^t without a single particle. 

At 2 p. M. it began to nin yioleatly, wd continued to do 
io without the ilightest oessrtioii until noon the following 
dtj (August 10th)t when it was succeeded by a fog. Mean* 
time a great part of the ice had disappeared, and the boat wai 
■oon laden and pulled to the island; but there being no chan- 
nel, hf which we could proceed weaterlj, owing to the heavy 
vaaaee wedged against the shore, we made a portage, and 
launched the boat across. The sand*banks were found to ran 
out several hundred yaidsy and the lee to seaward, being 
paeked apparently by a westerly current, had forced the 
ligMer pieces on shore, which, together with the shoals, em- 
bamssed us beyond measure: however, by pushing some 
few masses aside, and making a ogmg course, we managed 
to advance a mile; when, being again stopped, another effort 
was made,* by causing the people to wade and lift the boat 
over the shoals, which was successful enough, tmtil, the wo* 
ler being little more than ancle-deep, necessity compelled us 
to encamp. Other narrow lanes were sounded fiir a channel, 
bat with no s e rvic e a ble result; and the tempeimtmre of the 
water being only 37^, with a north-west breeie blowings and 
ice to the very beach, it cannot be a matter of astonishment^ 
and much lew of blame, that even the best men, benumbed 
in fhetr limbs, aikd dispirited by the dreary and unpromising 
prospect before them, broke out for a moment into low mur- 
muringji that theirs was a hard and painful duty. The boat 
was scarcely hauled up, when the fog grew so thick that no- 
thing could be seen beyond a hundred yards: three of the 
people, however, went to look for Ibei, and the remainder 
assembled In the tent to hear divine service* 
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The place where \vc encamped, and, indeed, every foot of 
tliis sandy soil was covered with small shells resembling 
cockles and bivalves. liinanicrable rills of fresh waU-r ran 
in opposite directioris from the central ridge. About S p. m. 
the rain began to fall again, though without at all clearing 
tiie fog, aod the vvmd from nortli-west increased to a strong 
breeze. A shout of "What have you got there?" announced 
the return of the men: the jocular answer of ** A piece of the 
North Pole" immediately brought Mr. Kingaiul myself from 
out the tent; and we found that they had really picked up a 
piece of drift-wood nine feet long and nine i?iches in 
diameter J together whh n few sticks of smaller drift-wood 
and a part of a kicy^ick. When the large trunk was bawed, 
I was rather surprised to sec it very little sodden with waterj 
a proof that it could not have been exposed for any consider- 
able time to its action. From the peculiar character of the 
wood) which was pine, of that kmd which is remarkable for 
its freedom from knots, I had no doubt tliat it had originally 
grown somewhere in the upper part of the country, about the 
M'Kenzie; and of this I was the more competent to judge 
from my recollection of the drift-wood west of tbat large 
river, which it exactly resembled. Though we had stronie; 
reasons to he grateful for this unlooked-for treasure, as afibrd- 
ing us the mcnns of enfoyinoi; a hot meal — the first for seve- 
ral days, — yet tlicre were other considerations which gave it 
in my eyes a far greater importance. In it I saw what I 
thought an incontrovertible proof of the set of a current from 
the westward along the coast to our left, and that consequent- 
ly we had arrived at the main line of the land; for it is a fact 
well known to the officers of both Sir John Franklin's expe- 
ditions, that the absence of drift-wood was always rea;arded as 
an infallil>lc .^igH that we had gone nstrny from tlic main, 
either among islands or iu some such opening as Bathurst's 
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Inlet, where, by reason of the set of the current, not apiece of 
hay size wns iuund.. 

August 1 1th. — A fresh bn t /* from the south-west had rn- 
rnnrnir^ct) n?^ to hope thnt the in- would bo blown off-shore at 
\\at( r; and bitter, iherelore, was our disajfjiuint rncnt at 
fiiuliiii:; lliat, if it niovnd nt all, it was only to become more 
wedged, and piled up piece upon piece. The weather, how- 
ever, cleared a little, and, for a few minutes, the sun broke 
forth for the first time during five days. We could now make 
out two islands to the north, the left extremity of which was 
named after my intrepid friend Captain .tames Ross; and be- 
tween it and a bluff bearing N. N. \\ . , iif) land, nor any thing 
but ice, could be seen. To the westward along the shore 
where we were encamped, all was shoal, and paved witli ice. 
Two islands, however, jutted out towards the southern bluff 
of the land, which there formed a point, and was apparently 
one of the arms embracing a bay. Progress, by any con- 
trivance, was altogether impossible; and this, I must own, 
began to shake the opinion I had all al nitf ( hcrishe<i, that a 
strong south-west gale would clear away the ice, and give us 
a chance of making at least a few degrees of longitude. Some 
more drift-wood was found by Mr. King, who likewise saw 
a musk-ox, and the greater part of the vertebrae and ribs of a 
whale lying on the beach. A aingle joint of one of the vcr- 
tebne wu also picked up at oar encampment It was high 
water at 3h« 15in. p. m. j J> first quarter, change. 

The following morning the ice was so wedged, that for 
miles it was thrown up into perpendicular pieces, like a vast 
area of upric;ht slabs, or a magnificent Stonchenge. At the 
same time, the pressure from seaward forced acres of it on 
abore^ alon^^ the whole iiae of coast, so as to preclude all 
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possibility pf our stirring in any direction; and this being 80, 
I despatched a party, furnished with a telescope and com- 
pass, to get the bearings to the westward, and occupied 
myself during their absence in obtaining observations for the 
dip and intensity. In placing the instruments into the me- . 
ridinn, I was struck with the disagreement of tlic differcRt 
needles in denoting the magnetic north. The oue then used 
(Doilond's) was a light bar needle, and indicated several 
{leL;rL'OS to the eastward of those which liad cards or any 
other \\eifi;ht attached to them. At first I lelt inclined to 
doubt lis accuracy; but, considering its lightness and tlic few 
times that it had been used as compared witii the others, as 
well as the fineness of the point of the pivot, and observing, 
moreover, its constancy in returning to zero under various 
trials, I at last concluded that it must be right, and adjusted 
the instrument accordingly. With the face of the needle to 
the face of the instrument, it swung more freely east and 
west than when turned north and south; for in the latter 
position it was sometimes sluggish, and jerked as if acted on 
by two powers, whereas in the former the motioQ was 
smooth and easy. When it was reversed the discrepaaey wa» 
still more apparent, and In one instance it did not make nearly 
the mme number of vibrations. For this strange deviation 
I can assign no accidental cause: on this ooeasion, in partictt> 
lar, there was not a particle of iron or any metallic substance 
within three hundred yards of the tent; for, having remarked 
on other trials the danger of having so much as a pocket knife 
near while the observations were in progress, I now, to be 
still more certain, even removed my chronometers, and took 
o8f my brace-buckles. Having got the vertical intensity, and 
then the dip, which agreed better than might have been ex- 
pected, I tried Hansteen's No. 3. needle for the horizontal 
force; but I cannot easily describe the tediousness of amng- 
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ing it in its meridiaO) whieb differed much indeed from the 
other. When it bad at laat-fletUed| I drew it on one aide 
but the intervala of ten vibrationa were irregular, varying 
from $' 50" to 3' 45"; and tboug^ it stopped at ita zero in 
five minutea afterwarda^ I Ibond the marked end bad moved 
eaaterly 6^^ and ao epproaebed nearer to Dbllond'a. Having 
waited aome time longer, during which it kept atationary, I 
made « freah aet from that zero; but the result waa not more 
aatiafactory than the preceding; and, finally^ instead of set- 
tling at ita last, it returned to its first xero. Had it not been 
for the variation in this potnt» i.' e. the arc between the two 
aerooy I should have attributed, and probably with truth, the 
apparent difference in the interval of vibrationa to the want 
of e fixed index or reading ^bm for enabUDg me to deter- 
mine the precise moment of the turn of the needle: for so 
torpid was it, that it seemed actually to stop dead at the ex- 
tremity of each arc, ao as to render it amatter of great nicety 
for the observer, even when assisted by a good lens, to say 
when that instant was. In order to decide between the two, 
e set waa next made with the lozenge needle, which showed 
an entire difference from Hansteen's of 22P in marking the 
north; coinciding, however, in this respect ei^ctly with 
DoUond'a. TIic delicate pocket compMs, graciously pre- 
sented to me by Her Royal Highness t)ie Princess Victoria, 
was in this difficulty extremely useful. The intervals of 
the lozenge needle were, as usual, considerably shorter than 
those of No. 3, namely, 1' 28"; and, what was of greater 
consequence in the present interesting case, they were quite 
regular in two scyeral trials, and in both the needle returned 
to its zero without the slightest deviation. One remark I 
feel it my duty, as an observer, to make, though it may pos- 
sibly be unfounded. On two occasions, that is, at Roek 
Rapid an4 here. No, 3 seemed to be aflected, — in the one 
case by the accidental scraping out of a kettle while it was 
40 
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Bwingine;, at a distance of one hundred and fifty yards; and 
in the second r;i>c \hr simple serapiiig; o!it c*! a keg. 
• Whether the vibration produced thereby in the atmosphere 
was the occasion of this, I shall not take upon me to deter- 
minc; but on all Qcc;isions I found it necessary, in order to 
prevent a swaggmn; mdiion in the needle opposed to the rota- 
tory one, to liold my hand before my moutb^ SO that my 
breath mig)it not fall on the instrument. 

No clian^ oceuned in the ice throu^out the day, nor was 
there any alteration calculated to ' diminish the announce of 
being thus Teiationsly detained at a time when ewery nunute 
had a compomid value; and to our personal discomforts was 
added the want of fire, and almost of fresh water, thougli 
the precaution of filling our kegs from the scanty oozing of 
the shallow rills but just discernible in the sand bad not been 
forgotten. As it was the first quarter of the moon, and just 
- about the ehangp, many an anxious glance was cast at the 
iky to windward, in hopes of discovering some token of 
more g^ial weather; and at length a gjleam of sunshine broke 
through thd murky clouds, and partly dried our wet and 
diilly clothes. In our situation even thb was counted a 
blessing, and diffused a cheerfulness which, notwithstanding 
past disappointments, renewed the hope of better times. 
Soon, however, the dark clouds began agodn to gather, and, 
as the sun dipped below the northern ice, all was cold and 
humid as before. The exploring party returned at 11 p. m., 
^nd reported that, with hard labour, they had been able to 
follow the land fqr fifteen miles, and had gained a green hill - 
about seventy or eighty feet high, which, being the most 
remarkable feature in that &it desert of sand, was named 
Mount Barrow, after Sir John Barrow, Bart, whose name 
is inseparably connected with modern discovery in the polar 
regions. From the summit of this hei^t an immense open- 



Digitized by Google 



ow Twm ARCTIC ax A. 



315 



ing was seen, futern miles wide, whose extreme bearings 
wi re S. W. fifteen, and N. N. W. thirty miles. It was 
• bordered on the west by low alluvial land, which stretched 
out from the foot of a blue range of mountains coming from 
the south and tcrmioating at the extreme distance in a bluff. * 

Parallel to these on the right, and forming the rast side, 
wa»the extensive tract of liigh land, of whicii the north- 
western an ii;le was opposite the encampment: but the eleva- 
tion of this latter range gradually decreased as it bent to the 
north; and, except in tliose parts where there were isolated 
rocks vviih large stones on them, the 8{)ace l)cyon(t was so 
low, tliat with a telescope a white fog could be plainly 
descried hanging over a glitterinti line of ice at the farthest 
limit of vision to the north. Thai western extreme I named 
after my esteemed friend and former companion i)r. Richard- 
son, R. Is,, iiiiny of whose opmioiis respecting the Thlcw- 
ec-f lu h and its confluence with the sea have proved to be 
biiigularly correct. The southern point, near Mount liar- 
row, was honoured with tlie name of Admiral Sir Thomas 
Hardy. A little drift-wood was picked up, but no other 
kind of fuel could be found, though two deer were seen 
trotting oyer the ground^ posnbly in aearch of food. 

August 13th. — The mornini!: set in with rain, for which 
custom had now taught us to look as a thing of cuiirse*; but 
a faint hope was excited by the view of a udiiow laiic of 
water, \vhich had opened — how or from what cause we knew 
not— outside, between the u^iu luded ice and i!ic main body; 
and preparations ^vcix already niaknig lur a >tail aL high 
water, when the wind suddenly chopped round from S. E. 
to N. W., and fixed us once more to the spot. We crept 
sullenly under our mji i v [jUu-ls of shelter, and, without utter- 
ing mure Lliaxi a iiiunu£>yiiubic answer lo -d^ ahuiL a question, 
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prepared to passy as we best could» the tedium of another 
restless night 

At 5b. 30m. ic.> when the tide was at fiill^ the ice was 
wedged as before to the ahore, and not ten yards of opea 
water could be seen in any direction; thermometer 48^. 
About d F. M. there was a short loll^ the ominous stillness 
of which was soon disturbed by an £. E. windy that 
shortly increased to a smart gale; and it Is worthy of remark^ 
that the ice^ which had remained unmoTcd by the wind from 
S.» S. W.) and N. E., now, as if acted on by magie^ 
began to drift W. N. W, with great rapidity. I was con- 
yinoed» therefore^ that there must be in that particular bear- 
ing, either a main sea or a very deep opening, to allow the 
escape of so gfeat a portion of the immense extent of ice be- 
fore us; for had the dispersion continued at its then rate, a 
▼ery few hours would have sufficed to dear the channel en- 
tirely. Late thou it was in the season^ this sudden revo- 
lution animated our drooping spirits, and three or four anxious 
hours were passed in anticipating the possibility of yet float- 
ing freely on the western main. But again the inconstancy 
of the breeae betrayed us, and, as the rising tide moved the 
grounded masses ofT the sands, a thick fog came on, which 
obscured earth and sky; and the wind shifted round to N. W., 
which was dead on shore. The night was cold, for the ther- 
mometer sunk below the freezing point, and ice of half an 
inch thickness was formed on the pools near the beach. 

A wet fog ushered in the morning of the 14th August, and 
left every object dark and indefinable at eighty or ninety 
paces disiauL The breeze increased, ami was fast packing 
the seaward body of ice, wliich now came with considerable 
velocity towards the shore, and threatened to lengthen our 
tedious and most annoying detention. To avoid this, — ms to 
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femain where we were could lead to no Jienefidal reaulty — 
gave ordera for the boat to he taken quite lig^t between the 
few open apota of water in8hoie» and where impediments 
aheuld oeeor to be lifted overi ao as to retom to tiie ialand^ 
where she eould be launched acroaa» and ao carried into the. 
freeapaee to the eaatward ofPoint Thisdeeisive step 
I waa the more induced to ta)M from having obaerved of late 
inereaaing symptoms of uneasineaa in my leading men with 
respect to their retnmf whilat, in addition to the other iuTap 
Udy the health of Slndaur was alao beginning to yield either 
to the continual eipoaure to cold and we^ or to this com- 
bined with the want of hot voi^ wholesome food. The alac- 
rity duplayed by the men^ on receiving my durectioni^ 
unequivocally manifested theur feelinga at removing from ao 
dismal a scene* *nd the exertions put forth in no common 
difficultiea proved that it waa not leas hearty than general. 
The boat being dragged aeroaii^ was brought to the place of 
our fernier station of the 9th; after which the crew went back 
/ four milea for the baggage. The whole waa aafely conveyed 
over by 8 p. h.» when the water kega were burnt to make ua 
a kettle of hot cocoa. 

A fresh gale Iroiii X. W. continued, with liUlc or no al- 
teration, during the great part of the nia;ht: but in tin murn- 
ing (August 15th) the wcMilur becaiiic calm, ami ihe ice 
again set in to tlic southward. I went to the hillock once 
more, aiul 8aw one closely packed mass of drift ice uxtcnd- 
ing from the beach to the horizon, beyond utiich tliere was 
a bright yellowish white 1)1 ink. This was in the direction 
of the N. N. W. blufl, winch 1 have named after my friend 
( iptain Maconochie, R. N., of wiiosc zeal and intelligence 
in tlie cau.se of geograpical science I have < ls( where matle 
mention. To the north were the same two rsiands that had 
been previously seen, the eastern extremity of which was 
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railed Point Booth, from Mr. (now Sir Felix) Booth, whose 
muuiricent patronage of arctic discovery is loo well known 
to need any tribute from me: they f^eemcd to be of consider- 
able extent. To the N. E. there were water and ice, and 
beyond it a dark gray, or what is denominated a water sky; 
while from the east to Cape Hay there was un open sea, with 
a single island, bearing E. by S. and laid down as Ripon 
Island, out of respect to the Karl of Ixipon, under whose 
auspices ;md directions it wns *j;oo(l loi iuiie to act. The 
only barrier between us and Ihu Ojica water wns a stream of 
ice, about five hundred yards wide, which, lor Uie present* 
was wodged against the shore^ and prevented our moving. 

From these appearances, the fact of the flood tide coming, 
ao faritti I could judge, from the westward, the drift-wood, 
and the whale, there seems good reason for supposing a 
passage to exist between Point Maconochie and Point James 
Ross. Whether the north-eastern clear space is eonnectad 
with and a part of the Western Gulf of Captain Sir John Ross, 
t cannot undertake to determine; but I think I am warranted 
In an opinion that the Esquimaux outline, the sudden termi* 
nation of Cape Hajr, and the clear sea in that particular di* 
rection, are strong inferences in favour of the existence of a 
southern channel to Regent's Inlet On this subject it may 
perhaps seem idle now to speculate; but had I not known of 
Captain Ross's return, and it had thus been our duty to follow 
the eastern rather than the western passage^ there s tem ed no 
obstacle to prevent our doing so. We must, have been oar* 
ried nearer to the Victory, and thus vrith the permission of 
Providence, we should have been enaUed, had it been so 
required, to execute some part of the humane project in which 
the expedition originated. 

I shall not attempt to describe what were my feelings at 
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finding my endeavours baiBed in every qnarfcr l)ut tho one 
with wliich (however interestint^ as n i: ir If il the IreiultnL: of 
the land) 1 had no concern. When the mind has been made 
up to encounter disasters and reverses, and has fixed a point 
as the zero of its scale, however for a time it may be depress- 
ed by doubts and difficulties, it will mount up again with the 
first gleam of hope for the future; but, in this instance, there 
was no expedient by which we could overcome the oljsinrlos 
before us: every resource was exhausted, and it was vain to 
expect that any efforts, however strenuous, could avail against 
the close-wedged ice, and the constant fops u hich enveloped 
every thing in impenetrable obscurity. No one of course 
can regret so much as f do that the ini j rn i iui umi interesting 
object of asccrtnimug the existence dT a passage along the 
coast to I'uiiit Tiirnagain was not acconipli^ihed; but if there 
be any who think tiiat little was achieved in comparison with 
"what was undertaken, (though such a notion can hardly with . 
justice be enki iamtd,) let tlicm reflect that even in the ordi- 
nary pursuits of men, with all the appliances of civilized life 
to boot, the execution is rarely equal to the conception; and 
then also consider how much greater the impedimentfl must 
be in r climate where tiie demrats war ^aiiMt all iiitnidera» 
and confound the caleulationa .and set at noug|it the talent* 
even of inch men aa Pany and FranUin. 

I had for some time cherished the notion of dividing the 
JMUrty, kaving four to [D ulcct the boai ami property, whilst 
the remainder, with ?vli . King, wcuiM liave accompanied me 
uii d land journey tow.uals roinl 'i'urnagaiu; but this Scheme 
was completely frustratctl by the impracticability vC (Mt iying 
any weight on a soil in which at every step wc sunk half-leg 
deep; destitute of shrubs or moss for fuel, and almost witlj- 
QUt water; over which we must have travelled for days to 
have made oven a few miles of longitude^ aud where, finally, 
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if aickneM liftd orertakea •nj gute, his fiite would have been 
^ inevitable. Thus cireuvstaiicect therefore^ and reflecting 

OB the long and dangerous stream, combining all the bad 
features of the worst rivcis in the country, that we had to 
« retrace^ the hazards of the ftUs and rapids^ and the slender 

hope which remained of oar attaining even a 8in|^ mile 
farther, I lelt that I had no choice, and, assembling the men^ 
I informed them that the period fixed by his Majesty's Gov- 

^ emment ktt my return had arrived; and that it now only 

remained to unfnri the British flag, and salute it with three 

f > cheers in honour of His Most Gracious Majesty, whilst his 

royal name, should be g^ven to this portion of America, by 
the appellation of William the Fourth's land. The intima^ 
tion was reoeived with extreme satisftettonf and the kyal 
service performed with the cheering accompaniment of a 
small allowance from our limited remaining stock of spirits. 

The latitude of this place was 68° 13' 57" N., longitude, 
94° 58' 1" W, , and variuLioii, a.s wt ll as the slu^gishuess uf 
the instrument would allow irn^ to determine, 1° 46' W. 
From thia it a^jp^ ai s that we were only lour miles south uf 
Point Turnagaiu, wiuch cousequently bore nearly due west 
from us. 
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CHAPTER m 



Etqwimaux^'^LeaM Ikem a Bag qf Pe mm iean^ -^AedieiU to tike 

Boat.— Inundation of the Countrjf.'-^Dueoverp of Etquimaux.— 
Wi§e Man qf the Tribe,— Critical Potitum, in the Rapids.—A 
Storm.— Adventure of a Lemminc— Encamp at Muak-Ox Rapid, 
—Meeting vith Mr. MLeod.—Fal€ of Wmiamson.—The YeUom 
Knives.— Encamp on Artillery Lakr.— Reach the Ahrhel-ilessy.-^ 
Depart for Monireid.-TVie Satifcatu: Indians.— Sucrcts of a Mis- 
fionarjt al ^iauU Ste. Marie.— Return to England.— Conclusion, 

During the night the ice hid parted sufficiently to allow 
of onr reaching open water, and with a fair wind we went 
about twenty miles south, where, for the second time in nine 
days, we partook of a warm meal. Three stars were seen. 
Rain fell in abundance the whole of the night and following 
day; and as it was accompanied by a strong breeze, we were 
uittble to more until 9 p. m. ; when, tempted by a luU, we 
set out on the tniTerse to the eastern shore. We were aooot 
howeyer, enveloped in a thick fog, which shortly turned to 
a heavy rain, and drenched us to the skin. The people ex* 
erted themselves to the utmost, and 3ret we did not reach 
Point Beaufort until past two in the morning. 
41 
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August 17th. — A N. W. gale set in with such fury, that 
wc were obliged to move the boat from %vhere she had beea 
hauled up to a more safe and sheltered place to leeward, 
and there also we took rcluire ourselves from the heavy 
squalls and the snow that poured down in large flakes. In 
the evening divine service was read. 

The succeeding day brought, us no better weather; and the 
iorf and waves were much higher* I had long observed a 
depremon of spirits in my steersmen, which I had attributed 
^ to the noTelty of their situation, but I could not account for 
the gloom which now spread itself as if by infection over the 
vest; except, indeed, the artillerymen, whose steady conduct 
was such as to deserve the highest commendation. The 
thing itself was of little moment now; but as melancholy 
laces and melancholy weather are not agreeable companions, 
and thinking that some of the party would be benefitted by 
a freer circulation of' blood, I sent them to hunt, with the 
promise of a glass of grog to any one who should bring home 
something for supper. This infused some activity into them : 
and after an absence of a few hours, they returned cheerfol 
and ruddy with exercise, bringing with them three fine bares 
and a brace of ducks, diflerent from any that had hitherto 
been seen. In colour, these last resembled the bustard of the 
country, with black neck and bill, the latter short and more 
curved than in the other kinds; sepia brown plumage tbout 
the back and wings, with a mixture of black>gray, the breast 
a dull white, and the legs black. They had not the least 
fishy flavour,, and, plain boiled, made us an excellent roed« 

The N. W. gale gradually abated in the ni^t, and on the 
IdthVe proceeded towards the river, aided hy a breeze from 
the esst; and^as it increased, I beheld with a sstis&etion al- 
most painful the admirable qualities of the boat, which, bad 
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there been a clear peanige, would hiTe taken ui in the same 
gpllant style to Point Toroa^n.* The wind freshened Into 
a pltt and made us seek .shelter and safety nnder the lee of 
Victoria Headland. Here the rain fell in toirents; and not* 
withstanding the additional covering of the mainsail over the 
tent, it was impossible to keep it oni The storm, in &ct, 
partQok move of the character of a hnrricane than a common 
gale^ and it was with difficulty we could keep the tent up at 
aU. 

August 21. — ^The wind gave place to a daik wet fog^ so 
thick that we were barely able to start by creeping along the 
land towards the mouth of the river; and after getting fre- 
quently on shore upon the shoals at its mouth, we entered it 
in the aflcrnoon amidst heavy rain, which, however, some 
of the people scarcely noticed in their delight at having fairly 
left the ice: one, indeed, as soon as the sea was shut out from 
view, tossed up his cap for joy. The western range of moun- 
tains, extending to Point Richardson, was honoured by the 
name of her Most Gracious Majesty; others which were visi- 
ble in the evening, after Francis Chantrey, Esq. ; and the 
eastern range was distinguished after Her Royal Highness 
the Dutchess of Kent The night was again rainy, and after 
a long detention we reached the lower fall, where in our de* 
seent we had found the Esquimaux. They had disappeared, 
which I much regretted, not only because my pockets were 
laden with presents for them, but because I wanted to make 
some more sketches, and to show them the survey of the 
eoas^ as far as we had been, and obtain, if possible, some 
further information. The water in the river had fallen three 
feet, and thereby afforded a facility for launching the boat 
over a point where the baggage was also carried. Having 
proceeded four miles farther to a line of heavy rapids, an Es- 
quimaux was seen on the hills^ and shortly after the two tents 
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which we had before yisited were diseovered, pitched on the 
eastern bank of « strong rapid, the eddies of which probably 
fiuniflhed an ample supply of fish. It was imponible for us 
to eross' without endaogeriog the boat, and wc commenced 
making two long portages^ while the natives watched us with 
much composure from the opposite heights, where they were 
all seated in a line. As we could not attract them to us by 
any signs, a number of iron hoops were placed on a pile of 
stoneSy with various coloured ribands attached to them; be- 
sides twenty-three awls, fifteen fish-hooks, three dosen braap 
ringSy and two pounds of beads. AH this was done under 
their eyes; they could scarcely fail therefore to understand 
its friendly import^ and that our intention was to benefit them. 
My only fear was lest such, to them, inestimable wealth 
should stir up quarrels among Uiemi from any real orlaneied 
inequality in the distribution. * 

We encamped near the next rapid. It blew too hard on 
the following morning to allow us to move, and we*lBaw the 
Esquimaux watching us from behind the rocks.' About noon, 
two of them hrou^t their kieyaks to the water's edge oppo- 
site to us, with the intention, as we supposed, of crossing 
over; but, having waited until the wind fell without any further 
attempt on their part to move, I left a hag of pemmican on 
another heap of stones as a further substantial proof of our 
kind intentions, and finally pushed off, taking the western 
rapid, which communicated with Lake Franklin. Its shal- 
lowness gpive us much trouble, but with the aid of the line 
the .boat was at length hauled up. The sails were immediate- 
ly set; and though there was a oonsiderable sea in the more 
exposed part of the lake, we scarcely took in a drop of water. 
The weather became somewhat finer ss we advanced through 
the country, but not altogether free from rain. As we pass- 
ed a rapid,* a white wolf was seen swimming 'across with 
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something in its moulh^ wiiicb wa» supposed to be ibod for 
its young. 

Auo;iist 25th. — The rnin poured down in such torrents, 
that the httie dog woke me by scrambling under my cioak 
to escape from the water, whicli was running in a stream 
through the tent. The wind being with the current, our 
oars were ot liiiie service, and were relinquished for the line. 
This of course obliged us to round all the windings and small 
bays along U)e banks, and consequently lengthened the dis- 
tance; but on the succeeding; day, a fine leading wind took 
us to the foot of some rapids, and subsequently to Mount 
Meadow bunk, on whose slielving side many musk oxen and 
deer were fcf ding. In the afternoon we picked nji our cache 
of aaiiiiuiuLion, uiid by avoiding a wide opcninu; shdrtcncd 
the distance to the next rapids. The tracking aloni; iIh: hanks 
of this part, which was steep and covered witli iaj ge boulders, 
mixed with smaller round stones, was exceedingly iiitiguing 
from the uncertainty of the footing, Uic shingly surface ge- 
nenOy sliding uway under the pressure of each step, so that 
the people were constantly filing and hurting themselves. 
The lowneis of tim water too eansed the navigation of many 
parts to be exceedingly intrieate^ and some which, in de-' 
scending, the boat had passed over were now quite dry; 
nevertheless, we made such good progress that at night we 
encamped bebw the Wolf Bapid. 

The next day was too foge^y to allow us to start until 10 
A. M., when we ascended the j apiJsj in one of which the 
boat struck so severely n train si a sunken rock, lliat she was 
Stove under her larboard how: however, by caulking witii 
oakum and grease we contrived to reach uur cache of two 
bagp of pemmican, which had been uncovered, as was sup- 
potedy by the wolvereens. By tliis exposure to liie rain a 
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great propordon wti too much damaged for consumption, and 
was aarefally covered up again for the benefit of the first 
marauder, biped or quadruped, that might have the luck to 
iail upon it At thia apot the boat was cobbled up; and, 
again pursuing the route> we reached Escape Rapid, where 
we found a piece of the oar which had been broken in the 
descent, and was now lying by a drowned deer in one of the 
eddies. The falls were too heavy to haul up, and it was late 
before we had carried every thing to the south end. A fair 
wind| however, was not to be lost; and, afler taking up 
another cache in excellent order^ we proceeded as far as Sin- 
clair's FalU^ near which some ice yet lingered on the banks, 
and the grass and moss were still of a brownish hue. The 
season, indeed, had been generally untoward; for there was 
not a single beny, and, what was more surpriaingy scarcely 
a mosquito or a aand-fly — a proof that the summer most haw 
been an extraordinary one, and altogether different from such 
• as had been formerly experienced. Three or four musk-bulls ^ 
were aeen gracing singly and apart, under the lee of rocks 
or sand-hills: they were not much scared at our approach f 
but, as they were not eatable, we did not molest them. 
Towards evening, two white wolves trotted past, evidently - 
on the scent of a poor wounded deer that had taken refuge 
on an island about a mile from them. Having made a port- 
age we reached the Rock Rapid, of which we had intended 
to try the eastern side; but perceiving that it was certainly 
the less eligible of the two, we followed the old passage, and 
by 2 p. M. were sa£dy in Lake Macdougall. From the sum- 
mit of a rock; I saw, with surprise, that the whole country 
was inundated; that which in July had been dry and green 
being now converted into a wide swamp^ 

It was not Vithout difficulty and anxiety that we ascended 
the long and dangerous line of rapids leading to Lake Garry* 
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whose smooth and glassy surfnce presented a striking contrast 
to its wintry covrrini: of live weeks ago, A sand-hill that had 
served the snnir ])ur])o.se hcfore was again selertpfl for our 
enrnnipuiL'iU, and a more crrtain evidenrp of ilic torrents of 
rain thai nui-^t have fallen ( ould not have been alibrded, than 
by the spr( t;u le of whole hclds of unbroken moss, which 
had hi cn swept away in a body from the face of the summit 
(a height of sixty feet,) and was strewed like a carpet] along 
the beach. * 

August 31st — Having made the traverse to that part 
where the ice had first detained us, we were rather astonished 
at seeing a number of marks on a point which none of us re- 
collected to hnvr observed when possmt; it boforo: ncrordingly, 
they were rxaininrrl; and, froFH their apiKircnt iVcshness, and 
the newly gattiercd mo^n about, it was evident that they 
coultT not have been up many (hy. There were also nu- 
merous tracks of men nud dogs on the saitd. The weather 
was rather hazy; so f}iat, at the moment, objects could not 
be clearly made out; but, qs we were pulling alongshore, 
M'Kenzie thought he espied a deer on the stony summit of 
a sloping hill, which terminated in a point where many 
more marks had been erected similar to those lately left. It 
was, however, soon discovered to be an Esquimaux; and, 
presently, two more of his companions rose up from behind 
some rocks, where tlit\ had lain concealed until, as they 
thought, we were far eijuui^li from them to allow them to 
venture out. Convinced, from their manner, that they ^vould 
have fled, we did not think it worth while to return to them, 
Ijiit jiursucd our course; and, when w e least expected it, just 
alicr lifungthe boato\ cr a shoal, came suddenly upon twelve 
tents, surrounded by a swarm of men, women, and children; 
the latter of whom began to l^ow 1 and erv, ami fled hastily 
behind the rockb lor prulccbuu. Tiic iurmci di&piayed almost 
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as much unessioess; and, each being armed with his apenr 
•od dingy Eallooed and made intelligible al^na, by the impa- 
tient waving of one handt that we should notapproaeh then. 
NeverthelesBy we adyaneed, making the uanal demoBittatito 
of friendihip by raising up both arms| faat| when we were 
abreast of them> they retreated with pieeipitatioii to the 
tents and rocks; and, having no interpreter to dispel their 
fears, and unwilling to add to their eonstematlOD by landings 
we pulled slowly on. As soon as they pereeiTed this, and 
were satisfied that we had no intention to hurt them, an 
elderly man ran after us along the roeks^ keeping, however, 
at a respectful distance; and with Umd vociferations, and the 
same action with the hand as before, still bade us go away. 
He had not proceeded above a couple of hundred yard% 
when some of his Inends prepared to follow him. This he 
forbade with the same wave of the hand that was used to us; 
and then we pirceived, infinitely to our amusement, that this 
was the conjurer or wise man of the tribe, and that he was 
at that moment imitating the growling and motion of a bear, 
bending himself and walking on his hands and knees, think* 
ing^ no doubt, to charm us away. It is difficult to form a 
correct opinion of the numbers of the party; thought about 
six^ or seventy would probably be near the truth. We saw 
only four kieyaks; and I think it probable that they were 
inhabitants of Wager Bay, or Chesterfield Inlet 

•September 1st. — Ilaving hauled up the rapid which con- 
nects Lake Pelly with Lake Garry, we picked up our cache 
at the ishuid; and subsequently passed another, half covered 
with old drift willows and quills. A herd of musk oxen 
and a few straggling deer were quietly feeding on the sand- 
hills; and many of the white, brown, an<l laughing geese 
were flying about, aud seemed to be collecting for their 
southerly luij^f^atioD. ' - 
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On the 4th, a hard gale from the N. W. indioited the com* 
meneement of the fall weather; and, while we were trftvelliog, 
many bandreds of geese flew high past us to the aouth. It 
wai neeesniy to haul the boat all day; aod we ascended be- 
tween sixteen and twenty npid% which, owing to the shal- 
lowness of the water, were very troublesome. Sand-hanks 
and islands appeared in every direction, and so changed wa9 
the face of the river that it was not easy to recognise it In 
the centre of the Hawk Rapid the line broke, and threw us 
into a very critical situation; one, indeed, which, with a less 
active crew, might have bren followed by serious conse- 
quences. However, by clinginiz; to the rocks until the damage 
was repaired, the boat wns held last, ami |)^l■^'(■Ilt(•d from de- 
f^cendint^ a^ain. As we advanced, the shoals aud bars greatly 
iiripcded our progress; so that, in an ordinary season, the 
navigation would have been impracticable even for a boat 
entirely light 

September 6th. — ^The morning set in with the promise of 
a fine day, and a favourable wind heightened the expectation 
that a considerable distance would be made; but so little are 

atmospheric appearances to be depended upon in this tract, 
that after two hours* sailing the whole sky became darken- 
ed, — a mist rose, — and the rain poured, not in drops, but in 
lines, as if it fell from so many spouts; the water, therefore, 
wri"^ soon nhovc the 5tern sheets, and we landed to find shelter, 
and secure om remaining provision. The gale soon increased 
to a jitorm that hroiight with it heavy squalls and tliunder, 
and extinguished the fire nearly as fast as it was lighted. 
However, by perseverance, weather cloths, and sundry other 
expedients, we got it last fairly kindleti — to our great con- 
tentment, for we hail ^lint a fat deer, and wer*» not a lilllt- 
eacer to rbntiire our aicu.stomed dish of old jnuuldy pemmi- 
can lor so savoury a repast, though eaten without salt, or any 
42 
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V of those appliances which luxury has invented for relieFtng 

tbe iiiBipidity and adding to the relish of plain boiled meat 

The storm continued from N. £* aU night; and though the 

mainaail had been thrown over the tent^ it was quite iaefie^ 

tiial to keep out the iain> which ran in streams through both. 

At midnight there waa a partial lull, afler which it freahenad 

again, and aoon blew more furiously than ever, aeoompanied 

with snow, whieh on the following monung (the 7Ch) had 

covered the surface of the hiUs and giraond around us, and 

given a wintry aspect to the scene. About 10 p. m. the water 

had risen four leet, when, for the third time^ the boat was 

hauled higher on the banh. So completely cold and drenched 

was every thing outside, that a poor litUe lemming, unable 

to contend with the floods that had driven it sucoeaaively firom 

all its retreats, crept silently under the tent, and smugged 

away in precarious security within a few paces of a deeping 

terrier. Unconscious of its dang^, it Ucked its fur coat, 

and darted its bright eyes from object to object^ as if pleased 

and surprised with its new quarters; but soon the pricked ears 

of the awakened dog announced its fate^ ihid in ^another In- 

sttot the poor little stranger was quivering in his jaws. 
« 

September 8th. — ^The morning was gloomy; but as the wind 
had fallen, we gladly availed ourselves of the opportunity to 
get away, though the current was strong, and the weather 
so thick that it was sometimes difficult to find the right chan* 
nel. About 9 the sun broke out, and allowed us to dry our 
wet clothes. Passing Baillie's River, we ascended the long 
rapid where the first Esquimaux marks were seen, and found 
the country on either side quite converted into a swamp. 
Towards evening a N. W. gale came on, with sleet and snow, 
and the next morning all the creeks were solidly frozen. 
The eoUl was indeed cxcesiiive; and what with snow, squalls, 
uud miiil, we did aul make much prugrcsii. The water had 
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fiien eoiiaklenibly» and the mud and aand clil& were worn 
into innQmerable rayinea irom the eonatant drainage of the 
upper landa. It occupied the better part of a day to paaC 
the caaeadeg, and a moat laborious and hazardous aenrice it 
was; such as assuredly would not have been attempted by any 
but persons situated as we were. The boat barely withstood 
the shocks she reeeived, and was obliged to be repaired and 
eanlked to keep her afloat. On Lake Beechy we had abun- 
dance of snow, and wind enough to detain us. At acme dis- 
tanee from it we aaw three hawks attack a wounded goose 
and a gpUr which they seemed pretty certain of killing. 

On'Septembcr 1 5th \vc took up our first rarhc, which hnd 
been eaten into by the lemmings, and was partly (laniagcil ; 
and late in the evening wc encamped at the upper end of 
Musk-Ox Rapid, but saw no fresh traces of Indian.^. ( hiiy 
sixteen days earlier in the previous season the surroundiiig 
hills were covered with deer carelessly feedinir in all dircr- 
tions, and every thing had the tint of summer un it: now, 
not a solitary deer was seen; the tea plant had evidently hoen 
frozen, the dwarf birch \mi» almost leafless, the willow was 
bright yellow, and the whole country was clotiied in a iivery 
of sober brown. • Five niu.Nk oxen were the only living crea- 
tures about; all others having deserted a place which the yeai) 
belore was teeming with life. 

A northerly breeze brought on a fog, in the midnt of which 
we crossed Musk-Ox Lake, but were niinhle to see our way 
afterwards until 11 a. m., when we found ourselves abreast 
of Icy River, always covered with ice. Suhsetjuently wc 
"got to the first porf.-itre on the Thie w-ee-( hoh,'^nd on the fol- 
lowing day ('^( ]>(i iiilier 17lh) met our friend Mr. M'Leod, 
who with four men and two Indians hat! already been several 



days at Sand Hill iky. The pleasure of this meeting I shall 
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not attempt to describe. He had been long expecting us, and 
had passed, it seems, many anxious houniow|tehing the dis- 
tant objects in the direction of our route. AAer our departure 
in Ju}y he had effected his return to the house with the loss of 
two dogi onljry and had gone from thence to Fort Resolution, to 
take possession of the forty bags of pemmican, as well as the 
outfit firom York Factory, which had been forwarded by the 
Company. As he retraced his way, he had established two 
fisheries;* and having deposited the goods safe in store at the ' 
Fort, and left a trustworthy man in care of them, he pro- 
ceeded without loss of time to fulfil my last instructions by 
coming to the Thlew-ee-choh. It was gratifying to hear that 
the men under his charge had conducted themselTes with 
propriety ;*but the faint hope I had entertained of poor Wil- 
liamson's being alive was extinguished by the intelligence - 
that his body had been (bund'and interred by Mr. M'Leod. 
The unhappy man was discovcredjying on the ground, with 
a few sticks near himi not far from his fire. He had died, 
as it seemed^ from fiuninc, aided, perhaps, firom the dea- 
pondency so observable in his conduct for some months 
previous to his discharge. The cause of this dejection we 
were unable to discover; but so melancholy was he^ that in 
the autumn before the house was built, and when we were 
all encamped around it, instead of associating with his com- 
rades, he built himself a hut with pine branches, in which he 
ate his solitary meal; and firequently in the stillness of the 
night, when most others were at rest, this extraordinary man 
would be found sitting before hia dwelling, with his eyes in- 
tently fixed on the dying embers of his fire. He did little 
doty of any kind, and waii treated with uniform kindness by 
the whole of the people, who called him Poor Daridy seem- 

One fiahary was opposite Reindeer Island, and the other near 
Point Kehb, 1 15 miles (irom Fort Relianeo. 



Digitized by Google 



09 THX ABCTIC SBA. SSS 

ing to regurd him as one in deep distress of mind^ whom 
they were boimd to pity. ' As often happrn<v to those who 
go astray, he was but a short distance from the fishery he 
had left, and to which, as was coii|ectured from his having 
followed a track made by some of OUT men but two dayf 
. before the ice broke up^ he wis endeavoiiHag to return. 

The weather wnee our departure had been worse than the 
Indiana ever remembered ; and they had endured in conse* 
quencc morn thno usual misery and suffering in the privation 
of food. Mr. M^Leod declared that I would not recognise 
them, un1e<;s they had wonderfully recovered since they had 
failen in with the deer. The whole of the country north 
and cast of Great Slave Lake had lieen deluged with rainy 
and-blighled by frost and snow. The same thing seems to 
have happened last winter, which was unnaually mild to the 
aoothward, and eyen in the M^Kensiey as compared with 
what we found it; whence it may perhapa be inferred that 
the baya and inlets of the sea coast were superabundantly 
charged with ice» the influence of which on the atmosphere 
woold^ of eourse, vary with the locality. 

For two days the fveather was so stormy, with sleety snow, 
and sharp frosty that we could not move. The amall lakes 
became solid enough to beary and the men were oeeopied in 
fetching some meat that the Indians had killed. 

Sept 20th was a bitter frosty morning, with snow; but 
the wind had abated, and we set forward, leaving Mr. 
M'Leod to follow at his leisure, in order that he might hunt 
the shores of the lake, wliich lie thought could be done advan- 
tageously. Having crossed Lake Aylmcr without the occur- 
rence of aiiv thinij rein u kable, we ^ot into Clinton-Colden 
Lakcy and fuuud ihv hdis covered io the dcptli of two inches 
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with SDOW; while the cold was so sharp that the water froze 
on the oanand the sides of Die boat, and even stopped one of 
the chronometers, (No. 3093, French), which had hitherto 
been most regular and steady in its rate. Towards evening 
we gpt to the first rapid in the little river^ and were visited 
by some Yellow Kniyesy whom we expected to find there- 
about They congratulated us OD our safe retum^ which, 
eoQsadering the dreadfully bed season, had been scarcely ex- 
pected. The elderly man who was ill last spring at the Fort, 
and whose excessive sUibbornness had drawn upon him the 
name of Old Obstinate, was lying very ill in his lodge, his 
troubles being further embittered by the recent loss of one 
of his sons. The tinlbrtunate custom of destroying all their 
clothes and property, at whatever cost of time and labour 
obtained, had been most rigidly observed by the whole 
family; so that they had no other coyering »t this bkak sea- 
son (die thermometer bdng 24^), than a loose and unftshioned 
reindeer skin, thrown cardessly and almost usdeasly orer 
the shoulders. 

Mr. King, with much good feeling, went acrossfhe conn- 
try during the night, accompanied by the interpreter, to see 
the old man, and administer to his relief. Some of the chil- 
dren also, who were sli^tly aflected with singular complsints,' 
were attended to. Having run the rapid, we called at the 
tents for several parcels of meat which were ready prepared 
for us; and I took that opportunity of asking «01d Obstinate,*' 
who, with the exception of another aged man, was the only 
person conversant with the county northward, whether, 
to his knowledge, there wss any chance of getting either to 
Cont-woy-to Lake or Bathurst's Inlet, from any part of the 
Thlew*efr>choh; but he declared himself unable to answer my 
question farther than this, that there existed small lakes and 
uuramerable streams that ran towards the Thlew-ee-eha|i» all 
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of which, however, were rapid, and too shoal for any thing 
larger than one of their hunting canoes. After mnning 
another rapid, we collected more meat at -a second encamp- 
ment, to which the occapants of the former also, including 
the old man, had followed usj and as ihcy all crowded into 
the tent, I showed them the sunrey of the river, and particu^ 
larly pointed out' those parts where the greatest number of 
animals had been seen^ recommending them, in the event of 
any future failure, to go so far, which I assured them they 
might do with safety. They answered, *< it was good;'' but 
appwed too indiflcrent to allow me to suppose that they had ^ 
any idea, at that time at least, of taking advantage of it 
They looked, however, with eager curiosity at the length 
and windings of the river, its numerous fails and extensive 
lakes; and ihcir attention was riveted to the sliiijhtesl word 
relating to the F2ji{|uiniaux. A few presf-nts from these last 
to me were scrutinized wiiii i ho minutest attention, and tliey 
listened in profound silence to my account of their peaceful 
conduct 

*At night we encamped at the first pines on the western 
shore of Artillery Lake.* While we were with the Indians 
in the morning, our dog had hunted and sadly pulled about a 
poor lemming, half torpid with cold. The first gripe had 
blinded it, and the little creature was now running about on 
the ice along the border of the river; while the dog, as if 
conscious that it could not escape, kept mouthing and play- 
ing with it The sick old Indian was scaled by the fire, 
joining in tho half-smothered laugh which the sport created. 
Hereupon 1 rose from my scat, and calling the dog away, 
raujfht the mouse, warmed it by the fire, and when it had 
.^uniewliat recovered its strength, laid it gently down at the 
'•ntrnriiM- o( a burrow in the sand-h ink, into wliich it ^i^on 
disappeared. I then threw in a piece of lat after it for food. 



336 



JOUENBT TO THE flIEOltES 



As I anticipated, the Indians were not inattentive to what 
was passing; and when I pointed to the infirm old man near 
them, and said that the helpless should be protected, they 
understood the meaning of what had been done, and with 
eipiwionjB of satiafaction promised to remember it 

The weather still eoDtitiiied squaOyy with snow; hut the 
breeze being fair, the foresail was hoistedi and about noon of 
ihe 24th we got to the Ah-hel-dessy, where we were greeted 
by the sight of berries. Some Indians encamped in a bay 
made signs for us to go to them, which being disregarded, 
they ran after us to say they had plenty of meat: however 
they were directed to bring it to the Fort. The descent of 
this small but abominable river was a succession of mnniug 
rapids, making portages, and lowering down cascades; and 
much time was occupied in previous examination, without 
which precaution we dared not stir a yard; still the rapids 
increased in number and difficulty, until at lasts deep and 
perpendicular fall, (which I have named after Capt Ander^ 
son^ R. A.), rushing between mountainous rocks into a vast 
chasm, stopped all further progress. The steersmen, unwill- 
ing to he arrested even by such obstacles, went some distance 
flurtfaer, but soon returned w|th an account of more Alls and 
cascades. To convey the boat over so rugged and mountain* 
ous a country, most of the declivities of which were coated 
with thin ice, and the whole hidden by anew, so as to render 
mere walking difficult enough, was ohviously impossible; 
and though it was annoying to be foroed to leave her, yet, 
as there was no alternative, she was safely hauled up among 
some willows and secured, until she could be brought away 
on sledges in the following spring. A cache was also made 
of the sails, meat, &c. , a great part of which, as was after- 
wards found, was destroyed by the wolvereens, which, 
apparently out of mischief, cut the towing line into short 
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lengths of from one to two feet, lore ihh sails and covering 
into rags, and so gnawed a bag that the two liundrcd balls it 
contained were strewed about, and most of them lost. There 
is, in fact, no guarding against these animals; their strength| 
as compared with their size, is enormous, as may be under- 
stood from the fact that most of the stones used in forming 
this cache were) sioi^lyi as much as two able men could lift 

£ach of tlic crew beine; laden with a piece weighing 
seventy-five jjouruly, \se began our march to tlie Fort across 
the moLint^uns, now entirely covered with snow four inches 
deep. The small lakes and swamps were also frozen hard 
enough to bear a passage across. We had not proceeded more 
than six or seven n^ilcs, when obscr\ing the spray rising 
from anotiier fall, we were induced to visit it, and were 
well consoled for havinc; left the boat where she \vas. FroDi 
the only point at which tiie greater part of it was visible, 
we could distinguish the river coming sharp routul a rock, 
and falling into an upper basm aiinost concealed by inter- 
vening rocks; whence it broke in one vast sheet into a chasm 
between four and five hundred feet deep, yet in appearance 
so narrow that we fancied we could almost step across it 
Out of this the spray rose in misty columns several hundred 
feet above our heads; but as it was impossible to see the main 
fall from the side on which we were, in the following spring 
I paid a second visit to it, approaching from the western 
bank. The roftd to it, which I then traversed in snow shoes, 
was fktiguinging in tb^ extreme, and scarcely leas dangerous; 
for, to say nothing of the ite^ ascents, fissures In the rocks, 
and deep mmm in the valleys, we had aometimaii to creep 
along the narrow shelves of precipicea slippery with the 
froaen mist that fell on theni. Bat it was a sight which well re- 
paid any risk. My first inpression was of a strong rasamblance 
to an iceberg in Samveaberg iiarbaur» SpitsbarfBii. Tba 
43 
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whole face of the rocks forming the ciiasin was entirely coat- 
ed with blue, green, and white ice, in thousHnds of pendent 
icicles: and there were, moreover, caverns, fissures, and 
ovcrhanginc; luigt-.s in all imaginable vrtrieties of form, m 
curious and beautiful as to surpass any thing of which I had 
ever heard or read. The immediate approaches were ex- 
tremely hazardous, nor could we obtain a perfect view of 
the lower fall, in consequence of Uie projection of tlie westcra 
clifia. At the lowest position which we were able to attain, 
we were still more than a hundred feet above the level of 
the bed of the river beneath; and this, instead of bcinn; nar- 
row ciioui^h to step across, as it had seemed from tlie oppo- 
site heights^ was found to be at least two hundred feet wide. 

The colour of the water varied froin a very licjht to a very 
dark green; and the spray, whicli spread a dimness above, 
was thrown up in clouds of light pray, Nia2;ara, Wilbcr- 
forcc's Falls in Hood's River, the falls of Kakabikka near 
Lake Superior, the Swiss or Italian falls, — althougii tiiey may 
each **charm the eye with dread," are not to be compared to 
this for splendour of effect. It was the most imposing spec- 
tacle I had ever witnessed; and as its berg-like appearance 
• * brought to mind associations of another scene, I bestowed 
upon it the name of our celebrated navigator. Sir Kdward 
Fvrry, and called it Parry's Fails. 

September 27th. — ^The journey was resamed at an eariy 
hour. On passing my resting place of the preoeding 
I was surprised to see the havoc caused by the summer storms, 
which had uptorn by the roots and laid prostrate the talleit 
pines of the forest; and the devastation was even greater as 
we neared the lake. Late in the forenoon we arrived at 
Fort Reliance, after an absence of nearly four months; tired 
indeed^ but wdl in health, and truly grateful for the manifold 
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mercies we had experienced in the conrsp of our Iohg; nnd 
perilous journry. The house was standing, but ttiat was all; 
for it inclined fearfully to the west, and the mud used for 
plafittrinti; had Ix t ii washed .1 way by the ram. The observa- 
tory was in little better state; and my ( anoe had been splint- 
ered bv lightning. Nothing, in shorl, could present a more 
cheerless ap|)caraiice for a dwelling: but the goods, and 
sonic meat hrouglit by the Iiidian^j, were dry in the storej 
and, after three liours' rest^ the men were set to work about 
' the Qeceaiary jreparatioos. 

The old Indian who had been, when a young man, at 
Hood's River, happened to be at the Fort; but he could not 
afford mc the slightest informaticyi about the country near 
Batburst's Inlet, nor did he know of any other way of getting 
there with small canoes. *<But,'* said he, "why does the 
chief aak in% when he is the only ono who has been there?'' 

This was a grievous disappointment; for, could I have ob- 
tained the least iti formation to be depended upon, I had a 
strODg wish to try if some communication might not be found 
between Lake Beccbey and Back's River, by crossing the 
moantains in a line towards the latter^ and taking with me 
materials to build canoes there. But, to accomplish this^ 
without any previous knowledge of the rout^ would have 
oeeupied one or |vobably even two seasons more, and would 
IiaTO required an entirely fresh ^t of men, and mucli addi- 
tional expense. When wc had reached Batliurst' s Inlet, there 
would have been the chance of finding it full of ice; and, 
ovon on the supposition of its being perfectly free^ we could 
notf in any manner^ rei&on on more than three weeks for 
performing the distance between this place and Ross Pillar 
or Point Rtchaidson. To go by the Thlew-ee-choh again 
was out of the question; sinee^ independently of its daogersy 
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Hied to Hie wrong eiidlbr « ftvoanMe pasMge along the ooulf 
the eastern portioii being probably always more or leas ham- 
pered with toe 1iraii|^t by the current from the weetwaid. 
Upon dieae coniiderBtions» and infioeneed, moreorer, by a 
feeling that I was not atttfaorized to swell the expense of a 
serrice the original objeot of which had been happily antid* 
pated by Pro^enoe, I rdinqaished, thonj^ with smeevs 
reluctance, the further prosecution of its seeondary purpoes 
as altogether hopeless £rom this particular t|uarter. 

It remained, tliciLture, only to make arrangements for 
pasMiiip; the winter as cornrortably as our means would per- 
mit; aad, as there was not the remotest probability that there 
would be sufficient food at the house for the consumption of 
• the whole party, all except six went with Mr. M^Leod to 
the fisheries, conveyina;, ;it the s;unc lime, to the Comp;i!iy\s 
establishment at Fort Rcsolutiion, the various bales of goods 
and otlier articles which we did not now require. A great 
proportion of the pcmmi can also was deposited in store there, 
for the utic of llie expedxtiuu m iUi paiifiage Uirough iho 
country. 

The Indians brought us provision from time to time; and 
our friend Akaitcho, with his followers, though iioi very 
successful) was not wanting in his contributions. The name 
of this chief is so associated with Sir John Franklin's first 
expedition, that it may not tie nninterciLing to say a few 
words about him here. He is no loni;( r the same active and 
important person that he was in tliose daysj for, Ivesides the 
infirmities that liave erept ujjon lum, he has grown peevish 
and fickle. His once absoluLe auUionty is coasiequently re- 
duced to a shadow; and, with the exception of his sons and 
his own family, he can scarcely boast of a single subject or 
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adherent in his .summer excursions to hunt During winter^ 
howcveo ^hc clan slill keep together as formerly. 

The Ycll^i'.v Kiiircs have drawn vengeance on themselves 
by their wauLuii and oppressive conduct towards their neigh- 
bours^ the Slave Indians: an inoffensive race, whom they 
plundered of their peltries and women on tiic most trifling 
occasions of dispute, aad too often out of mere insolence, and 
tlie assertion of that superiority with which the fears of Uic 
Slaves invested them. At last, after submitting to every 
scourge that the ingenuity of barbarism could inflict — after 
beholding their wives and daughters torn from their lodges, 
and their young men branded with the badge of lAvnryy 
they were^niddenly animated with *b spirit of rermge; and, 
in one seasooi partly by treachery and partly by valour, an- 
nihUated the boasted aaeeadeney of their tyranta.* From 
thkeoiileat datea the downiaU of the Yelloir Kiii?ea:*their 
well-known ehiefi^ and the flower of their youth— «ll who 
had strength or ability were maaaaered; and the wrelehed 
remnant were driven from the rich hunting groonda about 
the Yellow Knife River to the eompaiatively barren hilla 
bordering on Great Slave Lake.* Thia revolution in tteir 
fiirtime^ fbUowed aa it waa by aaifMciony jear» and diaeon- 
tenty has aenaibly afieoted the race itael^ and entailed a 
degeneracy £mm whieh they will probably nev^ recover. 
There cannot now be aaore than aeventy lamiliea remaining^ 
and theae eomprise few aUe men^ the gifeater proportion 
bebg agedi infiim, and decrepit who are regarded aa bar* 
thena upon the more active and working portion of the com- 
munity. To complele their eahtmitieB> they have been 
visited by a eontagioua diaeaae^ which ia finally prevalent: 
slowly, bat suidy, thia ia eooaigning them to death, and, 
without aucb aaijalaaoe aa it ia feared caanot be r e a der adt 
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must erentniUy sweep them swiy from among the tribes of 
the north. * 

Their speculations regurding the creation, Ac. are dwelt 
on at length in Franklin's Journey to the Vohr Sea; hot 
most of them are either forgotten, or strangely distorted by 
the present generation^ who content themselires with a sim- 
ple belief in the existence of One Great Spirit, who rewards 
the good and punishes the eril-doer. I was once speaking 
to the Camarade de Mandevflle, a Ghipewyan ehie^ on this 
subject^ and was endeavouring to impress on his mind a 
few moral precepts for his future guidance^ to which he 
listened with the most profound grarity' and attention. When 
I had concluded, he raised his head a litOe, and, wHh eyes 
fixed on the floor, said, in a low and solemn tone, <'The 
chiefs words hsTO sunk deep into my heart; andl shsll often 
think of them when I am alone. It is true that I am Ignorant; 
but I never lie down at night in my lodge without whisper- ^ 
ing to the Great Spirit a prayer for forglraess, if I have 
done anything wrong that day.'' • 

The Chipewyans, although they sometimes associate with 
the Yellow Knives^ never do so without caution and watch- 
fulness. Indeed, with the exception of seven or eight, who 
were in constant *broil8, they kept aloof, and came to the 
Fort at a time when they knew tiie others were absent 
These people are by no means wanting in shrewdness, when 
occanon oilers for the display of it Mr. M<Leod was re- 
proving one of them for the bickerings he had had with the 
other tribe; and, after expostulating with him on the danger 
of so bod an example, informed him that they were all bro- 
thers, created by the same Power, which made no distinction 
between man Ukd man, but regarded every one according to 
the quality of liis actions; that tlicy shuuld be kind, Uicx-cfore, 
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and charitable towards each other, for that such conduct was 
pleasiog to the Great Spirit. Ah!" said the Indian, with 
ft heavy sighy ** that is goodf and if the chief wishes to teach 
tu in that way, which is vory gpod^ let him show that he 
lears the Great Spirit, and give me a .gun to hunt with; for 
my famiJy are starviog." 

While Akaitcbo and his followers were at the houa^ I 
npeated to them what I bad preTioiulj told the others ro- 
apecting the riveri and the distance they migbt Tonturo 
down it without ialling in with the Esquimaux, whose voci- 
feimtions and threatening nuumers were explained as being 
harmlesay and their character described as peaceable and un- 
ofiending after s first interview. But Akaiteho observed 
tfial they wm diifienlt people to talk with^ and he did not 
think that any of his tribe would go near tbem> thoitgb fiv 
bio own part be was sorry he bad not aoeompanied mew • 

A fbw presents were given to tbem^ and they went away 
to the westward well eontented. The Cbipewyans also di- 
leeted their steps towards the Atbabascay and left us in our 
cold and solitary dwelling to bear the brunt of another 
winter. 

The instruments were placed in the obsenratoryy the re- 
gislers recommeneedy and we firand full employment in con* 
structing the chart, writing our journals, making drawings^ 
fte. fte. An boor every other night was devoted to the in- 
struction of the meni and divine service was read eveiy 
Sunday, whjicb Was slways held saered as a day of rest 

The tedium of the long evening was most agreeably light- 
ened by the early arrival of our packet from England, con- 
taining not only letters, but valuable periodicals, and a file of 
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the <'New York Albion," kindly sent by GoTernor Simp- 
son. I bad made some provision for a treat to the men oa 
New Year's Day; and accordingly they all came with Mr. 
M*Leod from the fisheries, and our evening commenced 
with some sleight-oi-hand tricks with cards, ^c. The men 
who performed these were dressed up for the purpose: and 
having huge beards and mustachios of buffalo skm, a.s well 
as a pioneer's cap of the same stuff, looked so droll, and in 
their aiixii ty not to go wrong in their parts, in which they 
were not quite perfect, maintained so serious a cuuntenanctf, 
that their very appearance produced peals of laughter. His 
Majesty's health was then drank with three clieersj aud tiie 
people were set down to a feast, consisting of a preparaUon 
of meat and fat fried in batter (*. e. flour and water), with 
cakes sweetened with treacle; after wliich they sang and 
danced, and, to use their own expression, "had grog to their 
heart's content." In fact, they were all tiioroughiy liappy, 
and I was scarcely less happy in seeing tliem so. In a few 
days they returned to their sereral statioDfly and left ua to our 
former solitude. 

•Our next visiters were of a more lean and hungry kind, 
being a troop of eighteen white wolves,' which obliged us to * ^ 
scciirt^ the dogs by keeping them within the house during 
tiic night. They. would come when every thing was quiet, 
prowling about the door, and frequently as we went to ol>- 
serve the needle at midnight, they were within sixty paces 
*. of us on the border of the lake, or soeduBg about the wood^* 

but always retreated to « short distanee when they mw any 
one more. Two were caught in traps, and one was shot by 
a spring gun, but they were immediately devoured by the 
others, the only remains found in the moining being the 
heads and legs. Que oC their decoys was as follows: two or 
* three would lie down an the ice a Sew- httadnd yards in 
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front of thf liousf, in order to entice the dogs, which .some- 
times ventured a iiillc way towards them; nnd on one occa- 
sion wlien two of them were thihs h'iiii^ in wait, my little 
terrier, which had been hitlea in the neck only two nights 
before, ran whh five other dogs to within aLtoui liiiy paces 
of them, when the larger of the two instantJy singled it out, 
and after twice missing, finally seized it by the neck, and 
carried it deliberately away. Hy mere accident I happened 
to hv. looking through a pane ol glass in tiiat tlirection just as 
the poor little tliins; was in its jaws. An alarm was instantly 
givt^n to the people, who hounded on the dogs, and a general 
chase was given. The wolves contented themselves with 
trotting until we were gaining on them, when the one which 
had the little dog put it dowu, and sci/aig it afresh by tlie 
hack, increased its speed, and took to the woods. Here, 
after a long run, the interpreter and Ta) iur came up as li w is 
taking il» first bile, quite heedless of the dogs, which had not 
the courage to attack it. The interpreter's gun missed fire; 
but the wolf was frightened and ran away, leaving its vic- 
tim still alive, though it died soon after from its wounds. 
During the winter we caught five more, among which was 
the delinquent, and the rest finding nothing to live upon 
went away. The weather was severe at first, but after Ja- 
nuary it beeame unusually mild; and*as it was necessary for 
me to return by way of Canada, the dogt and sledges were 
got ready early in March.* I then directed Mr. King to 
proceed at the proper season with the Europeans to York 
Factory, when they would embark in the Company's ship 
for England; and taking leave of my companion, on the 21st 
of March I went towards the fisheries, wher^ having bade 
farewell to my esteemed friend Mr. M'Leod, I set out, and 
shortly reached Fork Resolution. Here having been kindly 
supplied with every thin^; necessary to forward me, on the 
10th of April I arrived at Fort Chipewyoo, where I was 
44 
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alsd hospitably entertained by Mr. E. Smithy a chief fiMlor 
in the Compeny's eenrioe. 

I was informed that ,the winter had been unusually miM 
. roynd ChipewyaOf as well as in the neighboinfaood of Ptotee 
River» and that very little snow had (alien at either place. 
The accounts of the atmoBpherie register kept on the banki 
of the M^Ken^e River gave a similar resolt; while at Fort 
ReHaneOy the cold» though considerably less severe than that 
of the preceding season^ hid still been so keen that the daily 
walk for exeivise on the wood track behind the l^ort could 
not be taken without the risk of being frostpbittmi. Many 
of the people, indeed, suffered severely in this way white 
gpiug to andfirom our fishery, when, as we afterwards learned, 
the weather a little to the westward was mild, and times 
almost warm} so that it is evident the degree of eold at one 
place, furnishes no inlSerence which can be relied upon as to 
the temperature of another place even moderately distant* 

About the beginning of May, the whole of the lake began 
to look black and decayed: pools of water were soon ibfmcd, 
and then a channel, which gradually extended itsdf among 
the islands and along the shoal parts near the shore. By 
the 15th swans, geese, and different kinds of ducks appeared 
in large flocks, and were welcomed scarcely more as haitun- 
gen of spring than for the amusement of shooting them, and 
the grateful change which they afforded to tho table. Mar- 
tins and other small birds soon followed. Vegetation also 
now made rqiid progress; anemones came into flower, the 
catkins of the willows underwent hourly change, and the 
small leaf of the birch expanded itself almost perceptibly. 
Many women of the Port were at this time aliio luduiLriuusly 
employed in collecting the sap oL Uic^h: atmiul Ir&tui, for the 



Digitized by Google 



Of THS AKCnC »A. 



347 



purpose of making a syrup used as a aubatitute for mgari of 
which they are oKtravaguiUy food. 

Cropt of potatoes and barley am sometimes grown it 
Chipewyan; but tbaee in the past season had failed^ owiog» ae 
I imagine, to the pvosimity of the phu^ of culture to the 
lake, and their consequent espoaore to the chilling winds so 
prevalent here about the autumn and ^iug. Another trials 
however^ was now made* aad seed again aown^ in the hope 
of a move fortunate result 

On the 2dd of May, some boats laden with fur8» &e. ar- 
rived from the pMt on Peace River, from whence they also 
brought a cow and a calf, and thereby supplied us with luxu- 
ries till then untasted at Chipewyan. A few days after, two 
gentlemen made their appearance from the Company's farthest 
establishments to the south-west of the Rocky Mountains, a 
Inns; nnt! tedious journey, which they hail performed partly 
on Imrscback and partly in canoes. They were sensibly 
alTcctt'el by the cliant^e of trmprratiirc, and rcnrarkctl that the 
difference even within a few days was like the transition from 
summer to winter. 

Chilly N. E. winds had prevailed for nearly a fortnight, 
and when thcae blew firesh the ice from that quarter drifted 
down in large quantities, and blocked up the channely which 
at other times, under lavourable circumstances, was dear 
enough to afford a passage out of the lake. On such oeea* 
sions I was naturally anxious to getaway, although unwilling 
to do so in the absence of my interpreter Thomas Hassel. 
He had remained at Fort Resolution at his own request, as 
substiluie hit the interpreter of that post, removed in consc- 
<juence ot illness to Fort Reliance for the benefit of the 
attention of Mr. King, under whose treatment^ 1 may add* 
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lie speedily recovered. The morning of the 28th of Mtft 
however, whb so fine> and the* channel so^free from ebatme- 
tion, that I immediately prepared for my departure, having 
arranged that Haaael ahould follow in one of the Company's 
hoatSy and take the place of the person who was appointed to 
accompany me. Accordingly, provided with every thing 
that was necessary for the joiimey» I took leave of my kind 
' friend Mr. Smithy of whom it is hot justice to say that he 
had neglected nothing which might contribute in any degree 
to my comfort while under his hospitable roof. 

Aften several detentions, principally from gales of wind, 
I gpt to Norway House, in Jack River, on the S4thof lone, 
and found many persons there suffering from influensa. Bfr. 
Simpson had been obliged to gp to Canada; but had directed 
every thing necessary to be in readiness that tny progress 
might not be delayed. Having, therefore, examined the 
accounts and charges for the goods received by the ea^pedi- 
tion from the Company, and left some brief directions for 
Mr. King, I set oot'veiy shortly for Montreal, with a crew 
of Iroquois and Canadians substitated for my own men, who, 
at their own request, were now discharged from the service. 
I next crossed Lake Winnipeg, and arrived at Fort Alexan- < 
der, where we provided ourselves with a stronger canoe, 
better adapted for ascending the river. 

'As we approached Rainy Lake, numerous deserted huU 
of the Sautcaux Indians were seen on vAch side of the river, 
generally near rapids, where they s[t( nr the sturgeon as it 
struggles to ascend tlie current. Tlie arrival of tliesc fish is 
f their senson of feasting; for the large animals hcing nearly 

extinct, they often experience great dilficulty in procnriiif:!: 
food enough for suhsistence; and, indeed, were it not torlhe 
wild rice, which happily grows sj>ontancously round the 
lake^ and which they have prudence enough to gather up for 
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winter consumption, their condition would be most deplora- 
ble. In proof of tlie wretchedness to which they are reduc- 
ed, if only nrcrssnry to look at the many young trees 
\^ }ijch Ijrcn stripped of thcif Ijark to afford them suste- 

nance. • Stiil these people are, or rather, when we «nw them, 
were more than commonly robust, nnd had an air and car- 
riage greatly superior to the more peaceable tribes of the 
north. 'The almost conslant siale of warfare existing be- 
tw( ( II tlir ni and the Sieux Indians makes them daring,* and 
^ives liiem a {>eculiar strut, assumed^ probably, for the j)ur- 
pose of intimidating their adversaries. On one occasion, as 
we were crossing a portage close to the American Hne-s 
some of these Indiajis came to us wilii a lew lish, ostensibly 
fcir the purpose of cxchanguig them for tobacco \\ lili the 
tfoyagmrSf hut in reality to pilfer any thing they could con- 
veniently carry away. How ever, they w^re narrowly 
watched; and notiung was missed tmtil at the moment of 
starting, when one of our lro(juois, leaping on shore, went 
directly up to an elderly Sauteaux, who was quietly seated 
on a rock, pushed him aside, and discovered his iial, wluch 
the old fellow had dexterously contrived to secrete under his 
dress. This detection so annoyed him, that when the ca- 
noe was pushed off from tlie land he began pelting us with 
stones, but desisted on my holding up my hand in token of 
disapprobation. 

The river Kaministiquoya waa lounJ so shallow that three 
or four of the crew were obliged to walk along the banks; 
and in attempting to make a short cut through the woods 
tbey got bewildered. After endeavouring for a short time in 
▼aiD to reoover the traek by which they had entered, one of 
the number dimbed a pine-tree, in the hope of deaerying 
the river; but anfortnnately, in grasping one of the topmost 
branches, be moiuwioiialy disturbed a wasp's nest, suspend- 
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ed just above his head; and ao inatantaneouB and fierte WM 

the attack upon his face and eyes, that the poor fellow tarn- 
bled, rather than came down, covered with stings, and voci- 
ferating loudly for assistance. The report of a gun tired 
about the tmna Ume, enabled tiie stiaggicrti^to rejoiu the ca- 
noe. 

At Sault Ste. Marie, which I reached about the end of 
July, I met with a most hospitable, and, indeed, flattering 
reception. Major Codd, the commandant of the American 
garrison, paid mc the extraordinary compliment of receiving 
me with a salute of eleven guns. In the evening of the same 
day» I had also the gratification of passing a few hours at the 
mission-house of the Rev. W. M 'Murray, whose pious en- 
deavours to reclaim the poor Indians in that district arc de- 
serving of the highest praise. In the short space of iwo year?, 
til is exemplary man has received into his fold no fewer than 
two liundred converts; and has established a school, nttcndod, 
not 11 n frequently, by tifty .scholars. By tlie liberality of the 
government, a school-house w.is then in the course of erec- 
tion for the use of the mission; and the appointment of a 
school ma-Hter was in contemplation. Houses were also 
building for the accommodation of at least twenty Iijdian fa- 
milies, who were to be instructed in agriculture, for which 
they were said to have manifested a tlccndcd inclination. 
Nor has Mr. M*Murray confined his exertions to his own 
immediate neighbourhood j some of the more zealous mem- 
bers of his congregation having been despatched along the 
northern shores of Lake Superior to visit the brethren about 
Miehipicoton, who were anxiously seeking for instruction. 
A translation into Chi|>pewa of the catechism and part of the 
common prayer of the eliurch, executed by Mr. M'Murray, 
an d printed l)y dIrecLion of the committee at Toronto, has 
been supplied for the use of tl^ scholars ai^d |be mission 
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genenUy^ but the finances of the socie^ are unequal to 
the excellent work they have in hand eyea tt Sault Stc. 
Marie alone. ^Incalculable good," saya the werthj mia- 
lionary* «might be done in theae northern fegions, 
were the attention of the Christian world onee engaged 
in behalf of the benig)ited inhabitants. There is work, I 
aiigPli Bifely fay 9 for a hundred missionaries." Could not 
aome means be adopted for aiding, by subscription or others 
wise, the beoefolent fiewa of thia nalous friend of the human 
laee? 1 haire spent many yeara of nj life among Indiana^ 
and may be exenaed for feeling a more than common intereat 
Ibr their welfare. Nor» in dismissing thiaanbjeet^ can I for- 
bear from qinoling a part of the fiiorth annual report of the 
aocietjy at Toronto^ for the year ending October, 1 834 : — 
*'It ia by no means a cirGumstance of the k ast Interest 
eonneeted with the miaaion at the* Sault Ste. Marie that 
H promises, at some future period, to be the centre from 
whieh tiw light of Dirine tiuth wiUndiate toall the heathen 
tribea of that lemote regiion; to a portion of whom noHm 
tpcakertf proeeedlng from the miaaion at the Sanity haye 
already aairied such a knowledge of Chriatianity—by no 
means inooaaiderable^-aB tfaay haye themselyes aequired 
under in inatroelion.'' * 

Returning ezaetly by the same route^ in preference to the 
more circuttoua one by the American ateam boat, I airiyed 
on the 6th of Auguat at La Chine^ haying aince I quitted it 
trayeUed oyer a diatanoe of aeyen thouaand fiye hundred 
milea, including twelye hundred of diaooyery. 

Both bt Montreal^ and in my passage through the United 
Statea, I experienced eyery where the aame kind attentions.'' 
My baggage was not inamined by the officers 'of the cua- 
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toms; and every thing was done or offered which could mi* 
nister to my convcnieace. 

At New York I embarked, on the 17th oi August, on 
board the packet ship Nortli America, and arrived at Liver- 
pool on the 8th of September, after an absence of two years 
and nearly seven months. Mr. King, with eight of the men, 
reached England in the Company's ship in October. Much 
fatigue had been undergone in transporting the stores of tlie 
expedition over the ice to Fort Resolution; :uul it was 
gratifying to me to learn, as it was creditable to Inm to have 
to report, that the long and tedious journey from Slave Lake 
to York Factory had been unattended by a single calamity. 

On my arrival in T^ondon, I had the honour of laying my 
chart and drawings before the Right lion. Lord Glenelg, 
Principal Secretary of Slate for the Colonies, — under the 
orders of which dci)artment, as already stated, I had pro- 
ceeded, — and of Lord Auckland and the IJoard of Admi- 
ralty. I was soon after honoured with an audience by His 
Majesty, who was condescending enough to manifest a gra- 
cious interest in tht discoveries which it had been my good 
lot til ae to make, and to express his approbation of my hunv- 
\)\c c (Torts, first in the cause of humanity, and uczt in that 
of geographical and scicnti&c researcb. 
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The names of the distinguished persons aflixed to the folloW" 

iug papers on natural history arc of themselves sufficient to 
command attention t(» tlieir protluctions; but I feel called on 
a<^in to state that the ukerit of making tlic collection, of which 
thej give an account, is entirely due to Mr. King, who, I am 
coBTinced, had our means and opportunities of conveyance been 
more favourable, would have still added to the number of speci- 
mens broujr'*' l><>inc. AVe were without the kind of shot cal- 
culated tor kiliiug small birds; inconvenienced by a want of 
room in our single boat, and asaaUed bj almoat conafaiit nin$ 
while at the same time the barren ^unds aflbrded little beyond 
iMMss for fuel. It is under such circurn^tanres, then, I am per- 
suaded, tliat credit will be given him for much y.eul ami perse- 
verance, even from what he has accompli^lied, amid diiliculties 
thus shown to be of no ordinary nature. 



Few people in this country have acorrcct notion of the magni- 
tudt* of that part of America which lies to tiie north of the great 
Cauaila lakes; and it may not therefore be out of place to inform 
the reader, that the area of the territory in question, is about 
equal to that portion of the old continent which would be cut oflT 
to the nnrtliwaril, by an in^nirinnrv line running from the Mav ofc 
JBiscay, liirough the GuU of hyou!», the Adriatic and Black seas, 
to the Caspian and Lake And, and from thence north-eaatwaidly 
to the sea of Ocliob>k, tlnis comprising twenty -seven degrees of 
latitude, and in the sixtieth parallel upwards of one hundreil 
degrees of lonq:itu(le: or, Captain Bark's journey from New 
York to the GuU of Uootliia may be likened to that of a travel- 
ler who should embtfk in a oanoe at Naples, and proescd up or 
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down yanous rivei-M, and across portages, until he reach Arch- 
angel and tiie entrance of the White Sea. In a countnr em- 
bracing so many parallels of latitude, and presentinfi^ a saraoe so 
greatly varied bj hill and dale, wood and prairies, we may 
naturallv expect a con«i<1rrnb!e variety in it> f« tim- iii^;ihif:uif>-.' 
and those which exist in America aie highly jfiteresuug to the 
zoologist, as beinc less perfectly known than their Kuropeau 
Tepfeseutativesi wnile, at the same time, tlieir range having beea 
as yet scarcely restricted, or their habits influenced by man, 
they offer instructive shuHpH to the natm alist. It is in Norrh 
America alone that opportunities ofier foi ubser>'iAg the cimous 
openlioitB of the beaver, which are guided by an instiMt ttat 
amost surpasses human reason; there too wc may watch the 
regular migrations of the bison and reitulrci tn tin it wonted 
fcedlntr-places or remote retreats where ilirv lniug fortii their 
young, and uute tiie periodical flights of bnda m immense flocks 
proceedii^ ftom murmer and boaier climes to the secluded shoras 
m the Arctic Sea. The ichthyologist too, who shall devote his 
time to the invef?tii!:ation of the fresn waters of that country, and 
of its several bounding seas, will reap a ricb harvest; and the 
entDmologist who nuj tniTel thither, will be ddig^ted with ^ 
nnexpected burst of insect life which entivent i& air and SlU 
the waters as soon a«i winter has passed away. 

The distribution ot" animals has a rlosc connexion witli cli- 
mate; and tiiough tins is nut Uie place to enter into a iengtiiened 
discussion on t&t important aubjcct, yet a few Tenmrks naj be 
apiNfOpriately made on the dilbrence between the climate of Eu- 
rope, and especially of its sea-coasts, and that of the interinr of 
JSorth America. In the former, the winter is tempered by the 
warm breezes which sweep over an open sea; and, except in v^y 
higli latitudes, tlie ground is seldoni coveri^ witb snow for a 
; " nt leni^^th of time, or vesrt'tatinn completely arrested by frosts 
v\ long duration. Most ot the ^rass seed (not objects of rul 
tuie) that have been matured in tiie summer fall to the i^iounu 
in^ the autumn, and, if the season be moists have already ger- 
minated before the conclusion of winter* The perfection of 
what has been termed by way of distinction a fnantime cKmait 
mkj be observed on the west of Ireland, or, still more evidently, 
in me islets or "holmes" of the Shetland and Orkneys, which, 
lying between the sixtieth and sixty'irst ponllela| are ereen 
durin;!; the whole %vinter, affording pa«ture to numerous flocks of 
sheep: but tliis mild wiuter is coupled witli a less genial summer- 
The growth of the cerealia and of the most useful vegetables 
depemla chiellj on the intensitjr and duiutioa of the Mmwcr 
heats* and is comppiaiivelj littfo inflacncad by tlia aevuritf of 
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the winter cold, or the kuwiwN «f the netn teii|Mntar» of the 

year. 'I'hug, in France, tiumgh the isothermal lines, or lines of 
equal annual h^at, heuA to the ftouthwanl m they rocede from the 
UMSt, the lioeii oi culture of the olive, mainje, and vine, liave a 
cootnrjr directioiH-4hftt is, incUne to tiie north-eastward,— 
which \n attributed to the low suamer temperature ehmg the 
coast. In North Anienr:^, fhe decrement of the moan annual 
temperature incident to the increase of latitude is mucii greater 
tlian in Europe; and there is also, especially in Uie interior, a 
nnch wider dilhrance between theeenmerhert end winUr cold, 
the increase of vernal heat being sudden and pent On the 
Tifirth shore T.ake ITuron, which i** nearly in the same parallel 
with the bottom of the Gulf of Venice, the snow covers the 
noand ibr neerlj half the year; though ^e mean heat of the 
fliree enmmer months equals that experienced at Bourdeaax, 
amoontin» to 70" nf ' ' " ^cale. Cumberland Honse, 
which has the same latitude with Uie city of York in Enj^iand, 



thit of Bmsseis or Fkrit. Humboldt informs nt that, in conii- 



newal of vegetation, takes place in that mootii which has a mean 
heat of 93^ or 34*, and decidaovt trees pesh oet their leevee 
when the mean reaches to 52*$ thus, the sum of the temperetorei 

nf the months which attain the latter heat furnishes a measure 
of the strenj^th and continuance of vei^tation. Lake Huron, in 
latitude 44°, enjoys hve of these months; Comberland House, 
ihreei md-Bear Like and Fort Bnterpijise, both in lalitnde 
04|*, only two: all these places have an anterior or continental 
climate. At Winter [gland, on the r iHtem cAsmt, in latitude 
644°, and at Tglooliic, in latitude 66^", no month in the year 
•ttaina a mean heat of 5S*| and at Churchill, in latitade 59*", 
the aummer heat does not exceed that of Beer Leke, being 10° 
1e-; than tiuit Avliirh is experienced in the ime penllel iathe 

ilil 'nor (il ihe coniiiu'nt. 

i iic pheuomenoQ ul the isothermal lines sinking on the western 
const of Hndson's Bej, insteed of risinr as Uiey do en the 
CBStem coast of Earope, hes been varionslV accounted for. Dr. 

Brewster assumes two northprn jkiIps of cohl, anfl placen one of 
them on the meridian of 9i^, which is the lonj2;itude of Church- 
hill; bet we think that the peculiarities of the climate of this 
|iart of the country nay be greatly owing to the configuration of 

the land. Tlie const tn thf northward is deoj)ly imlentfd by 
gulfs and miunds, and frtogetl by nutneroun iHland<i, nnumg 
which the drill ice is detained until late in tlte iteasaii. Fhis 




trips whose mean 
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meliing depresses Oie summer iieatj whde the ice-covered scft 
his Uttte or no effect in tempering the cold during the winter. 
• The nib-Mil north of latitude 56^ is perpetually frozen, the 

thaw on the roast nut penetrating above three feet, and at Bear 
Lake, in latitude 64 \ not more than twentj inches. The frozen 
substratum does not of itself destroy vegetation; for forests 
ilottriah on tbe'snrface at a distance from the coast, and the brief 
though warm summer gives birth to a handsome flora, matures 
eeveral pleasant finiits, and produces many carices and grasses. 

The direction of the northern termination of the woods shows 
the gradual ascent of the isothermal Unea (or lines of equal 
anminer he;it^ as they recede from Hudson's Bay. On the coast 
near Churchill the woods cease near the 60th parallel; but at the 
distance of fifty or sixty miles from the sea tncir boundary rij»cs 
lauidiy to the northward, and then takes a nearljr stra^ht W.N. 
W. coorae, until it reaches Great Bear Lake, in latitade 65**. 
The most northerly tree is the white spruce; but the canoe 
birch, which is deciduous, terminates only thirty or forty niile^ 
to the southward of it; and we thus possess the means ot ascer- 
taining how lar to the north a summer temperatnre of 5$** ex> 
tends. But, in fixing this limit, some allowance must be made 
for altitude, and tin* n:iture of the soil. Thus, on the low allu- 
vial deitii ot the M'keir/.ie, the spruce far reaches the latitude 
of 68^; and tlie banks of that river generally are better wooded 
than the higher and more rocky tracts which lie to the eastward. 

The permanence of the frosts when once they set in is a 
feature of the climate of the fur countries which requires to be 
noticed here, as it influences the distribution of graminivorous 
and heihiTorous animala* by the effect that it haa upon thmr 
supply of fofxl. The carices and grasses have acarcelv matured 
their setf^s hr fore they are frozen up for the season; and their leaves 
being still tull of sap, they continue to atloni ^^ood pasturage until 
the spring; and they drop their seeda only wiien the melting hiwv/ 
has prepared the grtnind for their reception. The sparrows and 
buntings profit by this vemal harvest. In like manner the Vac- 
cineas, Arbuti, and several other be n v-beariiii; t^hrub^^. n«taln > 
their fruits until the same period, wiien Uiey yield food to the 
bean, Juat «woke from their winter sleep, anil to large flocks of 
geeae winging their way to tfieir breeding places. 

The extent of the woods to the north is the liiolt of the range 
of the black bear, the American fox, tfTe pine maitin, tlie fisher, ^ 
the lynx, the beaver, several marmots, liie American hare, the 

*ll«Mto«Dd.lHidi «f pnv depending oo tbeee trihes Ar MfaiirtMtes an abo Am 
i n i e w w dlythtpaWOTJ'f^iBirtioiiiBilwbditniliai^ 
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iiukosc door, the Can.ida partri(l2:o, the woodpeckers^ &c. The 
"barrori sjrouiuls*' to the jioi tliw aid ol the woods havo also their 
appropriate iiihabitauts, such as the brown bear, the arctic fox, 
rvnj^B marmot, the polar hare, and the musk ox. The small 
variety of the reindeer winters within the vei^ of tiie wooded 
country, but travels to the northward in the summer, and drops 
its young on the sea-coast. The wolf and the wolvereen inhabit 
woods and barren ^onds indiSbrently, and the polar bear sel- 
dom travels inland. The "prairies," or woodless plains, which 
skirt the Rocky Mountriins from the 55th parallel down to the 
Mississippi, and enjoy utUder winters th^n the more easterly 
districts, mre another set of inhabitants, of which the bison ts 
the most important This animal feeds in countless herds on 
the trniss tit' the prajries, niiil furnishos food to a tnitrli greater 
Indian ^mpuUtion than the wooded districts can hup|K>rt. The 
bison exists, but in much smdler nvmbers, in the woods np to 
the 62nd parallel, but it does not travel to the eastward of the 105th 
meridian; and a few strajrslors only ha%'c found t!i« ir way across 
the mountains to the I'ertde and comparatively temperate coun- 
try which skirts the l*acific. The prairie wolf, the kit- fox, and 
▼arious marmots are peculiar to the plains; and the ferocious 
and powerful grisly bear, thougli most abundant on the tnountaia 
declivities, also nuDges for some distance over the flat country to 
the eastward. 

The north-weKt coast which we have jast alluded to has a eli- 

mato luoi e like that of the east coast of Europe in its temperature 
than any other part of North America: but it is verv moist, owing 
to the vicinity of the Rocky Mountains. The summits of this 
range are inhabited by a wooUbearins^ i^t named Oqtra «^mm> 
eana, and the declivities by the Oris mojUana, or mountain sheep. 
The cnunfrv nearer the l'u( ific coast is fr e(|uented by a fox more 
closely resembling the European one ilian tlie Catiis jiilvus of the 
eastern territory does. The moose-deer, reindeer, m apiti, witfi 
several others of the genus, known to the traders nnder the name 
of m«le-deer, jumping-deer, or cabree, fallow-deer or chevrueil, 
and the prong -horned antelope, also inhabit New Caledonia and 
the banks of the Columbia. 

The following is a list of the specimens procured ^ Che ejtpe- 
dition, with a reference to the p;iges of the Fauna-jBoreali Ameri- 
qana, where they are scientifically described:— 

Vespertilio subulatus, F. B. A. 1. page 3. 

Hustela (Pulorius) Erminea • - 4n. 

martes - - - 51. 

Lutra Canadensis ... 57. 
Lupus occideutalis, jfriietM 66. 



( anis iamiliari^, Catmttiuii 
Caittor Americauuii 
Fiber zibethicus 
Arvicola Pennsylvanicus 
Georychus trimucrooAtttt 
Musleucopus . • • 
SpeiiDopmiiit Farryi 
AquUa (Halicetns) lencooephah, F. B* A 

2. - - - - 

Fftlco Unariut. 



rolumbarius - • 

Buteo borealis - > • 

(CircQB) cyaoflit - * 
fitrix otus - - - 

brachvota 

cinerea - - - 

Virsiniana* 

nyctot ... 

fiintTPa - - - 
T?rannula pusilla 
liflerula mtEratoria 

Wilsonii - 
Krvfhaca (Slalia) arcUca 
SyKicola (Vonnivora) penig^ilia 
Setophaga ruticiiia 
Anthvs tquticus 
Vireo olivaceus 

Alauda cornuta 
Plectropbuiet BiTalis 
Emberiza Canadeniit 
FriogiUa leucophrjs 

PeDDsylvanica • . 

Pjrrhula (Corythus) enocletter 
Loxia leucoplnm 
T.innriafehicr 

C occothrausteg (Guiraca) jLudoviciaiui 
Agelaius phccniceug 

xauthoce]:Jiala» • 
Quiscalus vn-j-icolor 
Scolecopliu^iis }'i'i'ruL;iucua 
Garrulug Cauaiieimji • 
Fioui pibaccu 



80. 

105. 
115. 

124. 

1 M). 

158. 
15. 

«r. 

31. 
35. 
50. 

55. 

— .■) 

75. 

77. 

81. 

88. 

92. 
144. 
176. 
188. 
809. 
29,1. 



River Winipcif. 
Fort Reliance. 
Fort ii^liancc 



Lake Winipoj. 
Lake Wiiiipcg. 
8S1. F«t Reliance. 
235. 
2S7. 
245. 
846. 

252. F«rtB«liiMC. 

255. 

856. Bavcr >N uupcg. 

263. 

267. Fori Reliance. 
£71. Lake Wiiii|)« j;. 
880. Lake Winipt-g. 
281. 

285. Lake Witiipeg. 

286. Fort Reliance 
296. 

SOT. 
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Hc«8 varius 

trid&ctjrlui» 

arcttciii ... 
Colaptes auratut, Swinnoil 

Hirtindo lunifrous 

('ii|)rimul<2;us (CkonUUet) Yij^ginUnttA 
Alcedo alcj'on -. • 
Tetno Cuudeuis 
tetno (Lagopus) saliceti 

EupestruB, Sabinb 
(Centrocercus) phasianeUas 
Colnmba (Bctopistes) migratoik 
ChadriuB vocifenu 
pluTialis 

Strepsilas iiiterpres 
Gins Americana 
Canadenns 

Recunrirostra 
Fringa alpiiia 

DorigUMu 
Totanus fl&vipea . 
R<illu8 Carolinus 
PhalaropuB Wilsonii 
fuiicanus 
Fulica Amerioua 
Podiccpa comntia 

Larus ari^pntalMldei 
Lefltrus pumanoA 
Anas clypeata - 
acuta • 
boschas 
creeca 
Mareca Americana 
Ordemia perepidUaila 
Fuligpla mania 

rufitorqaaf 
rubida 
Clangula albeoU, ; 

vulgaris 
Anaer albifrons 

hyperboreus 
Canadenvis 
Caljmlmiaa 
LaciQ|Mrct Amm¥Uk,W» B. A. 8* 



r . 



Sll. 
SIS. 

314. PaitMiaM^ 

331. 

337. Lake Winipeg. 
339. 

S46. , : 

351. 
356. 
361. 

S6S. Lakf Winipeg. 

S68. 

368. 

River Winip^ 

371. 
S7S. 

373. 
375. 
$84. 

soa 

403. 
405. 
407. 
404. 
411. 
417. 
429. 
4Sd. 
441. 
448. 
443. 
445. 



4SS. 
454. 

45$. 
458. 

467. 
46& 
478b 
10. 
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Saltno namaycush - • - . - 179. 

Coregonus allmfl - - - 311. 

tullibce - - - - 309. ^ 

Iliodon chrysopsis - - , - 311. ^ . 

Gudus (Lota) luaculosus - - 248. 

These specimens were all carefnlly prepared by Mr. Richartl 
King, surgeon to the expedition, who <U'serves tJie thanks of 
zoologists for devoting so much time and labour to the elucidatioa 
of the science. As it would exceed fbe limits of an AppeodEr te 
g;ive a full account, or even a cursory notice, of each species, we 
shall merely say a few words respectinj^ those which arc objects 
of chase to the Indian hunter, either for food or for the sake, of 
their fur, adding a few brief remarks <ni Ac specinaii '^'ihiB 
other species wlien thej serve for the dttddatiMi flf doiliilU 
points of their histoiy. 7 ^ 

8at»s Bat. FespertiHo nibtdalw. (Say. ) F. B. A. 1. p. 3. 

The specimen resembles the one described in tiie Fauna-Boreali 
Americana so much, that we cannot but consider it as the same 
.species, though it bus a sliurter tail; and the comparative dimen- 
sions of some of the other members also difl^ a. i^llle> as the fol- 
lowing table shows: 





King's Sp. 


Richard- 
soa's. 


Say's. 


Total lenjjth 

Length of iiead and body 

— head - 

' tail - 

Ileiijht of ear 
Itreadth of ditto 
Height^of tragus 
Spread of wings 
Length of thumb 


Inch. lin. 
3 

^ 4-1 

0 8 

1 4} 
0 7 
0 4| 
0 4 
8 6 

0 3^ 

• 


Inch. lltt. 
3 4 

1 10 

0 9 

1 6 
0 8 
0 4 
0 4| 

10 0 
0 9\ 


Inch. Un. 

V . ' i 



The discrepancies in the dimensions may be partly reconciled 
by supj)OHii-; th«' body of ilie specinuMi taken on Captain B;irk*< 
expedition to iiave been rather ovcrstutled; wliile tlic one got by 
Sir J, Franklin's party maj luve been allowed to shrink too muon. 
Mr. Say's example must have been a young individual, if tfie 
identity of the species be granted. Say's biS* whicli vk\'^lKfi^j 
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allictl to the y. pipistrdlm and emara;inalUH of Kuropc, lias an 
extensive range, having been I'uunil un the Arkauj»as, at Great 
Slave Like, and in the inteiinediate district. 

Ahiiicaii Blacs Bian. Ur9u» ^meriomm. (Pallab.) F. B. 

A, 1. p. 14. 

This bear, which is the only one of the genus that produces a 
valuable fur, may be n'nflil \ known hv a pale yellowish -bnnvri 
)>atch on each side of iUi lung and slightljr arche<i nose, it feeds 
cliietly on fruit and other ve^talde matters; and is by no means 
a ferocious animal, seldom injaring man except in self-defence, 
and shunning the combat whenever a way of rt'trcat is open to it. 
It climbs trees or scales precipices >^ith great InriltJv: and, being 
very wary, it is not easily killed in the summer, iiut its extreme 
caution sometimes proves the cause of its destruction; (or when 
it hears a noise and apprehends danger, it stands upon its hind 
le2:s cverv now and U^en to look over the hnvlif^, and, !)v thus 
showing lis pu»»ition, enables the skilful hunter to make his ap- 
proach. It is, however, much more frequently taken in its winter 
retreat; and being always fat when hyberna'ting, and having its' 
fur then in prime order, it is a valuable pri'/.e to tlie Indian, who, 
from lont» pmrfire, ncqutre** an cKfraordinary skill in discovering 
its den, by indications that would attract no notice from the eye 
of an inexperienced person. But though the native hunter never 
neglects an opportunity of killing a bear, he deems it an lionour 
to be rrlnti'd m an aniiu;il po<;s('«sinj; so much stren:;th and sapn- 
city; and bctore he proceeds to bkiri anil cut up tiie carcass, he 
tihows it the utmost respect, and begs a thousand pardons for the 
liberty he is about to take with his grandmother. The fat of the 
bear resembles hog*s lard, and is generallv considered as a deli- 
cacy by the Indians; but few Europeans like its strong flavour* 

Barren-Ground Rear. Ur9ii$ Arctotf F. B. A. 1. p. 21. 

This bear, which closely re&emble> the brown hear of Eu- 
roiH*, and is probably the same species, lrequent< tlio barren 
lands lying to the north of tlie wooiled country; and in the 
summer time haunts the shores of the Arctic sea. * It feeds upon 
root-; and berries, and aUo upon such animals as it can surprise, 
or that it funis dead — bein:; nmcli nmn' rarnivornn^ tlian (he 
precetling si>ecies. Une tliat was killed by .Sir John Fianklu^s 
party in BatiiursOs Inlet had a seal, a marmot and many roots iu 
its stomach. This bear attains a g^«ater size than the black 
bear« and is dreaded by the Indians on account of its streogth 
46 * . 
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and courage. Tt i§ said that it will attack nnn n licn impelled 
bj hunger, but ail tltat wc saw ilcd Irom us as loiit thej* could. 

Gmsur Beak. Umt$ Fbtox* (Lswis and Clark.) F. B. A. 

1. p. 24. 

This iij a still more carnivorous animal tiuin eitlier- of tlie pre- 
ceding spedeSt though not so completely so as the PKilar bear. 
It is the most powerful of the genus, being able to master the 
American bison, which forms its habitual prej. Th«* Indian 
hunter will rarclj venture to attack the grislj bear, unless he is 
very advantageously posted; for it daes not beatate toasaut a 
man who, intruding incautiously upon Ha bannta, comet upon it 
uncxpcrti (My ; and has been known to rnrrv off a voyager from 
anion*]; his companions asthoy were »<eate(l at supper: yet, unless 
when stimulated by hunger or incited by the presence of its mate 
or Toung, it will naiially make off when'it aceota the honter from 
a aistance. The physiognomy of the grisly bear is very like 
tliat of the brown m*ar [Ursut Arctof*,) but it may \w readily 
known by the strength and develo^yemcnt of its claws, which are 
blackiah in the young animal, bat change to a dirty white as it 
increaaea in ag^ 

Polar Bsar. Ut$ub manHrnm* (Lma.) F. B. A. 1. p. 30. 

llie Ptolar bear pasaea the greater part of Ita life at sea among 
ice, in the pursuit of the diflerent species of seal. It is one oT 

the fiiKidi ujit tJs v hich ascends into (he hijjhcst latitiidr-;, !)oiti2:an 
inhabitant ot Spitz-berccn, Nova Zi'mbla, (^rcenhml, and Parry's 
Islands. The gravid females hybernate under tlic snow| but tlie 
males and other femalea travd over the ice in winter in qnest of 
open water. This fact was cstablislied beyond a doubt in l826-r, 
when the Dum^'o whaler wintered in Balfin's Bav. Tl/is ship 
was beset in latitude 74* in September, and got clear in latitude 
6£|° in April: the pack of ice in which she was enclosed having 
drifted through Raftin's Bay, and obliquely across l)avi>i's Strail, 
in the course of ei»ht montlis. In the l>eginning of Fcbniarr, 
when the ship was in Intitude 68* 45' N., a whale wa*^- hnrpooned 
at the distance of sixty miles from the land, and many bears, 
foxes, and sharks came to feed on the crang, very roncA to the 
(lelli^ht of the crew, who were rrjoiced to add to tlieir scanty 
allowanc*' «r provisions the flesh o^ such bears and aharlu as they 
succeeded in killing.* 

*Vor^i»OaniBtnit,b]rDftvid Doneni. Laodnim 
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Tub WoLvraBSii. Quh kucut, (Sabihk.) F. B. A. 1. 41. 

Hie quickihatch, or wolvereen, m another iobibitaiit of the 

high latitudes — its remains having beea found in Parry's Islands, 
near the 75th parallel. It is a Htron;^ cunning animal, of which 
maov marvellous stories have beea told; and is greatly disliked 
by we nuurtea-trappcrs, on aocountof the injury it does by carry- 
ing off their tMits> and thus rendering frnitleM the labonr of many 
days. 

The Eruine. Mustda iPiUorius) erminea, (Lin. Gxel.) F. 

B. A. 1. p. 47. 

This active little animal ieeds on the whitc-footctl mouse and 
oilier »mali gnawers, hunting, like tlie resit ot ha family, in the 
nij^t, when it frequently enters the dwelling of man in pursuit 
of Its prey. The noise tuat it makes as it gallops over the boarded 
floor, ji^ves the impression, of its Iwir)^ a much lai^ger beast. Few 
of tlie ermine-skins of commerce come from Hudson's Bay* 

Ths Mnob Muiitla {Putonus) vison. (Lnm. Gm.) F. B. 

A. 1. p. 48. 

The vison or tntnft preys upon small fish» fresh-water muscles, 
&c.( and swims and dives well. La Hontan calls it an *' amphi- 

bious weay-cl;" and it is kfiown to the Canadian fur-hunters by 
the name of *• foutereau." its fur, though darker, is shorter, and 
consenucntly of less value, than that of the pine-marten. It is 
a smaller animal than the latter, with a proportionably shorter 
and broader head, and a molar tooth fewer on eacli side. It is 
easily tamed» when it shows much attachment to those who pet it. 

Thk Pine-kahtkn. Mitatela martet. (Tjinn.)' F. S. A. Lp.51. 

Inhabits tl>e woodeil «li<friets, and preys upon hare?, mice, and 
birds. VVlien 8U4)n>e(l upon a tree, its gestures, tlie attitudes it 
assumes, and the puffing noise it makes, are verj like those of a 
cat under similar circumstanre^. Marten fur is very fine, and 
briny«? a hig!i price, beinj^ soUl largely in England under the 
name of " iiat)k ;'' the Russian sable rarely finding its way 
into our fur-shops. 

Tm PiKAH, or Fmnn. Mustda CanadentiM* (Likk.) F. B. 

A. 1. p. 52.- 

Notwilbttiiiding one of iti names, thb animal does not seek 
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its prey in the water; but entirelj resembles the pme-marten in 
its habits. Its greater size^ the colour and coarseness ut its t'ur, 
disttnguish it from the latter. Its skins are called **woodsliacks** 
at the Hudson's Bajr Compaiiy's sales. 

Thb Skohk. MqtbiHi Amtrkana, (SAnniB.) F. B. A. 1. 

p. 55. 

A full, bushy tail, long black hair, witii a broad white stripe 
along taci) sido, <;ive the skunk a pleasing appearance; but tne 

odnur f»t' the tluiil it fl: v harges when in danger is so dis^nisting 
tliat It w piMijjle can summon rr«!nlution to Approach it. The 
earij Fieuch settlers in Canada evinced their abhorrence of this 
Otherwise harmless^ animal, by terming it "P^ant du dubk*"** 
Clothes tainted by the iluid it stuefes arc but imperfectly jwri- 
fied after they liave been buried in the earth for some days. The 
skunk is said to hybernate under the snow. It runs slowly; 
and, but for its peculiar means of defence, would be eanly cfe- 
stroyed by its numerous enemies* Dogs hunt it eagerly; bat 
when they are jit»t on the point uf seizing it, a single discharge 
of its liquor puts them to llight. 

Thb Camava Ottbb. Zctfm Canadmau, (Sabdib.) F. B. A. 

l.p. sr. 

The habits of the otter arc the same in ilie New World as in 
the Old; but tiiere being a difference in the proportional lei^;th 
of their tails, and in some otiier respects, tliey are considered as 
distinct species. The fur of the Canaila otter, which is much 
mure valuable tliaa that of its European representative, resem- 
bles tlut of the beaver, and is appliea to the same purposes. A 
single skin is worth from one to two guineas. Ute otter is fonnd 
up to the 66th or 67th parallel of latitude. 

TuE Wolf. Luptts OccUlaUaiia. (Ricu.) F. B. A. U p. 60. 

Wolves inhabit the whole country north of Canada, being, as 
is natural, most numerous in the districts which nourish the 
largest herds of the ruminating animals on which they prey. 
The countenance and general appearance of the American wolf 
dilVers greatly from those of its European representative, and its 
fur is very dissimilar; but it is a tliflicult nue-^tion to dcr. rniine 
whether it be a distinct species, or merely a variety ^>aKiuccd by 
climate and other local causes. The Indian dog ddfers also in 
the thickness of its furry coat, as well as in Its. aspect, from the 
shepherd^s dog> which is the analogous Europein race. Indeed, 
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tlif wolves and the domestic tlosjs of the fur countries arc sn like 
each other, that it is nut easy tu dislin^;uish them at a smaii dis- 
tance; the want of strength and courasc of the former beini^ the 
fHrincipal distinctian. The otfspring of the wolf an<l Indian dog 
are prolific, a fid :<i prized by the voya^rrs as beasts of ilranght, 
being much stronger than tlie ordinary dug. 

The common colour of the American wolf is gray ^/rt^ptit 
gritetttt) changing to white in the higher latitudes, during the 
winter; but black indlvuliKiK [LupuH altr,) dusky one? [Lupurt 
nvbiht.f,) and pic<! orn's {^/Atpm alivlcj) are also met with tHcn- 
sionally. A small wolt, which difl'ers somewhat in its Iubil8 
from tbe common one, frenuents the plains of the Saskatchewan 
and Missouri in great nnmbersi and has been described &a a dts- 
tinct species, under the name of the Prairie wolf (Lupua 
kUram.J 

Thb AmioiJi FoK. Vtilpet fldma. F. B. A. 1. p. 98. 

This fox diliers remarkably from its £uroi>ean repfisentative 
in its for forming a veij valuable article of trade, particularly 
the black varietji a single skin bdng worth from twenty to 
thirty guineas in some years. The "ernes'' and "silver'' foxes 
are also much prized, though they differ Iroui the common red or 
tawny variety in tlie colour more than in the tiuatity ot their fur. 
This species inhabits the wooded districts oniy, and hunts much 
on ttir borders of lakes for the mice, lemmings, and small birds, 
on which it preys. 

The KiT-rox. jMlpes cinereo-ur!sniiatus. F. B. A. 1. p. 98. 

The diminutive kit-f(>\, similar in its habits and appearance to 
the cormc of Asia, inhabits the prairie lands of tlie Saskatche- 
wan, Missouri, and Columbia. It ia the smallest of the North 
American foxes. Its fur is of little value. 

Tto ABono FoK. Vvipt$ lagopm, (Dmaibst.) F. B. A. 

1. p. 83. 

This playful and handsome aninml inhabits the barren grounds 
north of the woods, being most plentiful on the islands and 
shores of the An tic »^e!i, where it brinjjs forth its vonn'^. It 
wanders far in titc wiaier in search of food; and in |>arucuiar 
seasons travels into the wooded disfaricts. It also goes out on 
the ice to a considerable distance from the land, and, according 

WFaliriciua. shows ™i«fc cunainff and dezteritv in ^^tohiw some 
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kinds of fish. Its fiir chances from ^mj to white io the winter; 

but, though very close and long;, it is pjreatly inferior in quality 
to that of thi: I'ulprs fidvus. Manv pleasiii'j; anecdotes of this 
si in pi aannal are told bjr Captain Lj^uns and oilier Arctic 
voyat^eiSt 

Colottred individuats, named «blue'' or *«iooty^ foiea^ are 
freqnentlj seen even in the middle of winter. 

Canada Lynx. FeU* Cmuukntit* (Geoffrov.) F. A. 1. 

p. 101. 

This animal, which is clothed with a very tine thick far, in- 
habits the wooded districts, where it prejs cliiefljr on the Ameii- 
can hare. It is commonlT termed «tne cat" bj the tmdm, and 
is named Peethoo by the Crees. Temminck considers it as i^>c- 
cifically tlic snme with the Ijnz of the north of Europe* which 
he calls Fdii boreaUs. 

American Beaver. Castor Jkatncama, (F. Cutier.) F. B. 

A. I. p. 105. 

The beaver's sktn is the staple commodity of the far coun- 
tries, and forms flie standard of valQe in traffiddog with the na> 
fives. The consequence is, that no animal is more persecuted; 

and as the admirable Avork? rxprutcs betray* its alxvde, it is 
not snrprisiivi; »));!f it should be jjreatly reducetl in numbers. Its 
flesh is much |jii/-ed by tlie natives as an article of food~a 
roasted beaver being the prime dish on their feast days. As tiie 
food of the beaver consists in a great measure of the bark of 
«lr( Iduous trees, — particularly of the poplar, birch, a!)(l willow — 
It IS evident that its range must be restrained witiun the limits 
of tiie woods. It follows, however, the trees on the banks of 
the Mackenzie^ to a hi^h latitude. The beavor may be consi- 
dered as the civil en;;inecr amono; quadrupeds; and the skill 
with which it selects the proper situation for its dam, so that it 
may be luu&t eilective, with Uie least labour, fur Hooding a lai^ 
extent of pounds and keeping up a proper supply of water dur- 
ing: the winter, is very snrpnsing, especially when we conrider 
that the dam is often at a vet v considerable distance from the 
beaver-house, it also shows <;reat providence in excavatin*^ a 
number of Vaults on the margin of its pond, tliat it may have 
places of retreat in the event of its dwelling being assailed. Its 
habits, however, having been thoroughly stntlit fl by thr Tn<lian 
hunter, its skill is no match loi his perseverance: and but for 
the care taken by the Hud^oirs iiay Company- to preserve the 




Digitized by Google 



Amii]>ix. 



367 



vatmns tliatricta for four or five years in Biicccs!*ion, the animal 
would §<M>n become verj scarce. Fifty ttiuusiaiui beavei* »kiiis 
ve amraally imported into London from North America. 

TtosMmquAiB. FSbtr zibeikieu*, (Cuvbr.) F. B. A. 1. p. 1151 

The musk-rat, musquash, watsuss, or wachusk, — for it has all 
these names, — resembles the beaver in some respects, |xirticu- 
iarlj in its fur; but it has a long tail, which, in>tead of being 
depressed or spread out horizontally, ih couipresscd and taper- 
ing. The musquash is very prolific, producing three litters in a 
eeaoon, and breeding at a very early age. F^ ery swamp or pond 
with graisy borders is inhabited by it, up to the shores of the 
Arctic and notwithstanding t!»c vast ntimhors that arp an- 
nually destroyed by its numerous enemies, there is no danger of 
its being extirpated. The import of its skins into Gn-at Britain 
in one year amounts to nearly half a million, its fur is employed 
in the manufacture of hats, and thou^;h inferior in quality to the 
beaver fur, is very generally substituted for it by the hat-makera. 

American Fibjld -mouse. Mus Icrmyjms. (Rafi>xshu£.) F. B. 

A. 1. p. 142. 

Tliiii mouse, which is tho representative of the iMm ,s>j!ru/icus 
of Europe is very abundant in ti»e fur countries, where it takes 
the place of the domestic mouse, speedily establishing itself in 

every new fur post that is erected. It multiplies rapidly, as 
(Immc is no domestic rat tn keep down its numhers: thon'jh that 
otiii e is occaiiionaiiy performed by the ermine, as we liavc al- 
ready meotioQ^. 

Tub Ambricam Habb. Lqms ^merlcanuB. (Ebxlebbn.) F. 

B. A. 1. p. 217. 

This animal, which is named *'wawpoo8'* by the Tree Indians, 
and tt'^" "labljil** by the rcMtlciit traders at Ilu(U(>n's liay, is 
very pleauful throughout the woo<led ( imnlry. The liark of' the 
willow constituting its chief winter food, it resides niOBtly at that 
season on the borders of lakes and in swamps, where tKat shrub 
anti dwarf birch grow. It is particularly abundiant on tiic alluvial 
banks of thr Marken/.te up to the 68th parallel, and furnishes 
the chief wuuer support of the Hare Indians, whose country 
does not nourish many of the larger quadnipeds. It is taken 
senerally by snares set in the patlis it makes throus;h tlie snow. 
Ita habits are more like those of the rabbit than like the hare of 
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Europe, but it docs not buri*ow, though it occasioaally seeks for 
shelter in a hollow tree. Its fur, vmich is brownish abovu in 
wmuner, changes to snow-white in winter. 

* 

Thb Polar Harb. Lipua glaciaUi. (Lbacb.) F« B. A. 1. 

p. 221, 

This hare may be considered as the American representative 
of tlie Lcpm variabilis of the Alpine and northern districts of 
Europe, but it is OQ the whole a stouter animal, and cxlubits some 
pecniiar diarscteiis, which induced Dr. Leack ta 'describe it as a 
distinct speciea. It inhabits the barren giuutuls and tlie islands 
of the Arctic sea up to ttie 75th parallel. If T eds on the snuiU 
shrubs which ;n*o^^' in the higher latitudes, such as tlie arctic wil- 
low, tlie alpine arbutus, the whortleberry, and Labratlor tea 
plant It delights in stony places where it can find shelter, and 
, in winter burrows in the snow. In summer the upper fur is 
hoary, in winter it is pure white, except the tips of the ears, which 
are black. , 

Another varying hare frequents the prairies up to the 55th 
' parallel; and is said to be common in the mountainous distnct^ 
of the United States. It has been named Lqpu» Virginiama by 
Dr. Harlan. 

The Moose Dbea. Cemu olcc*. (Lnm.) F. B. A. 1. p. 232. 

tlie moose deer feeds principally upon the smaller twics of 

the willow; and is found in every part of lUe fur countries, from 
Hudson's Bay to the Pacific, nnIutc fliat slirub ^tows sufhciently 
tall. It foUows the Mackenzie river to llic shores of fJie Arctic 
seaj but it never entere the barren gmuuds. From tlie extreme 
wariness of the moose, the acuteness of its senses of hesrins and 
* smelling, and its speed of foot, the art of killing it is considered 

as the cncf-d'tcuvre of an Indian hunter, except in spring, when 
a crust has been formed on the snow, and then it may be run 
down without much skill. It is the largest of the American deer, 
and furnishes tiie best and most jui(- v meat, with the exception 
of the reindeer, tlie flesli of ^vhich, when in season, is mf)re deli- 
cate. A ruU urnwn t;it moose deer weighs 1000 or 1200 jMiunds. 
The skin, wlien drcssed, forms the best leather for mocassins. 

Tub RuNDBmu Ctrvm Utrandm^ (Lnm.) F. B. A. 1. pw 8SS. 

The rein-deeTf or caribou, as it is termed by the Canadian toj- 
iMv, is of two kinds: a larger race or variety, which exbts in 
the wooded parts of the coont^, principally on the ceiat and near 
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or upon the inouRUiiu6; aud a biuaiiur kiad whicli irequeoto Uie 
buren groiiiMis, retirinc wtthm tlie verge of the woods In the depth 
of tile winter* Inat travelling to the shores and islands of the iiuretic 
sea in the summer. ITie reindeer eata grass; but its principal 
food, tor a considiT^ble portion/ of the jear, canaiats of the vari- 
ous lichens which ;;ruw in such abundance on the berren hmds. 
The reindeer furniiiheg food and clothing to the Dog«rib and 
Copper Indl:in-'. the ( Miiprwyans, Ific Swamper ('oast Creps.and 
to the K-snuunaux; but none of the American trilx's have domes- 
ticated it like the Laplanders. Everj part of Uie animal is eaten, 
even to the oontenCo of its stomtchf and the hidf-dried tongue, 
when roasted, b perhaps the greatest delicacy that ttie fur coun* 
tries affort!. '!'h(» mr it of the reindeer, when in the best condi- 
tion, is not only superior to that of the* moose deer and bison, but, 
in my opinion, it surpassea the best mutton or Knglish-fed venison. 
When lean, however, whieh it is for a considerable part of the 
year, it is ni'itlier nutritiouM nor palatabK", the meat of a lean 
inusk-ox bein;;, alone, of inferior quality, of the ruminating 
quadrupeds of the country. The female reindeer has burns ^ 
well at the nude, thongh wtf are smaller and mnch less palniat- 
ed: dMj are also shed at a diR'erent time. The skins ot sit or 
seven yount:: mndcfT, killed in the antunm, fortn,\vho!i proywrly 
preparetl and sewed toj^ether, a robe or blanket constantly used 
oy the nortliern Indians in winter. It i^both light and warm, 
and exceedingly well adapted to the climate, aflbfwng a sufficient 
eovering Ibr a man in the coldest night* 

TuK WilPm. Cervu9 ttrongyloctrot. (Schhbbkr.) K. B. A. 

1. p. 850. 

This animal, tlie wawaskeesh ui the Greets, inl>abiti> the piain:» 
of the Saskatchewan, the nei^booring country, the banks of the 

Columbia, and New Caledonia. It is tfie American representa- 
tive of thr reel deer, and thnu^h It exceeds it consideraf)!y in 
8iz«, it vvab long considered to be die same species. There are, 
at present, some very fine wapiti in the Zoological Gardens. 
The flesh of this deer is considered as much inferior to that of 
the bison or moose deer; but its hide makes excellent dressed 
leather. There are >^rveral other species of deer, and ar> ante- 
lope, on tlie prainc landii of Uie ^Saskatchewan aud Columbia ri- 
vets; but the three that we hate specified are the only ones that 
interest the Indian tritK?$ with whom Captain Back had to do. 
The North American deer arc »tilf vct v intf)ei fVciI v known to 
naturalists, and the specific identities ot the moose deer and tiie 
elk^ and of the rciudecr of the new aud old continents, have 
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been bv no menns satisfactorily os<al)HBhed. It is probable that 
further investij^^atiou may prove tUe barren-grouna reindeer to 
be a ilbiliiict species froVn mat which inhabits the woody countrj. 

RocKT MonMTAUt Goat. Cmn JimerieaMk F. B. A* 1. 

|i.£68. ' 

This veiT interesting animal inhabits the hiriier parte of the 

mountains from Califbrnia np to the 65th paraUel. It is most 
r<Mn;nkal)le for bearing a very fine wool, well adapted for the 
mauulactui-e of shawls. The specimens that have been brought 
home have interested the wool-staplers vtrj much; but it willW 
difficult to procure a saffident qiumtily for the purposes of 
commerce; 

Rocky Mountain Shf.ep. Ovis Montaim, (Desv.) F. B.A.I. 

p. 97U 

This animal exceeds in st/e ev<»ry variety «>f the domestic 
" sheep, and equals any of them in the quality of it^ mutton. It 

is not clothed with wool, bot with a close brittle hair, like the 
reindeer. The ram bears ywj laige horns. 

MosK-Ox. OviboB fMtchatuB, (BLaofmLB.) F.R. A. I.p.2r5. 

This animal inhabits the barren lands, and the most northern 

of Parry's Islands, but retires to the verj!;e of the woods in the 
depth of winter. It feeds< like the reindeer, chielly on lichejis; 
and the meat of a well-fed cow is well tasted and juicyi but tiiat 
of a lean cow and of the hull b strongly impregiiated with a dis- 
agreeable musky flayonr, so as to be puatable only to a ^ ery Imn- 
^ 'zv\ 'ITie musk-ox does not now exist in Greenland: and 

though extinct also in Siberia, bones either of tlie American spe- 
cies, or of one very similar to it, have been found tiiere. 

Amsbican Boon. Boa Americanut, (Gmblin.) F. B.A. 1. 

p. 279. 

This animal has lately become well knoum in England under 

^ the name of bonasms; and specimens exist in the Zoological 

^ Gardens, and in several parks. Its ransie in the fur countrips if 

i^stricted between the 105th meridian and the Kocky Muuutains, 
and it d#ea not go l>eyond the 63nd parallel of latitude; but it is 
on the prairie lands only that the numberiess herds noticed by 
authors are to be seen. The pemmican, which is so nsefiil, anil 
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ill fact almost cssontial, to the travollei' tlirouj^h the fur coinitrips, 
is made principallj uf the meat uf ihe biiM)n. Tlie llenh^ parts of 
the hind oiiarters are cut into very thin slices, dried in the snn, 
tnd pounded. Two parts of the pounded meat are then mixed 
with one of melted faf, and tlien p irkefl into a baj; formed of the 
hide of the animal. Kach basr wriirhin^ DOlhs. is called a " ffru- 
reau'** bj the Canadian voja^er», and, in fact, only one ba<^ of 
pemnucan is general 1;^ ms^e from each bison cow that is kified. 
iVo pounds of this Ictnd of food is sufficient for the daily support ' 
nf a labouring man; though* when the voya2:ers first rt»nin>ence 
u|>ou it for tiie iieason, they will each connuiuo tlui e pounds or 
more. In the spring they generally boil the young shooti of the 
Hfnlabntm angtutifoUum along with it} and the Orkneymen in 
the service of the Hud^nir^; Hnv (Vjinpany, mix it with flom- or 
iMitmeal, renderini; it much more |)aiatal)le. The bt*s( pt'inniu an 
iii made o4 linelv pounded meat, inixed with marrow, and it 
liirther improved by the addition of dried berriea or currants. If 
kept from the air, it may be preserved sound for several years; 
anu from its f^reat p)rtaf)i1itv, it miijht be usod nith <>:?eat advan- 
tage in provisiuuing Uoops tlmt have to make iorceil marches. It 
may be eaten raw» or mixed with a Kttl? water, and boiled; and, 
al thoud) it b not much relished by those who taste it for the first 
time, tne voyoi;nir soon becomes reconciled to it; and, if he can 
only add to it die luxury of tea, he re(|uires nothint; else for 
bteakfiuit, and dinner, or supper; the two lani ineaU being gene- 
rally conjoined on a vayagein the fur countries. 

Ths Bald Eaolb. ApiUa Uucocephala. F. B. A. 2. p. 15. 

The bald or white-headed ea^le resides all the year in every 
part of the United States; but visits the fur countries only in the 
summer, arriving there tlie first of the migratory blrdi». The 
comparative length"* of the (juill feathers vary in dift'erenf indi- 
viduals. Mr. Audubon states, that the secontT quUl is largest: in 
a specimen obtained on Sir John Franklin's expedition, it was 
the fourth quill; and in the one now broo^t home by Mr. King, 
it is the third that has that distinction. 

PioKON Hawk. Fako coiunUjurius. F. B. A. £. p. 3^. 

In some specimens the second, in othcfrs, the third* quill ex- 

ceetls the others in Icnirfh: in Mr Kiri«::'H, these feathers are 
equal to each other; and tlie other ju nnai leri stand as to the length, 
in the fiillowiog order: 4th, 1st, 5tU inii. 
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LoHG>SAUUP Owi.^ Strix oius, F. B* A. 2. p. 72. 

The Hpecitnen, tUough m compleic pluiiKit:;^, is very small, 
m^uriii^ ouly 144 iuches from the point oi Uie heak tu tlie tip 
of the tail. Tha latter member is aa^nng as that of an evdinaij 
hidivkiiiai* whme total lenglk is 17 inched 

LmLB Ttrant Flt Catcbbe. Tyranmda futUku F. B. A. 

2. p. 144. ' 

A bird of this species, obtained eo Sir John Franklin's se^md 
expedition, at Carlton House, is figured in the Fauna Boreali- 

Anu'rirana (t. 46. f, I,)} an<I l^fr. Swninsot! \^ho had obtaineil a 
specimen also li oni Mexico, points out in that woriw its ditierences 
from' the Mit^apa qwfvta of Wilson, or M» ocadlks of Gmelin 
and Bonaparte, w hicli it very nearly resembles, the plumage of 
both being prerisri v similar. T. /!)mila has a shorter bill, and 
shorter win^^^^ than qnertila, and there is a difterence in the com- 
|)arative leni'Ui of their quill feathct*s. in tlie latter, the hnrt. quill 
IS equal to Ae fifUi, (or to the fourth, accordinr to AnddNn), 
and the second and third are longest in pmUkumt^nt is rather 
shorter than tlie ^ixth, and the fourth is visibly longer than th« 
second, thougii tlie third or longest, very little exceeds either of 
then. The specimen bnrasht home by Mr. King tUlers from tlm 
one referred to above, solefy in being about a quarter of an inch 
longer from the point of the bill to the end of the tailf bot tiK 
pniportions of the other parts are the same. « .'^ 

TttB Arctic BLvn-Btan. Sialia ordieo. F. B» A* Si p. flOO. 

t. 39. • .. 

• '^t. ' 

A sinele bird of this species was killed by Mr. Deaae atOfcat 
Bear Lake, en Sir John Franfclin^s second expedition. Since 

then, the same gentleman has sent mc four specimens from New 
Caledonia, where it is pretty common, and is known tothe natives 
by the name of "Thlee-ooday." Mr. King's specimen proves 
that it goes as far east, on the shores of Great Skve Lain, aa the 
lOdth meridian. All the individuals that I have seAi agree ex- 
actly in the colours of their plumage, as well as in other reepert^i, 
with the one figured iu the Fauna Boreali- Americana. In one 
Specimen onhr, the first qnill feather almost equals the second, 
but in none does it exceed it, as is the case with SiaMa m i mtH , 
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Tennessrk VVoRM-fiATKE. I'truufiora percgrma. F. B. A. 

2. pw 231. t. 42. r. 2. 

Mr. Audubon ■'nvs that this species is verv rnrc in the I'nited 
States; but it would appear to be more cummun in the i'ur cuuii- 
triea, havinKbaan fiMua bj Sir John FrenUia'a party, as well as 
by Captein ltock«a» mbiittiiMtttac«smthe53d p«niU«lor.lftti- 
tilde. 

Yellow -TAILED Gnat>catcher. Setophagi ruliciUeu F. B. 

A. 2. p. 223. 

This sin^larly coloured and livelj little bird is very common 
in the Brazds, and in the islands of the Caribbean Sea. It arriTe<t 
within the limits of the United States earlj in Marchi and in 
Maj reaches the Seskatchewaii, where it naj be seen iqiorling 
about among the lower branches of the large willows that grow in 
that swampj district. 

Redoish-bbown Titlake. Autnu wixuUicua, F. B. A. 2. 

p. 231. t. 44. 

Mr. Audul)on informs us, that this titlark is met with in every 
part of the United States; b<jt does not breed there. It was soen 
on 8ir John Franklin's seco|id expedition on the Saskatciicwan, 
and Mr. King obtained two qiecineiis at Fort Reliance on the 
Sd of June. It is probsUo that it breeds in the latter qnarter, or 
still farther north. 

Tree Buntling. Embetiza camdeimit, F. B. A. 2. p. 252. 

Three specimens of this buntling were obtained by Mr. King 
at Fort Reliance, which is fartlier north than it was previously 
known to range; but it most probably goes to tlie limits of" the 
wuoiiti. its winter quarters are, according to Mr. AuUubun, in 
the United States, north of the Ohiob 

Roen-mAORD GnosnnaE. Cocothratutea Ziidptidnwa F. 

B. A. 2. p. 271. 

Mr. King obtained a specimen of this charming bird on Lake 
Winipeg, and has made a note of its iridts being ted. Aodnbon 
and Whsou state diem to be hazel. 
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The Spotted Gkousk* Teiruo canadmsia* F. B. A, 2. p. 

347. t. 62. 

This bird niiige» from the noHhern dutricts of the United 
States to the extremities of the woods on the banks of t)ie Mack- 
enzie (!at 68")) and from the fiicilify with which it can be killed 
at certain seuscins wlien •^atne is scarce, it is of p^rvnt sen'icp to 
the Iiuiutu hutiLer. it iiihabiti> tliick forests, and particularly 
swampy places where the black spnice grows, aod on this acconnt 
it is called by the Canadian voyagnrs perdrix de savanne. It 
feeds upon the leaves of the spnice, by which its tlark coloured 
flesh actjuires a strong resinous taste. Franklin's grouse, which 
iidiAhits the acclivities of the Rocky Mountains, and the country 
to the westward of that ridge, ditt'ere from the spotted &;rou8e in 
the twelve upper tail coverts; being broadly tipped with white, 
' and, according to Mr, Douglas, its egg is also dinerent 

Thb Wiliaw Ghovsb. Lagoput 9aHcetL F. B. A. 8. p. 351. 

This ptarmigan ia of still more imporlanoe to the Indian popu- 
lation of the fur countries than the preceding grouse, on account 

of its vn^t muTifiprs suttirin'j; \'nr tlif '^ii jiport of nianv of the tribe* 
ftor a coni^idei af)]( part of the year, it itiijahits the barren ^rrvitiilni 
and the sununiis of the rocky hills in the woody couuUy, during 
tiie summer season, seeking shelter in the woods in winter; ana 
It is in the latter part of the year that it is roost plentifully taken. 
Ten thousand have been caugjht by nets or snares in one winter 
at a single fur post. 

i iiK Rock Ptarhioan. Lagojnts rupestri». F, B. A. 2. p. 

^t. 64. 

This species is more particularly an inhabitant of the hirren 
lands tliaii the last, never comini; into the woods excpi in the 
winter, and even then only tor a sliort way. It is very abundant 
in the districts it frequents. Another species, named by Dr. 
Leach Lii'j;op\iH nmftts, visttgy according to Captain .lames noss, 
the peninsula of Bootliia, along with this and the willow gro««»e, 
but the rock ptarmif^n is the most abundant in the islands of the 
• Arctic sea. There is a smaller ptariuigau iliau any of these, pe- 
culiar to the Rocky Mountains, whicn may be known by the 
whole of its tail feathers being white, whence it has receiTel the 
specific appellation of Lagopm leucuntt. 
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Sbaip^ailio Gbouo. Centrocerem phatimitUua, F. B. A. 2. 



This bird is abundant in the fur countries up to the GiHt pa- 



not so tender or white as that of the ruffled grouse, which is also 

plentiful VLs hi|;h as the 56th piu alkl. Other Urds of this ^nus 

inliabii tlic plains of the ColuTiihia, but those \\c have mentioned 
are tin- nlu^^t serviceable to the Indian tribesi that inhabit the dis- 
trictji tikfuugh which Captain Back passed. 

« 

Passbmosb Pioson. Cohn/iha nUgnUoHa. F. B. A. 2. p. 363. 

Thi^ pi;i;eon, which breeds Iti ulinoHt incredible numbers in 
some parts of the (Jtiited States, visits the far countries up to the 
6Snd parallel of latitude, but not in such quai titirs any where to 
the northward of I.akr Winipe^, as to roturibuf* much to the 
support of tiie natives: at the south end of tiiat lake, tor a month 
or two in summer, when the floods have overflowed tlielow lands, 
a few families of Indians subsist upon this hint It visits the 
north after the tcrnunation of the breedinaj season in the United 
States. Captain James Ross saw a sinirlc |ii;;e()n of this species 
as high as latitude 73^^ in iiathu's iiay: it Hew on boaid the 
Victory during a storm, and must have strayed from a great dis- 
tance. T\\Q wind, as we find by a reference to Sir Jolin Rosses 
namttivo, blew from the north-mMt at the befcinnin'r "f the sale, 
shifting afterwards to the eastward. As the Victory was to the 
northward of the island of Disco at the time, if the bird came in 
either of these directions, it must have taken flight from the 
northern part of (irccnland, but it is not likely to have found 
food on tliat barren coast 

The Fipino Plover, (^amdrha mMtiu* (Bonass.) 

A sppcimen of this pretty plovn- \va>i obtained bv Mr. Kuil: "(i 
Lake VVinipeg, and that piece ol wuitr is probably its not Uicra 
limit* as it was not observed on the former eipeditions. It is 
consequently a more southern bird than the Charadrius aemipal' 
maluft, which y\ds seen in abundance by Sir John Franklin's par- 
ty during the whole route, and by Captain James Uo>s in the 
peninsula of Boothia, where it passes the summer in the marshes. 
The piping plover was described at Hrst by Wilson as a variety 
of the common ringed plover, but in afterwards fi-^uring the semi- 
palmated plover under the same name, be intimated Im suspicion 
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of its being a distinct species. 8«beeq«eiit iiiiinft have paintsd 

out its peculiar characters, and the two specics,* iO|Ketlier with a 
third nameil Cliuradrius H'iUonii^ and very nearly resembliDP 
them, are well described and fij^ured in Mr. Audubon^s splendid 
work. The J>iping plover breeds as far to the southward as the 
kejs of floods, and though it exhibits every where ncsrW the 
same plumage, we shall here subjoin a description of Mr. Kinsr's 
specimen, as it is the only 000 that has been broagbt froat &• 
fur couutiies. 

Colour. — Bill, blnck towards the point, orange at its lip. Upner 
plumage, light-brownish gruv: that is, of a pale tint, intermediate be- 
tween the vellowinh-gray and light broccoli-brown or Werner. Fore- 
head, cliL'L'ktJ. throat, the whole under-plumage and sitlts of the rump, 
while^ the while being continued round the neck, so as to lorm a nar- 
row rmg behind the nape. A narrow black band extendR betwceti the 
anterior angles of the orbite, behind the white of the forehead; and there 
18 a black patcii on each shoulder, with a narrow connecting Ime cross- 
ing the bri'jiKt; but in thin specimen, the black tloes not cpokk the neck 
alwvc, as it occasionally does, on the tips of a sios^le row of feathers, 
having probablv worn ottl The quills, greater coverts, and niddie tsal 
feathers, are blackish-brown; but the middle of the shaAs and part of 
the inner webu of the former ore white^ that colour epr^ding on the 
fbarth and succeeding primaries to then* outer webs: the tip* of the 
wing covrrtu also oxhmit various degrees of white. TertiarM'K most- 
ly like the biick; but liieir tipw are darker, the extreme edge bciDjr soil- 
ed white. Outer tail feathers entirely white; the next i»air white at 
both extremities, the others showing successively less white, and the 
central ones, aa has been mentioned, entirely brown. 

Form — Outer web of the feet notched, aiid including only the fir?! 
joint of tlio outer toe; and merely two thirds of the correspondioff pha- 
lanx of the mkidle toe. loner web searoetyperoepcible. 

Inch. Ud. Inch. lio. 

Length from tip of bill ^ ^ • 

to end of tail } ' 

Length of tail • 2 3 
— iblded wing - 4 8| 
tarsus - 0 ID* 



Length of middle toe and | ^ ^ 

Length of bill above -06 
bill to rectos - 0 7i 



TjiE Mallard, ^nas boschaa. (Aucr.) F. B. A. 2. p. 44£. 

This duck is stited by Mr. Audubon to be rare on the Atlan- 
tic coast of the United States, but to be more numerous in the 
interior, and to breed as far south as Keutucky and Indiana. It 
is very generally dilihsed through the fiir countries up to the 
northern extremity of the woods, and is the weightiest and best 
duck that resorts (hither. Of the true ducks (Uic Jinatinif of 
Swaioson), the shoveller passes through the fur-countries in about 
equal numbers with the mallard, but breeds farther north, oo the 
barren grounds. The gad wall and widseon breed in all parts of 
the woody country, bat in smaller nuniDers than the preceding 
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uaes«; while tite gtcen-wingcd teal, on the other hand, h much 
more numerous, and breeds on the banks of every river and lake, 
both in the woody and barren distncts. The btue-wing;ed teal ia 
also numerous, but w an not noticed by us beyond the Atlialiascow 
coMntr\ ; and the summer iluck is ran- on the Saskatchewan, and 
doeo not travel farther north. These ducks arrive irom tlie souUi 
at soon as the aaow melts, but before the Ice of the nnall lakes is 
broken up. The fuHguUnm, or sea ducks, are akii very nume- 
rous in (he fur countries, either nn Ihr ir T)assap;e larthiT north, or 
as halting to breed tlune. The eider and king ducks are plenti- 
ful on the coast and i£>iand» of the Arctic sea; and aii»o on the 
coast of Hudson's Bay to the north of Chnrchhill; but are never 
seen in the fresh waters of the interior* In thdr mirations, it 
would appear that they keep near the open sea, passing al()n<>: the 
eastern coast of I^abnulor. The American scoter (oidtmia 
Americana) is alsu au iniubitaiit uf the sea coast uuly, breeding 
near Churcnhill. The surf and yelvet docks travel through the 
interior to the arctic coasts and islands, where they breed: they 
arc very numerous, but not much valued as articles of food, ex- 
cept when better pruvihions are scarce. The noisy long-tiiled 
duck assembles io still larger flocks than these, and breeds in tlie 
same places. It is this bird which the Canadian voyagers cele- 
brate m their sonp, under the name of " caccawee. " The canvass- 
back duck, the pochard, the scaup duck, and the ring-necked duck , 
breed every where to the northward of the 50th parallel of lati- 
tude up to the eitremiiy 6f the continenti but do not appear 
often on the sea coast. They associate much with the anatin.t , 
seeking their food in the same lakes and jM>n(!s, hut taking it 
more generally from the bottom in decyn r ])laces, and conse- 
quently diving more. Tlie Rocky Mouuuui garrot, the golden 
iTfe, and the spirit duck, are still better divers than the preced- 
ing, and the two last are very numerous. Their flesh is tough. 
Tlie hnrlrrjuin duck is rare, and the very curious ruddy duck, 
liiough plentiful on the plains of the Saskatchewan, does not »ro 
much farther northwards. This bird has a tail very siuiilar iu 
structure to that of a cormorantt which it carries erect in swim- 
ming, so that at a little distance the body seems to have a heatl 
stuck, up at each end. The ruddy duck is f^i\n\ to arrive in the 
fur countries always in the nigiit time, and tu bo rarely seen on 
the wing: indeed, its short pinions do not appear to be well 
adapted for sustuned flight. 

The mergansers are not rare in the nortliern parts of Ameri» a; 
but thev are of comparaiively little importance, in an ecooomi 
cal iioint of view, 
4B 
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Tkvmrtbk SwiN. Cygim$ tntttxMUwt^ F. B. A. £. 464. 

This swan, the first of the water-fowl that reyisits the fnr 
countries id ti)e spring, is hailed witfi delight hj the Indians as 

the harbinger of plenty, for the "^eese and ducks shortly follow, 
and abundance reigns in the encampments of the natives for a few 
weeks. The trumpeter swan, even on its first arnvai, is gene- 
rally seen in pairs, seldom In flocks* and it frequents eddies onder 
water-falls, and other pieces of open water, until the general 
breaking: up of the ice on the rivers and lakes. It is difficult nf 
approach, and is most frequently killed at a Ions; ?hnt by n sini^le 
ball. The down of the swau i>eing of couMderabie vaiue, the 
bird is tkinned by the hunter* bat the carcass even after vnder- 
going that operation is Tery good to eat, being nearly eqoal to 
that »'f a in)ose. The breeain^ places of the tnim|M;ter s\^'an are 
beyond the 60th parallel, but it is not i»o nortliera a bird as the 
following species. 

Bswick's Swam. Cffgnm BewidtU. F. B. A. £. p. 46S. 

Ttiis is a smaller bird than the trumpeter, and is common to 
Europe and America. It is plentiful on the coast <^ Hodson^s 
Bay, an<l breeds on the peninsulas of Melville and Bot^hia, and 
in the islands of the Arctic Sea. It arrives among the latest of the 
water-fowl in the fur countries in ^prins;, nnd stays Ion's in the 
autumn. The last swans of the season passed over Fort Frank- 
lin, lat. 64i° N., on Hie 5th of Octoiber. 

CaNana Goon. JSmer dmodmtU, F. B. A. 8. p. 468. 

The Canada eoose, named outarde" by the early FreniA 
travellers in the rar countries, and also by the Canadian foyageiirs 

of the present day, breeds sparingly in the interior of tiie United 
States as low as the Ohio, and in the =tatr of Maine near the 
Atlantic coiust. It winters, Mr. Audubon i< lis us, in vast flocks 
in the savannas of Florida and the Arkansas, and commences its 
northward migration from the middle and western diatriela wifll 
the first melting of the snows, that is, between the flOth of March 
and the end of April. Mnjor T.on'j; iTirf>nn8 us that the i^enf 
migration of geese commences at Enj^meer Cantonment on the 
Missouri (lat. 411'') on the S^d of February, and terminates in 
the latter end of March. The Canada goose breeda in creiy 
part of the fur countries, but has not been seen on the ^ores wT 
the Arctic Sea. It arrives in flocks w hen the snow melt?», and 
soon atterwards spreads over the country in pairs. The follow- 
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ing tible of the ordiiiirj dates of its arrival at particular places 
eives a correct idea ni the comoieiiceiiieat of qningin the dif<- 
rerent parallels. 

Penetanfuiohene, Lake Huron, Lat. 44|*>N. March 24. April 2- 
CumberfaiMl Houte, Saakac - ~> 54'' N. April 8. to 12. 
Fort Cbipew^an - - — 58*«N. 20. — 26. 

— Resolution, Slave Lake - — 61i**N. May 1. — 6. 

— B:i!f.Tiinsf - - — Wi^'N. — 12. — 20. 
~ Fraukliu. Ureal licar Lake — 64i^N. — 7. — 20. 



In the month of July the old birds moult, and may be Been in 
every river, followed by thoir vonn-j; htoorl, not fully feathered 
and incapable of flying. When pursued tiiey dive repeatedly, 
but are soon fatigued, and then diuy make fur the shore; though, 
nnless they can reach a swamp where they can hide themselves 
among the long grass, they fall an easy prey to the hunter, who 
knocks ihnn on the head with a stick. A canoe is !«cM>n loafl^^il 
at tiwK ajxn t; &nd 1 have, on several occasions, procured a 8Up|)et 
finr a large party in a few minutes. As soon as the ground begins 
to haiden with the autumnal frosts, and one or two falls of snow 
have taken place, the Cana<la gt>09e again assembles in lar^e 
flocks, and wings its way to the soathw:inl. In their fli::hfs the 
geese generally take advantage of a iavourable gale; and w iiea 
lieir cry is heard in the nig^t high in the atr» as they hasten be> 
fore the wind to warmer latitndes, cold weather is sare to follow. 
There arc certain spots or passes which the goose always visit in 
♦heir migrations; but they do ijof tv. (jnent tlie sanie places in 
etjual numbers in tiie spring and lall. in the former season they 
auifce considefllUe halts intakes of the interior, which they pass 
over on their retain, showing a preference in the autumn to the 
Bwampv shores of Hudson's Bay, where they linger after the in- 
land waters are covered with ice. 

The first appearance of tiie Canada &o&e in the spring at a 
fir poet infbses life into the whole establishment Every gun is 
put in order; and as soon as the wedge -formed flock is seen from 
afar, man, woman, rind child rush out, '^hnuting "wook, wook. 
wook,'' at the pitch ot their voices. The sdl v birds respond U> the 
call; and, wheeling roand the place, generally loose one or two 
of their number. More are culled from each flock by the skilful 
Indian hunter, Mho, concealed from their view amonji the long 
grass or thick brushwood, is able to call the geese to him from a 
ereat distance. The first birds he procures are set up on the 
beach as stales to entice others to aligiit; and the ordinary tnte of 
his sncccss may be judged by the price which a gooM bearsj 
namely, a single chat^;e of amnmnition, the chance of killing two 
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or more at a shot more than compensating for the ftiluret. He 

geese fI v lii^h over tlie laml, but des( eml wlieii tlu-y approach the 
water, and cross the larger lakes moslly at particular places. It 
is singular to see how flock alter Hock passes between the same 
blanolit or through the same gap in ib» woods, each following as 
nearly aa poasible the track of its predecessor. At tome of the 
posts ^reat quantities of geese arc salted for winter ii<;e: hut tfiis 
method of preserving them is a very bad CHie> a sailed goose be* 
ing botli ilvy and tough. 

Lavohimo Ooooa. JSmer albifrostu F. B. A. S. p. 466. 

This is a smaller goose than tl)e preceding; and, in the com- 
uarative length of it, and form of its bill, it more nearly resem- 
bles our domestic gooae, or its wild original. The laughing goose 
travels in great flocks through the fur countries, eight or ten days 
later than the first appearance (»r the Canada is;oose, and breeds 
on the coasts and islands of the Arctic Sea, north uf the 67di 
parallel of latitude. Its call is much like the prolonged laugh of 
a man. Captain James Iloss did not see this goose on the penin- 
sula of Boothia, ami it does not appear to fx* common on the 
coast of Hudson's Itay. The autumn uiiirranoii <?n«fhwards of 
the same goose commences early in Septeinbcrj and tlte return 
of this binfat that season to the nir districts is often the first in- 
dication €i winter having begun within the arctic circle. It pass- 
es on towanls the Unitetl States, in advance of the Canada goose; 
ami Mr. Audubon says tliat it arrives before tlie latter in Ken- 
tucky, where many of the species winter^ but man^' also, he is 
convinced, so entirely to the soathward of the United Slalen' 
boundary. The same gentleman informs vs that this species 
leaver its winter quarters o tnrtni^lit sooner than the Canada 

S«sc, which is different from the order of its appearance on the 
uks of the Saskatchewan. The Hesh of the laughing goost is 
superior to that of ^e Canada goose* 

Snow Gooss. ^mer ktfptrboreua, P. B. A. £. p. 467. 

This beautiful goose has exactly the gait and fonn of the pre- 
ceding; and is very little larger, when full grown. Tlie two 
species, according to Audubon, quit their winter <iuartcrs. in 
tlie United States, at the isume time; but the snow goose generally 
makes its first appearance in the fiir countries a few days later 
than the laughing goose, though the main flocks of both pass at 
the same time. The snow 2:oose brrcd^ in vast numbers on the 
borders of the small lakes near tlie cua^^ts of the Arctic Sea, ou 
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(!>»• islands of (he snmr, nnd uUn on ^fclvillr Pt^niTisula. In ito 
journej nortiiwarils, it rfachrs tlir 54Ui parallel on tin' of 
April; the 57 tU, on the '2Jth of the same munth; the 64th patalicl, 
OD the SOtfi of Mttji and ite breedini; Htations, in tlie G9th, by the 
beginning of June, when the snow is onlj melted frani flome ele- 
vated sjMits. Tlio snow ifoosc wlien fat is a very excellent bird, 
vieiug with Uie laughing goose in its qualities as an article of diet. 

HoTCBimi' Gooei* JSnter Butehhmi. F. B. A. S. p. 47a 

This bird, in the coloars of its plumage, strongly resembles the 
Canadt goose, and it often conalaered as merely a small ▼ariety 

of that species. In its form,, however, it is more like the bania> 
c\o nr hit Tit, \\ ]ih uhicli it wil! he n^ idently associated in an or- 
niihulu;;it ill system. Mr. Audubon, who lias j^ven the only 
Aj^ure liiat lias been published of this species, thinks that it is 
known in tiie state offllune vnder the name of winter or flight 
^oose. It migrates along the coast of Hudson^s Bay, and breeds 
in the peninsulas of Melville and Boothia. It Inv-^ three or four 
eggs of a pure white colour; and Captain Jaines lioss informs us 
that its flesh has a most exquisite flsFoor. It amved at Boothia 
aboat the middle of June, 

BasNT Gooss. ^nser btmida, F. B. A. & p. 469. 

This neat small goose is very numerous on the coast of Hud- 
son's Bay, in its passage to and from the north. Ctiptain James 
Ross stales Uiat it did not remaiii.near Felix Harbour (Boothia) 
to breed, hot went still farther northi and that it is found during 
the summer months in the highest northam latitudes that have 
been visited . It was found breeding on Fury's Islands* in lati- 
tudes 74 W5°. 

FISH. 

Everv part of the fur ccuintries, with the exception of the prai- 
rie lands of lied Ktvcrf the Saskatchewan, and the Columbia, is 
intersected in all directions^ hy lakes, more or less extensive, and 
thdr connecting streams, ancl all of them abound in Ash. In 
those districts in pnrtirnlnr where the primitive strata prevail, 
the rivers are mcrclv chains of many -ai med lakes, coinmuntcat- 
ing with each other by means of narrow rapid. s or cascades. As 
it IS in these parts of the country, at least as far north as the 
woods extrnd. where the furs are chiefly obtained, most of the 
forts or trading posts arc established within their limits; but if it 
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were not for the abundance of flah, it would be verj difficalt to 
obtain due supplies of provision, since the larger quudrii])eds are 
not so plentiful in the woods as to furnish a certaiD subsistence 
to a numerous party l«>r the whole vear. Meat p«»st8, as thev are 
termed, can be t'oruied ouljr in the praincs, where the bison and 
deer abound, or at certain loealitiea near the northern range of 
tiie woods, where the reindeer pase in lacge herds in spring and 
autumn. In some qunrters, a« we have mentione?!, briro quan- 
tities of geese can be prucured for a short time, anti in otiiers vast 
numbers of |ri'ouse can be procured; but, in general, no pjst can 
be considered as safe for a winter residence unless ihtsre be a good 
fishing station in its vicinity. 

Aniple details of the various methods of fisliin^ in use in the 
fur countries have been ^ven bjr Hearne and succeeding travel- 
lers; and also in the third volume of the Fauna Borealis- Ameri- 
cana^so that we need not enlarge on that subject, but merdj 
mention that at all fishinii; places, the principal supply for winter 
use is obtained in the autumn, immediately before or soon af>er 
the lakes freeze over. As the fish are taken from the net a rod 
is passed through their gills, and they are sosnended to loltj 
stages, where they are out of the reach of dogs and beasts of prey. 
Tfiosc thnt are hnn«j;up before 1hi> ftD^t has set permanently in 
ar([uite ;i initi id tuiut, but are tliiui^Hii lo be rather improved in 
quaiit;^; ine others are preserved sound by the frost all dve 
winter* 

Thb Attibawheo. Corc^fomis albus. F. B. A. S. p. 195. t. 89* 
LSL A. &. B.| and t 94. a. b. c. 

This celebrated fish is found in every inece of fresh water be- 
tween liake Erie and the yVrctic Sea; an(i it maybe sai«l that it h 
' by means of the abundant supply of food that its fisheries yield, 
that the fur trade has been carried on. The attihawmeg, or 

C* ton Mmk of the voyageurs, grows to the mateat nze in the 
^erand deeper lakes, attainin;; lolbs. weim and upwards in 
Huron, Superior, or Great Bear Lakes; Imt those ^nerally taken 
throughout the fur countries average about three or four pounds. 
When in season, it m a rich, agreei^le, and very wholesome fish, 
tint never palls the appetites md even' when lean is preferable, for 
adaily article of diet, to any other fish of the country. Thou<:h c»f 
the salmoii fnmily, the European fi«^h that resembles it most, \v!ien 
cooked, is, jMirhaps, a fat Loch Fyue herring, fresh from the 
water. The most usual method of cooking it in the fur countries 
b by boiling, so as to form an eicellent white soup; bat it is ex- 
tremely good when fried, and especially if fried in batter. 
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The other Hshthat are cauglit in the several tlidtricta of the fur 
countries, in sufficient iiiimbers to be of importance in tn eco- 
nomical point of ▼iew, are, trout^ nf \ uious kinds, of which the 
principal is Sulmo nnmnyntHh; pike [E-^i .j- furius); several mck- 
in^!: rarp [Cataslomi); ami the methv {lAiln mucuhsa). All the 
truutsarc excellent, particularly the lar^ one we have just named. 
Ther answer, however, better as occanonal artidei of diet than 
for daily use; and it it only in some months of the year, and par- 
ticularly oi\ Ihe approach of **prmg, that they are cau^rht plrnti- 
fully. The pike is of more importance to the inhabitants ot the 
fur countries, from the readiness with which it takes a bait at all 
seasons of the year, than from its excellence as an article of diet* 
for, in that respect it is inferior to all the trout tribe. It is re- 
markah!*" that th«^ piki' iloes not exist in the waters to the west- 
ward ot the iiocky Mountains, though the species which is tuund 
in the country to the eastward of th$t ridge it the lane that in* 
habiu the rivers and taicea of Bnnpe, North Asia, and even flie 
Caspian Sea. 

'1 he sucking carp are not prized for food; but they arc very 
numerous, attU are well adapte<l for making fish soup. We have 
selected three different species for representation, partly became 
they have never been fii^tirod before, and partly because the spe- 
cies being numerous rth! ilifticult to distinguish by mere descrip- 
tion, the figures cannot tail to be useful to naturaJisti* 

The methy (Zofa maadowa) thoo^ not lo nnmeroos as the 
eoregonit trouts, or sucking carps, is yet nniversally diffused 
through the fur countries; but its fl*'sh is so disagreeahlo that it 
is never eaten except in times of scarcity. Its roe, however, 
whicit is composed of venr small ova, makes very ^ood bread 
when beaten up with a little floor; and even when cooked alone« 
it makes cakes that are very palatable as tea bitad, though rather 
difficult of digestion. 

There are other fi^ii not so generally distributed, but which 
ate of importance in particular districts. Thns, the fiaheiy a^ 
Cumberiand Hoose, on the Saskatchewan, yields. In addition to 
those we liave mentioned, tlie American sandre [Lucioperca 
Jimericanup ni&i\ieme<z {J*i)jul(>(hrs bormlis); the tuliilx'e, a 
species of coregonua; the iiaccaysh {Jliotlen ckrynopu^, ¥. B. A. 
p. 232. 311. pi. 94. f. 3. A. B. C); and the sturgeon {AcipeMtr 
rupertianu.s). 

None of tj»e fish nam»Ml in the last paragraph go so far north 
Great ^lave Lake; but we find there the Salmo AJackmzUf which 
ascends from the Arctic Sea, and does not exist in the more sooth- 
em waters. This fish has the same stnictnre of the jaws with 
the tnmtsj but it diflers from all the tnbgenera established bj 
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Cuyier io the liegne Jlmmal, in havins the teeth disposed iu. 
vdvet'Ulie btnks, which we nanvg^ the tifis of the jawi, wmi 

broader on the vomer and palate hMies. From the crowded mi- 
nute teeth, the name of Stknodj's may be ^ven to the subgenus, 
ot wiiich the inconim or "SaJ/no Mackenzii i» the only ascertained 
species. Backus grayling {ThyifuUm sipiifer), and the rpuod- 
fish {Coregonus qumrilcUertdis)^ abound m fiie clear rivers njadl 
fall intn the north anti cast side of Slave Lake, and in the waters 
in higher latitudes. They exist, but not numerously, in Great 
Bear Lake also; but the most abundant fit»h in tliat vaj^t piece of 
water is the Beer L^ke hertin^-talmoii {Morregonm .fcwlftn ^) 
The inconnii does not ascend Bear Lake Hirer* gifug/jflift^^fM. 
ferenro to muddj streams. 

Sahnon of various species spawn \\\ ilit- rivers tlial lall into the 
Arctic 8ea, and were taken in ^reat quaiititieti by Sir John Ross 
in the Gulf of Boothia. It is therefore probeUe thai aooM tnftv. 
fhn Thlrir f ri rhnh^ thnwjili nn nprrimrnn iftrrrri ffrimgjhf hirtiiii 
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No. ii. 

List of Plants collected by Mr. Richard King, during the rro- 
gn99 €f tha ExptdUiotu Named by W. i. Hoooe, LL. D.» 
F. R. S,, &C. &c., Pfofmor if Bokmsf, Qbugow, 



Anemone patens 

nemerosa (tmusuaUy 

hairy) 
muUifida (Poiret) 
Pennsylvania ( I^) 
llepatica triloba i ^Hook) 
RanuncalaB ■quAtilu 

cymbalaik • 
aflinis 

Fennsjivanicus 
anricomui - 

sce!eratuB 
C'ahha jKilustris 
Aquilegia CauaUenftis 

^ hjrbrida (Hook) 
ActacA rubra. - 

PapaveracejE. 
Papaver medicanle 

FrMAKIACK.i:. 

Corjdaiis aurea 
glauca 

Crucivbrje* 
Cardamine hinnita 

Nasturtium paluatre 
Arabia petraM 
Turritis stricta 
Draba Isevipea 

hirta - 
Su jnibriiini sopliioidct - 

49 



Fort Reliance. 
Lake of the WiNida. 



iTir|M'2;. 



Dittu» and Slave Lake. 
River Winipeg. 
Saskatchewan Biver. 
Uke Wmipcg. 

Slave Lake. 
Athabaiicow. 

TbIew-ee*choh and Athabaa- 

cow. • 
R^iiii v Lake. Slave liake. 
Lrikc"^ Winipeg. 
Ditto. 

Slave Lake^ 
Lake Winipeg. 



,Thlew-ce-choh. 



River Winipeg* 
Ditto. 



River WMnipeg;, and Camber* 

land Houi^ 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

River Winipeg. 
Thiew-ee-choli. 
Lake Winipeg. 
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Entrema Edwardsii 

VlOLAREiE. 

Viola blanda 

piihescens 

Cuuailensis - - 
Mnhlenbeigiaiia 

DaOSERACEiE. 

Parnasftia palastris 

POLYG&LE^. 

Pol jg^A Seneka • 

Carvophylle^. 
SHeoe acanlb 
Ljchus apetala 

Spergula n«Mlo*i?i 

Labraca uligiiiosa 

SteUaria borealis (Btgelow) 

etricta (MUeh,) 

Areuaiia Ia(*'Mfl(ir;i • 
pepluides 

Cenitiain ▼ucomm 
alpimaiii 
anrenfle - 

GeRANAIACEjB. 

' Genniam Ctroltiiiaiiam - 

Leguminc^.*:. 
Phaca adtragaliiia - 
Oxytropia uralensis ^ 
Astragalus hTpo^ottii • 

Vicia Amcnrann 
Lathyrus ocliruieuars 

RotaeBJt. 
Drjas integrifolia - 
Sievcrsia triflora 
Fragana Virginiana 
PotentiHa arguta 

anHcrtna 

hirsiita - 



Thlew-ec-choh. 



Fort "William. 
I)<)<; Hivor. 

Ditto. River W'iuipeg. 



Baskatcbewan to Slave Lake. 
River Winipcg. 

Thl€w-ee-choh. 

Gulf of Bootiua. 
Saskatchewan. 
MissinipiM RiTer. 

River Winipce. 
Thlew-ec-cnofi. 
Lake Superior. 
Gulf of Bootiiia. 
River Winipeg. 
Thlew-ce-cnon. 
River Winipeg. 

SatkAtchewan. 



Thlew-cc-cholu Jslavc Lake. 
Ditto. 

River Winipeg. 

Lake Winipe<:- SaskalchcwiB. 

Ditto. Slave Lake. 



TTilew-ee-choh. 
Slave River. 
Ditto. 

SaskatchewiiL River. 
Slave River. 
Saakfttchcwan River. 
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PotentiiU Vahliana 

nivea 

Iridentata 
Amelaachier flangnmea • 

E^ubium an^stifoUum - 
latifeltttai 
offi^uiifoUaii • 

alpmum? near 
the preceding 
Ct^uuthera bienaiii? 

Henchcra Richardsonii 
SaxiCnga opposiUfolia • 
cemua 
nivalis 
Virginleoaia 
▼ernalis - 
hirculus • 
tricuspidata 



Thlew-e«-choh RiTer. 
Ditto. 

Mittiiiippi River. 
Slave lUver. 



JSaskatchewan RiTer. 
Thlew-ee-choh 
Saskatchewan. 



York. Factory. 
Athal>as€OW. 



Saskatchewan. 
Gulf of Boothia. 
Thlew-ee-cHoh. * 

Ditto. 

Rrver Winipeg. 
Ditto. 

i hlew-ee-choh« 

Slave and Winipeg Lakea. 
Thlew-ee-choh. 



UmBFT.LTFKRjE. 

Zizia cuidata. 
Fanax quiiqaefolii 
Conmt eanaimtU 



Sambucus rac^inosa 
yibnnuini acerifoUain 
Lonicera parviflora 

cilinfa 
ca.Tulea 
Linnea horealis 

Galium borcale . - 
Clajrtoni - 



Lake \\ iuipeg. 

Saakatchewaa. 



and Stave Lakes. 



Lake Winipeg. 

Slave Rivwy and Athahaacmr. 

Lake Winipes. 
Fort William; 
Ditto. 

Missinippi River. 



8a<%katche\vtin and Bfis8iaip|ii. 
Saskatchewan. 
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CoMPtWITJE. 

' IrfsoDtodon palttstre 
jffidens cernua 

Achillea millefolium 
Pyrethrum inodorum g 
Artemisia frigida 
bieDnis 
borealis • 

Arnica montana 
Senteio anrens 



(i congesta 
Erigenu pulchellus - 
purpureas - 
Salidago virga aurea 
Aster paniculatusr - 
Antennaria planUginea • 



CiVPAjniLao] 
Campuitthi UnifoliA 

Ledum palustre 

Arimtai alpina 
uva ursi 

Andromeda tetra^ona 
polifolia 
calrcnlati - 

Rhododenditm Li^ipoiiicnai 

Azalea procmnbent 

Yaccinile. 
Vaccininm i^eimsylvaiiiciim 

uliginosum 
vitis ida'a 
GuaiUieriu prucumbens • 

PYROI.ACEiB, 



la. 



Chimapliili 
Pjrola rotuodiiolia 



Tblew-ee-choh. 

Saakatcbewan. 
Ditto, and Missillippi. 
Gulf of Boothia. 
Athabascow. 

Ditto. 

Thlew^e-choh, and 0«lf «f 

Boofhia. 
Thlcw^-ee*choh. 
S«Bfaitch«wto. AtiiabiMow. 

Mlssinippi. 
Gulf of Boothia. 
Lake Wiiiipe|i. 
Saskatchewan. * 
Ditto. 

York Factory. 

Fort William. Slave l4ikc 



SasfcAtchewBiu 



var. > 

i 



Thlew-ee-choh. 
Ditto. 

Lake Winipcg. 
TMew-4'p-rr\oh. 
Juike \\ inipeg. 
Lake Superior. 
Tblew-ee-choli. 
Ditto. 



River Wintpcf . 
Thlew-M-CAoh. 
Saskatchewan. 
Lake Superior. 



Athaba&cnw. 

Saskatchewan. 

Thlew-ee^choh. 



GeXTIANFjK. 

Gentiana amarelU 



York Factorjr. 
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Apoc^num anU rus^uritoUum 

.BoRAGOrCJB. 

Batchia cancscens 
Collonica linearis 
lithosperouiu pauiculatum 

HvDROPHYLLBiB. 

Entoca FimnkUaie 

ScROPUTLARINEiG. 

Pedicularis hirante 

Veronica perepjrina 
CoUinsia paniliora 

RHixrAjrrBACsjt. 
Eaphnsia officinalis 

Melampyrum linearis 
CaateLleja septeutrionalia 

Primulacej:. 
Menjanthes trifbUlta 
Primula puj^llla 
Tricntalis Amcnc&na 
Ljsimachia thjmiflora 

PLrMRAGTVE^. 

Statice Arrneha 



POLTOONEJE. 

Polygonum avictilaro 
hjfdropiper 
var. cgtantdol 
persicaria 

Osyria rauformu 

. Cbenopooe^. 
Blitum Capitatiiiii 

Chenopodium glanrum 
album 

Atriplex littonlis • 
Lopluuitliiu aniattnm 



Saskatchewan. 

Lake AVini|>cg. 
Saskatchewan. 
Lake Winip^. 

Saskatchewan. 



Thlew-ee-cboh. 

Saskatchewan. 
Lake Winipeg. 



Saskatdiewan. 

Diftf). 

>V loipeg and Slave Lakes. 



Lake Winipeg. 
Lake Superior. 
Saskatchewan. 
Ditto. 



Thlew-ce choh, and Gulf of 
Boothia. 



Athrihascow. 
iSaskatcliewan. . 
Ditto. 

AthabasG«vir. 
Tkleir-M-choh. 



Lake Winipeg, and Atkabaa* 
cow. 

Athabascow. 
Saskatchewan. 
Athabascow. 
Saskatchewan. 
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Stachys palustris - 
Uncocephalum pmiflornm 

Comaodra umbelUta 

Empetrk*:. 
EmpeU um uigrum 

Kmauemm, 
IMapeoaia Lapponica 

AUKNTACEJE. 

Salix arctica 

cord i folia? 
reticulata 

herbacaa • • 
Bctola elandiAoia - 

Alnus glutinosa 
Populus trepida 

UaTICKiE. 

Urtica mcilis 

CONIFSajE. 

Jtmipenia prottnte 

Irideje. 
Sitjiincbiuiii ancepa 

OacHlOBJB. 

Habenaria rotundifolia • 
bracteata 

Ncottia cerniia 

Ci 



^jpripedium oarfiflfl 
i^aljpto bonalis 



MSLANTHACEA. 

Tofieldia palastris 



Alliam 



AsPHODBULBi 



Saskatchewan. 
Lake Wimpeg. 

Saakitclwwaii. 

Thlew-ee-choh. 
Thlew-ee-chob. 



Thlew-ee-choh. GMf af 

thia. 
Thlew-ee-choh. 
Gulf of Boothia. 
Thlew-6e-choli* 
Ditto. 

Saakatchttwan. 

Ditto. 



Ldtt Winipeg. 
Lake VVimpeg. 



Saskatchewan. 
Lake Winipeg. 
Athabascow. 
Lake Winipeg. 
Fort WUlian. 



. Lake \\ inipeg. 
Satkatchewm. 
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Smilaceje. 
Smilaffina steUata - 
Cinadeaiis 

LiLUCBJB. 

LQtnm iildladelpUaini • 
Eiythroiiuim laoceolatam 

AlopecmniB amtnlaAns 

CYPSRACEiE. 

Carex . f • • < 



FlUCES. 

Nephrodium fragrans 
Equisetum sjlvaticum 
Marchantia poljmorpha 
Hydriom uriMalpam 



Lake Wunpeg* 
Ditto.. 



Siikatchewan. Portage la 

Loche. 
Lake Soperior. 

SaafcatcbewaD* 



Lake Winipe^. 
ISa:ikatcliCwaii. 



Lake Superior. 
York Factory. 
York Factory. 
Lake Superior. 
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No. 111. 



ARTICULATA. 



Catalogue of Srachnida and Insects, mfhrted by Mr. King, Sur- 

feon and Naturalist to the ExindUwiu Bj J. G. Cuiloren, 
JLSS« London and Edinburgh. F.IaS. &c 

a 

The climate and the peculiar circnmatances of the expedition 
neceaaarilj limit the insects collected during Captain Back's 

journej, to a very small number. The mo?t abundant belonj^ to I>a- 
trelllo's third Order of tiie class Paraejta ( Vxopt t ra, Lench). 
many of the individuals of which, being the compaaiuns and coni^e- 
quence of poverty and filtfi, are r^;arded in general rather as objeets 
of cUsffust than of attraction. From this cause, and perhaps, too, 
from meir minuteness, these insects have hithnrto excited less at- 
tention aiuonirst naturalists than their sin«ijular, and I may say 
beautiful, lormb and structure desers e; although lledi, so Ions ago 
as 1688, wrote on the subject, ami published no less thanfortj 
figures, such as they are, (including five Acari,) of Pediculi and 
Pulices, infesting mammalia and birds.* Since his time, thejr 
have been more or less obsened by LiuusBus, Geoffroy, Degeer, 
8copoli, Schraiike, Latreilie, and others, and more especiallv bj 
Jjeach and Nitzsclii to the last of whom we are chieity indwted 
for a general and pretty complete systematic arrangement of 
these tiny creature? :t but it is to be regretted that, with respect 
to species, he has merely given a list of names, and most fre- 
quently even without reference to any descripdon or ^iireef 
any other author. The posthumous work of Lyonet, poStished 
bv De Ifanii / contains descriptions, acrompaniea by pretty good, 
uncoloured figures of a few of these parasites; and Fanzer§ lias 

E*ven some tolerable coloured ones uf some others; but these coU 
ctively amount to a very small proportion of the eiisting spe* 

* Esperienze iutonio alia Gcnerazione ih j^l' InseUi. 

fDie Familien und Outton^en der Thii:rinsekten:--*Maeasin der 
Entomolo<;ic (vun Gcrmar unuZinrken). vol. iii. p. 261. 

X Rechcrchus 8ur I'Anatomie, el let> Metamorphoses de dilicrcutcs 
Esp&ccK il'In.<(!( tes. Paris. 1832. 

§ DeutfichiaDdfi losekten. 
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cies; and, as to the fibres to be fotuid in the works of the older 
autliors, they are in general almost useless. Very lately a valu- 
able paper on three species of Philopteri, found on the alliritross 
(IHomeilea exuJam,hinn,),hsiS been published by M. Lcuit i)a- , 
four, in the Annales de la Societe Entomolo^que de France.* 

In the other Orders, the CAtalosue of arctic Insci i^, coHected 
in the late expedltMHi. is vorv small, containing, of pi rli ct iii>c( ts, 
onlv one species ri»p<'c tivdy of the Coleopterou>, Ortlmplerous, 
and Hymcnopterous Orders J together with one larva of i^ome indi- 
▼idaal belonging to the Coleoptera: to tfaeae are to be added five 
specie* of the Ciaas Arachnidu. and one Intei-titial Worm. But, 
if Him present contribution to ihis branch nf natu :il hi>tory be 
inconsiderable, we umst remember under vvlial ci re uni stances it 
was formed; and that it is not the extent of the gift, but the 
liberal spirit of the giver, that deserves our gratitnde} the widow's 
mite was pronoonced to be more than ali tM rest 



Class ARACHNIDA. 

06#. The spiders were exauimed immediately after they had 
been removed from the spirit in which they were preserved. 

1. Dtsobra ercthryna? fFtUek, 

Hahn, AradmidfU, vol. i. p. 7. pi. 1. f. 3. 

The characters of this spider so nearly agree with liahn's tigure 
and description of />. erelhryna, that 1 have little hesitation in 
referring it to that species, notwithstanding the great dbtance, in 
point of locality, between the two individuals. Hahn*s spider is 
found in Spain, France, and Germany. 

2. Theridiox Backii (n. s.), AV>. 

Villosum; thorat c mibcirculari, rufo: pediUTi"^ rtifi'^. fu'co an- 
nulatis, »etis4jue uadiuue obsitis; pari primo, secundo, et (|uarto 
loDf^oribuSr sttbmqaalibus; tertio cateris breviori: abdomine gto- 
bono. satnratiS fusco. 

This; <»peclss has considerable resptnhlrtncc* tu f!io fi^nale of 
Hahn'» quudri-^iUatum (pi. 21. f. (A.), but i?* larger, and in 
other respects decidedly distinct. I have named it in honour of 
Captain Back. 

'2. Tbtraoxatoa exteiiMt (var.), ff\Jck* 

SchfEff. Icon. lD8ect.pl. 113. f. 9* 

* Vol. iv. p. 6(i0. pL 21. ti£. 1-^. 
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2M Aminixz. 

4. Tmmmn bortalis (n. s.). Nob. 

Fmscuf: m:nHlihuli9 validis, g!abri«: thornre •?tibcyUnfMca, con- 
vexo, glabru: pcdibusferru ^ineis, subelongatis» Bubvillosift» ^/k' 
ni8(|ue raris munitis; pari pnmo, secnndo, et (|iiajrt6iatMeqaalOtat» 
tertiocsteris breviori: cute atxlominis ovtti transvenft if^jqii, 
granulosa, pilisque raris» albidO'flavift tectlkj hi* ad aiittm tvi- 
trcrnque frequentioribus. , 

5. TiioMTPf^s corona (n. 8.,) Nob. 

Glaber: thorace subcirculari, subfusco, fascift nwliA albirii ad 
frontem latiuri, coronrcque elfigieiu nimulaute: oiandibulisalbidis: 
pedum pari pi iino et i»ecundo validis, plusduplo caeteris majorlbus; 
tertio breviori: femoribua subpubescenlibus: tarsia subtuaMigM, 
ietis diBcrctis, biseriatim positis: abdomine globoso, albido. 

This species ajjrcos vorv nearly with Hahn's Th. diadeina, ot- 
cept in the furm ui tite aUiomen, which in the latter is anguUr, 
having posteriorly on each tide & projecting \obei wtdlitiii 7%, 
corona it is globular. Since Hahn expressly states that the male, 
althou*5h much smaller, exactly resembles the H nuili . Ituth in form 
and colour, the difference between his specimen and ours cannot 
be sexual. Moreover, Haha taken no notice of the singular, wliite, 
coronet-shaped mark in the front of the head, In the epper project- 
ing part of which the brilliant eyes of the animal shew uke the 
jewels of a diadem. The four lateral eyes, HIT \H Hll^n*t IfTtiTf, 
are supported uu little projection; knobs. 



Class INSFXTA. 

Order Parabita, Latr. (Anoplitr^, Leach,) 

Genus Philopterus, Nit/sch. [Pedicului. Linn. I'^tim* 
Bieinus, Degeer. Nirmus, Hermann, Olfers, Leach.) 

Subgenus Docophobub, Nituch. 

1. D. communb» Nitzteh, Pedic. emberizae, /faftft 
Degeer, vol. vii. pi. 4. f. 9.; Panzer, 0^tsch. Inaelu'^L 
Found on the Snow-bird, Chatterer, and Grotbeak. Jsmm, y|» 

poll. 

S. D. platyrbjnchus, Nitz.? Pedic* hsmatopus, Set^niBf 

Found on a Hawk, but the species not mentioned. Ldosi iJ* 

poll. 

I believe tliis species to be identical widi Nitisch's Plalurhyri- 
ehust the P. kmnal9fm of ScopoU (tint. Cnnuol. p. 381.), as it 
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agrees in all rofspccfs with flio lifter author's jlescription of that 
insect, except in uaating tite liui hui line on each side uC the ab- 
domen* Oor tpecimen very closely resenbles tlmt of the Nirmu9 
nisi, in the coHectinn in the Uritiiih Museum. Nitz.8dl's insect 
if stated to have been found on the Falco palumbariui^ 

S. D. auritus, Ao6* Pedic. auriti, Hcop. Var.? 

Dihiti' ftilvTi«;: capite triangul:iri, '^1 ibro» nitido, aplre suboh- 
tuso: teinjwnbus ro(nndati«: abthuniiie ovato, ^ibpiloso, linea. 
dursali incurvatu, uigr;i: pedilius aiiticis autennis vix iongiuribus. 

Found on the Picus auratus. 

This species so much rcsomM<^'j that described by Schrank 
f Faun. Boic.^, and referred by him lo F, auriius .'f Scopoli, who 
nmnd it on toe Fiem major, and tMr/ttt, that 1 have thoiiglit 
it right to ad<^t his name, bat withont asserting their identity. 

4. D« ocellatus, NUxtth. Ik Ham. f cdtc ocellatos, Senp. 

Ljsnet, pK 5. f. S.* 

Found on the Corvus corax. Long. poll. 

The BntTsh <4pi>< imens in the Muensi coUectim agree per<> 
fectly with the arctic species. 

According to Scopoli and Nitzsch, it is also found on the Corvus 
coronae. 

Subgenus Nirmvs, Nitzach. 

5. N, nifinis (n, <*,), Nob, 

Albidas: capite triaogjulari, j»ubtusco, glabro, nitido, apice 
rotundato: abdomine ovato, pilose, fiuciis fascia medio intermptis: 
antennis, thorace, pedibusqae mMmcis. Long. poll. 

Found on the Tetrao saliceti, riTif! Ptarmigan. 

This species differs from Lyonet's tigjure and description of the 
**Pou tie coque dtbruytre,'- (which hi:^ editor, Ue ILaau, refers to 
the Nirmm eamenttut of Nitzsch,) principally in the fenn of the 
transverse dorsal hands, which in our insect extend on each side, 
from near the middle of the back to the sides, but in TAonet's 

i)resent a bifurcate figure, the branchea of the fork teruiinatiug 
one before fbej leiicli me margin; the latter is bennded by a 
darker line from tbv HMrax to tM^aans. 

<(. N.tafetndyMriaa(n^s.)v JVUi 

FoscMt cu>ite triangulari, glid>ro, nitido, apice temporibMave 
ntandalm: sMoisine diiptiea^ sabpiloSD* pilis ad annm t mm ^ 

* Rechcrches, 4c.| ouvrage posthumc, public par Dc Haan. Paris, 
1892. 
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tioribui^: Begmentorum dorsallum suturis, llneaque media longi- 
tudtoaU albiab: pedibus subfutcis. Long. -jV P**^^* 
Found on the Curlew. 

7. N. biseriatus (n. ».,) Nob. 

Capite glabra, fulvo, triangulari, apice obtnso* tenponbus ro- 

tundatls: t'orire pedibusque concolnribus, ill© tinei Tnc<li&, 
albitla,: abtiuiuuie ovato, subpiioso, albido, macuUh lateniiibus 
fulvis, biseriatiin positis, extenoribus majoribui. Long. ^ polL 
Also found on the Curlew, and» as far as I caft iAlidMiiti 
undescribed. 

• 

Sttbgenui LiFBimo8> Nituch. 
(()rm7Ao5t»f> Leach.) 

8. L. Jejuniis, Mtzsek, 

Pedtc. anaeria* lAtm. jMr. 
Redi, Expr. tab. 10. fig. destra. 

Found on the Gray Goose* Long. poll. 

This species differs from the parasite of the Domesfic Goose in 
the British Museum collection; but appears to be identical with 
another species in tlie aanxe collection, to winch neither name nm- 
habitat is affize<l. 

Rubgeous GoMuuES, Nita^ch. 

9. G. cheliwrnis, NUzach, 

Lyon. pi. 4. f. 7. i 
Found on the Tetrao saliceti. Long. lat abdem. poUL 

Genus Liothki .m, Xit/sch. 

{Fedicuiut, Linn. F^br. Pirinu.s, IK seer, LatrieUe. Atmt<«, 

HiMiiuiikii, Olfers, Leach.) ' • - • • 

Submenus roLPOOSPiLu.vii, l^^lich. , . ,^ 

lOb C. subrrtiuale, yUzsch. /' - ;■ 
Ljon. pi. -4, fig. 5. ■ V .I. 
Fwind on the Con'Uii corax. Long, poll. ''' 

Subgenus Phtsooiohoii, Nituch. ^ *. ^> 

11. P. sulphureum. Nitzgch / Pediculus doliooeepliilila»;Aoif4!f 

Albus: toto corpore glabra : capite oblonso, apice rotundato : 
abdomine ellipticn, subtus margiiiato : maculii frftPtllitWil, Tlfti - 
que dorsali saiiguineis. Long. -j>^ poll. 

Found on the Snow-bird. ' 
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12. P. marginatum (n.s.), Sob, 

Albidus: capite oblongo, fusco macutato, apice obtuso: thorace 
abtlomineque mai^natis, lindkqne ftiscA ciraundad^: pedibusal* 

bidin. Loti^. j)oU. 

Excepl ill and colour, thi» species very much rcselnbles 
Degeer's Jiicin du I'incon. 

OkKt cot.eoptera. 

Bo»TRiri!f« tvpc^i apliii!*, ^hbr. 

Var. b. "l oi poio t.tto pnllide testaceo." * Gjileo. 
luscct. Sueci. , luiii. i. piiia o. p. 3ol. 
From dried Pioe. 

8. Larva — incertae sedis; — an Dirc^a cujusdam? 

I am induced to think it pnjbable th;it thl> iiiiiy be the larvii of 
a UircsDa (Xtjlita, Pavkull), from il^ almo-i poi lei i ai • nr<!;it;r(« 
with Mr. "VV. S. Macleay's description of tlie th>»aaurifonu iai va 
of dte AWt/o bupresloide»t (Hone Bntomologicae, note, p. 464.) 
As Mr. Maclea^Y^si work is, unfortunatetT* very rare, it may be 
UHeful to tr:in«t ril)(' \n< (Ifsrripfion: — *^ Larva, uiiitish, elonj^ate^ 
scaly, with lew hairs, except about the last sej^meut of the abdo- 
men; body thickest at the middle and tail, upper side ratber con- 
Tcx, under concave; head semi globular, with Testiii^ of ejei; 
antennae triarticulate, short, with (hr fii^t j()lnt> ::rcatest; man- 
dibles short, strmiir, and sharp; maxillary palj)i arute at point, 
and labial excessively minute; second segment of liie botly large, 
aubthoraciform, and composed apparently of two se<;ment8$ an- 
terior feet large, compressed, hooked, extending:; nearly to the top 
of the head; the two posterior pairs of the «;inie shape, but so 
short as scarcely to reach beyond the coxa of the first pair, be- 
sides bein«j; in some measure hid in the concavity of the bodj| 
the third segment of the body is shortest, and the others lengthen 
gradually to the 1 2lh, whi< h is convex, and marked with strongly 
impre>>«'<l p'mhts: but the sinmilac jmrt of the bodvi** the tall, or 
ISth segment, ai the base of which is the aiial aperture: this seg- 
ment is sli{;htly convex above, and flattish below, but armed at 
the extremity with two aharp homy appendages, curved up- 
wanl'-. " — Macleay's larva was found, to-cther with the perfect 
insect, in the solid wood uf au old uak iu Hampshire, uy Mr. 
Samouellc. 

The above description applies to our larva* except that its 
colour is li'j;ht vellowisli brown, and the feet efpial: and, in addi- 
tion to the horny appendages at the extremity, tlv two caudal 
processes and the posterior margin of the last or anul segment, 
are armed with similar aharp homy spines. 

Lrri_i;rh 0.45 in. 

Found in dried Pine. 
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Order ORTHOPTERA, 

AcRiDiuM sulphuroum, PuL dr Beauv. 

Palis. (!«' Heauv. las*, rec. ea Afr. et Am. p. 145, OrtiwpL 
pi. 4. i. '1, 

FUtM»t dii Beauvus* insect is fiiim Virginia. 

Order HVMENOFTERA. 

FoR^iK A herculeana, Linn. * • 

Yar. thorace nigro, Shuck, M. S* 
Linn. Faun. Suec. p. 426. No. 1780. 

My friend Mr. Shuckard, who is intimafolj acqmuBtod wilk 

this OnU'r, and exainlnod this ^poties at my request, obser^ei:— 
"The ideutitv ot Captain Jiiick.'!< npecicii with the ht-rrnlfana 
of Linnaeu8» U interesUng, from its being the first |Mnuut 1 am ac- 
i^iainted with, of flie same species hjmenopteroas inseet iaha* 
biting both the European and American contmettts. These mli 
are, indeed, smaller than the Kurop^an Species| tmt duMleii 
well known to affect developement^.'' 

RADIATA. 

Class Ismniia {Enioxon, Bndolphi.) 

Ascaris ? 

I cannot satisfactorily refer this to any described sp-cies. It 
seems not very unlik,e Rudolphi's A. eretuUtt. No account is 
l^fon of its haoHat 
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No. IV. 



GEOLOGICAL NOTICE 

(M the i\'ew Caunirij pmsnt over in Caplotn Back's £xpe^itioH» 
By WiLUAM HcKRV FiTToni, M.D., F.R,S., G.S., &c. 

Tub country near the entrance of RIave River into Great SlaTe 

Tinkr. ■where the route nf Captain Back tir>*t entered upon new 
ground, hi^ ht-en descrihed bv Dr. Richardson, in his valuable 

feologrical appendices tu tlie firi»t aitd second Jourtie^ ii of CapUiiu 
ir JAb Fnuwlin. The foUowioc obaenrationa have been drawn 
np, |»riQci|ial1v, from 0ie notes taEen bj Captain Back himself in 
the course of* Ivw nrdMoiM founiey, aided oy an cxaminafion of 
the specimens which he bruuzht to England. In arrangins ihcni 
in the order of the route, I nave acUiered, as ftr as poaiule, to 
tile original words: — 

**On tjuittlnj? Fort Resolution (a station of the Had«nn**! Ray 
Company, near the mouth of the Slave River), we went throu^li 
some of tlie winding channels formed by the numerous islands in 
the Delta of Slave Rtreri and, havnig paiaed Stonr Island, 
w hich,— fls Dr. Richardson remarks in the appendix to Franklin's 
first journey, — ^is a naked mass t>f red j^ranite, fifty or sixty feet 
hu;h, precipitous on the north side, and lying near the Junction 
oTthe flat limestone strata with the primitire rocks. We then 
kept alon|if the low and swampy shore, thickly matted with drift* 
wood, and made for a jutting elevation, called Rocky Point, 
where the lake trends to the eastward, and struck off in a north- 
erly direction towards a distant cluster of islands on the south of 
SimiMOB^ Groap, which are mostly jrranitic, and composed of 
reddish felspar, quartz, and mica. The more northern of tiiese 
islands attain a ^eatcr elevation, from 200 to 1000 feet, resem- 
bling the bluff and broken features of tiio»e to the westward, 
near the "Gros-cap" of Mackenzie, but still nifore like the ltd 
mnito Mils of Fort Chipewyan and upper part of the Slave 
River. They are very unlike the low swampy limestone tracts 
which we hatl lefl; and aimo.^t totally destitute of the tlrift-tim- 
ber piled iu such inunense quantities about Fort Resolution and 
the more western ahores of tlm Inke. 
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"The clear ejreeri north-eastern waters here contrast stronj»ly 
witli tiie turbid jellow streuius^ of tlie Great Slave Lake, hurrjring 
ropidly towards the Mackenzie. Conical isolated bilk are in Ta- 
* rious places separated by narrow passages from the latter islands* 

whose picturesque outlines, rent into vast ch.T-ui-^ and fiasores* 
and rising to upwarfis of 1200 feet, are very iuiposuig. 

**Near to the most northern of this chain of islands. Point 
Keith projects from the eastern main; and the channel, bet w een 
that point and the northern shore of the lake, is interrupted by 
an island called E//i-thenn'^h*, or Rcinrleer Island, remarkable 
for its table-land; with perpendicular clitt's resting on sloping and. 
irregular declWitics, which gradually descend to the water's 
edge." Captain Back remarks, that a point wliich forma tite 
western extremity of a small bay, in this part of the lake, con 
sists of a mass of boulders, cenvented into a kind of pudding- 
Stone by a yellowish and indurated clay, tu a height of from &ix 
to fort^ feett the snl^acent rocks, aa thej receded to the lake* 
acouinng an altitude between 1400 and 2000 feet. 

The point next rounded was steep and perpendicular: and from 
it the natives obtain a varieijated nmrl, of a greeoish-gray co- 
lour, of which thev make their calumets and pipes. A similar 
substance, of a reifdish tint, and also one of a pure white, both 
admitting of a high poli^, are found beyond the westeni tinuts 
of the lake. 

Proceeding to the north and east, along, that portion of the 
lake which separates the long island of Peth-the-nu-eh from tiie 
northern main, the island itself has an imposing appearance; its 

rocks, of the trap formation, exird/itini; lonj; lines of mural preci- ' 
pices, resting; one upon another, and capped by even and round 
eminences tiiinl^ clad with meagre pines, "it was impossible to 
look at them without being forcibly reminded of the same ap- 
pearances, but without trees, seen on a former occasion between 
the Connermine River and Point Barrow, where the rocks iwo de- 
scribed by Dr. Richardson! as consistinej of clinkstone, pnrph^ ry, 
and earthy greenstone, which extended to the umuth of SVenz-el'i* 
River.'* And, from this resemblance* Captain Back conjectures 
that the trap formation may })robably run in a line almost due 
south to Great Slave Lake, where it is lost in the 'granitic district 
occupying an extensive range tu and beyond Chipewyan. 

* This little island iir not named in the annexed map: It it fonmedH 

nirly on the south of llic d.ite "Aujfust IJtli," :uuf ^-oiitli-we.-t nf the 
prolooored exiremity of /''* /A-f hc-nu-ch. li ii- to bv ubscrvetl, thai there 
% in a small "rroup in the lake al^o called "Reindeer Islands,'' nortli of tbe 

entrance of Slave R iver, and uhotil mtrth-weatof Rocky Point 
t Franklin's First V o> uge, Appendix p. v. 
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But, tiioQgh Uie trap furniation seems to predominate in Peth- 
Uie-nu-eh the specimens from tliat side of the island which forms 
the shore of Christie's Bay are composed uf magnesian Umestone, 
like that of Den»e'6 Bivcr, and inaiij other places mentioiied bj 
Dr. Richardson. • 

The main shore of the iokc uu Uie north and west of Peth-tbe- 
nn-eh is also moimtainoiis and rockr, consbting chieflj of godsi 
and porph^rj: and, at a contracted part of the channel, called 
by tne nattves Tal-thel-leh, the water is said never to freeze; and 
this Captain Rack's experience proved to be the case during; two 
winters. On the east of thit* place, an island was seen, Uisplaj* 
ing a barren and roonded outline to the north, but on the south 
distinctly columnar. No specimens were obtained from it; but 
a drawing of Captain Back's leaves no doubt as to its stni€tiire» 
the columns being well defined and regular. 

The altitude oT the nerth shore or the lake Tsries h«t titfle 
thence to the pdlnt called by the natives "The Mountain;" — so 
named, however, not from nnv remarkable prf>mmpncc, but to 
diHtin«:;ui3h the 8|>ot wh( t*- lite natives leave their canoes when 
strikiu|^ into the iutunur. From the *'niouutaiu," the opposite 
peninsula of Gah-hoon-tchel-la, . (or Rabbit Not,) has a bold 
and pictoresouc appearance, being more than 2000 feet hig^, al- 
most perpenuicular, and evidently a continuation of the (trap) 
formation of Peth-the-nu-eh, from wtuch it is separated on the 
sooth and west by an opening leading to Christie's Bay. The 
simres of the eastern part of the lake, as they approach each other, 
still retain their (li^tIIiCtive character?: that on the north tj^'ing 
round-backed and j^i av, with n few iices; but tiiat tu the huuth 
precipitous, clitiy, and aimuht. barreu. The rockii, eoclotiing the 
cast end of the lake, around the bay on the north of which rort 
Reliance was placed, are very like those already ptssedt but 
more acclivitous. 

The specimens from Fort Reliance, (which are marked "un- 
dulating rocks of considerable altitude,- ') consist of eranite, hsT* 
ing somewhat the aspect of sienite, reddish felspar, Drown mica 
in snuM jjrnportion, and p^rav quart/.. On the beach was rouml a 
mass of conglomerate ut iliut pebbles, cemented by sand and 
sliglitly cflfervescent matter. The pebbles, loose on the shoie 
herealMMits,*coniist of chalcedony, <iaartz, flinty slats, a conglo- 
merate of red jas|ier pebbles in a siliceous dark gray cenent* with 
fra}!;mcnts of jasper of various hues, inclining to brown. 

The sandy S|>ace, where the house, or "Fort,'" was erected, 
was about three miles broad, and hemmed in, on the east and 
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west, by two riyere, which ran respectively along the bases of 

fjarallef ranges of granitic hills. The sand was comparatn oly 
evcl j and in the space of half a mile were two more platlormti, 
with embankments rising gradually towards the rockj viUm 
which led to the barren lands. It seemed as if the water ef me 
-Great Slave I^ake had once been hiMi ns to have had the upper 
of the embankments for its boundary, and had since subsided. 

Immediate! y on the north of the Fort," including the space 
between Hotnroet River and the Ah«hel-deMeh (thestfeem Icid- 
li^from Slave hake to Artillery Lake), the country is rooon- 
tainou<;, and consists for the *:;rt'atpr part of granite, in which red 
felspar and large plat^ of mica are conspicuous. The ascent 
here towards the barren lands may be taken at 1400 feet. Ou the 
Berth, alonff Artillery Lake, the eovntrj assomee a nore ofien 
aspect, with sloping moss-covered hills, on which are rarely scat* 
I tered clumps of wood; but in latitude 63° 15' N. the pine disap- 
pears aiiu^et^er, and there it is that the *H>arren lands" £urlj 
commence. 

The country from ArttUerr Lake to Clinton Golden Lake, and 
tiience to Lake Aylmer, is chanicterized by the small altitude of 
the hills, which are more or loss covered with large bonldera of 
granite, and decline to the water's edge. 

In theae lakes islands are nuraeronsi many of tiiem emsistinfi^ 
of great unbroken masses of granite* on the summits of which 
are huge stones and splintcrptl fmjrTnrnts of rock. Similar V)oul- 
ders had been observed near Fort Enterprise during the tirst 
journey of iSir John Franklin, where, in fact, the hei^t of land 
seems to be a continuation of this tract, and to be <» the same 
character. Sand was at first seen along the beach, but it soon 
rose into banks and mounds: and, finally, at ♦he northern extrc- 
mitv of Lake Aylmer, are hills of some magnitude, which decline 
to the north-west, and indicate tlie height of land which feeds 
Sussex Lake^ — the sonrce of the TMew-ee-choh-dezeth. 

Sussex Lake is small, and encompassed by low shelving de* 
cllvities. To thp west of it is a !nw ri(l«io of sand-hills, which 
terminate abruptly, and lorm a passa^ for the escape of the 
waters towards the'north. Within a mde of the lake is already 
a slight descent, formine a shallow rapid only a miledistant Ironi 
Lake Aylmer, — the surface of which lake may be considered as 
three feet below the highest part of the dividing land. Tho river 
then winds its wa^ through sand-hills, declining to the north-west; 
and, aboot fonlr miles down the stream, passes the first rocks of 
gneiss in siluj*— the^ have an even and tabular surface; and are 
broken into perpendicular cliffs, about five Uei high» which Ail to 
the east 
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About fife and twenty miles on the noHh-eut of Lake Ajrlner, 
the river cuts its way tfansveraeljr, but without rhanp^ing its di- 

ro( tion, through a range <»f mduntains running enst antf west, and 
tl»i'n lu'CMniR'!* WW much mh i rupted bj rapids. iSaiiti-banks then 
begin tu ap|)eai again, and hiilt» with "lung sloping declivities, 
--partially covered with the usual frssnieDts or granitej'* — till 
within sixtj miles of Bathurst's Inlet, latitude 65" 40'» loD|^tude 
lOG® o5', wliLTC a Iwrrier of mountains, prtibablv continuous with 
tlie ranges to tlte east ot that iulet, turiui the river away to the 
east at an acute angle, for about tiiirty miles.^' Lake Beeche^ 
occupies the bend produced by this obstruction* The rocks around 
it were very rugged and desolate;* but, as the expedition was at 
this time passing rapidly down the stream, no specimens were 
obtained. Home cascades, a mile and a half loQg and sixty feet 
bk descent, terminated the lake; and then the tivtr followed the 
windings of a group of sand-hillSy many of which wete conical 
and partly covered with f»;ras8. 

Throe isolated mountains of gneiss were seen about forty miles 
from the cast end ot Lake fieechejj and a few miles lower down, 
on the omsite side to these mountains, is the ingress of 8011110*0 
'River. The country now became low, flat, and very sandy, with 
an occasional smooth hill rent into water-course*?? anf! not more 
than half a mile from each otfiri , were tlie obtuse and rounded 
tops of a few dux k rocks, that peeped above and chequered the 
surface of the yellow sand. It then changed to a mass of rocks, 
(Hawk Rapid,) between which tiie current ran with extreme vio- 
lonrr, hut without much change of j^nera! direction. The spe- 
cimens fn m thtf) place couMs^of reddish gjranitic compound ap- 
proachin>; {u gneiss. 

Beyond these rapids, several rivers joined from both sides, and 
the main stream expanded into an extensive sheet of water (Lake 
Polly,) with clear horizons at ditterent points of tlio rompiss. 
There were here many Islands; and the ndges and cones ot sand 
of which they were compoied were not only of considerahle 
height, but most singularly and remarkably crowned with im- 
mense ti^nite bouhlors, gray with lirhpii. 

A sucrfssion of danj^erous falls and rapids follows this scrie'* 
of lakes, the course of which is very tortuous; but the main di- 
rection, from the beginning of Lake Pelly to Lake Maodeugal, 
is nearly from west to east. At Rock Rapid, in latitude 69^ 54' 
18", lon-itude 98"* 10' 7", the river btir^fs with fiirv between four 
mountains of reddiHh granite, and turns siiort to the north. 

The stream now twcame half a mile to a mile in width, with 

*Tn many p!aco« rnpinin Tlnrk n})-f'rv«'fl, the nisrirednOM of their 
aspect remioded liuu ol Uiai ol the lavu round Vesuvius. 
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fearful rapids and whirlpools; and the adjoining country was tar 
more rugged and mountainous than berore. The rocks men 
evidently granitici but no specimens were eoUected, as the party 
were carried down the stream in their boat. 

Having passed through another small lake, or expansion of the 
river, mucn impeded by ice, the stream turned a^n to the east, 
and led to a steep fUl, where Btqainumx were Ibuid who had 
never seen Europeans. 

From about the point called Wolf-Fall, the course of ihe river 
is nearly from «onth-west to noi ih-east; and, after an ahrupf and 
reiaarlcabie elbow on the north of Mount Meadowbauk, ii runs 
in the bottom of a trough, or deep valley, to its juaction with 
the sea. 

The object of the expedition having rendered it necessary that 
the party sliould proceed in their boat on arriving at the sea, very 
I few specimens oi notes descriptive of tlie rocks were obtained in 

^ the remotest part of tiie route. The only specimens ate fnm a 
bluff (Point Backhouse^ on the nortii-west of Victoria Headland, 
which consist of reddisn granite; nnrl from another bluff beneath 
Point Beaufort of a similar compound of a gray colour; both on 
the eastern coast of the inlet, which forms the estuary of the 
Thlew-ee-chohHlezeth. 



The new gnmnd therefore explored by Captain Back, fmm 

Plfivc River to the sea in the parallel of 67° 10', ^vith onlv t'^vo 
or three exceptions, is eomposeo, so fnr as appears from hi.^ notes 
and specimens, of primitive rocks; a result which might iiave 
been expected from the descriplioii of die country previously 
known, which indicates a distinct line of boundary, m the north- 
east of America, between the calcareous and primitive tracts; 
the latter includnig the space traversed durinir Captain Backus 
late expedition. The exceptions are :-— 1 . A poi dun of tiie iioriii- 
east of Great Slave Lake, including the lone iaiand of Pelh-the- 
nu eh; and one, at least, of the snaller ittands adjacent to it, 
which Captain Back describes as composed of trap rocks, but 
which include also sti'ata of limestone. &. — Perhaps, the ru^^jed 
g^rovnd about Lake BeechcyP which, from the descnption, appears 
to differ much in aspect from the primitive country. 3^— l^iiie- 
stonc is mentioned in the narrative, as having been found in small 
fragments, on the shores of Montreal ialaud» in the oMnarj of 
the Thlew-ee-chdi-dezeth.* 

* Instead of this unwieldy name for the newly discovered stream, that 
of ^* Back's RivpT^^ has been Fus'^estcd by Cojitain Beaufort. Hydro- 
grapher to the Admiralty j the must appropriate denomioatioo in aiich 
cases beioff, in his opunon, that of the aiseoverer. 
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On « funeral view of the iii«p of Ca|itaiii Baek's late expedi- 
tkMi|it may be remarked that the river is obvioutily divided into 
three portions (and the eastern part of Slave Lake itself may 
perhaps be considered as resembling them), all nearly parallel, 
and lying in a direction from about soutn-west to north-east, 
allowance being made for the conTergence of the meridiant in 
those high latitudes. These portions are: 1. — The Thiew-ee- 
ch(A-de/.eth, from its «mirce in Hussex Lake, to the head or north- 
weatem extrcinitY of Lake Beeche?. 2- — From the curve a little 
Mtward of BaiHie's Biver, to tne north-wcatern extremity of 
Lake Pelly. S^From Wolf Fall, — and, more dtafmctly, worn. 
the rapids north of !\!nnnt Mcadnwh.mk, to thf» sea. 4. — Slave 
Lake itself, — tmm the entrance of Sl;ive River to Fort Reliance, 
ami the nver which connects it with Artillery Lake. The first 
of theae diviriom bans about eighty -five En^ush milca in leojg^th; 
the second nearly a hundred miles; the third, reckoning nom 
Wolf Rapid, about a hundred and'twenty mWt-^, — or, frf>m the 
north of Mount Meadowbank, more than ninety miles in lenj^th? 
while the less uniform line from Slave Lake, at the entrance of 
81m River, to Hie head of AttiUerj Lake, io mmt than two 
fanndied and flftj nilea. 

A^in, the wfiterronr«*e which unites the several p^^rtion*? above 
mentioned has likewise, in two cases, some appn)ach to parullel- 
ism; the chain of lakes, from Lake Aylmer eastward, having a 
direction to the aontb of east, through a distance of nearly a 
hundred miles; and that from Lake Beechey to the east of Bail- 
lie's River, nrarlv tho same s^'noral dirf^ctifni, for about eighty 
miles. The waters, which connect Lake i'cllj with the sinuosi- 
tiet ahont Wolf Rapid, comprehend a aeriea of lakea of very 
irrenilar form, and of tortaona riw, having, neverlheleaa, a gene- 

iml direction nrarlv fmm west to east. 

It is almost premature to speculate on evidence so '^cauty as 
that which has just been stated; but it is probable both that the 
namllel portlona of the river, and the leaa rmlar tranaverae 
lines which connect them, are the resulta of geological ftructure. 
The pnnillel linps nlnn::;' -^vhich the T-iver maKcs its wnv towards 
the nortb-ea»t, hoin tl»e sjound dividin"; the Water-slieii at Sus- 
sex Lake, and the general course of 'Great Slave Lake tiicuce 
towarda the aontk^weat, may, p>ssibly, be iongitndinal vallevs 
between pu-allel ridgeaof small elevation, directed from south 
vreat to north^eaat.* While the rocky and elevated groand about 

* This, Dr. Richardson statea, ii the average direction (or, 'atrOte*) 
of the primitive and transition strata, through about twelve decrees or 
loniritude. over which hia own journeys extcodad. It is also the direc- 
tion of the strata in many of the nogea hi the Britiah laianda, and on 
tho Continent of fiorope. 
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Lake Beochoy, which turns iho river from its previous direction, 
may be a continuation of ilu- muuntainoui^ tract about iiack's 
River, and on the cast of ISutiiuibt Inlet, tlie general court»e of 
which seems to be from the south east towards the north of 
west. This also is the direction of the ruig^ of hills, laid down 
during the first of Franklin's journovs, near the Coppermine 
River, about latitude 66* 32'. longitude 115^ to il6^ W.* The 
irregular ground between those hills and'Heywood range of Cap- 
tain Back (latitude 64*" 5(K, longitude 108°), includes the group • 
of lakes about Point Lake; between which and Contwoj-to, or 
Rum Lake, is the divi^sion of the Watcr-'^hed, which has the 
same general direction witii tlie ridge or height of land tliat di- 
vines Sussex Lake from Lake Ajlmer, and, possibly, may be a 
continuation of it» 

As the existence of lines of division, like those just mentioned, 
is one of the most prominent general circumstances liithcrto 
a^rtained respecting the geology of this part of America, 1 have 
mat pleasure in suqooiing the following obsenrations from a 
letter of Dr. Richardson, by whom in person many of the points 
♦in question havf been examined. They will he perfectly intelli- 
gible if tliL' K atler will place before him Arrawsouth's, or anj 
other good general map North America. 

/'The course of the xockv MouaUA^ chain," Dr.Bichardson 
stateSft *<from the Sierra of Mexico, in latitude 30° — ^to itstermi- 
nttion on the coast of the Arctic Sea, in latitude 69**, is alwut N. 
by W., wilh very little deviation any where. The chain ri>es 
abruptly horn a dat or very slightly inclined country, in which 
the ^at prmriu of the Arkansas, Missouri, and Saskatchewan 
are included. To the eastward of these pr^rie lands (at least 
N. of L ikf^ Superior), tlicro is an extensive limestone deposit; 
and between this and tlie pruuitive zone of hills or rocks still 
farther east'*—- (to which may now be added the greater oart, if 
not the whole, of the tract explored by Captain Back), **tnere is 
a series of rivers and lakes, occupying the line of conjunction, 
and extending from the Lake of i\w ^^ oods to the Arctic 

<*It is to be noticed, however, that although the lakes ou uiis 
line generally have primitive rocks on the east dde, and 1ino> 
stone on the west, the con nectin^ri vers g^erally flow wholly in 
one formation or in the other. Thus» tiie River Winnipeg down 

*In the last of the maps annexed to Franklin's first journey, the 
direction a«cribe^ to this range, E)r. Richardson informs me, '» erroiie> 
ou«. It if (loRcribcd asconsiptin? of "hi!l< ninnini: in nimmtaiii rnn^ps 
to the South (instciui of North) West; clay 8iale, wiii; poakB ol' from 
1,200 to 1^ feet hiffb." 

t MS. letter, Biarch 28, 183& 
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through primitive rocks; the edge of the limestone being a short 
waj to tne westward. We maj imoe the fennatioii up the eut 
side of Lake Winnipeg to Norway Point, and from tluMice straight 
to Beavor T^akc; the Saskatchewan to the westward flowing; over 
limestone, which is clotH! to tlu- primitive strata in Beaver Lake. 
The Missinippi or Churchill Uiver* liows through primitive rocks. 

** We loose tiie primitive Toeks at Isle la Crosse, wliere there 
is limestone; and at Portage la Roche we cross a hi^ sandstone 
ri(l?o, covered with much nanil.t The Clear-water River, at the 
foot of this ri<l«re, flows over limestone, which is also seen in the 
Atliapescow River, but under much bituminous shale. On the 
Dortii side of Athapneow Lalce (or Lake of the Hilb), the rocks 
are primitiTe, and the Slave River flows sometimes tlirous;h lime- 
stone, at other times over finite, and sometimes between the 
two. Its mouths open into Slave Lake between the limestone 
and granite. 

*'B^ carrying the eje over the map from point to point above 
nentioned/it will be seen that the western boundarj of the east- 
ern primitive rocks as it runs northward, inclines towards the 
Rocky Mountains. There are no prairie lands north of Peace 
River, and no flat coantiy skirting tne Rockv Mountains bejond 
Great Slave Jiake. I have seen the Rocky Moantuns only in the 
M'Kenzie, and there from a distance; but these threat valleys 
seemed, as 1 passed, to cross the general direction of the chain at 
right angles. A Canadian, who had crossed the mountains in the 
i^nartcr I speak of, said that he passed over thirteen separate 
ridges. He <fid ns^ therefore, go directly across the general line 
of the chain:— or, the vallejs, that 1 saw, do not peMtrate deep. 



♦ Dr. Richardson remnrks, "That the t h.iracter of this river is pre- 
cisely similar to t]n\{ ol'the Thicw-ee-choh-iltzeth: n series oflake-likc 
and mau>-urmed diiataiion*?, connected by narrow rocky rapids, nome- 
dmea one, Mmetimes mati y , separated by bi|rh rocky islands. There 
are some curious islands in the Missinippi: consisting of large granite 
boulders, or rounded masseR. piled one aoove the other to n great 
heiL'lit ; and on their upper points, where thcv ari' out of tlir reach of 
the Hca, they are hoary with lichens. The water inimedialeiy sur- 
roonding thenc iRlandn is many fathoms deep: and on looking at them, 
I w;t< irii!iiit'(i to fliink that the soft parts of the <rranit»' had weathered 
awiiv. li l t these rounded and harder ma^^^ie^; so iiiUd up." 

J The In i|iieiit occurrence and thickness of the uenoRitH of sand in 
this part of North America appear, l>oth from Dr. 11 ichardtfon't de- 
scription of the country seen durin» the precedinff expedition east of 
the, Mackenzie, aii<l from faittiiin Backus imtis of his journey . to he 
ruoinrkable. It well deserve^; in(]uiry whether these uccuniuluiioos 
arc the demisitc of the (eomi>aratively5 recent seas, dorinfc their oecu- 
iiat ion of tliat continent, or bdoog to the seeoodafjr cr tertiar/ groops 
of strata. 
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"I cannot,'' Dr. Richardson adds, "give any positive informa- 
tion respecting the country to the eastward of what I have hith- 
erto been speiuung of. The high primitiye lulls on tiie Copper- 
mine River (p. 525 of Geognostic Observations, first joamej,) 
lie in ranges nearly parallel to the river, having a ruwM-west di- 
rection (and not a «au/A-west, as erroneously marked in the map). 
These mimitiTe -rocks extend to the Contwoj|r-to, or Rom La&e, 
and, I aoubt not, aim to Back's new river. Fhere are limestontt 
deposits between the eastern primitive rocks and Hudson's Bay, 
and also northward, on the Arctic Sea, where Captain Ross was. 

'*AU the primitive rocks in that j>art of the coontrjr which I 
have called tne **eaBtem primitiTe duCriet^ are low, uid daaot 
form mountain ranges, except on that part of the CoppenaiM 
River already alluded to." 

The specimens and information obtained by Captain Back, in 
that part of his route which preceded his own discoveri^, accord 
with the mmm desoriptiou of Dr. Bichardaoni and aa the 
places referred to can be but aeldonft ▼irited* I shall aabjoin a 
*^general account of the specimens. Among the most remarkable 
are several fragments of a white or cream-coloured limestone from 
the north-western extremity of Lake Winnipeg, very much re- 
eemblhig a aeries presented to the Geoloncal Society some yeai« 
aso (in 1823) by Dr. Bigsby* from the norUi-westem shore of I^e . 
Huron (a spot more than WO geo^phical miles from Lake Win- 
nipeg. *) Having requested mj friend Mr. Stokes, by whom some 

* From Dr. Bigabjr's aecoant of the eoantry around Lake Hiiroii* 

and thence to the south-east, it would appear that the line of division 
between the primary and secondary rocks, is continued from theoeieh- 
bourhood of Lake Wiiinipe?, being in the same direction with Coat 
above speoified, for several nundred miles:— 

"The northern shore of Lake Huron, with its nearest iiles. consists 
nrincipally or the older rocks; the secondary occupy the re?t of the 
lake. The primitive rocks are part of a vast chain, of which the 80ulh- 
ern portion, extending^, probobiy oninterraptedly. from the north and 
east of Lake Winnipejr, passe? thence alooL' to trie northern shores of 
Lakes Superior, Huron, and Simcoe; and alter forming the granitic 
harrier of the Thousand Isles, and the outlet of Lake Ontario, spreads 
ilsdf largeliy through the State of New York, and then joins the Al- 
lei^hanies and their sonthern eonthraatfons. 

■'The secondary rocks of Lake Huron are a portion of an immense 
basin, which, extending probably without interruption, from the wiuih- 
shore of Lake Winnipeg, spreads itself over the greater part of Lakes 
Superior, Huron, and Simcoe; the whole of Lakee Michigan, Eric, 
and Ontario; much ofthe wet-tern part of the Stale ofNew York; the 
wiioie of Uic States of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan, and 
the rest of the valley of the Mississiiq)!."— (Geol. Trans. 2iid Scries, 
vol. i. pp. 188—191.) See also Notes concerning the Geoloirj of North 
America, from Papers presented to the Society hf the late Batl 
Selkirk, Geol Trans. Ist Series, vol v. p. 596, dtc. 
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of Dr. B"T2:sbv's 'ip^^rimens were describofl, to examine this ynurt 
of CanUiiu liack.'i> collection, I have beeu favouieU by him with 
the following observations; and I hope that Mr. Stokes hiniMlf 
will noon lay before the Geological Societj a paper, accompanied 
bv figures, illustrating the structure of these very inten»tiog foe- 
sii remains. 

Among the limestone fusisiU bruugiit hy Captain Back Irom 
Lake Winnipeg, are some like those which were obtained bj Ihr. 
Richardson, from the same locality, in the year 1 820, but which 
were not in a state suftiricntly perfect to enable us to understand 
tiieir structure and relaiiuui>. A memorandum having been given 
bj Dr. Richwdson to Captain Back of the spot from whence ihiB 
specimens were obtained, the latter has succeeded in procurinc 
several specimens, \\hicli, althoujjh bniken, are sufticiently well 
preserved to illustrate tiie nature of these remains. They are 
urUiocerata of a |>eculiar kind, and resemble, in their most im- 
portent pmnts, those found at Thessalon Islsnd in Lake Hunm, 
and described by Dr. Btgsby in the Geological Tiransactiofis 
(Second Serii *;, ^f)l. i. pp. 192 and 105 to 19B). They are, how- 
ever, probably not of (lie same species; but tiie uoiut« i^ wliich. 
diev are ^ke is in the structure of Ae siphon, wnich has a tube 
witnin it, as described and represented in Plates XXV. figs. 1, 2, 
3, ami XXVI. fiji;. 7, of that volume. This tube is continued 
thnjui;h the whole lengtli of the siphon, and from itx present ir- 
regular bhape appears to have been composed ol a coricaceous 
substance, capable of dilatation and contraction. The niace 
within the siphon, between its interior walh and the outside of 
the interior tul)o, has a number of platen radiating from the tube, 
tiirou^hout its entire length, and apparently connecting the tube 
- with we inner walls of the siphon; but these platM are too much 
covered bj sparry cr}'stal ligation to enable us to make out clearly 
their character. This tube may be supposed to have been the 
or^an into which water could lie received. wh»"u the auimai. re- 
quired au increase of its specific gravity iu order to descend; a 
purpose for which it is supposed that the nautilus and other chon- 
bered shells are fimushed with siphons. 

"Then' is f\1 so one specimen, wliich, though not in gi>od pre- 
servation, IS doubtless a Catenipora or chain coral, a genus cha- 
racteristic of the older transition limestones, in which beds also 
ortiiocerata are common." 
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Ociteral Lift of Specimau, brought §o England by Cccptain 

BaeL* 

From the Athabasca (or Elk) River (probably from one of 
the Portages.)— PtonihTritic graj compact felspar, cnclonig 
grains of quarts, and of crystalline felspar. 

Crf-am coloured limestone, efTcrvpMcinir slowly, containing im- 
pressions of shells, and occasional ncsb> ot cry stallised ina|^»iaa 
csfbonate of lime, and in some places atamed with Utuieiirt 
found in horizontal strata in the bank of the riyer. This rock 
iniich resembles some of the specimens from the "Ramparts** on 
tl\r Mnrkenzie River. — Dr. Richardson's list, No. 148- — 156. p, 
xxxiv. xxxv.j and from Lake Winnip^, No. 1014. p. liv. 

Grbat Slatb Lan.— Hard slaty limestoney effervescing Tery 
slowly. **From an island of large extent in horizontal strata.^ 
Compare with Richardson's, Nob. 60. ISS. p» zzxL| 805. p. ]iiT.| 
«4a 293. p. vi. 

f\rom CfuRisTiE's Uav (Petli-tlie-nu-eh^. — Slaty (magnesian) 
limestone, with a r&n of sparry magnesian caitaonate of time. 
Compare with Dr. Richardson's, No. 228. p. v. ; mouth of Tkmse's 
River, head of Great Bear Lake; and 208. p. xit. from Cape 
Parry, 

Svau. Bat in 'G^hoon4^uBa^A. specimen, which fimned 
part of a boulder fimnd loose on the beach by Mr. King, the sur- 
geon of the expedition, consists of limestone, effervescing; copi- 
ously, and exhibiting on the decomposed surface cnncretional 
grains like sqme varieties of oolite; and containing al^>o portions 
of a fossil^ which is probably a coral allied to the genos Stroma* 
toponu 

Among the sppcimon^ whirh pxhibit the orj^ni7.ed sfnicture, 
also probably from the shores of this lake, is one with a tuborru- 
lated surface, composed of calcareous matter, which Mr. I^udale 
considers as belonging to the genus Siromaiepm of Goldfus, and 
probably to his species Po^fnutrpha (Plate X. fig^ 6. letters b. 
and c. 

* These specimens have been oompared with those in Dr. Richard- 
son's collection, now in the mueeum ot the Geulogical Society, of which 
ii list is piven in the Geological Appendix to Kraukhu'^ Seiond Jour- 
ney. The numbers of the eorreqiooding gpecimeos in chat list are in- 
dicated below. 

t Thia oceurrenee ofbitnminoiM matter hi Hmestone, nearly border* 

inz "H n lar£rc tract of crystalline and igneous im I s. may deserve 
aitrniion with reterence to the hypothesis of JMtiomizatton; which 
re^rds the introduction, or developement, of magnesia as subsequent 
to f he (irposition ofthc rnlcarcous matter, and at; r^ntniected with tbc 
proximity of uicurdeiiccnL luubttcs contaiuinig that earUi. 
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Frmn Fort Reliance, at the Eastern Extremity of Great 
Slave Lake. — Granite of several varieties. Some sDecimenti 
having the aspect of sienite; others oontaining fleah-rea felspar, 
b large crystals,— described as "forming undulating rocl» of 
con8i«!<'ra1)l«' altitude." Some specimens from this cjuarter ap- 
proacii tu gueihH; having a foliated structure, with mica in verj 
larre proportion. 

From the bc^ch, at tlie entrance of the Lake, is a siliceoos 
conglomerate; consisiting of worn pebbles of flint, cemented by a 
paste composed of sand and calcureou» (efl'ervescent) rnattt r. 

The following were found in the form of loose uuru pebbles, 
OB the shore ^ the lake^ near Fort Reliance:— Bluish gray 
ismellated chalcedoniri quartz crystals; quartz of various hues 
of grav nnd brown: ffinty slate; brown jasper: ^^ itb frajn«ents of 
a con;;lomerate, consisting of portions of reddish jasper, in a 
dark gray paste. 

Frmn Hawx RaniM.— (Lat W 9S^ Long. 108<* 40>-IUd- 
dish granite; some spedmenB indicatiiig a slaty stm^re. Gray 
quartz, apparentlv a portion of a vein. 

From Rock HlpiD^/Lat. 65** 50'. Long. 98** 20') — Uranite 
of different shades of redaish and gray. 

From Ponrr Backbovse, in the estuary of Back's Hivef^ 
Reddish granite of moderately fine grain. 

And lastly, — From "a Bhiff, NoUTB Of PooiT BaAWFOKT."— 
Bluish-gray granite of fine grain. 
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE, 

f - • 



ABUMOBO FEOM THE RMISTKRS KSPT AT FORT RSLUNCS BX OAF- 

TAOf BACK AXD ME. Kino. 



The following table exhibits the temperature of tl\e air and 
principal atmospherical phenomena observed at Fort Reliance^ 
nrom ttie comintocement of NoYember* 1839« to of Mar*. 

1834$ and from the SSnd of October, 19S4,to ^ UHkiiiWA 
1835. 

The temperature^ were registered fifteen times in the twenty- 
four hours, between six o'clock in the morning and nudmglit- 
The daily means were obtained from the fifteen obiarrations. 
The four thermometers which were used were coloured spirit 
ones, made by Newman, and were hung up on the north side of 
the observatory where thej were registered; but tindiog that tfaej 
▼aried from each other as the temperatare decreen tf, mii that 
one gave nearly the mean of the whole, it was afterwards ueA 
as the standara thermometer, aud from it the obsenH^SM wmf^ 
made* 

The remarks made on preceding voyages regarding the gene- 
Tall J calm state of the atmosphere during intense oud, are Ji % 
mat measure corroborated by tlie following table; thou^ iA sdM 

few instances it will be seen that a very low degree of the thermo- 
meter wa^ accompanied by a breeze preceding or immediateij 
following a calm. * > 
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ON THE AURORA BOREAUSL 



The observations on this phenomenon were made, ^v^thnllt inter- 
ruption, during six months in the years 1835-34, mikI five months 
in the jears 1834-35; but, as their entire insertion wouid occupjr 
loo nmcli Bpttie here» I liiiTe selected chieflj Ike inatuices pes- 
ieniBg die greatest interest from the effect prodooed bj them on 
the needle, and from the brilliancy and eccentric modons of ihe 
coruscations. That the needle was ron<^tantly affecte<l bv (he 
appearance of the aurora, seems evident irora the facts thua 
stitedi and, on one occasion, indeed, this efltet ezceedfed tigjht 
d^gjrees. I abstain, however, from drawing any inference* on 
tins subjectj and merelv note down rarrfn!!r, and withasnndl 
precision as possible, the w hole of tlie phenomena. 

Brilliant and active coruscations of tlie aurora borealis, when 
aeen through a hazjr atmoephere, ind exhibitiag the prinutiTO 
colours, almost invariably anected the needle. On the contrary, 
a very bn^rht aurora, though attended by motion, and even tirs^cd 
witit a duliish red or yellow, in a clear blue sky, seldom produced 
any tenaible change, beyond, at tilie most, a tremnloos notion. 

A dense liaze or fog, in conjunction witli an active aurora, 
seemed unirnnnly favourable to the disturbance of tlie needle; 
and a low temperature was favourable to brilliant and active 
coniSGatioQS. On no occasioo dttring two winters was any sound 
heard to accompany the motions. 

The aurora was frequently seen at twilightf end as oAon lo 
the eastward as to the wcstwan!. Clntuls. also, were often per- 
ceived in the day-time> in tuna and dispoaitioB rnrjiniirh rrsfi 
blins the aurora. 

The obiemitions ate letdown just aathcj were tnkeo. I rend 
oir the arc of the needle, and Mr. King remained on the ootsido 
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of the obtenratorY, to iniorm mc of tlie changes in Uxe corugca- 
tioDA. The height of the archet was efitimated by the eje| ami 
their bearinf bj reference to the houses and other maru which 
had been previously determiooL The bcarings are reckoocd 
from the iii«|^etic meridian. 



ROUGH NOTES ON THB AURORA. 

October 27th, 1853. — ^The needle evinced no particular agita- 
tion throughout the daj, except the same tn'inulous motion it 
dispiaj^ed occasionally i^lght and day. At imdmdit the weather 
changed from an overcait to a Mae and cloudy sky. The moon 
as clear, and the coruscatloni streamed in beams in the direc- 
tion of the dipping needle, and fornuMl an undulating frin<^ed arch, 
from n hurse-shoe shaped !nns«», at N. N. W., 10^ to 70° 

nortiicrh . This was met by two bright beams, wliich ijjbueti lixjiu 
E. N. E., 15* hjgh. On entering the oliiemitorj I found tlio 
needle vibrating;, and on the approach of the fringed arch towaida 
the zenith, it immediately attainet] to 1** 0' W., and before Mr. 
King had informed me that beams were darting from the east- 
ward, it had already begun to recede, and fixed at l** 0' after* 
wards* on the apprent dilution of the aurora ceasing, and the 
coruscalit)ns becoming faint, it settled at 0^ 30' E. 

October 28th.— At" 8h. a. m. the needle was at 1° 20' E. At 
9h. I found it at £ £0' £.: saw it move to 2" 50' £., and being 
aomething surprised, I went out to endettvonr to trace soum canae 
for such a deviation. There was not» Iiowcver, the least vestige 
of a cloud, the sky bcinc: "f an indigo colour at the zenith, and 
becoming laiiiter in tone till it min;i;led in a pale yellow near the 
horizon. The sun was very briHla, .tbont 10° high, and bore E. 
1 S. (m.) The thermometer on me north side of the obeer? atory 
was — A]", that on the south, exposed to the snn'a raja» was 

-f-4 ;°: the weather calm. 

At lOh. A. H. the needle was agitated at 1° 30' E.; at lih> I 
found it also at 1 * SO^ E., but in niotioo , wineh took it to 8« 0^ 
then to 0^ 20' E.. to O" 20' W., where it remained ten seconds, 
and repassed to 0<» 40' E., to 0° 0', o= lo' E., to SO' K., fr ^nr 
E., to 1** O'E., 1° 40' E.,and 0^ 25' E.: when, st'eming to be sta- 
tionary, I went out, and placing myself in the sliade of a fir tree 
of thirty feet hi^, looked directly to the zenitii and to the west* 
ward (the sun bein^ too bright to look to the eastward) , when there 
aippeared a wtrj Hunt and filmy arch of pale white» that iaaaed 
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from a mass of wliite cloud preciwly similar in shape to the horse- 
shoe mass of aurora of last night in the same place; and on watch- 
iug mure atteutively, I could see a very pale yellow arch rising 
from the ttune nuuSt and extending soutnerly to S. E. by S., at 
an angle of 30°. Afterwards several detiched roA'a/ clouds be- 
came visible, and more ih^n once I thought they differed much ijn 
brightness in the same point. 

On first seeing the needles move, it eccnrredto me that, though 
distant from it fifteen inches, the aieel in the works of the two 
chronometers mij^ht possibly be the cause; but on my remaining 
motionless for ten minutea, it went through the vibrations men- 
tioned above. 

At noon it was considerably agitated^ bat steadily, not jerking, 
and with the most gentle motion it went from 1*^ V £. to 0" 20' 

W., and settled at 0** 0'. Tliere were now many more cloiifh nf 
the same pale white filmy forni: the whole ot them coifiins; Irum 
the same mass at W. N. W., \\ lulc tlie wind, it may be remarked, 
was E. N. E. or (May 11. b> s). 

Not being satisfiedf respecting the chronometers, I left themi, 
together witli mv braces (which h:ui a ^mall polished buckle on 
each), in my tent, and at Ih. p. m. lound tlie needle tolerabljr 
steady at 0^ 10' i::.; but while I was looking, it moved to 0* 30' 
E., to 0<» 10' E., to 0*" (X, and I left it at 0*" SO' E. 

The weatlier was fine, the sun less bright than in the earlier 
part of the day, and the white clouds had become of a mor«* yel- 
lowisli tint, and diffused in three arches not unlike a common 
form of exhausted aurors« or that appearance it assames some- 
times after very rapid motion. At 2h. p. m., having the chrono- 
meters on as usual, I found the needh* steady at 0° 18' E. The 
sun wa« less clear, and the thermometer descending. Clouds 
white, generally dirtused. 

At Sh. p. H. It altered from O"* 5' E. to 0"* lO* E., and was tremu- 
lous. 

At 4h. it was steady at 0° 10' E. T!iermometer in the air 0**, 
and in the observatory + weather fine with light clouds, 

luucii the same as thoi^e already described. At 6h. a beam ruse 
from the W.N.W., and shot np towards the zenith* when the 
needle moved from 0° 2' W. to 0" 30' W. 

December Gth. — T!ir rather had been fn erra<?t all dav, with 
snow, and a strong breeze Irom S. W. Thermometer from -f- 134" 
to +9**, when at rh. p. m. it became calm, and the thermometer 
immediately fell to— 'i". 

At midnight there was a light air from E., a clear sky, and the 
aurora was «t»nerallv diffused. Tlie thermometer hadf fallen to 
»11", and on examination the needle was vibrating from 0° ftS' 
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W. A iMi^ oi aurora npeared at E», and it uiuveU to 0° 40' 
B., 0* 80' S., O^" 42* £^ Mid became stationary at 35' and 40" B. 
Some beams darted np from W., and the needle returnetl to O"* 
5' E. The aurora fh^ni '^eTicrr^llv diffttsod, and rather lainty 

when tile marked end remained at 0" 0'. 

A besiiu at N. E. cauited it to move 0^ 10' E.» where it titood a 
few teoeoda, but on some more beams vniting, so aa to form a 
mass at N. E., the needle directly moved to 0** 20' E. Again, 
the mass was dllfused in a tilmy form from E. fn W. b. S. and 
the marked end retroti:i-aded to O"' 0'. Another chaii^e to a con- 
centrated mass at B« N. B. took it from 35' to 48'. The avrom 
rgaln became spread, and the needle was statioiuuy tt 0^ 0'. 

December V!t!i. — At lOh. v. m. the weather was gloomy, over- 
cast, and < ;ilm, but troui Uie unusual brij^htnesa at a time of new 
moon, and tiie distiuctness with wliich objects appeared, tliere 
was ever/ reason to suppose the aurora was then very brilliant 
above the clouds. On entering the observatory I saw the needle 
vibrating rapidly to the ^ve^T^^ ;ird, and having taken tlie time, 
I6h. 57m. Os., chronometer number 1., I watched it move from 
©• 10' E. to 3' 20' W., to 10' E. to 2° 50' to 0° 40* W. , to 3* 
55' W., to O** 8' E., to 2" 30' W., to 20' E., to a** 30' W., to 0^ 
08' E., to 2^ 30' W., to 40' W'.. to 2° 50' W., to r 20' 
to 2" 20' W., to 1* 10' W., to 2<» 4<2' W., to I 55' \\ to -r 58' 
W., to 1^ 58' W., to 3** 10' W., U» 2^ 5' W., to 3 00' W ., to 
y 50* W.. to 3* 20' W.. to 8' W., to 2* 3^ W.. to 1* 35' 
W., where it remained stationary five seconds, and vibrated 
quickly to T 28' W., to 2* 10' to 1 4 V W., to V 58 , to 
1" 05' W,. to r 10' W.. to 0^ 40' W., to 55 \V., to 0" 18' 
E., to 0** 20' E., where it again became stationary only seven 
seconds, then moved slowly to 00° 00' still slower to O"" 20' W., 
to 00** 00', to 0° 15' AV., to 0^ 10' E., to 00° 00', to 0^ 12' E.. to 
0** 12' W., to 0° 5' W., and quicker to 0" 48' W., to V I I W., 
to 1^ 05' W., at which point it was steady three seconds, when 
it moved to 0" 58' W.. to 1** 28' to 1" 08' W.,to 1" 28' W.. 
to r 08' W„ to 1^ 28' W., to V 08' W., to 1" 15' W., to 0** 58' 
W., tt) V' OB' W., to 0^ 58' W., to 1° 00', wher<' it rrmained sta- 
tionary at l6h. 52m. OOs., making an interval ot htteeii minutes. 
I remained there till 17h. Om. Os., or a quarter of an hour longer, 
and it vibnted with diminished force between 1« 00' and O*" 
30' W. 

Januaiy rth, '{H^■^. — For nearly a month the needle had not 
been perceived to be affected by the aurora, which it may be 
proper to observe was always very faint, apparently high, and 



Its notitMi was nrelj detected, thougli, from sone diacrepiA* 
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cies in Ihc diuma! course of the needle, sirch an occurrence mxy 
be interred. At lOh. p.m. thisni^t, the sk^ was De&rijr eotirdj 
obeeoredk except at tke nertbem and ifeeteni hmmii abovie 
Idllt* At tiie nvner W4»% wme bright rajs, and it the latter a 
brilliant streaming maaa bf a reddish coloare<l nurora, which, a« T 
went to the observatoiy, flitted across the zenith to the eistwanL 

The needle was moring quick! j, and having marked it at 5* 
dO' B., I ran for Mr. King to watch the motion the aurora; 
aTi(! noting the time by chronometer (I7h. ;'^0m. 00s.], T ^nw 
necdU' move from 5° *30' E. to 2^ 00' K.. to 0° 40' E.. to 1 Cj 
E., to O** 10' W., to 0" W E., to 1" 40' a large mats darted 
up froin 8» ^iV^M and ftiied into Ihe tone or eoloar of tlie ik^ at 
the zenHli: 2° 35' E. to 1** 10' E., abeam from cast to west, pam- 
ing northerly at an angle of f^O^: I* 50' to V 40' E.. a hori- 
zontal narrow mass at an ansle of 15" E.: l** 55' E., 2* 15' 
V 25' E., 2*' 20' E., l** OC E., 2** 25' E., 1** 35' E., a beam shot 
ap from north, and, dividing itaeif into tliree branches, ex- 
tended to the S. W. hot i'Aon at an angle of iS**: 3° 00* E. to !• 
35' E., to 0° 50' K., to 1'^ 35' E., to 1° 10' E.. to 2** SO* K., a large 
mass from west to south: 2" 00' 2° 10 £^ 1** 55' E., coocea- 
trated mass due aouth, in magnetical meridian: needle nearij 
steady at 1* 40' E., 2" 00', steady five seconds: 1* W E. to 2* 
05' En a beam from N. E. to N., 0** 30' E.: needle moved slowlj 
to I" 05' E., O'^ 05' E., a beam N. E.: to r 10' E., to 0* 30' WT, 
to 0^ 40' E., to 0** 22' W., to 1° 40' E., and stool suddeuU at 0=- 
5'B.,tor 50* B.,beamfRNneaittoweat:«*trE^t»0(r«r. 
to 0*> 05' E., to O'' 22' W., corona at zenith: 1** 20' W., to 40* 
W., to 0° 05' W., to 1° 35' W., to V 10' W., to 2" 40' W., small 
concentrated mass over the observatory: V 50' to 2^ 5iy 
W., to 2" a W., narrow ardi from N. B* tazenHk: IfmrW,, 
slowly to 1* 50' W., mnckriower to «• W.. r 30' W., to «• 
00' W., a bright beam expanded into a narrow hori/.ontal masi;, 
10" high, fn)meast to we9t: 1" 40' W. to '2^ 05 , W., beams fmai 
6. E. to N. N. E.: r 25' W. to T 45 W ., some round patchea 
from E. to N. W.: needle steadj a few seeondi, then novedte 
r 20- W., to r 45' W., r 36' W., steady again, then to 2" ir 
to F 50' W., to 2' 05' W„ slo^vlv to 1° 54', to 1° 10' W., 
to 2° 05' W., to r 30' W., to 1° 4U \V ., where it remained 
ateadj fifteen seconds, and changed to 1" to 1" 40' 

to V* 55' W., to 1" 45' W., stationary at 1" 9(r and finailj 
fettled very slowly at 1" 00' W. The time was iiiei^ 17h. S4mL, 
158. , making an elaj^ed tim*' of '^4m . 1 5s. 

On returning to the house, 1 remarked tike total ditaupcarance * 
of the aarom, with the exeeptioii of a fhny light at B. 6. nd 
W« "Wlfh it had TauAed tiie denie ooienn^ of die whicli 
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was uow t)l a dark blue Goloar, and studded with twiakliog stars. 
Th« tharmometer ia the air waa **88|S and in Htm o h it nra toij 
^16!"» ami lhaiawaa alight bnaaefronW.N. W. At Uh. 

tiiere was no aurora. 

January 14th. — At 9h. a. m. mean of thermometen* — 59°; the 
sky clear in the zenitii, but musty about the horixoiu Needle 0^ 53' 
E. , slightly TibratiBg* Aa the sen raw above the adjaceaft bmniii- 
taio, it be^n to aiove between 1° 40' and 50' E. At lOh. p. M. 
thermometpf — 55°, sky dcpp blue, weather calm. The aurora 
was generally diffused from rays at N.W. b. N., and E. b. S. to 
ao attenuated arch across the zenith, emanating from N.E. b. E.^ 
ami eitendinc to W. Bot him the same point, and as far as dae 
east, rose a clear serpentine beam which took a southerly direc- 
tion at an an^lc of 25**, and terminated in an obtuse point at 
W. 8. W.» lugh. 8ome wreaths, aiui four very singularlr 
ihajped beiwM, were fhr a time apparently ilalioiiary at B* N. 8. 
aa« B., die latter were almost at right snglea to the arch. The 
needle was perfectly steady nt 0° l^' T.., but on retuminj; to the 
house, 1 could not avoid remarking a dull reddi^sh Ixam that 
darted up from £. b. N., and to which the othera near it seemed 
attiacted. It increaaed in iMi^tiiesa at ita n e a roa t poiat to the 
iMNrizon, which was aboat 8* hi^. The western part of the aith 
previously mentioned became faint, and thou^^h distinctly percep- 
tible, yet it was evident by its streamins^ towards the red iK-ani 
that it was concentrating at the east. I immediately returned 
to the needle, and foand it had changed frmn 0* 18' B. tolP 
E., where it remained, as did the aurora also in the same place. 

JariMarv 15th. — At Ih. p. m., on looking: at the needle it ap- 
peared to be stationary at 0*^ b' W., but on continuing to look, 
witiiout altering my position, I could detect it moving with the 
atmest atoadinesst and so gently as froold have escaped coommb 
observation: it was a full minute in retrograding to 0® 00', and it 
again advanced to 0° 5' \V. The weather was almost calm, or 
there mi^t be said to be the li^test air from K« N. E.j the skj 
waa blue, perfectly clear, and uie wn so bright, ta to make 1^ 
difference Detween the thenaonetereiposed to ita lajra and theoe 
in the shade, which wrrp —Af>^. \< I wished to convincr mv- 
self if my own person had not caustil the motion, though I could 
not see how it should, since the motion was horizontal, and my 
pontieo was in almoet a direct line with the ana ef the needle,! 
a|}plied mj linger to the ilaaa immediately before and on a level 
with the needle, and the instantaneous effect was that of n violent 
perpendicular, or what I have hitherto called a tremulous, action, * 
which dipped half tlie depth of the needle below the graduated 
99 
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arc of the insiininent. This cUil not alEeet tbe reading m^mdk 

waii fetill the same, viz. 0° 5' W. 

It lua^- b« obsen-ed, that the late iotcmse cold had chapped mw 
Inndfl to a painful degree, Init I had grcaied tbeaaa few iKmrs pre> 
^ouA to obiterviDg the needle. 

Februarv 9th. — At lOh. 20ni. p. m. the sky ii^almo«t entireir 
covered wuh curuscation^; but the luuat coomncuoiu wan^ a bnwd 
■erpeniine and liriglht arch extending from E. b. N. to W. bw 
ana along which there appeared at timea to be two carrenia m ac- 
tive mnfion from opposite poin?-*. 

I founil the lu'eUle vibrallug hteadilj as follows:— ()° 20' 
motion ot aurora hum W. to E.: 0" 05' E., motion W.: 0° 20' W., 
nndnlatini; notion W.: O** 05' W., 00" 00'. motion W. to R. acraaa 
the zenith: O"* 20' E.. a bright ardi at E.. 10** broad: 0" 10* S« 
slight motion over the /.enith, then the motion wa"* from W. to 
the zenith, 00° 00 : berpenime motion across zenith from W. to 
E., 0<* 40' E., 0<* SO' E.: notion over zenith, O*" 10' E.: notion 
fnmi W. to E., not bejond zenith, OO"" 00'. The braad arch a«w 
moved soutlierly, at an angle nf and at the same time there 
was a briirht niar^s at H.'E^ 0 :ii K.: tla<ihea flitting saddeaij be- 
tween b. L. and E., 0 10' E., 1 ^0' E. 

Motion over zenith fron W. to E., 0" SO* B. to 1" 00* nw- 
rally diffused and very active: an undulating mass at N. B»S^ 
SO' 'to 0" 20' E.: bridit mass at S.E., 0° 40' E. to n CO K.: gene- 
rally <lift'u8ed but still bright at S.E., 0° 10' W.: beam* at W. f>» 
£5' W.: beama at N. £., OO*' 00': serpentine waving across z^mth 
firmn W. toE^ in an arch, 00<*00' to €^i5'E.s WW, nMa 
westward. 

Mass at AV., extending easterly, witli a rapid motion from W. 
to 1° 00' to C* 30' 1° 10' E., to 0° S5' E.: a br^t maaa 
at E^ V Sttr E.: motion W. to E., 1<* OO' to 00* 30' E, 1** SO* B. 
to 0° 35' K.: a Waving band, motion over zenith* little m0ti«a« (I* 

20' E.: iKitrhes genernlly ditVii'^rd , ori- 

Coruiia at zetiitl), which changed into six figriresi, each similar 
to the letter S, presenting the appearance of m many iinake» 
twisting with amazing swiftnesa, 00^ 00' to 0* 15' W.: no niotii», 
0** 05' E.: patches A\ . to E., southerly, 0'^ 35' E., 0^ 30' E.: no 
motion, 0' -2<y K., >t;ifinnary. Hap-^ed time, 32m. At the ter- 
mination, the aurora was generiiiiy dtll'ui»cd N. and S.; streaky, 
noCionlcsa and dull. Thermometer — Sr^; calm; sky, blue. 

February 10th. — Ai lOh. p. m. there was an extremely brilliant 
arch, of n serpentitic tnrm, evtenditii; from \V. bv S. to E. hv N.. 
but there was no motion, and the lu edle was unaflected h^-voni 
10', viz. from 0' 40' to 0* 50' E. At i ih. iOm., however, lixc au- 
ram aanmed an amazing Tariety of forma, thong^ the moat im- 
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pO!«in<; was & fringed and zig-zagM undulatinu; arch, composed of 

numlj^'i !p^h bright rays in tlu' flirt^ction of the dippin<r nj'e<!lt», but 
flitUntc wilU tucredibie swiftness in a lateral diaxUuii trum ^V. 
toE. 

From 0" 40* E. to 0' 05' W.. motion IV. to E.: r 0' E.. 0= 20 
K,, 00" 00', no visible motion: 0" 20', motion K. fo W.: 0° 30' 
K. to 00"^ 5' - a|>[)<'arir<«»: :ind <lisaj)|H>arin«j, motion W. to 

E.: 0 io' VV., 0 Lo iL., moliou fc. to W.: 20 E. ioQ 18' W.. 
no motion: 05' waving arch S. W. to B.: 0* 45' 0* 55' 
W., 0^ 40*, bright arch S. E., generalljdifiUsed: needle Knuinod 
stationary 5s.: 0** lo' E. 00" 00', little movement of neofllo, faint 
corona at z«oidi: 0^ 08' W., 0° 30' W., 0° 25' W., slowly to 0" 
40* 0» 45' W., arch W. to E.. ht an ari«le of 30" northeriy: 
0» 45' W., almost stationary, a beam S.: 0^ 45' W., 52 W., 
atotionary: O'' 50' W.. 0^ 38' W., arch W. to K. b. N.: 0° 00' 
, W., jiteady. Klapsed time, 2'2m. Th«'nnometer, air —^4% in 
observatory — IS'^j weather, calm; sjty, biue. 

On going ont from the needle, I obsenred the southern portton 
of the heavens to be more or less occnpied by beams, and rays at 
right angles to them, or in the majjnetic position of due north 
and south. But north wards, ut an ati^lc of lO"* N. E^ was a 
bright waving double band, which alto ^med a part of tlw same 
original arch that extended from E. N. E. to W. b. S. 

The inci'easing brilliancy of the double band induced me to 
revisit the needle, «iupposing that I should find if sotth where near 
00" 00' or zen»f but, so far from this, it had not moved, and re- 
mained still steady at 0^ 55' W.: from it might be inferred'a 
negative or repulsive action, in opposition to our former 0|^iuons, 
mentioned in VniTiklin's last narrative, of an attractive or posi- 
tive action to the nearest situateil aurora. I'hc brightness of the 
bvad remained the same on my return to the house. 

March 8th.r— For many days past the needle has evinced a rest- 
les«ncs«i and vibrating action cone-ipondiue; to its motion when 
aftected by tlie aurora: but as in some cases it luis changed its 
position, diough with acceleration, after the sun has risen, 
and become stationary after it had set, I have been at a loss to 
aoeonnt for its unusnal activity, tim whole of these twenty-four 
hoars in particular, except by supposing the invisible presence of 
the aarwa in full day. 

The sky was blue and clear, with a few cloods of fleecy white- 
ness, and at each time of observing, 1 found it impossible to de> 
tect the faintest moving substance in the heavens; still, however, 
the needle kept constantlv making unequal arcs, and 1 watched 
it in the hope of seeing it assume some fixed point, unul 1 was 
fiurly tired ont. At 7h. p. m., it being "twilight gray,*' but with 
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a piurpliBh blue tint oyer head, a verj faint reddish aurnrm coaU 
be with difficulty distioguiibed. This becaae waon dcM* m Ike 

night darkened, and at 9h. 54in. 00s. p. m., some clouds at 8. W. 
and E. were ilhiminated exactly similar to the effect produced by 
the moon when rii>ing. Tlie ueedie was agitated, and mored only 
15' backward fuid forward iiiiMMD«ch that I lold Mr. King, wka 
was waiting outside the observatorj, that there was no occasion 
for him to starj but when 1 wa!^ about to return to the hou-^, I 

rrceived «iOTne very tliin tilmyraj s flit with great t^wittuehs front 
8. W., at a curve of 18'^, to E. b. S.: here they became united 
with the illumined part, which they seemed to set into omm- 
diate and violent motion; at the same instant the 8. 8. W. quarter 
was left in darkness, while the eastern tr^owad in one brilliant 
mass of wbirlins aurora. Having called to Mr. King^l ma to 
llie needle, whioi was mflifiiig very ouickly to iht caitwai4» Ic 
went from 0^ 10' E, at oucc to 2*" 0' E. , to S'' 15 to IC K.. 
arch E. to W. across the zenith: 2° 40' to 2' 05' E., hrnm S, 
\V. : 2*" 50', luminous in the south: S"* 10 E., anli K. to h. W ., 
motion S. W. to E.: 3° 00' to 3° 18', arch E. to i5. W. over 
lemth: 1« 55' arch in notim & W. to B. over xemtli, l^fSOr 
E. : arch S. W. to N. E. acm zenith. 3* «5' E. : 9^ 20' E.. 3* 
15' E., arch S. W. to E. over zenith, and another 8. W. to 8. E., 
at an angle of 80°: 3« 30' E. to 10' E., 4° 00* E., 2" 15' E., 
•rek «v«r xcnhh: l*" 55'B.. motion 8. W. to E.: VWIL^S* 
WE., lo 40' E., 2** 40 E., r 40' E.. 4*^ 10', motion W.to 
N. E.: 5° 30' E. to 5° 50' E., 30' E., motion due K. along the 
aame arch: 0^ 55' E., 1^ 30' E., 0^ 3.V K., r 50' E., 0" 3U' K., 
V 25 E., 0^ 10' W.. 1* 15 E.,0 OJ E., i- :^'E..averv irregular 
aroh 8. W. to E., alan. ancle of 45^': O*" 9CK E., 0° ^IT ll^^CMr 0(K, 
l« 40' W., V 40* W.. r 00' W.. V 50' W., V 10' W., lumi- 
nous appearances generally diffused in patches: 0° 30' W., bri|;ht 
at W. 8. W.: V 00' E., a concentrated mass at the zemth, mo- 
tion southerly to the horizon: 0** 50' E., 00"* 00', the mass travel- 
ling south: O'' 20' E.. 0*" 10' \V.. 0" 30* R, !>• W W., ftS' E., 
0" 08' W., O'' 20' E., 0' 28' W. faint, no motion: 0* 10' W.. 0^ 
40' W., 0" 20' W., O** 50' E., 1° 00' K.. ma>s W. «. W.t 0' 50' 
E., when it was stationary five seconds, and then moved &io« i> 
io€P40'E^O*5(KEn a(m«ion«7 five aeconda, 0^ S<K E., 45' 
E. , O*" 30' E^ 0* 50* E., Inmimmt appearance S. 8. E. : 0^ tT 
0° vr W., luminous appearance from 8. S. E. to ¥.. S. E.. m 
angle of 15°: 0° 05' E.. 0" 35' E., 0° 15' E., 0" 40 E., 0 5u E.. 
O"* 40' E.. O*' 55' E., O** 40' E., r 00' E., light appearances from 
W. to N., overcast: 0° 30' E.. O^* 40' E., 0^ 20' B.» aiT En 
0° 05' E.. 0^ 25' E., 0"^ 20' E. Here 1 finished, and, on going 
* o«it» found the sky of ercast, thou^ some few aliri wore Jn« 
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viriUe. Ike awnm was then m bint, thai the fadMe light from 

a lantem with one pane of ^lass preventeil my '^pt-irt!:: it; but, as 
the n««die was slili in motion, ( naturally coiiceiveii Uiere must 
be tame cause for it, and having coucetfed the light by placing 
the lioton under mj cloak, I covUI then baral;^ nake out a very 
ftimj arch at S. W., which, however, soon vanished. The teni' 
peitftwe ealaide wafi — 14°, inside — 4^; calm, overcaat* 
Time at beginning, i6h. Ollm. 00s. 

ending 16 SS 40\ 
Interval 00 24 40 

April 4th. — For the Inst three weeks the apnearanre of the 
aurora ha*? hpcn tamt. ami with compai'sitivt'lv little motion. The 
needle in consequence iias been laas adecteil in the eiLtent of the 
ton ef Hi area, tlfi»vg)b, as maj be seen h^ a reference to the 
regist»', it has seldom been completely statioiiarj. Sometimes I 
have remarke<1 a fjiiirk vit}rntf)rv ination of unequal nrc^ dnring; 
the day, the extremes ot which will be found to be always noted 
in their proper colours^ at otfaera, a Mch neaker action nas been 
exerted, when the needle has remained a few seconds at its ex- 
treme eastern or \ve<»tem limit, then receded perhaps !(»'. nrl- 
vanrp<l 5', n!ul ajijain deflected beyond its zero: and, finallv, tlinv 
arc times wiien its motion is so slow, even, and regular, tiuit a 
haaty ehaerver wonid mdouhtedly connder It to be eteadj^ 
tiMNif^, by keeping; tlie eve to the telescope, it will be seen to 
alter its |>osition 5' or 8', hut, as I have just rrmarked, with Hficli 
an extremely gentle action, that it miglit easily escape detection. 

At lOh. p. H. this day, I iraa struck by an unusual bri8:htne8« 
of the snow when I went out of the house, and on tarain:: l ound 
percei«"ed that it was the effect of a brilliant arrh extendiiit; from 
the N. K. to the oppn<;ifr horir.on. The "^ky was of a jMile bhie, 
the stars visible, but a tiun veil of mist dimmed their brightness. 

At 16h. d4n. 00a. the needle riieired the fiilloiring diff^- 
CDcei>— From 1" 40' K. to 1« SfT arch E. to & acraaa 
the tLenith: S8' E., 45' E., concentrated mass at the zenith, 
and patches E. to S. W.: 1° £0 E., r 45' bright at S. S. E.: 
!• 55' E., 1' 51' E., arch E. to zenith: I'* 30*, arch E. to W. at 
an angle of 10° (southeriy): r 30^ B., l"* 45' £., corona at the 
zenith: 1° 40' E., convolvin"; circular mas*i at E., 1° r>0*E., mass 
tnivcllinu; S. W.: 1^ 40' E., steady for a few seconds, bands f;e- 
ner&ily difltised: V 50', bright to the eastward: 2^ 00 K., 2^ 05' 
alight BMitian 8. W. to E., 8° 85' K.: serpentine motion over 
the ccnilh: brigfitar to the westward, r 30 E,, 1<* 40' E. : a 
wavin2; arch over the zenith E. to W., travellin^^ f?. W. at an 
altitude oi 45°, 2° 5' K.: motion S. W., a circular band, 1° 55' 
E.: N. W. bri^t, 1" SC E., 1° 45' E.: an arch from N. W. to 
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& W. At tn angle of 40*^, 1° £5' t*" 40' E. : motioo w«^w.«, 

l** 20' E.: 10 12' E., 1** 50' E., an arch from N. E. to the zenith. 

1 5' E.» 2"* 0' E., 2° 20' E.: mass westerly, 2'' 0' E.: the nf^We 
now became very tremulous, 1" 45' E.» 1° 15' E.: a mass (%iui to 
the 1* 35' B., !• J»' E., 1« 38' 1* 88' E., V 49f E^ !• 
25' E., l** S5' E.: idau brightening to the westward, l*" 10' 
r 20' E., r 02 E.; mass W. S. W. to N., at an angle of S<f, 
1° Iti' E., 1" OB' E., 1° 45' E., 1" 20' E., 1° ^55' E., T 10 F.. 
1" 28' E., 0° 58 E., V 15' E., 0 48 E., 0' 5J E., 0 £0 a 
small patch at 8. B., 0^ 15'.E^ 0° 05' E.. 0 15' 0** 05' 0^ 
aO' B., 0" 04' W.: 0* 40' W.. the sky was overcast? the little of 
the aurora that was discernible was verr faint aiul without mo- 
tion: 0*' 12' \V., 0° 48' W., bands at S. E.: 0 10 W.^geriendlv 
diffused. 0" 05' W.. ©• «5' W., O'' 08' W., patches 8. W. 
8. E.: 0^ 50' E., O'' 28' E., this last ▼ibration was Tery slow, arch 
passing; l'rt)m E. S. E. to W. "NV. across the zenith: 0^ 10* B^ 
where it becauR' stt^ady, anil the aiiioi u faded awa^. 

Time atbeginuiug IGh. 5£m. 208. 

eDcUng 16 84 00 

Interval 28 20 

Teniperature of the air, -j- 4"; of observatory, IT. Skv, pale- 
blue, nui»ty; weather, calm. 1 may mention that the ueedle in- 
variably mored easterly or westerly some seconds befwe Mr. 
King could perceive any change in the anroiai and which fre- 
quently occasioiu'd nie to call out, "I'm >nre there must be some- 
tlung moving," ''Look S. \V." &c., and as rrrf^uently have I had 
an answer, "There is uulhing but a laint beam W., E.,'' dLc; 
which, in pmnt of fact, was probably the very cause of tha 
mentof the needle. I ehould not have stated this daily 
rence, except for the purpose of sliowirii; the nice drlirnf v of the 
instrument, and the ililUcullv the outride observer wiii always 
have in detecting the first motion of the aurora. 

Novemher 7th.«-*The needle bad been vibrating all day until 
rh. p. M., when it became steady at 9h.45m.: however, tlic whole 
skv was more or !e»i> covered with aurora, in the form of beams. 
Sjpiral and fringed bantis, rays, and brilliant masses, which latter 
flitted to the opposite extremes of W. 8. W. and B* b. N. alter- 
nately, and not unfrequently made tangential movements froai 
nrnrthe /.enith to N. and S. ; a few streaky but eitremely attenu- 
ated narrow clouds were in a pOHttion across the zenith, and a 
black mass was slowly rising from the westward. On vioiiiog 
the needle, I fonnd it in rapid motion from 2<* 00' W. to S*" 4V 
W., to 4° 10' W., to 4° 00' W., a beam shot ap from 8. W.: ^ 
30' W. flitting mntinn E. and W.: a mass r<w<' from the western 
horiion to 70" altitude, 1" 50' W.: a bright mat»s westward, i"* 
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4(K VT.; which tfterwards formed a fringed band from N. to W.: 

arch from R. fn wmth, 1° 50' W.: to W., beams from a 

luminous ma^ti \V. to /.enith: 1° 40' W., a bright U;am S.: faint 
motion N. to W.: «• 40* W.. SO* W. 4(f W. . aurora ftint: 
•light morton 8. W., l ° 50* W.: man W., ft* 30' W., 50* W., 
2^ 10' V r,5' W., beam north: 1" 00' V 32' W.. no 
aurora westerly: 1* C^0' W., 2" 10' W., a beam N.: l** 40' W., 
2* 00' W 2' 40 W., a band E. to N. : 2' 00 W., to 2° 50 W 
SO 05' W., 40' W., 05' W., an irregular fringed band from 
10** to 20* altitude, with a movement from E. to W. : 3° 05' 
faint: 2° 40 \\ .. 3° i'n W.. pencilled ravs at E. b. N., motion 
E. and W. alternately: o 00' W., 2** 50' \V., 2*' 20' W., 2° 45' 
bright at N.: 2° 30' W., 2° 55' W., 2° 35' W., 3'' 00' W., 
IP* 50* "W., to 3" 00' W. a bright band from E. to N. stationary, 
become faint: S.V AV., motion E. to N. : 2^ 40' W., e 30' 
W., needle stead v: a laint band E. N. K. tn K., nnivin^jj slowly 
between 2^* 3o' VV ., and 3^ 00' W.: a small bami at E., at an 
angle of 15% 40' «• ftS^ W.. «• SO' W.: a eloud from W. 
gradually obscured the band, 2^* 00' W., 1** 50' W., 2° 05' W., 
1^ 4B' W., 2^ 00' W., P 4.V W., r 52' W., l"* 40' needle 
tremulous, 1" 30' W., E. b. N. to N.E., at an angle of 15° orilv: 
a patch N. E. on blue sky, 1° 25' W.. 1° 10' W.. stationary at 
!<> 05' W. , band disapjieared. The stars were bright in the clear 
apacei»but not visible in the aurora. 

Time at beginning 15h. 57m. 058. 

ending 16 19 00 

Intenral 21 55 

Thermometer, observatory, + S!8*, air. + 27°. Wind S. W. 5. 
At Ifth. 40m. OOs. the sky was overcast, no stars, but cv^hi Itimi- 
nouB spotH were seen at N., at an angle of 15% and a iuuunooa 
horizon at VV. S. W. 

November Slst^The needle had been steady the greater |iart 
of the day, and at lOh. p. m. it was 0° 12' E. At midnight die 
coruscations presented a beautiful appearanrf' of rnncentnc pHU- 



firom W. b. N. to E. At the last point tbey would sometimes 

conrenfratf intf> imr brilliant rrKliatins mass, rinfl in all instant 
shoot out into iriuititorm and ect entrie shapes towards* llie /.enilli, 
while vivid rayi* of a perceptible deep red and yellow colour 
danced in spiral lines to the opposite horizon. On going to the 
observatory, the needle was in active motion; I found it at 0° 30' 
W. , the principal mas*« of aurnrrj beinj* also in that quarter; the 
motion of some rays at the time bemg from W. to E. Itsucces- 



sirelj changed from 30' W., to 0*" 50' W., to 0<» 15' W.: a 
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bright irregular arch from W. to zenith, 50' W.: minv rsvs 
and flashes at 1° 0' W. to 0* 30' W., to T 10- W: a bruirt 
nuuM at W., I»t without motioii, 40^ W.to 1*45' W.: mumm 
motion from W. to xenith, 1° 0' W., tol"* SO'W.: a feint irreg»- 

larly fringed arch, exteiitlini!; from E. nrross the zeuith to S. \V- , 
0° 40' W. to 1° 25' W. to 1 r W., ;i bini mass withnut rnotion 
from W. to S. W., 0' 45' W., I 05 W.: conceuuic ardteai 
fiom W. to xemth. 0*> 35' (r* 50' W., to 0*" W.: a int 
irregular mass from W. to S. W., 0" 30' W., to 0« 55' W., O* 
40' W.0<' 55' W.t to O** 40' 0^ 55' and rated at 0" 
40 ' W. 

Time at beginning ISh. OTm. 00a. 
emUDg 18 14 80 

Interval 7 !^() 

Thermometer, observatory, -f 22°, air, 25°; wind S. W. &| 
weather clear, moon visible. 
Beecnbor Sd^Tlw noodle liad bon ateadj lU daj, and at Tib 

p. M. H was 0*" 08' E. At lOh. p. M. there waa a bright display of 

the aurora in the form of undulating; hand^. rompO'*t'd pnnripaUj 
of connected rays, and manv beams as weii as tlashe& were plea- 
tifully dispersed. The needle moved from 20' to I*' 00" W., 
rays over the venith: to 0<* SO' W., metioti W. to B.: 0" 15* B.» 
to 0** 05' K., to 0** 30' E., to 0°. 00'» mass W. to E.: an arch over 
zenith, 0" >r K . : a serpentine arch over zenith, 0** 28 E., 0' 00': 
a bright band over zenith, O"" 15' £. to 0"" 12' W.: some bru^t 
beams from W., 0*^20' W.: mass W. to E., O^* OO' to 0** 95' W.: 
needle steady at O*" 20' W.: bright at extrenca of band W. and 
E., 0" 55' W.: bright at W., T ^0' W.: ravs flitting from W. 
to N., r 30' W.: bright nia^s iVom W. to N., r 55 W. to 0^ 
56' W.: beams in active motion all round, and brii^t at; \V. 1^ li' 
Ww, serpentine arch over zenith: mass fron I^towaidancBlCh 
at an angle of 6o^, 0* 30' W. to 1* 00' W. : notion W. to E., 
and E. to W., 0° ^o W,: to 0° 45' W,: motion W. to E., 
0" 55' W.: bright mass at E^ 0° 25' W. to O"' 50* W.: metien 
W. to B., 0" 38' W., to !• 00* W.. to (f 35' W.. to 0» 55* W.: 
blight rajs N. W., 1° 20' W.: arch W. to 55' W. to 

1" 10' W., to 0" 45' W.: arch W. to S. E. over zenith, n« 42* 
W.: bright mass nt K., 0"^ 40' W., 0" 32' to 0° 45' W., 
geoerally diflused, and steady at 2," 40' W. 

• Time at begioiiiogt 1 A* 09m. 00a. 

endinf, 16 21 50 

Inttrval. ><> 
Thermometer, observatory, — 27° f air, — id'*. VV eatber, cairn 
and fine. 

December iSth^At lOh* ». on goinr to the needle, whkh, 
from ito having been steed/ at zero at 4. r. »|aad «t 0* W 
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W« at rh. p. M., 1 expected tu fiiul at zero again, 1 was surprised 
to observe, on the contrary, that it was at 1° 50' W., from which 
it moved to I** 25' W., and ihen continued to vibrate sc«nilv be- 
tween that and l"" 35' W. The skj was perfectly clear/with 
the eiceptioD of a horizontal light cload doe N., but which htA 
not the appearance of those dark zny or light filmy clouds, that 
seemed on c»'rfai?i or( H«ion8 to innncnce the nee<11e. The moon 
was bright, and 1 liad, according to custom, looked carefully 
for Mrom wRhout detecting any, before entering the ebienratory, 
I WM tlie more pttzzled te eccoant for tnch an eccentric nMive- 
TiK^iit in the needle, w-ithout any apparent disturbinj; cause. At 
the moment it occurred to me, tluit the clear nhiningof tlie moon, 
which was at N. E., and the fineuetib oi ihe night altogether might 
prevent me from distingnishing any rayt or beams that mig^t 
nevertheless be f ittioc about. I tberelbre looke<l again from 
different j>oint-' around the ohiservatory, but ^vithoTlt perceiving 
the least vesli^e ut aurora, arid consequently ihougljt il mif^ht be 
attributable to tiie continuance of tlie webterly wind; for during 
ha prevalence, for three days past, the needle had ihown a dis- 
position to keep to that quarter: baton ceCting in the dark »hait 
of the house on my return, I innTie^liateTv saw two reddish riwf 
and a lung slender beam at S. W . projecting towards the 7.enitn, 
neither of which was visible in the moonlight or out of the sliade. 
This appeared to answer for the deflection of the needle, and te 
give some clue to its freqaoit distttftance daring the day, as hsa 
iMBen already noticed. 

December 21aL — The n^dle had been moving almost all dajf 
tlie weather extremelj cold to the sensation owing te a fresh 
breeze from S. W., attended by a gloomy and misty atmosphere. 
There was more or less aurora at 7)\. v. m., and lOli., but at mid- 
night it e]^hibited one of the most hrillinnt appearances I ever 
remember to have witnessed, displaying at the same time a 
remsrkably deep l!iifte«olonred tinge, mt oecame grsdoatsd into 
mm^e and faint tfelUno, which seemed to vanish into ydt-whUe, 

To n;iv«' anv thm^ like a corrc* t idea of phenomena perjM^ttjnlly 
alteriii;; tlieir torm, and preseniin;; several striking; a]»jK'arance» 
at Uie same inntant of time, muht be obviouti, Uiough perhaps it 
ma? be reonislte to stete ttat timv were two connecting voinit 
at jB. and JF, b. S. , from and to which the great current flowed 
in various ^hiiped arches, /rf/'^'-n/' irres^iiiar or comjxjsed of 
rays, or bi*ams, or streaming; in a quick and regular How, or mov- 
ing in spirals, or, lastly, thrown into collatend parts, wmdl of n 
. sudden would dart at a tuieent towards the northern or sootheni 
horizen, beoene dispersed into separate, and to the eye onesn- 
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nected parts, and then witli the »peed of thought coaceuir«4e 
oDce nunre at W. md S. 
The needle I fuuiid laovinc with a velocity that must have 

takrn it apilnst the >iiK of tne instrument, had not a ro'irJ»'r- 
intluence in the rapid and eccentric tracks ot the aurora |»re- 
vtjiutd it. 1 went trom 0" 30* E., to 1° (X)' to 0^ 40' E., V 



0(y W., 0" Oir to 0° 40' W.; bright at W. O** V nolMi al 

W.. 0*" 20' E.; moving N. Irom W., 0"* 00'; motion acroM the 
zenith from W. to K., 0" SO' W„ 0« 00'; bright bands from W. 
to E., 0"* 40 E., 0* 15' W.} motion westerly, iO 0' 30' 

0* 60' B, <>• 10' motion W. to E., 0<* SO' OP 5' 
ifcflrft/on.O*' 55' E.. 0" 10' K., 0' 30' E., 0° 8' W. : motion N. W. 
N. to E. 0** 38' E., 0** 5' W., 30' E., 0' 0', 0=* 3o' E.; a war- 
ing arch over /.enlth: spiral beams from E. to W., and Uierallj 
to the nortlierii aud iioutliern huri/.oua, 0^ 10' E. to 0^ 20' \V.,cF* 
Si' W., 0« 05' 0» flO' W., 0" 3a' W., 0» fiO* W^0» 40' 
r 00' W. motion, W. 0* 55' W., O'' 10' W., 0" 40' W.,0« 20^ 
W.J bright at W. and N.. O"* 15' W.j motion W. to E., r m 

0° 35' 1° 00' W.J motion W., 0° 15' W.j luotuMi M,. to 
W. 0" 55' W.; a flitting motion orer zenith to E., 0° SO' W.. o» 
50' motion N., 0^ 20' W., 0" 48' W.,0° 20' W.. 0* 55' W., 
ravs W., 0° 40' W., f)" 55' W.j motion W. to E., 0' 18 W, 0^ 
20' W., 0** 10' W.| motion W. to N., 0^ 30' W.; no nwtion per- 
ceptible, 0° 05' E., O'' 05' W.. 0= 05 E.. 0^ 10 W.jbrighi at W., 
OP OS' E^O^ SS' W.| notion oIWmO* V9 WhQP U'W^OT 
10' W., 0' 15' W., 0» W W. 

Time at beginning 18h. lOin. 0()?>, 

ending 18 26 00 

Interval 16 00 

Tbennometer, observatory^ — ^26**. air, "-^^ calai and cfoMf 
■won brij^ht, and a dark-blue sky. Aurora apparently Jow. 

DecemlxT '2'2nd.— The dajr had been cold and mi«tv. r\nd the 
needle wai» more or lesa i^tated, having be^ ^^tcaiiv Imi twic«. 
At lOlu p. «. tho aurora una bright eren tliroas;^ ton «itt» aMi 
was itMMraUjdiffttiod 8^ E^ and W.» though handa of qnickl j 
movinfr rays were travelHn« westerly at tl»<' thnr I wa^ entering 
Uie observatorj. Tlie needle was vibrating Iram 3^ VV . to 4" 
40' W., aurora beoune concentrated, with a southerly BMXioa, 3^ 
55' W.. 4^ 00' W.: Ml iffenlarinaitia nuilBMi frooi & to W« 
and a thick migt came on, 3^ 10' W.;maM seen through the miit 
at E., 3° 30' W. J a faiiit band with raya from S. E. to W., at an 
angle of t>0°, passing bouOieriy. 3° 00' W.; a band N. W. to E., 
40' E.5 notkm 8. to 4» 50* «• W., 1» 55* W,| 
faint S. W. to W., V 55' W., r 20' W., 1" 30 W., !• V9 
0« 05' W.j a bMid N. W. ioN,E^O» 15' W.£uBt^ 
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at S., 0* 00'. 0" 20' W., 0° 20' W. The aurora was again 
briiHitenin^ when, from my fingers being nearly frozen, I wns 

obliged to leave off. 

Time at beginning 16h. 15m. SOs. 

emting 16 84 00 

Interval H 30 

Thermometer, obsiervatorv, — 44^, aii , — '^'2". Calm antl n i^ty. 

December 23d^ — Tbere had been aurura all the eTeoiiiK, and 
at lOh. p. H. the needle was in fetiglit motion nt 0^ 4ff, YT, At 
midnight the aurora was generallj di8natd| the principal stream 
bein^ at anil extrnflin;!;; almost across the T.enith to W. b. S. 
It flowed in three distinct bands, which separated or forked into 
three others, who^e faint extremitiea expanded Si)'', and were 
there joined by an irregalar band of rajs that completed the 
semi-circle. The needle moved from 1** 40' W. to 2" 20' W. ; 
bright at S. W., 1° 55' W., 2^ 15' W., l" 58' W.j motion W. N. 
W. to S. E., 2^ 12' W., l" 55' W., 2" 10* W.; faint mass at 
a l»5r W.,«»05'W..l»50'W.j8pindbnndN.E.t»EH 
2*' 00' W., 55' W.. V 58' W., 1° 48' \V., P 55' W., V 48' 
1*' 55' W.: mntifm N. to K., IMS' W. , r 55' W., 1* 48' W. 
Time at be^inniug, irh. 59iu. 00s. 
■ I ending 18 03 30 
Intwal 24 40 

Temperature, clneiTntorj* ^9^9 air»^8^. Cnlm,lilne sky^ 
and misty. 

December 25th^At db. a. m. the needle was vibrating in the 
aane manner as when the aomra was preaent; and the tky %nu 

clear, except an arch of very streaky and filmy clouds which 
extended from W. across the y.cnith to E. Tlii' resembbn ro to 
the coruscation'* was perfect, but I could not detect any iimiion; 
yet the needle uidicjiicd audi; for it varied in the readings be- 
tween 0** 30' B. and 0^ 55' B. at nomi: a light main of clood 
remained at E. b. S.; the sun was bright, about S° 30' high, and 
a light breeze prevailed from E. b. N. (truehstill the needle was 
moving between l** 10' E. and 1° 30' E. Thermometer, obser- 
fulburj, -^Si", w*\--37*', sun. 36. 

Jaoaary lStlk*-*Tliere waa a calm nearly all day, the weather 
8omeftmp<< clear, somt'timr'^ ovrrrnst, and the needle h id hri'n 
found alwavs vibratiner sliuvly and unequally. At lOh. v. m. the 
moon wasdimlv seen through the gray ha/.e tliat overcast the sky: 
it bore B. I lonnd the needle moring at 1** 00' B., and immem- 
ately ran out, bat could not detect any aurora, except by a soft- 
ened flaky appearance for a moment nt S, K. , at an an^le of 
about 45**; on my return, the needle was stiU vibrating at 1° 2o' 
E., from which it went at once to 7^ 50^ B., tha lartheit I ever 
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saw; it then returned to 6° 40' E., to G'' 00' F... to 6"^ 20' F.^ to 
4" 50" E., to 5° 00' K., to 1° 30' E., to 2^ 25' E., to 05' E., t» 
2° 00' E., to 1° 25' E., to 2^ 55' E^ to 12' E., to 3^ 00' K.« l» 
1(K E., to fi" 00* En to 1** 40'B^ to 2« S.. to 0<» to 

0" 30' W., to 0° 02' W.. to 0*» 20' to 0'» 30' E., 0^ 20' E.. 
r 00' E., O** 30' E., 1° 20' E., r 05' E., 1^ 15' E., 0° 50' E., 1" 
02' E., 0° 35' 0** 00', 0° 40* 00 \\\, 0" 40* 0* 

30' W. 

Time at begamiiiig 16li. COou OOt. 
en&ig • 16 flO 00 

Intenal 11 00 

Thermometer, observatory, —17°, air, — 20''. W ind N.R. 8. 
Wealher, overcast and iiaxj. The antiin was bright b afa e it 
wasovercait 

February 1st. — The ^vcathrr had been particularly fine ami 
clear all day, thou<;h tlie needle li id been either ^jIo%v1v moving:, 
or tremulous, or swagging, which i term agitated, i he Min wat 
bright, and had Ihe newer to make a ffifSnence of 36* b etmu i 
tin- ihennometer at tne north and south sides of the ebainfito>T> 
At 7h. p. M. there was a faint diffusion of aurora, apparvnffy 
high, the needle was tremulous — 3" 02' W., but at loh. r. n. the 
thermometer had sunk to 50" and the aurora presented the most 
brilliant appearance I ever qaw at so low a temperature: the 
main stream rose in a narrow but vivid column at E. b. N., and 
after making a zig-/.a^ bend to E., pursued a direction to W. in 
an uuduiaung arch 70^ N. : but from the westward there were 
no leM than seven distinct parts of arcs, isseing fiea intlwr 
condensed colamn, of a dull red and orange mixed with yellow. 
TIk'^c :irrs hnd ati riltitiuir trtim 20" to 50", ^tretchin^ towanls 
the S. K., where 1 observed several bright rays: all of tho«e K. 
and W. were mure or less tinged with the colour I have men- 
tioned, hot beyond, or what I sbonld denominate higher, were 
many cold white filmy rays or bands. On examination I foand 
the needle 8tranir»'ly acfed on, which was shown bv \ho quickness 
and sudden checks or dead stops it exhibited, according to the 
- current and coonter-corre&t of the prevalent band er stresa. 
One Act I was glad to ascertain, viz. that the marked eml of tlw 
needle was at 1"" '^0' W., ^vhen the most pfuvrtTuHv fnnrrntmt»"fl 
aurora was at K. b. IN. ( tnajrnctic), both rising mio aiT-s the 
former (northerly) to W. at an angle of 60% the latter (souilierly) 
fiiintljto8.W. Pindiiigllmt the needle onlj vibrated at diftr- 
ent arcs between 0« 50" and 1** 20* W., I >vent out to watch the 
mofioii of the aurora, when it underwent transitions of form, 
from streaming arches to spirals, zig-zag, convoluted, and imle- 
Bcribable ban& of rays, and beuns altogether so eccentric and 
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beautiful, as to exceed the visinns of the most rxitherant imag;i- 
iiatum. CoroTKr were frequent, ami as every pari >vns in rapid 
motiun. It wiii be readily conceived it wast no emy task to decide 
OB tiM Correct ooei and all tliat was evident to me, naj be 
simply called two cvneiiia in direct epiioiitioii* aometimes along 
double baruls or arches, and as often existin'j: in a sing;le arch, 
though iu tiie latter case I remarked that the paramount motion, 
if from the westward, for instance, did not cease until it had 
passed the xenitli of its are, and was encountered and bonie 
awav by a superior eastern current. In the midst of these con- 
flirtmg phenomena I ran to the needle, and found it almost 
Steady as regarded the minute, which Mas 0*^ 45' W., but so 
treniiloiis ^seesawing perpendicelarly) that it di|>ped (by esti- 
naation) full 10' of ue gradnated arc of the instrument. On 
goine out again the appearances had changed, but were still 
brilliant, and more spread between E. b. N. and S. K. The two 
currents, however, were still obvious, and though the aurora was 
wbati f^oold taj comparatively high to what it had been on 
other occasions, yet it not only excluded the stars, which it may 
be reinrtrktMl wfro pn'vi(iu«;lv particular] v briglit, but when visi- 
ble It made tiiem appear to be at an immense distance. On the 
other hand, their twinkling stiffeied only partially from the inter- 
position of the pale and flaky aurora which was evidently much 
nighcr ihan the principal streams; and it may not be out of place 
to mention, that had I been unacquainted with the locality, I 
should have pogitively averred that I heard a wlux./.iug noise 
during the rapidity of the motion, but which noise I knew was the 
faint murmur of "Anderson's Fall" in the river to the N. W. 
On returning to tfip tum die it had moved 0° 50' \V., but was very 
tremulous, wluch may lead to a supposition Uiat tiie same efii^t 
may be prodttced by a ondlar (though invisible) cause dnring the 
day; I mean, counter-currents of anronu' 

Febn«ary 8th.— At 9h. a. m. the needle wn^ at 0^ 37' E. aj^i- 
tat^. The weather was clear, with a cloudless sky and briglit 
son, when at noon 1 found tlic needle in rapid motion from 2** 
to* E. to S*" 50' B.. «• aO' R, 2' 50^ E., «• B., £"» 40' E.. «• 
IC E., 9." 00' E., 2^ 10' E., 2^ 00' E., very slow to 2° 20' E., 2^ 
08' E., 25' E., 2^ 15' E^ 2« 20' E., where it remained steady 
five seconds, then moved again to 2*^ 25' K., 2^ 20' E., 2"" 30' E^ 
■ad slowly to fto 28' B^ qnKker toS<>S5' B.,8<>d5' B^ 9!*sr B^ 
jr» 22' E., 2=^ 34' E., 2* 25' E.. 2° 42' E., 2° 26' E., 2° 38' E., 2° 
20' E.. 2"^ 32' E., 2^ 24' E.. 2° 33' E.. 2'^ 20' E., 2° 24' E., 2^ 14' 
E., 2" 20' E., 2" 05' E., 2^ 12' K., 2^' 04' E., 2^ Iti' E^ 2" 18' E., 
2=* 15 E., 2^ If*' E., 2° 20' E., 2« 15' E., 2° 20' E.. 2° 18' E^ 2*» 

9S^Et where it kept stiU moving, but very slowlj. 
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Time at beginning 6h. 10m. 40g. 

en&ig 6 21 10 

Interval 10 90 

Temperature, observatory, — 9t% lir* —II', MA* + SW«| no- 
thing, perceptible in the akj. 



No. VU, 

Magnelical ObservaHoM. 

During the pt ()n:re98 of the erprdition everj opportunitr was 
embraced ot makiug the magnetical observations requisite for the 
determination of the dip and of the variation of the needle, and 
of the terrestrial magnetic intenaity. At Fort Relianee, aneh 
observations were rcpr^ritpd on several occanons| and a series of 
observations* was also mstitutetl tor determining: the diurnal va- 
riation of the needle, and for ascertaining how far extraordinarjr 
channa in its direction mig^t be attributable to the influence of 
the Aurora Borealis. 

These observations linve been placed in the hands of Professor 
Christie, who proposes discussing most of tliem in a paper shortljr 
to be laid before tne Rojal Societj. It will, tiierefore» be nnne* 
ceasarr here to enter into their details. As, howerer, sooie of the 
immediate results may be interesting, they are gjlTen in the Al- 
lowing tables. 

The Dip and Variation ijf tlu MagnttU NeeJU. 

Thp dip vr^fi determined by means of a small but arrurafr 
(Hp)))n<; lustrument, h^ Dnllond, havint; a needle three inches in 
iem^lh, rf^ting upon huliuw curved agates. 

For the purpose of placing the Instrument into the ""^gnilli* 
meridian, there was an apparatus, consisting of a cross |dece, 
with a point and ball in the form of the of the needle: and 
on the point was placed a small horizontal needlei and Uie 
instrument moved oodily round (the index for the horizontal 
circle being placed at zero), until the snudi needle was parallel 
to the divided or vertical circle. The instrument was then level- 
led in the usual manner; but in case any accident shonld have 
happened to the level, this operation could be ejected by tiie 
croM piece before described, for placing the instrument into the 
meridian; for as it acted upon tne principles of the pendulun* 
the point at the bottom of the ball \^ nuld show, by Uie division on 
the cirde at 90^, the perpendicularity of the instrutaeot, or the 
correci huriziontal motUMi* 
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The dip was found at Fort Hdiance in ttie u-iuil manner, with 
needle No. 1., by takini:; ihc means of sj'Vi'ral H idings, wilh the 
face uf the needle to tiic face of tiiu iiiMruuicui, aud with the 
fiu:e of the needle reversed, both with the Cue of the inttroment 
east and with Itt face west; similar obtenratioiis being made with 
the poles of the needle inverted: but in makin«; observations for 
the dip with the needle >io. its poles were in no instance in- 
verted. 

If, then* we COniiderthat the dip obtained viith the needle No. 
1. IS the ( orrect dip at Fort Reliance, it is evident that the dip 
deduced trom the o!)servations there with the needle No. will 
require a s^mall correction, in consequence of its cenUre of gr&vUj 
not coinciding accnratelr with ite tahj and the result ohtuned 
with this needle in ell other cases will likewise re<juire a correc- 
tion, though not a constniit one. Professor CIvnstie, however, 
who propubes reducing thcisc observations, and likewise those 
wUch were made for determining the magnetic intensity, informs 
v>e» that for the obsenmtions frou Fort Hcltance to tlie lea, the 
amount of thig correction will be very small, and seldom exceed- 

inxten minutos. 

The dip ui tiie uccdle at the several stations jnven in the Table 
I, U dednoed bj taking the mean of thnr icadSog^ 

TABLE I. . . 



New York 
Montreal 
Port Aleiander 
Ciunberlond House 
11c a la CrosM 

>OitR«MtllttOO 



,60 36 49 

53 57 r^r^ 

B6 25 

isei» 

tl 10 



Miuk Ox Rapid 
Ruck Rapid 
I'uliil Ucauforl 
Montri ul kdand 



CA 40 r. 
tiii &1 1 
67 41 
67 47 'r. 



I>ong. 
We*t. 



MOI 15 

96 21 SB 

tt^ 21 46 

H>7 M 36 

ai isw 

45 00 



Ills R 
•j'j 2 



in 
J 
16 



W 1^ IB 
1 



Date of 
Obeeir- 
taUoo. 



AprU 1 
ApiU 19 
June IV 
July 6 
July 17 
July 31 

Aug. 'J 
Oct. 9 
Oct. 10 
1834. 
May 21 
.MayX2 
Mean 
Mean 
July 2 
July XI 
July 31 
Aug 2 

Aug. 12 



"p. S 



& 7 
Hi 11 



89 86 



1 -2 



Dale of 
OkMrvaUoo. 



Julys 

July 31 
\UK. A M. 
Au*: 'J. I' M. 
Aug. l'>' A M. 



' I 



*15 IS 41 B. 

•19 1121 E. 
VI I'J iS> B. 
•as SO 37 8. 



35 19 B. 
(OMMll.] 

» J SI E. 

1»". K. 
(i tai W. 

S^iW. 

1 m B. 

3 '»* Vf. 
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Tlie variation Was determined by means of a katers compa«<; 
inadf bv Jones; and, when tised, pjreat care was taken to remove 
it trum the proximity of an? iron or other lueialUc subaiaucc 
which migjbt De suppoied to luran^ it 

Owit^, I omuraer* to the great dinunutum of the directive 
forc»^ nriinfr on the horixf rital iipptilf , the variation could not be 
determined with any degree ot certainly after we arrived at the 
mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh; but whether tlie differences in the 
variaticm which I obtained at diilereBt times of the day were dae 
tostu^shness in the needle, or to an actual change in the direc- 
tion oT the force actinir npon the neetllc, ti) the amount nb<i^r\'ed, 
I will not venture to »ay, tliough tiiere cannot be much douht that 
the latter cause had Mme inftaence. 

7U Dhtrnai VaHaiUm, 

The diurnal chansres in the directinn of tlir iirpflle were de- 
termined vviiii au iu:sUument coustiucted by Junes cxpretasiy for 
thb expedition. 

The UMtnunent coiiiisted of a rectangolar brass box, ten inches 

lon^, and two ;uid :i quarter wide; with pieces of plate glass at 
each cndj and uii tiie tup; and was perfectly air-tight, it had 
two levels* and ^tood on three foot screws, by means of which it 
was levelled. The needle was 8| inches long; and coold vibrate 
in an arc of ten degrees on each side of the magnetic meridian. 
It could he iis*m1 either vibrating on a centre, or by suspension, 
or botii; ab a piiiuw, with tlie necessary apparatus for preventing 
torsion, screwed on the top of the instrument Tliere was n 
small telescope, quite independent of the instrtunent, fiir reading 
off the variation; and wliicli had a motion concentric v, ith the 
p;ratluated arcs, rendering it unnecessary to approach the instru- 
ment too closely, and thus obviating many inconveniences. • 

The instrument was placed on the solid stand in tiie obsenra- 
tory. The observations the direction of the needle were made 
for seven successive days, in October I H" "!, from the '23nd to the 
28Ui of the month, at every hour from h a. m. until midnight; 
and similar observations were made in April lb64, from the 
of the month to the 29th, both days inclnaivejand again in Octo- 
ber 1834, from the 22nd to the 28th inclusive. 

The mean results of these obaervationsares^veii in Tables 
III.»aud IV. 

From November 18SS to April 1834, both months inclusive, 
and again, from November 1834 to March 1835, the direction of 
the needle was observed atid registered each day, at the hours of 
8 and 9 iii the morning, nooU| 1, S, 4, 7, 10, 12, aftsraoon. 
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The mem of all the observaliQiis for eich month (wifhout 
attrilnitiiig anj of the deviations to, or making any correction for 
the appearance of, the Aurora Horealis) an- rontahu'd in 'liable 
V.} and Table VI. shows the number ol times, during each 
month, that the needle was in motion, whether tremulous or 
vibrating, at the several hours of registering its directionitog^tlm 
ivith the numhcr of times thtt the anrom wu vinble. 
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No. VL 



Siutwing ilte Number qf Time* the N«edie woi in Motion at the Be- 

giatering Boun. 
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n^tfarM ia like vanner. 



Vour most obedient immUe ^ervaoly 
W. SMITH, 
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No. VIII. 



an dtdmed from ^Meanqf three CknmomOen, 



1833 

Aug. 16|63 45 85 



Date. 



19 



27 



Sepu 1 



1834 



68 50 15 
»46 
S3 67 

G^I 24 13 
64 40 51 
63 53 26 

62 46 29 



1365 



30 

31 



15 
1 

19 

90 65 

23 
26 



28 21 
65 14 44 

65 09 12 
(}& 53 10 

48 04 
G5 51 IR 

66 06 2^1 



9967 07 31 



67 20 31 
67 41 2-1 



Aug. 2167 47 27 
ir><W 13 57 



by Chroiw- 
meUr, West. 



Ill 19 52 

109 47 54 
108 08 16 



108 28 53 
108 08 10 

108 2B 24 

109 00 38.9 

106 54 01 
106 00 53 
108 33 08 

99 40 46 

98 10 07 



94 39 45 j 

94 08 14 

95 IhJ 16 



95 18 15 
58 01 



VeirUMm, 



45 31 E. 

36 52 £. 
a6 00B. 



3r, M E. 
44 94 £. 



3,-, 19 E. 

35 19 E. 
39 12 E. 
39 06 E. 

i9a8£ 

29 16 E. 



By sun's bear 
iDgatnoon, 
8 » W. 



Near die mooatiiB, nortli 

shore. Great Slav e Ljtke 
MouUiof Uoar Frusi River 
Lake WiOmsley. 
North «^ «r AiUUery 

Lake. - • 
Sand Hill Bay. 
MoikOxBajid. 
Sooth end of Artillery 
Luke. 

Means of several srt» at 

Fort Reliance. 
Near Lake B«<rhy 
North end of caticadck 
On island. ; 
Lake PeUf . ► ^ - 
LakeQarry. 
Rock Rapid. 
Mount Meadovbank' 

Near mouth uf 



6 0(1 W. 

2 43 E. A M 

6 42 W .p M 

1 52 E. A.M. 

1 46 W.p.itJ 



Sir G. CockburAl 

Point Beaufort. 

Montreal bdaad. 
Point Ogle. 
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IIudson'R Bay House, 
London, 22nd Oct. 1834. 

dngua Bethune, Esq. 

SauU St. Mary^s. 

Sib, 

I am i!i reeled by the Governor and Committee to acquaint you,, 
that tiiejMicket by which Uiis is sent will be forwarded to ^our 
address in duplicate; one copy, viA Montreal, to be tciusmitted 
from post to post bj the Urand Raver, and the other bj the 
Amencan mail, to the care of the commanding officer of the pir- 
rison at St. Mary's. It contains letters for Ca|)tain Back, ap- 
pribio^ him of the arrival of Capt» Ross iu England; and it is of 
ereat importance that he should receive this information before 
ois departure from Ids winter quarters. 

I am therefore to rftnie-^t, rdat the copy which first reaches 
you be sent on to liie next post by a couple of tlie most active 
men you can find, without tne delay of one day at St. Mary's; 
and that it be Ibrwarded In Uke manner, accompanied by this 
letter, with the utmost expedition from post to post, vU Miiahipi- 
colm, the Pic, Fort William, Lake Lapluie, via Riviere aux 
Roseau to Red River, tbence to Fort Pelly, Carlton^ Isle k la 
Crosse, Atiiabaaka, and G^reat SUve Lake, nntil it reaches its 
destination; where, if due expedition be observed, it ought to 
arrive early in April. 

The Governor and Committee further direct, that the officers 
at the different post^ do not, on any pretence whatever, detain 
the packet; and desire that the date of the arrival 'at and depart- 
ure from ^ch post, signed by the officer in charga* be endoraed 
on the bark ht roof; and also, that the messen^rs from each ]wit 
be instructed to jiioceed to the next, without attending tu any 
directions tlicy may receive to tlie coutrury, from pei^ns they 
may meet <n rouf e. 

And when the second copy of this packet gals to hand aft the 
Sanlt, let it be forwarded in like manner. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient humble Servant, 
W, SMITH, 

SlGUTAnT. 
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Received al the Pic on the 7th or February, 1834, at 8 o'clock p m. 

T%otfuu M, Murray, C. T. H. B. Cuhj. 

Lefl the Pie on the 8th of February , at 6 o'clock a. m. 

Jlwmat ilf. M mrag, 

Received at Long Lake on the 13lh of Februarx, at 11 o'clock 

P.M. 

PettT M'Kenxie, Clerk H. B. Co. 

Left Loof Lake on the Mth oTFebniaiy at 9 o'clock a. m. 

Peter At KmzU. 

Received at Lake Nipigon onthe 16th ofFobnianr, 1834, at it o'clock 

Mm Swrnutoitf Clerk, H. fl.B.Co. 

Left Lake Nqrigon 00 the 17th of February, at 5 o'clock A. M. 
, John StPdiistnii, Clerk II. H. B. Co. 

Received at Fort WiUiam the 2lst ot Februarv, m34. at n u'duck 
A. iLi rad left Fort William at 8 o'clock p. m., ^amc dan . 

Received at Boia Blanc on the 2Sth of Fehruary, 1834, at 1 o'ck»ck 
p. M., and left Bois Blanc at 4 p. m., same day. 

MnM'Mioihf Clerk H.B. Cou 

Received at Lac la Pluic on the 2A of March, 1834, at 6 a. V., and 
will l^ve this at 7 m., the same date. 

WaUamSmdair.ClMk, 

Received at Carlton on the 2d of April, 1634, at 11 o*clodci»ii., and 
will leave this at 1 o'clock noon, the same date. 

J. P. Prtulen, C. T. 

Reoehred at Fort Cbipewyan Met April 1834. and will start at 3 
d'dock on the 2Sud, A. M. 

J, Ckarle*, C. F. 





1 PfaoB. 






20th orjRii. nl inxin - 
2*.*ih of Jmi. aflcmoon 
7t[i u! Vviy. ftt 8 r. M. 

2nd of Mnri-h. at C> a. ii. 
12ih of Mrtn h.al 2 p. >r. 

aWiof M- ',. 1^ M. 
Sod of ^V^ir... aL 11 A. in. 

Hsii of April, at 4 r. at. 
SMiof Apnl.atTr.K. 


Vie .... 
Fori Wil liaiii - 
Ijikp la PKiu' - 
\M llivrr - - 
KorlPrlly - - 
Carltnii ■ • - 
Ixlo a la CnM«c 
AtiiaLiQiK:u - - 

Graiafikve Lukt 


•3!ht of Jrui. - - - 
:iin>i 1)1 J;ui. - - - 

Ml of Fflv. r. A. M. • 

I9di of Mhnli^ 6 A> iti 

of Man h. A. «. 
■^i»<l c»f April. 1 at nu»n 
f>lh nl A)»nl, b f. M. 
22nd r>f Apni, 3 a. M. 
dOth of AffU. 4 A. » 


Kinth. 
Thufc. M. Murraf. 

Will jam TuJd 
J. P. Pnidep 
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